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MINUTES 


or  tkk 

PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE  ELEVENTH 

AMERICAN  CONVENTION 


TOR  PROMOTING  THE 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY,  tfr. 


SELECT  COUNCIL  CHAMBER. 

Philadelphia ,  January  13th,  1806. 

THIS  being  the  day  appointed  by  the  Con- 
itution  for  the  meeting  of  the  American  Conven- 
3n  for  Promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  &c. 
number  of  Delegates  from  several  Abolition 
Dcieties  in  the  United  States  attended,  and  pro- 
iced  their  credentials ;  by  which  it  appears  the 
llowing  persons  have  been  appointed  to  represent 
eir  respective  Societies  in  this  Convention,  viz. 

ev*Tork . Egbert  Benson, 

Thomas  Eddy, 

Rudolph  Bunner, 

Thomas  Franklin, 

Christopner  M.  Slocum, 

Jacob  Valentine, 
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Benjamin  Clark, 

John  Onderdonk, 

Adrian  Hegeman, 

Robert  C.  Cornell. 

John  Shotwcll, 

Gershom  Craft, 

John  Griscom, 

William  A  Hinson, 

Amos  Cooper, 

Paul  Cooper, 

Clement  Hall. 

Pennsylvania . . . .Timothy  Faxson , 

George  Williams, 

Benjamin  Williams, 

Thomas  P.  Cope, 

Jacob  S.  Wain,  jun. 

Joseph  R.  Jenks, 

Isaac  T.  Hopper. 

j Delaware . Allen  M‘Lanc, 

Joseph  Brmghurst,  jun. 

William  Prycc, 

Cyrus  Newlin. 

The  Delegates  present*  were.. ..Christopher  M. 
Slocum,  Jacob  Valentine,  John  Onderdonk,  Adrian 
Hegeman,  Robert  C.  Cornell,  John  Griscom, 
William  Allinson,  Gershom  Craft,  Amos  Cooper, 
Timothy  Paxson,  Thomas  P.  Cope,  Joseph  R. 
Jenks,  Isaac  T.  Hopper,  Beniamin  Williams, 
Jacob  S.  Wain,  jun.  George  Williams,  Allen 
M'Lane,  Joseph  Bringhurst,  jun.  William  Pryce. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  Offi¬ 
cers,  when  the  following  persons  were  duly  elected, 
viz. 
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CTEKSliOM  CRAFT . Preside**!. 

JACOB  S.  WAI.N,  jun....SECRETARY. 

THOMAS  P.  COPE . Treasurer. 

John  Rafield  was  appointed  door-keecper. 

Communications  from  the  Abolition  Societies  of 
New- York,  New- Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
and  Providence  (R.  I.)  were  received  and  read,  as 
follows : . 

To  the  Convention  of  Delegates,  from  the  several  Abolition 
Societies  in  the  United  States,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia , 
on  the  13f/i  day  of  January ,  1806. 

WE  received  with  pleasure  your  last  communi¬ 
cation,  in  conjunction  with  vour  address  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  colour;  the  latter  we  have  caused  to  be  carefully 
distributed.... for  the  former,  we  return  you  our  sin- 
ccrcthanks.  Moved  by  the  free  spirit  of  Christianity, 
which  extends  an  universal  grace  to  all,  and  touched 
with  on  ardent  desire  of  doing  essential  service  to 
Our  country,  by  opposing  in  every  possible  way, 
consistent  with  law  and  justice,  the  destructive  traf¬ 
fic  in  slaves,  we  trust  we  shall  never  be  discouraged 
by  difficulty,  or  deterred  by  danger  :  and  proceed¬ 
ing  with  tempered  zeal  and  cautious  diligence,  we 
hope  (perhaps  with  too  much  confidence)  yet  to 
perceive  rights  and  privileges  really,  and  not  nomi¬ 
nally,  common  ;  and  our  country  freed  from  the 
bitter  reproach  of  confining  to  a  part,  what  the 
nature  of  civil  society  equally  demands  for  all. 

Though  our  standing  committee  have  diligently 
laboured  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  have 
been  successful  in  liberating  many  from  illegal 
bondage,  we  have,  nevertheless,  cause  to  regret, 
that  the  secrecy  and  caution  which  the  persons 
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employed  in  kidnapping  have  observed,  has  de¬ 
feated  their  endeavours  to  detect  their  arts,  and 
bring  to  punishment  their  crimes.  The  extreme 
difficulty  of  obtaining  legal  proof  of  this  offence, 
arises,  partly  fiom  the  nature  of  the  subject,  and 
partly  from  the  want  of  agents  in  the  southern 
states  to  collect  intelligence,  which  may  either  af¬ 
ford  or  lead  to  the  discovery  of  proper  testimony. 
We  therefore  submit  this  subject  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Convention,  and  from  our  conviction  that 
the  system  is  carried  on  to  an  alarming  degree, 
we  think  it  merits  their  particular  attention.  It  is 
with  pleasure  we  announce  to  the  Convention, 
that  we  have  obtained  a  judgment  versus  Philip 
M.  Topham,  to  the  amount  of  sixteen  thousand 
dollars,  for  an  ofTencc  against  the  net  of  the  United 
States  prohibiting  the  employment  of  American 
vessels  in  the  transportation  of  slaves.  We  think 
it  not  improper  here  to  observe,  that  the  defendant, 
in  this  suit,  is  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  to 
suggest  to  the  Convention  the  necessity  of  adopt¬ 
ing  some  measure,  cither  radical  or  palliative,  for 
the  suppression  or  restriction  of  the  slave-trade  in 
that  state,  where  it  is  pursued  as  a  principal  branch 
of  commerce,  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
and  in  contempt  of  the  principles  of  humanity, 
without  the  fear  of  detection,  or  the  veil  of  se¬ 
crecy.  Nor  is  this  conduct  only  marked  by  the 
open  violation  of  law,  but  every  outrage  and 
odium  are  abundantly  heaped  upon  those  friends 
of  humanity,  who  have  the  boldness  to  hint  disap¬ 
probation  of  the  avaricious  speculations  in  this  un¬ 
hallowed  path  to  riches. 

The  School  under  our  supcrintcndancc,  is  in  aft 
increasing  state  of  prosperity,  equal,  if  not  supe¬ 
rior,  in  the  number  of  pupils,  to  any  private  semi¬ 
nary  for  the  instruction  of  whites  in  this  populous 
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city.  It  at  present  consists  of  about  one  hundred 
scholars,  under  the  direction  of  the  some  man  of 
colour  who  for  some  years  past  has  had  the  super¬ 
intendence  of  it.  As  from  education  the  morals 
and  manners  receive  their  deepest  tincture,  we  arc 
the  more  solicitous  upon  this  important  object  of 
our  institution,  and  expect  by  the  sure  test  of  ex¬ 
perience,  to  evince  its  great  utility  in  forming  the 
habits  to  industry,  and  the  manners  to  gentleness. 
Though  the  progress  of  literary  advancement  of 
the  people  of  colour,  is  greatest  in  this  city  (and 
of  its  state  here  only,  we  arc  accurately  informed) 
yet  from  all  sources  of  information  we  have  been 
able  to  discover,  we  think  it  proportionably  im¬ 
proving  throughout  the  state :  of  their  moral  con¬ 
dition,  though  absolutely  it  may  be  worse  than  the 
lowest  order  of  the  native  whites,  yet  when  we  re¬ 
gard  their  opportunities  of  instruction,  and  their 
few  motives  to  exertion,  we  rather  wonder  they  are 
not  more  depraved,  than  admire  at  their  corrup¬ 
tion  ;  but  from  the  growing  prevalence  of  their  re¬ 
ligious  tendencies,  we  have  every  reasonable  ground 
to  hope  for  a  radical  and  permanent  improvement 
in  their  state  of  morals.  We  perceive  with  plea¬ 
sure,  that  the  Acting  Committee  of  the  Convention 
have  been  requested  to  open  a  correspondence  with 
the  London  committee  of  the  society  for  the  Abo¬ 
lition  of  the  Slave-trade  :  acting  as  we  do,  from  no 
interested  views,  nor  influenced  by  national  preju¬ 
dices,  we  commend  this  liberal  and  comprehensive 
scheme,  as  striking  at  the  root  of  the  evil,  and  the 
extirpation  of  the  vice.  The  inhibition  of  the  traf¬ 
fic  on  the  part  of  England,  would  not  only  prevent 
the  addition  of  future  victims,  but  improve  the 
condition  of  her  present  stock ;  for  the  sole  re¬ 
maining  mean  of  preserving  a  quantity  sufficient 
for  the  purpose  of  colonial  agriculture,  will  then  lx? 
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to  increase  the  number  by  internal  population  ;  and 
that  can  only  be  done  by  relaxing  the  labours  and 
extending  the  privileges  of  the  slaves ;  and  their 
importance  will  rise  with  their  utility,  until  they 
gradually  throw  off  the  badges  of  slavery,  and 
finally,  and  without  violence,  obtain  a  legal  interest 
in  the  soil.  That  this  consequence  will  follow,  we 
the  more  confidently  believe,  as  it  is  the  avowed 
opinion  of  the  most  profound  and  acute  states¬ 
men  at  this  moment  in  England,  who  arc  now  ear¬ 
nestly  recommending  this  measure,  both  from  its 
intrinsic  justice,  and  as  the  last  hope  of  preserving 
the  West  India  colonies  from  falling  under  the 
rising  empire  of  the  blacks.  The  dispassionate 
voice  of  reason,  and  a  feeling  sense  of  interest 
therefore  unite  their  influence  to  persuade  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  England  to  inhibit  this  dishonourable  and 
destructive  traffic,  and  should  your  Committee  be 
able  in  the  smallest  degree  to  assist  the  exertions 
of  our  sister  Society  of  that  country,  they  will  have 
abundant  matter  of  honest  exultation,  and  honour¬ 
able  pride. 

With  every  inducement  to  continued  exertion 
m  a  just  cause,  and  with  flattering  prospects  of 
eventual  success,  we  commit  the  general  objects 
of  our  institution  to  your  protecting  care,  and  we 
congratulate  you  upon  the  past  success  of  your 
efforts. 

The  following  persons  are  appointed  delegates  to 
represent  this  society  yi  Convention,  via.... Egbert 
Benson,  Thomas  Eddy,  Rudolph  Bunner,  Tho- 
mas  Franklin,  Christopher  M.  Slocum,  Jacob  Va¬ 
lentine,  Benjamin  Clark,  John  Onderdonk,  Adrian 
ffegeman,  and  Robert  C.  Cornell. 
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Signed  on  behalf  of  the  New  York  Society  for 
Promoting  the  Manumission  of  Slaves,  &C. 

VALENTINE  SEAMAN,  1st  V.  President. 

WALTER  MORTON,  Secretary . 

New  York,  17  th  December ,  1805. 

The  Officers  of  the  Society  for  the  present  Year  are:.... 

Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  President;  Valentine  Sea¬ 
man,  first  Vice-President;  Robert  Bownc,  se¬ 
cond  Vice- President;  Walter  Morton,  Secretary; 
Charles  Collins,  Assistant  Secretary ;  John  Mur¬ 
ray,  jun.  Treasurer;  Christopher  M.  Slocum, 
Register;  Nehcmiah  Allen,  Chairman,  and  Chris¬ 
topher  M.  Slocum,  Secretary  of  the  Standing  Com¬ 
mittee  ;  Joshua  Underhill,  Chairman,  and  William 
S.  Burling,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  School ;  Egbert  Benson,  William  Johnson, 
Peter  Jay  Munro,  Elisha  W.  King,  Counsellors; 
Thomas  Eddy,  Chairman,  and  William  Lawrence, 
Secretary  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence ; 
John  Ondcrdonk,  Thomas  Franklin,  Henry  Post, 
jun.  Rudolph  Bunner,  Committee  of  Correspon¬ 
dence. 


From  the  New  Jersey  Society  for  promoting  the 
Abolition  of  Slavery. 

To  the  next  American  Convention ,  to  be  held  in  Philadel¬ 
phia ,  on  the  13f/»  of  First  Month ,  1806. 

WE  deem  it  proper  to  continue  our  annual 
communication,  although  from  the  imperfect  re¬ 
presentation  of  our  several  district  meetings  in  the 
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present  general  meeting,  and  from  the  want  of  re¬ 
gular  reports,  we  shall  not  have  it  in  our  power  to 
enter  much  into  detail. 

The  printed  minutes  of  the  last  Convention  have 
been  duly  received ;  the  distribution  whereof  we 
hope  will  prove  useful ;  and  although  wc  shall  say 
but  little  in  reply,  to  the  excellent  circular  address, 
feeling  our  incompfetency  to  make  any  considerable 
effort  towards  complying  with  its  recommenda¬ 
tions  ;  yet  we  are  deeply  sensible  of  their  intrinsic 
importance,  more  especially  in  regard  to  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  the  people  of  colour.  On  this  subject 
we  have  a  special  committee  appointed,  the  object 
of  which  is,  to  devise  and  mature  a  plan  for  the 
more  effectual  and  general  diffusion  of  the  good  to 
be  derived  from  the  literary,  moral,  and  religious 
improvement  of  this  people.  It  is  with  pleasure 
we  observe,  that  the  late  law  of  this  state,  of  which 
we  transmitted  a  copy  in  our  report  of  last  year,  is 
almost  universally  approved  by  the  citizens. 

Our  acting  committees  have  been  instrumental 
in  effecting  the  liberation  of  five  persons  within  the 
last  year,  who  were  illegally  detained  in  slavery. 
As  many  more  cases  remain  under  their  care, 
which,  in  law  and  justice,  are  equally  entitled  to 
the  rights  of  freedom. 

In  one  of  our  districts,  some  progress  has  been 
made  in  visiting  the  families  of  blacks  and  people 
of  colour,  and  in  holding  out  to  them  such  advice 
on  the  subjects  of  economy  and  morality  as  appear¬ 
ed  necessary.  From  the  partial  extension  of  this 
care,  salutary  effects  have  apparently  ensued. 

We  have  appointed  John  Shot  well,  Gershom 
Craft,  John  Gnscom,  William  AUinson,  Amos 
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Cooper,  Paul  Cooper,  and  Clement  Hall,  to  repre. 
sent  this  society  in  the  ensuing  Convention. 


Signed  in  behalf  and  by  direction  of  a  general 
meeting  of  the  society,  held  at  Burlington  9th  mo. 
(Sept.)  25,  1805. 

WILLIAM  GRIFFITH,  President 
JOHN  GRISCOM,  Secretary . 


Officers  of  the  Society, 


President . 

Vice-Pres.... 

Treasurer . 

Secretary...... 


WILLIAM  GRIFFITH. 

GERSHOM  CRAFT, 
WILLIAM  NEWBOLD. 

.WILLIAM  COXE. 
.JOHN  GRISCOM. 


To  the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition 
of  Slavenj. 

WFi  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  last  year,  and  feel  great  pleasure  in 
observing  the  attention  with  which  you  have  con¬ 
ducted  the  various  objects  of  your  establishment. 
It  is,  however,  a  subject  of  serious  regret,  that 
these  annual  associations  have  of  latter  years  been 
destitute  of  representatives  from  those  states  where¬ 
in  the  evil  which  we  desire  to  eradicate  most  exten¬ 
sively  prevails. 

We  are  aware  that  exertions  have  not  been 
wanting  on  your  part  to  arouse  the  dormant  spirit 
of  the  friends  of  enslaved  fellow-men,  but  those  ex- 
ertions  have  proved  unavailing.  To  what  is  this 
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to  be  attributed  ?  Is  it  that  the  cause  has  been  de¬ 
serted  by  its  former  advocates  ?  This  supposition 
would  involve  the  charge  of  a  dereliction  of  princi¬ 
ple  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  worthiest  members 
of  society,  and  we  are  therefore  disposed  to  search 
for  other  motives  in  excuse  for  this  apparent 
apathy. 

We  believe  the  true  reason  why  ostensible  and 
public  measures  are  not  pursued  by  the  advocates 
of  abolition  in  the  southern  states,  will  be  found  in 
a  pretty  general  impression,  that  it  would  not, 
under  existing  circumstances,  and  in  the  present 
temper  of  the  public  mind,  be  expedient  and  useful. 
The  extreme  unpopularity  of  all  combined  at¬ 
tempts,  has  therefore  introduced  the  substitute  of 
individual  interference,  as  particular  urgencies  re¬ 
quire.  Perhaps  it  may  be  questioned,  whether, 
ail  things  considered,  this  plan,  aided  by  the  gra¬ 
dual  change  in  the  public  sentiment  which  may 
reasonably  be  expected,  and  unopposed  by  the  cla¬ 
mour  which  a  more  systematic  course  would  invite, 
may  not  be  the  most  eligible.  But  however  this 
may  be,  we  apprehend  it  will  be  an  enquiry  well 
deserving  your  attention,  whether,  taking  into 
view  the  improbability  of  obtaining  a  revival  of  the 
southern  societies,  and  the  state  of  those  parts  of 
our  country,  on  which  the  measures  of  the  Con- 
vention  can,  without  their  assistance,  be  expected 
to  operate,  any  material  injury  would  arise  from  a 
temporary  suspension  of  your  functions,  and  whe¬ 
ther  the  expense  which  is  incurred  by  your  sittings, 
might  not  be  more  usefully  applied  to  other  inter¬ 
esting  objects.  Having  thus  introduced  the  mat¬ 
ter  to  your  notice,  we  do  not  wish  to  press  it 
further,  and  shall  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  the  con- 
elusion  to  which  your  fuller  consideration  of  it  may 
lead. 
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In  our  several  former  addresses,  we  have  com- 
xnunicated  all  the  information  in  our  power,  on  the 
different  points  to  which  you  have  directed  our  at¬ 
tention. 

The  education  of  the  children  of  the  people  of 
colour,  continues  to  engage  our  solicitude  and 
care. 

In  the  prosecution  of  our  endeavours,  wc  meet 
With  much  encouragement,  as  well  from  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  our  pupils  in  literary  improvements,  as 
from  the  co-operation  of  the  respectable  part  of  the 
free  people  of  colour.  Sensible  in  themselves  of 
the  inconvcnicncies  arising  from  the  want  of  edu¬ 
cation,  they  are  anxious  to  avert  the  same  misfor¬ 
tune  from  their  offspring,  and  we  trust  the  blessing 
of  Providence  will  attend  their  well-meant  endea¬ 
vours.  With  regard  to  the  moral  improvement  of 
those  of  the  blacks  who  reside  in  the  city  and  its 
vicinity,  we  wish  it  were  in  our  power  to  give  a 
more  favourable  account,  but  although  there  are 
not  wanting  many  examples  among  them,  of  so- 
bricty  and  decency  of  deportment,  and  great  in¬ 
dustry  in  their  avocations,  yet  it  is  to  be  lamented, 
that  the  love  of  pleasure  is  most  injuriously  preva¬ 
lent  among  a  considerable  class,  and  that  the  idleness 
and  vice  which  are  its  concomitants,  make  them  very 
often  the  subjects  of  our  penal  laws.  The  constant 
influx  of  numbers  who  have  been  before  without 
any  means  of  intellectual  or  moral  improvement, 
greatly  increases  this  evil ;  and  it  is  a  circum¬ 
stance  as  disgraceful  to  the  promoters  of  slavery, 
ns  it  is  encouraging  to  our  labours,  that  a  marked 
difference  of  character  is  observable  between  such 
as  have  and  such  as  have  not  been  favoured  with 
these  advantages. 


Eleventh  Convention/413 


14 


The  prosecutions  against  vessels  and  persons 
engaged  in  the  slave-trade,  which  we  mentioned  to 
you  formerly,  are  yet  depending.  We  hope  they 
will  speedily  be  brought  to  a  conclusion. 

Although  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
practice  of  kidnapping  has  not  wholly  ceased,  we 
have  knowledge  of  no  such  recent  well-authenti- 
catcd  instances  as  merit  a  recital. 

Your  addresses  to  the  free  blacks  and  people  of 
colour,  have  been  well  received,  and  our  meetings 
with  them  have  been  conducted  with  solemnity  and 
decorum. 

We  conclude  with  informing  you,  that  we  have 
appointed  Timothy  Paxson,  George  Williams, 
Benjamin  Williams,  Thomas  P.  Cope,  Jacob  S. 
Wain,  jun.  Joseph  R.  Jenks,  and  Isaac  T.  Hop¬ 
per,  to  represent  us  in  the  Convention  this  year, 
and  we  desire  you  to  accept  our  earnest  wishes, 
that  your  deliberations  may  be  conducted  with 
their  usual  harmony,  and  result  in  much  good  to 
the  unhappy  objects  of  our  care. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society 
Tor  Promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  See. 

Philadelphia ,  let  mo*  6th ,  1806. 

THOMAS  PARKER,  V.  President . 

Attest, 

JOHN  BACON,  Secretary. 
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The  Officers  of  the  Society  for  the  present  Tear  ares—* 


President . DOCTOR  BENJAMIN  RUSH. 


VlCE-PRES.... 


Secretaries...  < 


ROBERT  PATTERSON, 
THOMAS  PARKER 

JOHN  BACON, 
BENJAMIN  WILLIAMS. 


Treasurer . JOHN  EVANS. 


COUNSELLORS. 


William  Lewis, 
William  Rawle, 
John  Hallowcll, 
Walter  Franklin, 
James  Milnor, 
Joseph  Hopkinson, 
Joseph  Hemphill, 


John  R.  Coates, 
Daniel  Smith, 
George  Fisher, 
George  Vaux, 

Jacob  S.  Wain,  jun. 
Walker  Reed. 


ELECTING  COMMITTEE. 


Thomas  Harrison, 
Joseph  Moore, 
Thomas  Rogers, 
Isaac  Pearson, 
Joseph  Price, 
Samuel  Smith, 


Isaac  Tatem  Hopper, 
William  Master, 
Hanson  Waters, 
Edmund  Kinsey, 
Abraham  Hilyard, 
Charles  Townsend. 


To  the  Amerjcan  Convention  for  Promoting  the  Abolition 
o£  Slavery ,  and  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  African 


WE  have  received  and  read,  with  deep  inter¬ 
est,  your  last  circular  address.  The  happy  effects 
which  you  mention  as  the  result  of  the  labours  of 
some  societies,  particularly  in  the  advancement  of 
the  literary  education  of  persons  of  colour,  is 
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grateful  to  our  hearts,  and  gives  us  encouragement 
to  proceed  in  similar  toils. 

Mankind  need  continual  incitements  to  the  per¬ 
formance  of  their  social  duties  :  when  wc  meet  dif¬ 
ficulties  and  troubles  in  the  accomplishment  of  those 
plans  of  benevolence  which  do  not  immediately  con¬ 
cern  our  personal  welfare,  we  are  too  apt  to  wax 
cold;  but  we  hope  there  is  not  one  man,  within 
the  limits  of  our  societies,  before  whose  heart  and 
understanding  your  appeals  will  pass  unheeded. 
We  hope  there  is  no  one  whom  they  will  not  rouze 
to  new  tasks  of  goodness.. ..in  whose  bosom  they 
will  not  rekindle  the  expiring  flame  of  benevolence. 

Although  particular  circumstances  have  occa- 
sioned  our  society  to  be  less  active,  during  the  last 
three  months,  than  formerly,  yet  we  have  not  been 
altogether  inattentive  to  the  objects  of  our  associa¬ 
tion.  We  have  circulated  through  the  several 
counties  of  this  state,  petitions  for  the  gradual 
abolition  of  slavery,  which,  when  signed,  are  to  be 
forwarded  to  our  Legislature  now  in  session  :  wc 
confess,  notwithstanding  our  efforts  in  this  cause, 
we  have  scarcely  any  hope  that  our  request  will 
receive  a  favourable  reply.  There  always  has  been 
a  majority  of  the  members  of  our  Legislature 
slave-holders,  or  so  closely  connected  with  the 
enemies  of  African  liberty,  that  our  petitions  have 
never  obtained  a  friendly  or  deliberate  considera¬ 
tion.  We  fear  this  hostile  spirit  will  not  speedily 
subside. 

The  literary  education  of  persons  of  colour  has 
been  the  subject  of  our  continued  attention.  We 
procured  a  suitable  Tutor,  who  held  a  school, 
during  the  First-day  afternoons  of  the  summer  and 
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fall,  for  all  those  who  pleased  to  attend  it.  We  have 
the  satisfaction  to  observe,  that  his  time,  and  our 
money,  were  not  uselessly  expended.  Several  chil¬ 
dren,  and  some  grown  persons  made  very  con¬ 
siderable  progress  in  the  first  branches  of  know¬ 
ledge.  Some  of  them  read  and  write  well.... We 
believe  the  school-education  of  those  unfortunate 
people  is  a  matter  of  primary  importance,  because 
we  know,  when  the  mental  powers  are  left  to  the 
operations  of  merely  accidental  cultivation,  they 
more  generally  deviate  into  error,  than  rise  through 
the  mists  of  prejudice  and  passion  to  the  light  of 
truth. 

We  hope  the  moral  and  religious  education  of 
coloured  persons  in  this  state,  and  particularly 
within  the  borough  of  Wilmington,  is  progress¬ 
ing.  The  Africans  and  their  descendants,  in  this 
town,  with  the  pecuniary  aid  of  their  white  bre¬ 
thren,  have  erected  a  spacious  stone  house  for  pub¬ 
lic  worship.  They  hold  regular  meetings  on  first- 
days,  and  as  far  as  we  have  yet  learned,  conduct 
themselves  soberly.  We  believe  their  concentra¬ 
tion  in  the  form  of  a  religious  society,  will  occa¬ 
sion  some  improvement  in  their  practice  of  the  so¬ 
cial  and  moral  duties. 

In  conformity  with  your  advice,  we  appointed 
a  committee  from  our  society,  to  hold  a  conference 
with  them.  That  committee  has  reported  a  com¬ 
pliance  with  their  appointment,  and  informed  us 
that  the  result  was  very  satisfactory  to  themselves. 
The  meeting  was  held  in  the  African  worship- 
Ijouse.  Your  addresses  of  1804  and  1805  were 
read,  and  such  observations  as  circumstances  re¬ 
quired,  were  made  on  their  various  topics.  The 
necessity  of  placing  out  their  children  as  appren¬ 
tices,  to  suitable  tradesmen  or  farmers ;  and  also 
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the  solemn  duty  of  having  their  marriage  ceremo¬ 
nies  legally  performed,  and  faithfully  adhering  to 
them,  were  repeatedly  and  strongly  enforced. 
Those  subjects  cannot  be  brought  too  frequently 
before  them. 

One  slave  has  been  manumitted,  since  our  last 
report,  by  the  aid  of  members  of  our  society. 

It  is  expected  that  suits  will  be  instituted  against 
William  Goldsborough,  William  Reynolds,  sen. 
and  Henry  Neal,  for  an  attempt  to  kidnap  Lcven 
Carney,  a  free  man  of  colour.  This  society  has 
made  enquiry  in  the  matter,  and  is  impressed  with 
a  belief  that  those  persons  intended  to  kidnap,  and 
we  hope  to  collect  sufficient  evidence  to  convict 
them  legally  of  the  crime.*  If  our  endeavours 
should  be  successful,  we  shall,  in  our  next  report, 
furnish  you  with  a  circumstantial  history  of  the 
case. 

But  while  we  are  combatting  on  the  side  of  mercy 
and  justice,  we  have  to  lament,  that  the  people  of 
South  Carolina  continue  opposed  to  our  cause. 
The  friends  of  bleeding  Africa  tvere  consoled,  for 
two  years,  with  a  hope  that  the  legislature  of  that 
state  would  be  so  far  influenced  by  principles  of 
humanity,  or  by  the  indignant  feelings  of  the  citi- 
zens  of  other  states,  or  by  correct  views  of  their 
own  interests,  as  to  revoke  the  law  which  authorizes 
their  trade  ill  the  flesh  and  blood  of  their  fellow- 
men.  But  alas!  in  violation  of  the  best  sentiments 
of  the  human  heart,  in  defiance  of  all  that  is  honour¬ 
able  or  dignified  amongst  rational  and  moral  beings, 
the  legislature  of  that  ill-fated  state  has  decreed 
that  its  citizens  shall  be  permitted  to  continue  their 
system  of  plunder,  desolation,  and  murder,  against 
the  defenceless  and  innocent  Africans !  Can  any 
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thing  be  done  to  save  those  unhappy  people  from 
the  fangs  of  the  wolves  and  the  tygers  which  our 
countrymen  are  sending  amongst  them?  Would 
it  not  be  useful  to  stigmatize  their  odious  traffic 
by  publishing  in  the  newspapers  of  all  the  northern 
states,  the  names  of  the  traders  ii\  human  blood, 
and  the  number  of  slaves  annually  imported  by 
them  ?  Would  it  not  be  wise  to  petition  Congress 
to  p.iss  a  law  exacting  a  duty  of  ten  dollars  for 
each  slave  imported,  and  by  a  proper  preamble 
marking  the  trade  with  the  strongest  language  of 
abhorrence  ?  We  propose  these  serious  subjects 
for  your  consideration. 

The  suit  mentioned  in  our  last  report,  as  con¬ 
tinued  for  further  evidence,  has  been  discontinued 
in  consequence  of  the  elopement  of  the  principal 
witness. 

We  have  placed  in  the  hands  of  our  delegates 
fifty  dollars,  which  we  have  directed  them  to  pay 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Convention,  towards  the 
establishment  of  a  general  fund.  If  our  treasury 
were  rich,  we  should  have  transmitted  a  larger 
sum  ;  but  we  must  be  content  to  regulate  our  be¬ 
nevolent  feelings  by  the  limits  of  our  means. 

We  have  appointed  William  Pryce,  Cyrus  New- 
lin,  Joseph  Bringhurst,  jun.  and  Allen  M'Lane,  to 
represent  us  in  the  next  Convention. 

The  following  arc  the  present  Officers  of  our  Society:*** 

President . WILLIAM  PRYCE, 

Vicf-Pres..... ALLEN  M*LANE, 
Treasurer.....WILLIAM  SEAL, 
Secretary.....JOSHUA  PIERCE. 
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ACTING  COMMITTEE. 

Cyrus  Newlin,  H  William  Poole, 

Jacob  Alrich,  ||  Isaac  H.  Starr. 

With  sincere  desires  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
cause  in  which  you  are  engaged,  we  are  your 
friends  and  fellow-labourers. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Abolition  Society  of 
Delaware. 

WILLIAM  PRYCE,  President . 
JOSHUA  PEIRCE,  Secretary. 
Wilmington ,  1st  mo.  8th,  1806. 


Providence ,  First  Month  2d,  1806. 

To  the  American  Convention  for  Promoting  the  Abolition 
of  Slavery ,  £sfc. 

ESTEEMED  FRIENDS, 

WE  duly  received  the  printed  copies  of  the 
minutes  of  your  proceedings  last  year,  with  your 
address  to  the  people  of  colour,  and  that  to  this 
society.  The  observations,  the  advices,  and  the 
information  therein,  being  pertinent  and  interest¬ 
ing,  are  to  our  satisfaction,  and  we  hope  may  ex¬ 
cite  renewed  attention  to  the  objects  of  our  be¬ 
nevolent  institutions.  However  desirable  it  would 
be  to  us  to  have  a  personal  representation  at  your 
next  meeting,  we  must  submit  to  circumstances 
which  at  present  seem  not  to  promise  that  satisfac¬ 
tion.  It  appears,  therefore,  the  more  necessary 
that  we  take  this  method  to  convey  to  you  more 
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fully  some  ideas  which  we  just  hinted  in  our  letter 
last  year  to  your  standing  committee. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  1800,  relative  to  the 
slave-trade,  by  section  1st,  gives  the  whole  for¬ 
feiture  of  the  vessel  to  the  person  complaining ; 
under  which,  by  the  owners  complaining  of  them¬ 
selves,  through  any  of  their  friends,  they  elude  the 
law,  subjecting  themselves  merely  to  an  incon¬ 
siderable  expense.  By  section  2d  and  3d,  of  the 
same  act,  the  crime  of  being  employed  on  board 
our  own,  or  foreign  vessels,  is  liable  to  be  prose¬ 
cuted  only  by  indictment,  and  as  in  all  criminal 
casts  or  prosecutions,  it  is  necessary  to  have  wit¬ 
nesses  personally  present,  conviction  is  thereby 
rendered  extremely  difficult,  and  often  impractica¬ 
ble,  by  reason  of  the  witnesses  being  at  a  distance, 
and  often  sailors  who  cannot  be  detained  on  shore 
to  wait  the  trial.  Whereas,  had  the  sanction  been 
a  pecuniary  penalty,  recoverable  in  a  civil  action, 
written  evidence  would  have  been  admitted,  and 
much  more  easily  obtained  and  perpetuated. 

We  would  suggest  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Convention  the  propriety  of  an  application  to  Con¬ 
gress  for  such  an  alteration  of  the  law  as  to  cause 
some  part  of  the  forfeiture  to  go  to  the  United 
States  in  all  cases,  and  to  facilitate  the  procuring  of 
evidence  as  aforesaid;  and  whether  a  further  penalty 
excluding  from  all  office  under  Congress,  or  the 
United  States,  those  who  shall  in  any  way  be  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  trade,  be  not  eligible.  If  the  Con¬ 
vention  should  judge  proper  to  make  any  applica¬ 
tion,  either  publicly,  or  more  privately  through 
some  of  the  members,  for  any  or  all  these  altera¬ 
tions,  we  shall  be  willing  to  unite,  by  addressing 
our  members  to  unite  their  influence  to  effect  the 
same.  They,  in  answer  to  our  application  by  let- 
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ter  ast  year  on  the  subject  of  the  Louisiana  petition 
for  a  repeal  of  the  act  prohibiting  the  importation 
of  slaves  into  that  territory,  gave  us  satisfaction  in 
their  cordially  uniting  with  us,  and  information,  that 
in  their  opinions,  there  were  not  ten  members  in 
Congress  who  would  countenance  the  petition  in 
that  respect. 

We  have  appointed  a  committee  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  collecting  essays  and  tracts  relative  to  the 
history  of  the  rise  and  progress,  and  present  state 
of  slavery  in  the  United  States,  which  the  Conven¬ 
tion  have  in  view  to  have  published,  and  directed 
them  to  correspond  with  your  Acting  Committee 
thereon,  if  occasion  requires,  and  to  report  pro¬ 
gress. 

Subscriptions  have  been  made  to  raise  funds  for 
opening  an  evening  school  for  the  people  of  colour 
in  this  town  and  vicinity,  of  all  descriptions  who 
choose  to  attend  during  the  winter,  and  we  have 
appointed  a  committee  to  make  application  to  the 
town  of  Providence,  to  extend  their  benevolent 
plan  of  education  of  the  whites  at  public  expcnce 
to  the  people  of  colour. 

We  are  not  without  apprehension  that  there  has 
been  too  much  relaxation  in  regard  to  publishing 
tracts  and  essays  on  the  impolicy  and  injustice  of 
slavery,  and  that  its  tendency  has  been  to  lessen 
that  repugnance  in  the  public  mind,  especially  of 
the  young  and  rising  generation,  which  ought  to 
be  kept  up  by  every  proper  means,  to  do  away  the 
enormous  evil.  Attempts  have  been  made  by  in¬ 
terested  people  to  propagate  the  erroneous  notion 
that  the  blacks  are  absolutely  a  different  species 
from  the  whites;  but  whenever  this  lias  been 
brought  to  public  view,  it  has  been  successfully 
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opposed  by  the  advocates  of  the  doctrine  that  “  He 
that  givcth  life  and  breath,  and  all  things,  hath 
made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men  to  dwell  on 
all  the  face  of  the  earth,”  to  the  refutation  of  that 
notion  so  contrary  to  this  Christian  doctrine  and 
true  philosophy. 

We  arc  your  friends. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  said  society,  by 

DAVID  HOWELL,  President. 


The  following  persons  arc  appointed  a  Com- 
mitce  of  Arrangement,  to  wit,  John  Onderdonk, 
Timothy  Paxson,  John  Griscom,  William  Prycc; 
to  whom  the  preceding  communications  are  re¬ 
ferred,  to  consider  and  report  thereon.  The  com¬ 
mittee  is  also  instructed  to  inquire  into  and  make 
report  on  such  other  subjects  as  may  be  deemed 
proper  for  the  consideration  of  this  Convention. 

A  communication  from  Peter  Williams  jun.  a 
person  of  colour,  dated  New- York,  January  6th, 
1806,  was  received,  read,  and  ordered  to  lay  on 
the  table. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Com¬ 
mittee  to  examine  the  Treasurer’s  Account,  and 
make  report  thereon  ;  to  wit,  Jacob  Valentine  and 
William  Allinson. 

Then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  afternoon  at 
4  o’clock. 
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January  14/ A,  4  o'clock  P.  M. 
Convention  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment ; 

MEMBERS  PRESENT: 

GERSHOM  CRAFT....Pre*ident. 


Christopher  M.  Slocum, 
Jacob  Valentine, 

John  Onderdonk, 
Adrian  Hegeman, 
Robert  C.  Cornell, 

John  Griscom, 

William  Aliinson, 

Amos  Cooper, 

Paul  Cooper, 

Timothy  Paxson, 


George  Williams, 
Benjamin  Williams, 
Thomas  P.  Cope, 
Jacob  S.  Wain,  jun. 
Joseph  R.  Jenks, 

Isaac  T.  Hopper, 
Joseph  Bringhurst,jun. 
Cyrus  Newlin, 

William  Pryce, 

Allen  M*Lane. 


The  minutes  of  the  Acting  Committee  were 
read  and  approved. 


The  Committee  of  Arrangement  makes  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report 


The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Addresses  from 
the  several  Abolition  Societies , 

REPORT,  that  after  deliberately  consider¬ 
ing  the  several  communications  submitted  to  them, 
they  agree  to  propose, 

1st,  That  a  committee  consisting  of  one  dele¬ 
gate  from  each  society  be  appointed  to  prepare  the 
draft  of  a  circular  address  to  the  abolition  societies 
in  the  United  States. 


2d,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  respective 
societies,  in  their  separate  capacities,  to  endeavour, 
as  far  as  may  be  in  their  power,  to  extend  such 
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aid  to  our  brethren  in  the  southern  states  as  they 
may  want,  in  the  prosecution  of  our  views ;  and 
that  they  use  all  suitable  means  for  procuring 
agents  in  those  parts,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
to  justice  persons  who  have  in  any  way  incurred 
the  penalties  of  the  laws  against  slavery  and  the 
slave-trade. 

3d,  That  the  subject  of  education  be  again  ear¬ 
nestly  recommended,  particularly  as  it  relates  to 
the  moral  culture  of  the  blacks ;  and  as  a  powerful 
means  of  promoting  this  important  object,  that 
suitable  advice  be  frequently  administered  to  them 
in  their  families  and  in  larger  assemblies  convened 
for  that  purpose. 

4th,  That  the  proposition  from  Rhode  Island, 
relative  to  an  alteration  in  the  slave  law's,  be  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  Convention. 

5th,  That  the  first  section  of  the  third  article  of 
the  Constitution  be  altered,  so  as  to  stand  as  fol¬ 
lows:. ...The  Convention  shall  meet  triennially  at 
Philadelphia  on  the  second  Monday  in  January. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee, 

JOHN  ONDERDONK,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Trea¬ 
surer’s  Account,  report,  they  have  considered  and 
found  it  correct. 

Resolved,  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Arrangement  be  read  by  paragraphs. 

The  first  paragraph  thereof  was  read  and  ap¬ 
proved. 
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The  second  was  read,  and  adopted. 

The  third  and  fourth  were  also  adopted. 

The  fifth  was  adopted  unanimously,  with  this 
addition,  that  the  Constitution  of  this  Convention 
be  conformable  thereto. 

Resolved,  that  the  several  abolition  societies  in 
the  United  States  be  earnestly  requested  to  prepare 
and  circulate  memorials  among  the  friends  of  eman¬ 
cipation  for  their  signatures,  soliciting  the  enaction 
of  a  law  for  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  the  United  States  after  the  year  1807 ;  and 
that  the  same  be  presented  to  Congress  at  their 
session  in  that  year. 

On  motion  resolved,  that  a  committee  consist¬ 
ing  of  one  delegate  from  each  society  represented 
in  this  Convention  be  appointed  to  draft  a  circular 
address,  and  that  the  second  and  third  propositions 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangement,  and 
the  preceding  resolution  respecting  the  memorial 
to  Congress,  be  referred  to  the  same  committee. 
The  following  persons  arc  appointed ...Adrian 
Hegcman,  William  Allinson,  Joseph  Bringhurst, 
jun.  and  Thomas  P.  Cope. 

Resolved,  that  the  fourth  proposition  of  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangement  be  referred 
to  Thomas  P.  Cope,  Timothy  Paxson,  and  Jacob 
S.  Wain,  jun.  to  report  by  memorial  or  other¬ 
wise. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  appointment 
of  the  Acting  Committee  for  the  ensuing  three 
yean.  ° 
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New  York.. ..John  Onderdonk.  New  Jersey.. .. 
John  Griscom.  Pennsylvania. . . .Thomas  P.  Cope, 
Joseph  R.  Jenks,  Timothy  Paxson,  Jacob  S.  Wain, 
jun.  Delaware.... Joseph  Bringhurst,  jun. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  afternoon  at  4  o’clock. 


January  15th ,  4  o'clock  P.  M. 
Convention  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment ; 

MEMBERS  PRESENT: 
GERSHOM  CRAFT.  President. 


Christopher  M.  Slocum, 
Jacob  Valentine, 

John  Onderdonk, 
Adrian  Hegeman, 
Robert  C.  Cornell, 

John  Griscom, 

William  Allinson, 

Amos  Cooper, 

Paul  Cooper, 

Timothy  Pax  son, 


George  Williams, 
Benjamin  Williams, 
Thomas  P.  Cope, 
Jacob  S.  Wain,  jun. 
Isaac  T.  Hopper, 
Joseph  Bringhurst,  jun. 
William  Pryce, 

Cyrus  Ncwlin, 

Joseph  R.  Jenks. 


A  communication  was  received  from  John  Shot- 
well,  informing  the  Convention  of  his  inability  to 
meet  them. 


The  Committee  on  the  Circular  Address  made 
a  report,  which  was  read  and  approved,  as  follows  : 

To  the.., . . Society  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of 

Slavery. 

IN  pursuance  of  the  practice  of  former  Con¬ 
ventions,  and  in  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  our 
own  feelings,  wc  affectionately  salute  you. 
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In  the  course  of  our  deliberations  on  the  im¬ 
pressive  subjects  submitted  to  our  consideration, 
it  has  been  thought  adviseable  to  recommend  that 
you  endeavour  to  establish  agencies  among  the 
friends  of  emancipation  in  the  southern  states,  in 
order  to  obtain  correct  and  early  information  of 
persons  who  incur  the  penalties  of  the  laws  respect¬ 
ing  slavery,  and  that  you  have  prompt  and  sufficient 
aid  in  prosecuting  of  such  offenders. 

We  learn  with  deep  regret,  that,  independent  of 
the  cruel  practice  of  kidnapping,  a  clandestine 
traffic  in  the  human  species  is  prosecuted  to  a 
considerable  extent,  by  the  citizens  of  one  of  the 
eastern  states.  Some  of  the  wretched  subjects  of 
this  commerce  are  conveyed  to  the  southward, 
and  there  sold.  The  establishment  therefore  of  a 
correspondence  with  suitable  persons,  whose  busi¬ 
ness  it  should  be  to  acquire  and  communicate  in¬ 
telligence  respecting  the  authors  and  abettors  of 
these  transactions  would  probably  be  the  means  of 
bringing  some  of  them  to  justice. 

Repeatedly  and  earnestly  as  we  have  recom¬ 
mended  tb~  subject  of  education  to  your  attention, 
we  cannot  forbear  renewing  the  interesting  call. 
Much  has  been  done,  yet  much  remains  to  be  ac¬ 
complished  ;  and  it  is  in  vain  that  you  extend  the 
boon  of  freedom  to  the  slave,  unless  you  qualify 
him  to  become  useful  to  himself,  his  family,  and 
his  country. 

As  the  period  is  not  far  distant  when  Congress 
may  constitutionally  prohibit  the  further  importa¬ 
tion  of  slaves,  we  recommend  that  you  pursue 
timely  measures  for  addressing  them  by  petition 
and  otherwise,  requesting  them  to  pass  such  laws 
as  shall  effectually  put  an  end  to  the  inhuman 
commerce. 
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You  will  perceive  by  our  minutes  that  we  have 
judged  it  expedient  so  to  modify  the  Constitution 
as  to  make  our  stated  meetings  triennial.  Should 
special  meetings  be  at  any  time  deemed  necessary, 
the  means  for  calling  them  are  provided  by  the 
Constitution.  We  trust,  however,  that  this  alter¬ 
ation  will  not  produce  any  abatement  of  your  zeal ; 
your  work  is  not  finished ;  nearly  one  fifth  of  the 
nation  drag  the  galling  chain  of  slavery,  and  look 
up  to  the  friends  of  emancipation,  for  liberty  and 
protection.  There  is  therefore  a  vast  field  yet 
open  for  the  exercise  of  your  humanity  ;  and  we 
intreat  you  by  the  love  of  justice....  by  the  endear¬ 
ing  ties  of  fellowship.... by  the  sacred  precepts  of 
Christianity.... that  you  abandon  not  the  cause,  un¬ 
til  the  rulers  of  the  land  shall  practice  what  they 
teach,  that  they  “  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evi- 
“  dent,  that  all  men  are  created  equal ;  that  they 
“  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  un- 
“  alienable  rights :  that  among  these  are  life,  li- 
“  berty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.” 


The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  pro¬ 
position  from  the  Providence  Society,  presented 
the  following  memorial,  which  was  read,  adopted, 
and  directed  to  be  signed  and  attested  by  the  Pre¬ 
sident  and  Secretary,  and  forwarded  to  Congress  by 
the  Acting  Committee. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

IT  is  to  us  a  subject  of  deep  regret  that  cir¬ 
cumstances  once  more  command  an  address  to  you 
in  the  language  of  solicitation.  In  thus  calling 
your  attention  from  objects  of  importance  to  those 
which  may  perhaps  be  deemed  of  inferior  moment, 
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wc  arc  not  actuated  by  an  ignoble  passion  for  re¬ 
nown.... for  otherwise.  We  arc  perfectly  content 
to  pass  down  the  stream  of  time  unnoticed  by  the 
world,  unrewarded  by  celebrity.  If  the  purposes 
which  we  hold  up  to  view  for  attainment,  arc  but 
accomplished,  entire  satisfaction  will  be  ours, 
though  fame  records  not  our  actions.  The  exist¬ 
ence  of  vice,  and  a  wish  to  eradicate  it,  have  alone 
drawn  us  from  the  obscurity  of  private  life. 

Sources  of  affliction  still  force  themselves  upon 
the  feelings  of  your  memorialists  in  viewing  the 
land  of  their  nativity  and  affection.  Though  the 
horizon  in  some  places  has  resumed  its  native 
lustre,  dark  clouds  intercept  its  splendour  in  others. 
We  still  hear  the  clanking  fetters  of  slavery  in  the 
dominions  of  liberty  ;  and  we  hear  them  with  in¬ 
creasing  noise.  That  the  cause  of  this  injurious 
change  should  be  legalized,  we  can  but  lament. 
We  ask  not  the  interposition  of  Congress :  though 
it  is  believed  to  be  within  their  inclination,  we 
know  it  is  beyond  their  power.  The  object  of 
this  memorial  is  the  removal  of  other  evils. 

Eminence  in  the  slave-trade  has  long\  disgrace¬ 
fully  distinguished  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  an 
eastern  state.  Regardless  of  their  own  or  their 
country’s  reputation,  they  have  long  been  the  in¬ 
human  forgers  of  chains  for  the  sons  of  Africa. 
By  their  means  the  American  flag  still  continues 
to  flutter  on  an’  insulted  territory,  the  witness  of 
the  greatest  enormities.  Parents  are  torn  from 
children  ;  husbands  from  wives :  in  a  word,  thou¬ 
sands  of  freemen  are  annually  dragged  into  slavery, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  vessels,  the  citi¬ 
zens,  and  the  produce  of  the  United  States.  And 
this  too  in  undisguised  contravention  of  the  laws 
of  their  country !  To  one  of  the  practices  to 
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which  the  African  traders  of  the  place  alluded  to 
have  resorted  for  escaping  even  a  chance  of  punish¬ 
ment,  we  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
wisdom  of  the  Union.  We  say  chance  of  punish¬ 
ment  ;  for  he  who  there  dares  to  step  forward  to 
assert  the  laws  of  the  land,  hazards  his  life. 

It  is  declared  in  the  first  section  of  an  Act  of 
Congress  passed  May  10,  1800,  unlawful  for  any 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  other  person  re¬ 
siding  within  the  United  States,  directly  or  indi¬ 
rectly  to  hold  any  right  or  property  in  any  vessel 
employed  in  the  transportation  of  slaves  from  one 
foreign  country  to  another  ;  and  any  right  or  pro¬ 
perty  belonging  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  forfeited,  and 
may  be  libelled  and  condemned  for  the  use  of  the 
person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  8cc.  Under 
this  act,  giving  the  whole  forfeiture  to  the  informer, 
the  vessels  of  those  who  incur  its  penalties  are 
libelled  and  condemned  by  collusion  with  their 
friends.  The  defendants,  by  this  mockery  of  jus¬ 
tice,  purge  their  vessels  from  crime,  subjecting 
themselves  merely  to  an  inconsiderable  expense. 
From  unquestionable  authority  we  arc  assured  of 
several  evasions  of  this  description.  To  prevent 
them,  and  strengthen  the  provisions  of  the  acts 
generally  upon  the  subject  of  the  slave-trade,  wc 
would  suggest  to  Congress  the  propriety  of  such 
an  alteration  in  the  law  as  to  entitle  the  United 
States  in  all  cases  to  a  proportion  of  the  condemn¬ 
ed  article ;  and  annexing  to  the  persons  engaged 
in  this  traffic  (since  shame  is  a  powerful  motive  to 
action)  a  disqualification  to  hold  any  office  under 
the  United  States. 

Your  memorialists  would  further  suggest  ano¬ 
ther  alteration  of  the  penal  code.  By  the  same  law 
of  1800,  voluntarily  serving  on  board  vessels  em- 
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ployed  in  the  transportation  of  slaves  from  one 
foreign  country  to  another,  is  declared  unlawful. 
The  punishment  of  this  offence  is  directed  to  be 
by  indictment.  By  the  existing  law,  criminal  pro¬ 
secutions  can  only  be  supported,  with  some  few 
exceptions,  by  viva  voce  testimony.  The  accused 
upon  the  trial  must  be  confronted  by  the  witnesses 
against  him.  To  seamen  the  knowledge  of  infrac¬ 
tions  of  the  part  of  the  law  last  alluded  to,  is 
usually  confined.  Persons  whose  avocations  con¬ 
stantly  lead  them  from  their  homes  to  distant 
places;  and  whose  attendance  at  trials  it  is  of 
course  generally  impossible  to  secure,  without  sub¬ 
jecting  them  to  the  palpable  injustice  of  confine- 
meht,  or  an  inconvenience  equally  great,  that  of 
compelling  by  surety  their  presence  at  a  particular 
day ;  on  which,  unexpectedly,  and  unavoidably, 
they  may  be  hundreds  of  miles  from  the  scene  of 
trial.  This  difficulty  it  is  apprehended  would  be 
obviated  by  removing,  from  written  testimony,  the 
objection  to  which  it  is  now  liable  in  criminal  pro  ¬ 
secutions,  under  the  law  of  1800,  and  giving  it  in 
such  cases  the  force  which  it  possesses  in  civil  ac¬ 
tions.  We  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  ob¬ 
jection  to  depositions  fairly  taken  in  the  presence 
of  prosecutor  and  prosecuted.  It  is,  however, 
with  great  deference  submitted  to  the  superior 
judgment  of  Congress. 

We  hope  that  in  thus  concisely  urging  upon 
your  notice  some  apprehended  defects  in  the  laws 
for  the  discouragement  of  the  worst  of  crimes,  im¬ 
pertinence  will  not  be  discoverable.  Though  the 
prospect  is  brightening  on  the  eye  of  humanity, 
though  the  period  rapidly  advances,  in  which  Con¬ 
gress  will  acquire  a  capacity  of  performing  by  a 
single  unexpensive  act,  more  good  than  perhaps 
ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  a  legislature  to  accomplish, 
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we  have  not,  hence,  conceived  ourselves  at  liberty 
to  view  with  inactive  zeal  present  excesses,  to  re¬ 
medy  which  a  competent  authority  exists. 


Resolved,  that  the  Acting  Committee  be  in¬ 
structed  to  convey  to  William  Wilberforce,  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  British  Parliament,  the  high  esteem 
which  this  Convention  entertains  for  his  character, 
and  its  thanks  for  his  long,  persevering,  and  bene¬ 
volent  endeavours  to  obtain  an  abolition  of  the 
traffic  in  slaves. 

Resolved  by  the  Convention  unanimously,  that, 
in  addition  to  the  provision  in  the  sixth  article  of 
the  Constitution,  for  the  calling  of  special  meetings 
of  the  Convention,  the  Acting  Committee  be  au¬ 
thorized  to  call  such  meetings  in  cases  of  emer¬ 
gency. 

On  motion,  resolved,  that  the  Acting  Commit¬ 
tee  have  printed  six  hundred  copies  of  the  Minutes 
of  this  Convention,  and  as  many  as  they  shall  judge 
necessary  of  the  Circular  Address ;  and  that  they 
have  them  transmitted  in  the  usual  proportions  to 
the  different  Abolition  Societies. 

Resolved,  that  the  Acting  Committee  present 
the  thanks  of  this  Convention  to  the  President  of 
the  Select  Council  of  the  city  of  Philadejphia,  for 
the  use  of  their  chamber  during  this  session. 

Resolved,  that  said  Committee  be  directed  to 
give  the  several  Abolition  Societies  three  months 
previous  notice  of  the  time  of  meeting  of  the  Con¬ 
vention,  and  that  they  request  each  society  to  en- 
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join  its  delegates  to  attend  the  meetings  thereof, 
during  the  whole  session. 

Resolved,  that  such  of  the  acts  of  the  legislatures 
of.the  eastern  states,  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  as 
a>e  contained  in  a  pamphlet  received  in  the  year 
from  the  Providence  Society  for  the  Aboli¬ 
tion  of  Slavery,  and  have  not  hitherto  been  pub¬ 
lished  by  order  of  the  Convention,  be  published 
with  the  Minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  of  this  year,  in  the  manner  which  may  be 
deemed  most  proper  by  the  Acting  Committee. 

Adjourned  sine  die. 

Published  by  order  of  the  Convention, 

JACOB  S.  WALN,  Jun.  Sec’ry. 

Philadelphia,  January  15th ,  1806. 
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The  following  is  the  Communication  received  from 
Peter  Williams,  jun.  referred  to  in  the  preceding 
Minutes. 

To  the  Convention  of  Delegates  from  the  different  Abolition 
Societies  in  the  United  States ,  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia 
the  1 3  th  of  January ,  1 806. 

THE  indefatigable  zeal  of  the  Abolition  So¬ 
ciety,  in  liberating  from  bondage  an  oppressed 
people,  and  the  means  which  they  have  made  use 
of  to  promote  their  happiness,  highly  merit  the 
grateful  acknowledgement  of  the  African  race,  and 
the  approbation  of  every  candid  discerning  mind. 
The  influence  which  they  have  had  in  ameliorating 
our  distresses,  and  redressing  the  injuries  done  us, 
is  obvious,  on  a  review  of  the  deplorable  situation 
to  which  we  were  reduced  by  those  whose  insatiate 
thirst  for  sordid  gold,  superseding  every  other 
consideration,  rendered  them  insensible  to  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  human  nature.  Torn  from  our  families, 
our  friends,  and  from  all  we  held  most  dear,  we 
were  dragged  to  a  distant,  and  inhospitable  shore, 
and  there  doomed  to  wear  out  a  miserable  exist¬ 
ence  in  the  service  of  cruel  and  imperious  masters, 
in  whose  estimation  we  were  merely  as  beasts  of 
burthen,  destined  by  fate  to  a  state  of  slavery.  In 
this  abject,  and  forlorn  condition,  stimulated  alone 
by  the  scourge  to  excessive  labour ;  worn  down 
by  fatigue,  without  enjoying  the  necessaries  of 
life ;  held  in  contempt,  as  a  degradation  to  the  hu* 
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man  species ;  enveloped  in  ignorance,  by  the  base 
policy  of  our  tyrants,  and  deprived  of  hope  in  so 
wretched  a  condition ;  we  oft  called  to  remem¬ 
brance  our  native  land,  and  with  deep  regret 
mourned  the  loss  of  those  darling  comforts  which 
endear  life  to  man,  and  in  paroxysms  of  rage  were 
ready  to  curse  the  hour  which  severed  us  from 
happiness,  and  placed  us  under  the  dominion  of 
men  who  delight  in  the  sufferings  of  their  fellow- 
creatures.  But  ere  long  that  humanity  which  is 
so  conspicuous  in  the  character  of  the  Friends, 
interposed  in  our  behalf;  they,  with  other  humane 
men,  of  different  denominations,  saw,  and  sympa¬ 
thized  in  our  sorrows,  and  rising  above  the  mean 
prejudices  imbibed  against  us,  united  their  efforts 
in  order  to  rescue  from  slavery  and  misery  the  un¬ 
fortunate  sons  of  Africa.  Innumerable  were  the 
obstacles  opposed  to  this  plan  by  self-interested 
men ;  but  in  despite  of  them  all,  their  munificence 
iuid  perseverance  sat  thousands  at  liberty,  and  are 
daily  casting  off  the  shackles  of  numbers  more. 
Although  the  restoration  of  our  liberty  is  an  act  of 
genuine  benevolence,  had  their  kindness  extended 
no  farther,  we  should  again  have  fallen,  helpless 
and  unprotected,  an  easy  prey  to  the  perfidious- 
ness  of  our  former  oppressors.  Happily  for  us, 
this  was  not  the  case :  happily  for  us,  that  our 
benefactors  esteem  it  a  pleasure,  not  only  to  gain, 
but  to  secure  our  freedom.  When  the  insidious 
kidnapper  endangers  our  rights,  they  fly  to  our 
assistance,  by  which  means  hundreds  of  freed  men 
have  been  saved  from  a  second  bondage ;  and  it  is 
through  their  instrumentality  that  equal  justice  is 
distributed  to  the  black  and  the  white.  Launched 
as  it  were  into  a  new  element,  illiterate,  and  inex¬ 
perienced,  to  what  dangers  might  we  have  been 
exposed,  had  we  not  found  a  guide,  faithful  and 
judicious,  in  these  humane  men.  They  knew  full 
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well,  that  ignorance  is  the  fosterer  of  vice,  and  that 
vice  is  the  bane  of  happiness.  With  a  view  there¬ 
fore  to  prevent  these  evil  consequences,  and  ele¬ 
vate  us  to  a  state  of  respectability  in  society,  they 
inculcated  by  precept  and  example,  the  lessons  of 
morality,  industry,  and  economy ;  and  the  better 
to  promote  their  laudable  designs,  they  erected 
schools  to  enlighten  our  minds  by  the  genial  rays 
of  literature.  To  one  of  these  institutions  I  am  in¬ 
debted  for  my  education,  which,  though  not  great, 
is  sufficient  to  convince  me  of  its  great  utility. 
The  result  of  these  measures  afford  a  scene  worthy 
the  contemplation  of  a  philosophic  mind,  which 
must  behold  with  pleasing  transport,  the  African 
race  emerging  from  complicated  misery,  to  the  full 
enjoyments  of  civilized  life ;  the  beams  of  litera¬ 
ture  dispersing  the  clouds  of  ignorance,  and  the 
gradual  discardmcnt  of  the  illiberal  opinions  enter¬ 
tained  against  part  of  the  human  family.  Notwith¬ 
standing  I  regret  that  many,  too  many,  freed  men, 
have  unhappily  fallen  victims  to  vice;  yet  wc  behold 
their  number  surpassed  by  those  who  uphold  re¬ 
spectable  stations  in  life,  and  far  surpassed  by  those 
whose  frugality  and  integrity  have  ranked  them  in 
society  as  useful  men :  wc  behold  also  numbers  in¬ 
structed  in  the  rudiments  of  learning,  and  some  who 
already  tread  the  flowery  paths  of  science ;  while,  in 
all  classes  of  society  we  behold  numerous  coun¬ 
tenances  assuming  a  friendly  aspect  towards  us. 
From  this  pleasing  prospect,  may  I  not  anticipate 
a  time  when  posterity  shall  set  at  nought  all  dis¬ 
tinctions  betw  een  the  inalienable  rights  of  black 
men,  and  white.  Hence  it  may  easily  be  discover¬ 
ed  that  we  have  reaped  infinite  advantages  from  the 
Abolition  Society,  for  which,  gratitude  loudly  de¬ 
mands  an  acknowledgement.  In  the  name,  there¬ 
fore,  of  my  fellow-countrymen,  and  in  behalf  of 
mvsclf,  I  return  you  thanks,  ye  venerable,  ye  phi- 
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lanthropic  men,  for  espousing  the  cause  of  an  in¬ 
jured,  an  oppressed,  and  a  despised  race,  and  for 
all  the  benefits  and  advantages  we  have  derived 
from  your  unabating  zeal  and  good  will  towards 
us. 

PETER  WILLIAMS,  Jun. 

New  York ,  January  6th,  1806. 


State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations. 

June  Session,  1774. 

An  Act  Prohibiting  the  Importation  of  Negroes  into  this 
Colony. 

WHEREAS  the  inhabitants  of  America  arc 
generally  engaged  in  the  preservation  of  their  own 
rights  and  liberties,  among  which  that  of  personal 
freedom  must  be  considered  as  the  greatest ;  and 
as  those  who  are  desirous  of  enjoying  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  liberty  themselves,  should  be  willing  to 
extend  personal  liberty  to  others : 

Therefore  be  it  enacted  by  this  General  Assem¬ 
bly,  and  by  the  authority  thereof  it  is  enacted , 
That  for  the  future  no  negro  or  mulatto  slave  shall 
be  brought  into  this  colony :  And  in  case  any  slave 
shall  hereafter  be  brought  in,  he  or  she  shall  be  and 
are  hereby  rendered  immediately  free,  so  far  as  re¬ 
spects  personal  freedom  and  the  enjoyment  of  pri¬ 
vate  property,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  native 
Indians. 

Provided  nevertheless ,  That  this  law  shall  not 
extend  to  servants  of  persons  travelling  through 
this  colonv,  who  are  not  inhabitants  thereof,  and 
who  carry  them  out  with  them  when  they  leave  the 
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Provided  also ,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall 
extend,  or  be  deemed  to  extend,  to  any  negro  or 
mulatto  slave,  belonging  to  any  inhabitant  of  either 
of  the  British  colonies,  islands  or  plantations,  who 
shall  come  into  this  colony  with  an  intention  to 
settle  or  reside  for  a  number  of  years  therein ;  but 
such  negro  or  mulatto,  so  brought  into  this  colony 
by  such  person  inclining  to  settle  or  reside  there¬ 
in,  shall  be  and  remain  in  the  same  situation,  and 
subject  in  like  manner  to  their  master  or  mistress, 
as  they  were  in  the  colony  or  plantation  from 
whence  they  removed. 


State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations. 

October  Session,  1779. 

An  Act  Prohibiting  Slaves  being  Sold  out  of  the  State 
agamst  their  Consent. 

WHEREAS  tolerating  strangers  to  purchase 
negro  or  mulatto  slaves  in  this  state,  and  carry 
them  off  either  by  land  or  water  against  their  con¬ 
sent,  to  perpetuate  their  slavery  in  foreign  parts, 
remote  from  their  friends  and  acquaintance,  is 
against  the  rights  of  human  nature,  and  tends 
greatly  to  aggravate  the  condition  of  slavery,  which 
this  General  Assembly  is  disposed  rather  to  alle¬ 
viate,  till  some  favourable  occasion  may  offer  for 
its  total  abolition  :  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  this 
General  Assembly ,  and  by  the  authority  thereof 
it  is  enacted ,  That  in  case  ant-  stranger  or  fo¬ 
reigner,  or  any  person  or  persons  whoever,  shall 
presume  to  purchase,  and  in  consequence  of  such 
recent  title,  or  of  any  other  right,  title  or  claim 
whatsoever,  shall  forcibly  or  fraudulently  attempt 
to  carry  off,  either  by  land  or  water,  out  of  the 
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bounds  and  jurisdiction  of  this  state,  against  their 
consent,  any  negro  or  mulatto  slave  or  slaves  here¬ 
tofore  residing  in  this  state,  such  attempt  shall 
operate  against  the  person  or  persons  making  the 
same,  either  by  themselves  or  any  other  person  or 
persons  acting  under  them,  and  in  their  behalf,  to 
a  total  defeazance  and  forfeiture  of  all  their  right, 
title  or  claim,  to  such  slave  or  slaves. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid ,  That  upon  its  being  alledgcd  and  proved 
by  such  slave  or  slaves,  or  any  other  person  in  his 
or  their  behalf,  before  any  one  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  this  state,  that  such  an  attempt  hath  been  made 
as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  and  become 
the  duty  of  such  Justice  forthwith  to  give  under 
his  hand  and  seal,  to  such  slave  or  slaves,  a  certifi¬ 
cate  of  his  or  their  total  emancipation ;  by  virtue 
of  which,  such  slave  or  slaves  shall  become  forever 
thereafter  as  perfectly  liberated  from  the  power  of 
the  persons  concerned  in  such  attempt,  as  though 
he  or  they  had  never  been  in  bondage. 

And  lest  the  said  slaves  should  by  fraud,  threats 
or  duress,  be  prevailed  upon  hastily  to  declare  their 
consent  to  such  sale  and  exportation,  when  at  the 
same  time,  in  truth  and  reality,  entirely  averse 
thereto,  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid ,  That  nothing  shall  be  deemed  sufficient 
evidence  of  such  their  consent,  but  a  certificate, 
signed  by  two  or  more  Justices  of  the  Peace,  in 
the  town  where  such  slave  or  slaves  may  reside,  to 
the  following  purport,  to  wit : 

We  the  subscribers,  Justices  of  the  Peace  in 

the  town  of . ...»  in  the  county  of . . .  and 

state  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  plantations, 
do  hereby  certify  all  persons  whom  it  may  concern, 
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that  . .  a  slave,  about .  years  of  age, 

heretofore  belonging  to . ,  and  usually  serving 

. in  this  town,  hath  appeared  before  us  at  two 

several  times,  three  days  asunder,  in  the  absence 

of . owner,  and,  under  no  apparent  restraint 

or  duress,  hath  fully  at  each  time  declared . 

consent  to  be  sold  to . .  of  the  state  of . , 

in  the  county  of . ,  and  town  of . ,  and 

to  be  forthwith  carried  to  said  town  to  reside  with 

the  said . in  a  state  of  slavery.  Witness  our 

hands.  Dated  this .  day  of . .  in  the 

year  of  our  Lord . 

Provided  always,  That  in  case  any  negro  or 
mulatto  slave  shall  become  notoriously  unfaithful 
and  villainous,  and  the  ouTier  or  owners  thereof 
shall  allcdge  and  make  proof  of  the  same,  at  the 
General  Sessions  of  the*  Peace,  in  the  county  Avhcre 
such  slave  or  slaves  reside,  and  obtain  judgment 
against  him  or  them,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  owner  or  owners  to  export  said  delinquent 
slave  or  slaves  to  any  place  within  the  jurisdiction 
ol  the  United  States.  And  a  copy  of  the  said, 
judgment,  annexed  to  the  bill  of  sale,  shall  justify 
his  or  their  exportation  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  no  person,  owner  of  any  slave  or 
slaves  in  this  state,  shall  sell  or  dispose  of  him  or 
them  to  be  carried  out  of  the  state,  on  any  pre¬ 
tence  whatever,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  hereof;  and  that  if  any  person  or  persons 
in  this  state  shall  be  lawfully  convicted  of  selling 
or  disposing  of  any  such  slave  or  slaves,  in  manner 
as  aforesaid,  he  or  they  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
such  slave  or  slaves  shall  be  valued  at ;  the  one 
half  thereof  to  and  for  the  use  of  this  state,  and 
the  other  half  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  informer 
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who  shall  prosecute  the  same  ;  to  be  tried  and  re¬ 
covered  before  any  court  of  law  in  this  state  pro¬ 
per  to  try  the  same. 


State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations. 

February  Session,  1784. 

An  Act  Authorizing  the  jfannmission  of  Negroes ,  Mulat¬ 
to  es  and  others ,  and  for  the  Gradual  Abolition  of  Slavery . 

WHEREAS  all  men  are  entitled  to  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  and  the  hold¬ 
ing  mankind  in  a  state  of  slavery,  as  private  pro¬ 
perty,  which  has  gradually  obtained  by  unrestrain¬ 
ed  custom  and  the  permission  of  the  laws,  is  re¬ 
pugnant  to  this  principle,  and  subversive  of  the 
happiness  of  mankind,  the  great  end  of  all  civil 
government : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  this  General  Assem¬ 
bly  ,  and  by  the  authority  thereof  it  is  enacted , 
That  no  person  or  persons,  whether  negroes,  mu- 
lattoes  or  others,  who  shall  be  born  within  the  li¬ 
mits  of  this  state,  on  or  after  the  first  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1784,  shall  be  deemed  or  considered  as 
servants  for  life,  or  slaves ;  and  that  all  servitude 
for  life,  of  slavery  of  children,  to  be  born  as  afore¬ 
said,  in  consequence  of  the  condition  of  their  mo¬ 
thers,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  taken  away,  ex¬ 
tinguished  and  for  ever  abolished. 
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MINUTES 


or 

THE  PROCEEDINGS 

or  THE  TWELFTH 

AMERICAN  CONVENTION 

FOE  PROMOTING  THE 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY, \  &c. 


SELECT  COUNCIL  CHAMBER. 

Philadelphia ,  January  9th  1809. 

THIS  being  the  day  appointed  by  the  Con¬ 
stitution  for  the  meeting  of  the  American  Con¬ 
vention  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery, 
&c.  one  member  from  New- Jersey  and  several 
from  New- York  and  Pennsylvania  appeared. 
But  it  being  suggested  that  a  more  numerous  at¬ 
tendance  might  be  expected  to-morrow,  it  was 
agreed  to  adjourn  until  the  10th  inst.  at  10 
o’clock  in  the  forenoon. 

January  lOtK 

Delegates  from  several  Abolition  Societies 
appeared  and  took  their  seats,  Thomas  P.  Cope 
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was  appointed  chairman,  and  Benjamin  Williams 
secretary,  pro  tempore. 

From  the  credentials  produced  it  appeared 
that  the  following  persons  had  been  appointed  to 
represent  their  respective  Societies  in  this  Con¬ 
vention,  viz. 

From  New-  Font.... Thomas  Eddy, 

Allen  Sheppard, 

Abraham  Barker, 

Adrian  Hegcrman, 

William  Slosson, 

Elisha  Morrcl, 

Rudolph  Bunner, 

Henry  Post,  junior. 

Samuel  Hicks, 

Aaron  H.  Palmer. 

New- Jersey  Amos  Cooper, 

Benjamin  Rulon, 

William  Newbold, 

Richard  Hartshome, 
Thomas  M.  Potter, 

John  Potts, 

Andrew  Elston, 

Pennsyhania.,T\mo\hy  Paxson, 

Roberts  Vaux, 

Thomas  P.  Cope, 

Joseph  R.  Jenks, 

Stephen  Pike, 

Benjamin  Williams, 

Joseph  Parker. 

Delnrvare.. Cyrus  Newlin, 

Samuel  Nicola, 
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Joseph  Bringhurst,  junior, 
Isaac  H.  Starr, 

William  Poole, 

William  Pryce. 

The  Delegates  present  were.... A.  Barker,  S. 
Hicks,  A.  H.  Palmer,  A.  Cooper,  W.  New- 
bold,  R.  Vaux,  T.  P.  Cope,  S.  Pike,  B.  Wil¬ 
liams,  J.  Parker,  C.  Newlin,  J.  Bringhurst,  jun. 
I.  H.  Starr,  W.  Poole,  W.  Piyce. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  of¬ 
ficers,  when  the  following  persons  were  duly 
elected ; 

TIMOTHY  PAXSON . president. 

THOMAS  P.  COPE . treasurer. 

JOHN  BACON . secretart. 

John  Rafield  was  appointed  door-keeper. 

The  president  and  secretary  being  absent,  the 
chairman  and  secretary  pro.  tern,  were  requested 
still  to  officiate. 

A  communication  Was  read  from  the  Aboli¬ 
tion  Society  of  New- York.  During  the  reading 
Timothy  Paxson  appeared,  and  at  the  conclusion 
thereof,  being  informed  of  his  election  to  the  of¬ 
fice  of  president,  took  the  chair. 

Communications  were  also  read  from  the 
Abolition  Societies  of  New- Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Delaware,  as  follows 
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To  the  Convention  of  Delegates  from  the  several  Abolition 

Societies  in  the  United  States ,  to  be  holden  at  Philadel¬ 
phia  on  the  ninth  day  of  January  in  the  Year  1809. 

AFTER  the  lapse  of  nearly  three  years  since 
the  meccting  of  the  last  Convention,  we  rejoice 
in  the  opportunity  of  addressing  you,  their  suc¬ 
cessors. 

The  occasion  of  your  assembling  brings,  to¬ 
gether  the  representatives  of  associations  the 
most  benevolent  in  their  origin,  and  therefore  re¬ 
quiring  the  most  steady  perseverance  in  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  their  pursuit,  as  well  as  the  most  deli¬ 
berate,  wise,  and  efficient  measures  for  carying 
them  into  execution.  The  man  has  small  claims 
to  a  character  for  genuine  philanthropy  or  deep 
reflection,  who  habitually  declaiming  on  his  vi¬ 
gilance  for  the  freedom  of  those  of  his  own  co¬ 
lour,  can  yet  sec  with  indifference,  multitudes 
around  him  in  slavery,  who  have  either  been 
wickedly  dragged  from  another  climate,  or  bom 
in  our  own  soil,  with  natural  rights,  feelings, 
and  perhaps  capacities  equal  to  his  own. 

While  we  arc  consistant  in  the  love  of  free  in¬ 
stitutions  we  obey  a  sort  of  pre-eminent  de¬ 
mand  in  extending  their  benefits  to  the  more 
helpless  and  unfortunate.  So  much  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  happiness  depends  on  domestic  virtues,  and 
so  much  of  the  excellency  of  legislative  proceed¬ 
ings  on  the  correct  views  of  subordinate  associa¬ 
tions,  that  the  importance  of  our  undertakings 
swells  into  magnitude,  and  we  justly  consider 
ourselves  under  a  responsibility  not  to  be  disre¬ 
garded  as  light,  nor  despised  as  trivial.  Thus 
while  we  felicitate  ourselves  on  being  under  Pro¬ 
vidence  instrumental  in  meliorating  the  condi- 
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tion  of  many  Blacks,  and  in  augmenting  their 
enjoyments,  we  find  increased  incentives  to  car¬ 
ry  into  more  complete  execution  what  has  been 
so  beneficially  begun. 

But  permit  us  more  explicitly  to  state,  that 
we  do  not  consider  zeal  as  the  only  requisite  to 
the  accomplishment  of  bur  objects.  Nice  dis- 
cremination  is  necessary  respecting  the  subjects 
to  be  flattered  with  the  hopes  of  immediate 
emancipation ;  as  on  the  one  hand  we  should 
suffer  no  one  to  linger  in  slavery  whom  the  laws 
have  pronounced  free,  so  on  the  other  we  should 
never  outstrip  the  laws  by  making  inroads  into 
private  right,  or  improperly  interrupting  domes¬ 
tic  tranquility.  Hence  the  first  object  is  to  give 
perfection  to  our  statutes  regulating  slavery,  and 
the  next  to  see  their  emancipating  provisions 
strictly  and  equitably  enforced. 

Much  may  still  be  done  in  giving  a  more 
commendable  form  to  the  acts  of  the  different 
states  making  provision  on  this  head  and  we 
cannot  but  esteem  it  of  primary  importance  that 
such  hints  should  occasionally  be  thrown  out  by 
those  who  have  made  this  the  subject  of  their  in¬ 
vestigation  as  may  lead  our  Legislature  to  the 
adoption  of  measures  best  calculated  to  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  that  object.  Besides  the  benevolent 
purposes  for  which  we  have  associated  should  be 
placed  in  so  amiable  a  light  as  to  draw  the  influ¬ 
ential  into  a  chearful  co-operation,  while  such 
prudence  should  temper  our  conduct  as  not  to 
create  among  the  neutral  part  of  society  any  as- 
persities  whereby  unnecessary  opposition  might 
be  excited,  unwarrantable  principles  awakened 
into  more  activity,  the  purity  of  our  motives  be 
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arraigned  at  the  bar  of  public  censure,  and  the 
best  efforts  of  our  benificent  establishments 
be  rendered  pernicious  or  nugatory.  These 
thoughts  we  have  seen  fit  incidentally  to  throw 
out,  while  we  pass  to  the  more  pleasing  task  of 
pointing  to  the  success  with  which  our  exertions 
have  been  crowned. 

The  law  of  uur  general  government  inhibi¬ 
ting  the  importation  of  slaves  into  any  part  of 
our  territories  cannot  but  be  a  source  of  felicita¬ 
tion  to  us  all.  Highly  gratifying  as  this  would 
be  in  any  view,  it  becomes  still  more  so  when 
we  reflect  that  the  earliest  possible  opportunity 
was  taken  for  carrying  this  measure  into  effect 
as  soon  as  the  Constitutional  barrier  was  remov¬ 
ed,  and  the  promptitude  with  which  it  was 
enacted,  affords  an  unequivocal  proof  of  the  jus¬ 
tice  and  benevolence  of  our  government.  The 
measure  was  honorable  to  the  nation  at  large  as 
well  as  to  their  Legislature.  The  exertion  of 
this  power  became  the  more  necessary  because 
some  of  the  states  exhibited  a  disinclination  to 
abridge  what  appeared  a  temporary  advantage, 
although  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  humane 
and  enlightened  of  all  classes.  The  toleration 
of  a  trade  which  daily  brought  more  miserable 
victims  to  our  shores,  can  no  longer  be  a  ro 
proach,  while  a  greater  facility  is  afforded  to  the 
efforts  of  the  benevolent,  in  rendering  more  light 
the  burden  which  policy  may  suggest  as  unwise 
too  suddenly  to  remove. 

But  the  subject  more  immediately  inviting 
our  attention  is  the  melioration  of  the  laws  of 
our  own  state,  in  which  case,  we  are  entitled  to 
flatter  ourselves,  our  exertions  have  not  been 
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without  influence.  Under  this  head  we  may 
mention  a  statute  intended  as  a  preventive  to  the 
kidnapping  of  free  people  of  colour.  By  an 
act  of  our  Legislature  passed  1st  April  1808, 
the  first  offence  of  this  kind  is  made  punishable 
by  imprisonment  in  the  State-prison  for  seven 
years,  and  a  fine  in  addition  if  deemed  necessa¬ 
ry  ;  the  penalty  for  a  second  offence  is  impris¬ 
onment  for  life.  Some  persons  indicted  under 
this  act  have  absconded. 

Several  amendments  of  our  statutes  have  been 
made  the  better  to  detect  persons  transporting 
slaves,  and  an  act  has  also  passed  prohibiting 
their  importation,  or  exportation,  unless  their 
owner  has  possessed  them  for  ten  years.  It 
is  extremely  satisfactory  to  us  to  remark  the 
promptitude  with  which  our  State  Legislature 
has  at  all  ,times  adopted  wholesome  restrictions, 
when  unwarrantable  cupidity  has  been  discover¬ 
ed  in  making  merchandize  of  people  of  colour, 
and  the  readiness  with  which  they  have  in  like 
manner  taken  every  measure  of  precaution  when 
attempts  at  evading  the  force  of  law  have  appeared 
to  render  them  necessary. 

To  the  vigilance  of  our  standing  committee 
it  is  to  be  attributed  that  many  offenders  have 
been  brought  to  justice  under  the  various  acts  of 
our  state  here  alluded  to,  and  by  the  exercise 
of  that  attention  which  the  subject  requires,  little 
doubt  is  entertained  that  offences  against  them 
will  become  less  frequent.  But  upon  occasions 
of  this  kind  the  most  interesting  cause  for  con¬ 
gratulation  is,  the  great  number  of  blacks  once 
wrongfully  held  in  slavery  who  have  received 
the  benefits  of  our  institution,  having  been 
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emancipated  and  brought  into  the  enjoyment  of 
freedom  through  the  exertions  of  the  active 
members  of  our  body.  Reflection  always  rests 
with  more  satisfaction  on  the  case  of  one  put 
into  the  possession  of  a  right  withhoklen,  than  on 
one  subjected  to  the  penalty  of  a  crime  commit¬ 
ted.  The  one  augments  the  aggregate  of  gene- 
ral  happiness,  the  other  although  a  necessary  and 
a  salutary  guard  against  the  multiplication  of 
crimes,  gives  but  a  gloomy  picture  of  human 
frailty,  and  tortures  the  affections  with  the 
memento  of  man’s  liability  to  error. 

Another  subject  for  congratulation  is  the  in- 
corporation  of  this  society.  An  act  of  our  Lc- 
gislaturc  for  this  purpose  was  obtained  at  their 
last  regular  session.  If'vc  are  not  too  sanguine 
in  our  calculations  this  will  be  a  means  of  ex¬ 
tending  our  usefulness  as  well  as  of  rendering  all 
our  advantages  more  permanent. 

As  another  pleasing  subject  for  enumeration 
we  again  have  to  specify  the  school  for  children 
of  colour  under  our  care.  This  still  holds  out 
the  appearance  of  advantages  as  great  as  the 
most  sanguine  had  anticipated.  It  is  at  present 
composed  of  about  one  hundred  children  of  both 
sexes.  These  are  taught  the  rudiments  of 
knowledge  under  the  same  discreet  man  of  co¬ 
lour  who  has  several  times  before  been  men¬ 
tioned  to  you.  It  may  justly  be  said  that  their 
advancement  in  learning,  their  moral  demeanour, 
and  the  docility  of  their  dispositions  in  conform¬ 
ing  to  a  regular  and  appropriate  discipline,  are 
extremely  grateful  to  those  who  make  them  the 
subject  of  attentive  observation.  Lancaster’s1 
mode  of  instruction  has  been  introduced  into 
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this  school  with  considerable  success,  and  we 
think  proper  to  bear  this  testimony  in  its  favour 
as  its  cheapness  and  simplicity,  with  its  peculiar 
fitness  to  the  instruction  of  a  large  number  of 
scholars  under  one  teacher,  strongly  recommend 
it  to  the  adoption  of  all  similar  institutions. 

Before  we  close,  permit  us  to  congratulate  you 
upon  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  by  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  Great-Britain ;  and  we  cannot  but 
express  the  pleasure  we  feel  from  understanding 
that  associations  arc  formed,  composed  of  some 
of  the  most  honourable  and  influential  characters 
of  that  kingdom,  the  better  to  carry  into  effect 
their  laws  upon  the  subject  of  Slaver}’.  May 
we  not  hope  that  this  will  prove  an  additional  in¬ 
centive  to  other  nations  to  do  likewise?  May  we 
not  hope  that .  humanity  will  keep  pace  with 
knowledge  ?  And  that  in  proportion  as  the  world 
is  enlightened,  more  efficient  exertions  will  be 
made  for  advancing  the  liberties  of  mankind ! 

As  for  America,  whose  name  awakens  the 
best  of  our  affections,  will  she  not  re-double  her 
zeal  and  endeavours  to  surpass  other  parts  of 
the  world,  in  the  diffusion  of  light,  as  she  does 
in  privileges  ?  Can  there  be  men  enjoying  the 
blessings  of  her  government  who  will  any  longer 
connive  at  a  traffic  the  most  infamous  and  inhu¬ 
man  ?  If  there  be,  it  becomes  peculiarly  the 
duty  of  those  who  think  as  we  do,  to  oppose 
and  counteract  them ;  and  we  indulge  a  well- 
founded  expectation,  that  by  a  steady  adherence 
to  the  regulations  by  which  we  have  heretofore 
been  governed,  we  shall  contribute  our  mite  to¬ 
wards.  abolishing  forever  the  most  detestable 
vice  which  appears  to  us  equally  repugnant  to 
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the  Laws  of  G  od  and  to  the  rights  of  Man ;  and 
the  very  imputation  of  which  upon  our  country 
we  consider  as  a  national  disgrace. 

We  have  chosen  as  Delegates  to  represent  us 
in  the  General  Convention — Thomas  Eddy,  Al¬ 
len  Sheppard,  Abraham  Barker,  Adrian  Hcger- 
man,  William  Slosson,  Elisha  Morrell,  Ru¬ 
dolph  Bunncr,  Henry  Post,  junior,  Samuel 
Hicks,  and  Aaron  H,  Palmer. 

Annexed  is  a  list  of  our  Officers  for  the  pre¬ 
sent  year  : — 

Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  President  ;  Valentine 
Seaman,  first  Vice-President ;  Adrian  Heger- 
man,  second  Vice-President ;  John  Murray,  ju¬ 
nior,  Treasurer ;  Isaac  A.  Van  Hook,  Secre- 
tary  ;  Thomas  Collins,  Assistant  Secretary ; 
Peter  Say  Munro,  Thomas  Addis  Emmett, 
William  Johnson  and  Cadwallader  D.  Colden, 
Counsellors  ;  Abraham  Barker,  Register;  Wil¬ 
liam  T.  Slocum,  Chairman  of  Standing  Com¬ 
mittee  ;  Charles  Collins,  Secretary  of  Stand¬ 
ing  Committee;  Willett  Hicks,  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  School ;  Robert 
H.  Bowne,  Secretary  of  do. ;  George  Newbold, 
Chairman  of  Committee  of  Correspondence; 
William  Slosson,  Secretary  of  do. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Society, 

VALENTINE  SEAMAN,  1st  Vicc-Prctident. 

ISAAC  A.  VAN  HOOK.  Secretary, 


.Vcw-York,  December  24 th>  1808. 
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Froin  the  JYew  Jersey  Society  for  promoting  the  Abolition 

of  Slavery,  to  the  ensuing  American  Convention ,  to  be 

held  in  Philadelphia  on  the  9th  day  of  the  First  Month , 

1809. 

Your  last  Address  dated  First  Mondi,  1806, 
was  received  and  read  among  us,  and,  with  the 
minutes  of  your  proceedings,  was  distributed  in 
the  usual  proportions  to  our  respective  districts. 

The  recommendation  respecting  the  procur¬ 
ing  of  Agents  in  the  Southern  States,  we  have 
duly  considered  ;  but,  from  our  local  situation, 
and  other  reasons,  we  deemed  it  unnecessary  to 
take  any  measures  relative  thereto. 

We  appointed  a  Committee  to  draft  and  cir¬ 
culate  petitions  to  Congress  in  favour  of  the  abo¬ 
lition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  but  our  Committee 
reported  that  Congress  had  been  so  prompt  in 
conclusion  on  this  subject,  as  to  supercede  the 
necessity  of  their  application. 

Several  persons  have  been  liberated  from  bon¬ 
dage  through  the  agency  of  this  Society  since 
our  last  Address,  but  at  present  we  cannot  pre¬ 
cisely  mark  their  number. 

The  education  of  the  People  of  Colour,  we 
are  very  sensible,  is  deeply  important,  both  as 
it  respects  their  present  and  future  happiness, 
and  the  harmony  and  interests  of  the  community 
at  large;  but,  we  can  with  regret  acknowledge, 
that  veiy  little  has  been  done  in  this  extensive 
and  interesting  field  for  labour. 

Our  Representatives  appointed  to  attend  the ' 
ensuing  Convention,  are  Amos  Cooper,  Rcnja- 
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min  Rulon,  William  Newbold,  Richard  Harts- 
home,  Thomas  M.  Potter,  John  Potts  and  An¬ 
drew  Elston. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Abolition  Society  of 
New- Jersey,  by  direction  of  a  meeting  thereof 
held  at  Trenton,  the  28th  day  of  the  Ninth 
Month,  18,08. 

WILLIAM  NEWBOLD,  V.  President. 

WILLIAM  ALLINSON,  Secretary .. 


Officers  of  the  Society  are— 

FRANKLIN  DAVENPORT....Prebidekt. 

WILLIAM  NEWBOLD,, . Vlc,.pRB8IDltw. 

JAMES  J.  WILSON,  > 

WILLIAM  COXE....Treasurer. 

WILLIAM  ALLINSON....Sbcretart. 


To  tnc  American  Convention ,  for  promoting  the  Abolition 
of  Slavery. 

THE  circular  address  of  the  last  Conven¬ 
tion,  together  with  printed  copies  of  the  min¬ 
utes  of  its  proceedings  were  duly  received. 

We  have  not  deemed  it  expedient  to  pursue 
precisely  the  track  marked  out  by  the  Conven- 
vention,  in  establishing  agencies  throughout  the 
Southern  States.  Experience  has  taught  us, 
that  without  exciting  an  opposition  too  fre¬ 
quently  the  consequence  of  agencies  formally 
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authorized,  the  essential  purposes  may  be  se¬ 
cured  by  die  voluntary  services  of  individuals, 
whose  zeal,  though  tempered  by  considerations 
of  individual  responsibility,  is  generally  suffi¬ 
cient  for  all  attainable  ends.  Notwithstanding 
the  apparent  advancement  of  the  great  cause  of 
emancipation,  the  application  of  the  laws  on  this 
interresting  subject,  to  the  relief  of  the  oppres¬ 
sed,  becomes  daily  more  difficult.  Prudence 
has  become  necessary  to  our  security,  and  per- 
su^tion  to  our  success.  While  wc  thus  candid¬ 
ly  acknowlcge  the  necessity  of  circumspection, 
we  deprecate  an  inference,  that  our  conduct  is  in 
any  degree  influenced  by  a  dirclection,  of  prin¬ 
ciples.  On  the  contrary  we  continue  to  com¬ 
miserate  the  sufferings  of  this  oppressed  race* 
and  abhor  the  selfish  policy,  which  sanctions  the 
sacrifice  of  justice  and  humanity  at  the  shrine  of 
avarice.  Hitherto  the  approving  voice  of  the 
community  and  the  liberal  interpretation  of  the 
law,  have  smoothed  the  path  of  duty  and  promo¬ 
ted  a  satisfactory  issue  to  our  humane  exer¬ 
tions.  At  present  however  the  sentiments  of 
our  fellow  citizens  and  the  decisions  of  our 
courts  are  less  auspicious.  This  change  of 
opinion,  so  injurious  to  the  cause  we  have  es¬ 
poused,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  success  rather 
than  to  the  misconduct  of  the  society.  Our 
early  and  meritorious  exertions  awakened  the 
attention  and  secured  the  approbation  of  a  large 
portion  of  our  fellow  citizens.  The  oppressor 
shrunk  from  a  contest  against  triumphant  justice 
and  general  indignation,  while  the  oppressed 
became  emboldened  by  success  and  strengthen¬ 
ed  by  the  increasing  'current  of  opinion  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  emancipation.  The  report  of  our  trans- 
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actions  spread  far  beyond  the  limits  prescribed 
for  our  exertions  by  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania. 
Hundreds  of  our  fellow-beings,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  states,  who  bore  with  impatience  the 
galling  yoke  of  slavery,  availed  themselves  of 
every  opportunity,  which  the  varying  circum¬ 
stances  of  life  might  furnish,  to  claim  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  our  statutes.  Even  those  who  from 
the  lenity  or  justice  of  their  masters  obtain¬ 
ed  freedom,  resorted  generally  to  this  city,  as 
an  assylum  where  a  repetition  of  the  wrongs 
they  had  endured,  was  not  to  be  feared.  Freed 
from  the  shackles,  but  not  from  the  vices  of  sla¬ 
very  those  victims  of  inhumanity  thronged  our 
streets  in  search  of  pleasure  or  employment. 
Some  indeed  embrased  the  opportunities  which 
every  where  presented,  of  obtaining  an  hon¬ 
est  support.  But  too  many  served  only  to  swell 
the  list  of  our  criminals  and  augment'  the  cata¬ 
logue  of  our  paupers.  As  the  burthen  increased, 
the  reputation  of  our  institution  diminished. 
Hence  it  has  happened,  that  those  evils  which 
are  the  inevitable  consequences  of  slavery,  and 
the  inconveniences  resulting  from  that  liberal 
and  humane  policy  which  but  lately  was  the 
boast  of  Pennsylvania,  are  charged  to  the  sole 
account  of  that  portion  of  the  community,  who 
by  great  sacrifices  of  time  and  property,  gave 
efficacy  to  the  system. 

Under  a  pressure  of  circumstances  so  dis¬ 
couraging,  we  think  it  expedient  to  devote  our 
attention  particularly  to  the  moral  and  intellec¬ 
tual  improvement  of.  this  degraded  class  of  our 
fellow  beings.  The  funds  under  the  control 
of  our  society,  though  increasing,  are  yet  too 
small  to  effect  much  m  the  literary  department. 
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This  deficiency  however  is  the  less  to  be  regret¬ 
ted,  inasmuch  as  several  large  and  well  regulated 
schools  are  constantly  maintained  under  the  care 
of  various  religious  denominations  in  this  city. 
In  common  with  ourselves,  this  people  possess 
the  means  of  religious  instruction.  We  there¬ 
fore  confidently  hope,  that  as  time  shall  remove 
from  this  stage  of  existence,  those  unfortunate 
beings  who  were  originally  slaves,  the  vices  of 
slavery  will  proportionably  diminish  ;  and  that 
their  free  born  offspring,  removed  from  the  con¬ 
tagion  of  bad  example,  will  gradually  attain  that 
degree  of  usefulness  and  respectability  which 
ordinarily  falls  to  the  portion  of  man. 

We  have  appointed,  to  represent  this  society 
in  the  ensuing  Convention,  Timothy  Paxson, 
Roberts  Vaux,  Thomas  P.  Cope,  Joseph  R. 
Jenks,  Stephen  Pike,  Benjamin  Williams,  & 
Joseph  Parker. 

By  order  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society,  for  pro¬ 
moting  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

TIMOTHY  PAXSON  Chairman. 


ATTBS’1' 

BENJAMIN  WILLIAMS  Secretary. 


Philadelphia ,  Ur  mo.  2 d  1808. 

The  officer*  qfthe  Society  for  the  current  year-  1809*— ar< 
President . DOCTOR  BENJAMIN  RUSH. 


Vicb-Prbs... 


C ROBERT  PATTERSON, 
l  THOMAS  PARKER. 
Treasurer . JOHN  EVANS. 

-  (BENJAMIN  WILLIAMS 

Secretaries  JNAtHAN  SMITH. 


Twelfth  Convention! 459 


18 


COUNSELLORS. 


William  Lewis, 
William  Rawle, 

John  Hallowell, 
Walter  Franklin, 
James  Milnor, 

Joseph  Hopkinson, 
Joseph  Hemphill, 
Daniel  Smith, 

ELECTING 

Thomas  Harrison, 
Joseph  Moore, 
Joseph  Price, 

Isaac  Pearson, 
Thomas  Rogers, 
Samuel  Smith, 


George  Fisher, 
Richard  Rush, 

George  Vaux, 

Jacob  S.  Waln,jun. 
Walker  Reed, 
William  Delaney, 

Jos.  R.  Hopkins,  esqre. 

COMMITTEE. 

William  Master, 
Joseph  D.  Martin, 
Thomas  Phipps, 
Edmund  Kinsey 
Charles  Townsend, 
Abraham  Hilyard. 


To  the  American  Convention ,  for  promoting  the  Aboli¬ 
tion  of  Slavery. 

Y OUR  last  circular  address  was  received 
by  us,  and  read  with  interest,  and  pleasure. 

We  regret  most  sincerely,  the  difficulty  we 
labour  under,  in  establishing  correspondents, 
and  agents  in  the  southern  States,  on  whose 
fidelity,  and  integrity  we  can  firmly  rely.  That 
subject,  however,  has  not  been  entirely  neglected 
by  this  society. 

We  learn  with  equal  regret,  that  .the  most 
artful  modes  of  kidnapping,  and  other  clandes¬ 
tine  trafic  in  the  human  species ;  calculated 
to  wound  every  generous  feeling,  are  still  ex¬ 
tended  from  the  Eastern  to  the  Southern  Stato, 
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to  a  degree  much  to  be  lamented  by  the  friends 
of  humanity.  We  earnestly  wish  we  could  con- 
tribute,  if  it  were  but  a  small  mite,  in  bringing 
such  abettors  to  public  justice. 

We  feel  much  satisfaction  in  the  renewal  of 
your  recommendation,  respecting  the  education 
of  the  people  of  colour.  We  feel  with  you,  that 
liberty,  may  become  an  evil,  without  a  previous 
qualification  for  its  enjoyment,  and  a  prepara¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  subject,  of  becoming 
useful  to  himself,  to  his  family  and  his  country. 

We  consider  it,  a  jubilee,  to  the  African 
world,  that  the  time  has  not  only  arrived,  but 
that  Congress  has  had  wisdom,  and  humanity, 
sufficient  to  prohibit  the  farther  importation  of 
slaves,  into  our  land. 

We  deem  the  alteration  from  an  annual,  to 
a  trienial  meeting,  as  wise  and  salutary  ;  and 
we  trust  with  you,  that  no  dimunition  of  our 
zeal  will  be  experienced  by  the  change.  No ! 
we  hope  our  hearts  will  still  be  enlarged,  and  our 
hands  still  strengthened  in  the  work,  till  the  ru¬ 
lers,  and  the  ruled,  shall  practise  what  the  sa¬ 
cred  charter  of  our  liberty  declares  ;  that  “  we 
hold  those  truths  to  be  self  evident,  that  all  men 
are  created  equal :  that  drey  are  endowed  with 
certain  unalienable  rights  :  that  among  these  are 
life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.” 

Agreeably  to  our  former  custom,  we  appoint¬ 
ed  a  committee  from  our  society,  to  hold  a  con¬ 
ference  with  the  people  of  colour  in  this  place. 
They  have  reported  a  compliance  with  their  ap¬ 
pointment,  and  that  they  were  well  pleased  with 
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the  result.  Extracts  from  your  different  ad¬ 
dresses,  were  read  and  observations  made,  illu- 
cidating  their  various  topics.  The  necessity  of 
faithfully  observing  the  duties  they  inculcated, 
were  seriously  enjoined. 

One  slave  has  been  freed  since  our  last  report, 
by  the  aid  of  the  society ;  and  a  pecuniary  pun¬ 
ishment  inflicted  on  the  purchaser.  Several 
manumissions  have  also  been  effected,  either  di¬ 
rectly,  or  indirectly,  from  the  same  source. 

The  suits  mentioned  in  our  last,  have  been 
discontinued,  for  want  of  legal  evidence. 

On  the  subject  of  education,  we  wish  we  were 
authorised  to  give  a  more  favourable  account. 
Personal,  and  pecuniary  aid  have  been  extended, 
and,  although  our  labors  of  love  have  not  prov- 
e/^  .cutirely  ip  vain ;  we  have  still  to  lament 
fliat  their  benifleial  effects,  have  not  been  more 
generally  experienced.  YVc  are  sorry  to  find  so 
little  disposition  on  their  part  to  aid  us  in  our 
friendly  endeavours  to  promote  their  happiness. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure,  we  learn  that  the 
friends  of  humanity  in  the  lower  county  of  our 
state,  arc  forming  themselves  into  a  society  for 
protecting  the  suffering  cause  of  liberty,  among 
the  African  race.  We  hope  they  will  never  be 
weary  in  thus  well  doing ;  and  that  in  due  sea¬ 
son  they  will  reap  their  full  reward. 

We  have  appointed  Cyrus  Newlin,  Samuel 
Nicols,  Joseph  Bringhurst,  jtin.  Isaac  H.  Starr, 
William  Poole,  and  William  Pryce,  to  represent 
us  in  the  next  American  Convention. 
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The  foUoiuing  ere  thefiretent  Officer*  qf  our  Society . 

President. ...WILLI AM  PRYCE, 
Vici-Pres....  DANIEL  LOWBER. 
Treasurer....  WILLI  AM  SEAL. 
Secretary  ....JOHN  REYNOLDS. 
Recordkr...JOHN  JONES. 

ACTING  COMMITTEE. 

Edward  Gilpin,  llJohn  Jones,  & 

Eli  Mendenhall,  Joseph  Bringhurst,  jun. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Abolition  society  of 
Delaware. 

WILLIAM  PRYCE,  Prendcnt. 


Attest, 

john;  Reynolds,  secretary. 

Wilmington,  January  the  4th  1809, 


ON  motion,  resolved,  that  Abraham  Bar¬ 
ker,  William  Newbold,  Thomas  P.  Cope,  & 
Isaac  H.  Starr  be  a  committee  of  arrangement 
to  whom  shall  be  refered  the  communications 
from  the  several  Abolition  Societies  and  that 
they  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  and  report, 
such  other  objects  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Convention,  as  they  may  deem  proper. 

The  Treasurer  made  report,  of  the  state  of 
his  account,  which  was  referred  to  Joseph  Bring, 
hurst,  and  Amos  Cooper,  to  examine  and  re¬ 
port  thereon. 


Twelfth  Convention /46 3 


22 


The  Minutes  of  the  Acting  Committee,  were 
read,  and  approved* 

Whereupon  resolved,  that  the  letter  from  the 
honourable  William  Wilberforce,  esq.  on  record 
therein,  be  printed  with  the  Minutes  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  this  Convention,  being  as  follows  ; 


Lyme ,  Auguat  28th,  1806. 

Sir, 

I  AM  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  2d 
of  June  last,  inclosing  a  resolution  ol  a  meeting 
of  the  11th  American  Convention  for  promoting 
the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  &c.  and  I  beg  you 
will  do  me  the  favour  to  convey  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  the  assurance  of  my  high  respect  and  cor¬ 
dial  acknowledgements.  It  is  particularly  gra¬ 
tifying  to  find  that  the  great  cause  of  the  Aboli¬ 
tion  of  the  Slave  trade  interests  men  of  justice 
and  liberality  in  all  countries,  and 
I  trust  it  will  please  God,  ere  long,  to  crown 
with  success  our  efforts  in  behalf  of  our  African 
Brethren. 

From,  sir,  your  faithful  servant. 

W.  WILBERFORCE. 

Timothy  Paxson,  1 

Chairman  of  the  Acting  Committee.  J 

On  motion  resolved,  that  B.  Williams  be  di¬ 
rected  to  infonn  John  Bacon  of  his  election  to 
the  office  of  Secretary  and  request  his  attend¬ 
ance  at  the  ensuing  Meeting. 

Resolved,  that  when  the  Convention  do  ad¬ 
journ  they  adjourn  until  to-morrow  morning  at 
ten  o’clock.  Adjourned. 
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Philadelphia,  January  II,  1809* 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment : 


present  : 


TIMOTHY  PAXSON,  President. 


Abraham  Barker, 
Samuel  Hicks, 
Aaron  H.  Palmer, 
Amos  Cooper, 
William  Newbold, 
Roberts  Vaux, 
Thomas  P.  Cope, 
Stephen  Pike, 


Joseph  Parker, 
Benjamin  Williams, 
Cyrus  Newlin, 

Joseph  Bringhurst,  jr. 
Isaac  H.  Starr, 
William  Poole,  and 
William  Piyce. 


The  Committee  of  Arrangement  made  the 
following  report,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table : 


The  Committee  to  whom  ivaa  referred  the  Addreatct  from 
the  teveral  Abolition  Societiee , 

REPORT,  That  on  a  careful  perusal  of  the 
documents  referred  to  them,  they  do  not  per¬ 
ceive  that  they  contain  any  new  matter  requiring 
the  particular  consideration  of  the  Convention. 

The  total  inhibition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  by  an 
act  of  the  general  government,  passed  since  the 
meeting  of  the  last  Convention,  while  it  must 
ever  be  the  theme  of  peculiar  felicitation  .to  the 
friends  of  humanity,  demanding  also  the  warm¬ 
est  acknowledgment  of  our  gratitude  to  the 
Supreme  Disposer  of  events,  may  with  propriety 
be  considered  as  the  accomplishment  of  one  of 
the  great  objects  of  our  association.  But  when 
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we  reflect,  that  nearly  a  million  of  human  be¬ 
ings  remain  yet  in  a  state  of  abject  bondage  in 
these  United  States  ;  and  that,  of  those  who  have 
been  liberated,  a  large  number  require  the  fos¬ 
tering  care  of  the  advocates  of  freedom,  we  must 
be  persuaded  that  there  is  still  a  wide  field  open 
for  the  serious  and  diligent  exercise  of  our  best 
faculties.  The  Committee  therefore  propose.... 

1st,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draft 
a  circular  address  to  the  several  Abolition  So¬ 
cieties. 

2d,  That  it  be  impressively  recommended  to 
them  to  pursue  the  most  efficient  measures  in 
their  power  to  prevent  the  inhuman  practice  of 
kidnapping. 

3*  That  it  be  also  recommended  to  them  to 
be  particularly  attentive  to  the  religious,  moral 
and  literary  improvement  of  the  blacks,  and 
other  people  of  colour. 

4th,  That  the  several  Societies  be  requested 
to  encourage  the  frequent  publication  of  ex¬ 
tracts  from  celebrated  works,  adverse  to  the 
holding  of  our  fellow  men  in  bondage ;  and 
such  original  essays  as  may  tend  to  prepare  the 
minds  of  both  master  and  slave  for  that  great 
desideratum,  the  gradual  and  final  extinction  oj 
slavery  in  the  United  States. 

The  Committee  on  the  Treasurer’s  accounts, 
made  report,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion,  resolved,  that  the  report  of  the 
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Committee  of  Arrangement  be  again  read*  and 
considered  by  sections. 

The  first  section  being  under  consideration, 
was  approved  and  referred  to  Aaron  H.  Palmer, 
William  Newbold,  Thomas  P.  Cope  and  Jo¬ 
seph  Bringhurst,  jun.  to  report  thereon. 

Resolved,  that  the  other  several  sections  of 
the  said  report  be  referred  to  the  Committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  first  section,  and  who  are 
also  authorized  to  consider  and  report  such  other 
objects  as  they  may  deem  proper. 

On  motion.  The  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Treasurer’s  accounts  was  taken  up  and  ap¬ 
proved,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  Convention 
are  possessed  of  five  shares  in  the  Philadelphia 
Bank  Stock,  which  at  par  are  worth  5 00  dollar^, 
and  the  balance  in  the  Treasurer’s  hands  is'  89 
dollars  78  cents. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  nomination 
of  the  Acting  Committee  for  the  ensuing  three 
years,  and  the  following  persons  were  appoint¬ 
ed  for  that  service:  New- York,  Samuel  Hicks; 
New-Jersey,  William  Newbold  ;  Pennsylvania, 
Timothy  Paxson,  Thomas  P.  Cope,  Benjamin. 
Williams  and  Roberts  Vaux  ;  Delaware,  Isaac 
H.  Starr. 


On  motion  resolved,  that  when  the  Conven¬ 
tion  do  adjourn  they  adjourn  to  meet  this  even¬ 
ing  at  six  o’clock.  Adjourned. 
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Six  o’Clock,  P.  M. 

The  following  persons  attended  pursuant  to 
adjournment : 


TIMOTHY  PAXSON,  President. 


Abraham  Barker, 
Samuel  Hicks, 
Aaron  Ii.  Palmer, 
Amos  Cooper, 
William  Ncwbold, 
Roberts  Vaux, 
Thomas  P.  Cope, 
Srephen  Pike, 


Benjamin  Williams, 
Joseph  Parker, 

Cyrus  Ncuiin, 

Joseph  Bringhurst,  jr. 
Isaac  H.  Starr, 
William  Poole,  and 
William  Prycc. 


The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
port  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangement,  report- 
cd  an  essay  of  an  address  to  the  several  Abolition 
Societies  in  the  United  States,  which  was  care¬ 
fully  considered  by  paragraphs,  and  with  some 
alterations,  adopted  as  follows 


To 


WE  the  American  Convention  of  Delegates 
for  promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  feeling 
the  importance  of  the  business  which  you  have 
committed  to  our  deliberation,  deem  it  our  duty 
to  address  you,  and  to  communicate  some  of 
the  subjects  which  have  claimed  our  particular 
attention. 

We  learn  that  in  some  parts  of  the  United 
States,  there  are  yet  men  so  lost  to  all  honour¬ 
able  feelings,  so  deeply  depraved  as  to  violate 
these  law#  of  their  countty  which  were  intended 
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to  protect  the  rights  of  free  persons  of  colour. 
Those  who  have  any  knowledge  of  the  heart 
of  man,  his  selfish  attachments,  and  the  firm 
grasp  with  which  he  seizes  and  holds  all  that  he 
calls  hi.s  own,  cannot  be  surprized  at  the  icluct- 
ancc  which  individuals  evince,  in  resigning 
their  claims  to  those  people  of  colour  who  are 
legally  their  slaves :  but  at  this  period  when  the 
rights  of  man  are  so  well  understood,  in  a  coun¬ 
try  where  the  highest  degree  of  civil  liberty  is 
enjoyed  by  the  white  citizens,  it  appears  asto¬ 
nishing  that  the  kidnapper  should  be  permitted 
to  carry  on  his  depredations ;  that  his  audacious 
encroachments  on  the  rights  and  happiness  of 
the  suffering  people  of  colour  should,  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  be  tolerated.  We  hope  our  feelings  on 
this  subject,  will  not  be  considered  as  the  off¬ 
spring  of  misguided  zeal.  Every  one  in  whose 
heart  the  pulse  of  benevolence  beats,  whose  sen¬ 
timents  are  not  degraded  beneath  the  dignity  of 
man  must  J'ccl  on  this  occasion ;  he  must  be 
sensible  of  the  deep  crime  which  the  kidnapper 
commits  against  the  laws  of  his  country,  and  the 
violent  nature  of  his  trespass  on  the  dearest 
rights  of  humanity.  The  man  of  colour  whom 
our  country  has  declared  free \  around  whose 
liberty  the  law  has  thrown  its  protecting  arms, 
in  defiance  of  the  voice  of  that  country  and  that 
law,  is  tom  from  his  family  by  the  midnight 
robber,  and  transported  to  the  mournful  re¬ 
gions  of  perpetual  slavery,  while  his  wife  and 
his  little  ones  are  left  to  struggle  alone,  in  pover¬ 
ty,  for  the  bread  of  mere  existence.  This  is  a 
melancholy  but  a  faithful  picture  of  the  mise- 
ries  occasioned  by  the  detestable  kidnapper. 
JLet  us  exert  our  best  faculties  for  the  purpose 
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oF  eradicating  such  evils.  Those  societies  who 
form  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the 
states  in  which  slavery  has  been  partially  or  to¬ 
tally  abolished,  and  those  in  which  it  is  uncon¬ 
ditionally  maintained,  arc  particularly  and  earn¬ 
estly  requested  to  use  all  their  vigilance  for  the 
detection  of  kidnappers  and  the  suppression  of 
those  crimes.  We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  any 
deficiency,  in  proper  zeal,  has  been  manifested 
by  those"  societies,  we  rather  wish  to  speak  the 
language  of  encouragement. 

We  observe  with  satisfaction  the  continued 
care,  of  several  societies,  in  the  great  task  of 
education.  We  hope  there  is  not  a  single  mem¬ 
ber  of  any  one  of  our  societies  who  docs  not 
perceive  the  importance  of  it.  To  make  men 
happy  in  themselves  and  useful  to  society  it  is 
not  necessary  that  they  be  taught  the  abstruce 
sciences,  but  it  is  indispensibly  requisite  that 
they  be  qualified  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of 
those  powers,  and  to  exercise  those  faculties 
which  the  Great  Creator  of  man  has  been  pleas¬ 
ed  to  intrust  to  their  care.  The  Abolition  Socie¬ 
ties  may  be  regarded  as  the  paternal  protectors 
and  friends  of  the  people  of  colour.  They  have 
undertaken  that  task  and  it  is  their  duty  to  per¬ 
severe  in  their  labours,  to  hold  out  to  the  end  in 
their  good  work.  Although  liberty  be  a  bles¬ 
sing,  when  wc  obtain  the, freedom  of  the  slave 
our  work  is  not  completed.  It  then  becomes 
our  peculiar  charge  to  endeavour  to  teach  the 
enfranchized  man  how  to  value,  and  how  to  em¬ 
ploy  the  priviledges  which  have  fallen  to  his  lot. 
This  noble  task  is  rapidly  progressing  in  some 
societies,  land  wc  seriously  and  affectionately 
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.invite  others  ti>  imitate  their  benevolent  efforts. 
Lancaster’s  plan  of  instruction  seems  admirably 
adapted  for  the  communication  of  the  rudiments 
of  literature,  we  hope  there  are,  in  ail  our  so¬ 
cieties,  some  individuals  whose  condition  of  life 
will  allow  them  leisure,  and  whose  virtue  will  ani¬ 
mate  them  to  persevering  efforts  in  the  blessed 
task  of  instructing  the  forlorn,  and  in  some 
places,  we  may  sav  almost  friendless  people  of 
colour.  Let  them  be  taught  to  read  and  they 
will  be  introduced  to  a  knowledge  of  the  scrip¬ 
tures,  those  sacred  repositories  of  moral  and  di¬ 
vine  truth ;  let  them  be  taught  the  elementary 
branches  of  arithmetic  which  will  prepare  them 
for  the  common  concerns  of  life. 

We  rejoice  with  you  that  our  national  Gov¬ 
ernment  has  had  the  wisdom  and  humanity, 
to  embrace  the  first  constitutional  opportunity 
afforded,  to  pass  a  law  which  entirely  pro¬ 
hibits  our  citizens  from  foreign  traffic  in  hu¬ 
man  flesh.  We  hope  our  hearts  are  not  without 
sentiments  of  sincere  gratitude  to  the  great  dis¬ 
poser  of  events  for  that  signal  blessing.  But 
we  have  to  sympathize  with  nearly  a  million  of 
human  beings  who  are  yet  subject  to  the  bonds 
of  slavery  within  the  United  States,  we  have  yet 
to  mourn  over  this  dishonour  of  our  country. 
The  progress  of  truth,  or  correct  opinion  of" 
right  has  accomplished  great  ends,  but  much  re¬ 
mains  to  be  done.  Domestic  slavery  is  a  na¬ 
tional  crime  5  a  crime  which  is  calculated  to  ex¬ 
cite  in  the  man  of  upright  sentiments,  serious 
and  awful  apprehensions  of  the  final  conse¬ 
quences  of  its  continuance.  It  is  oui  duty  to 
employ  the  pen  and  the  press  for  the  dissemma- 
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tion  of  such  arguments  as  shall  convince  our 
countrymen  of  the  injustice  and  impolicy  of 
such  slavery.  The  man  whose  mind  is  clouded 
bv  prejudice,  while  his  heart  .is  hardened  by 
selfish  considerations,  must  have  truth  frequent¬ 
ly  repeated,  and  presented  under  various  as¬ 
pects,  before  his  errors  can  be  corrected,  his 
prejudices  subdued,  and  the  noble  feelings  of 
philanthropy  excited  in  his  breast.  This  is  a 
constant,  an  arduous,  but  not  a  hopeless  duty. 
We  therefore  recommend  the  frequent  publica¬ 
tion  of  extracts  from  celebrated  works,  or  origi¬ 
nal  essays,  tending  to  establish  the  justice  and 
policy  of  gradual  and  general  emancipation. 

One  society  has  informed  us  that  a  committee 
of  its  members  held  a  satisfactory  conference 
with  the  blacks  and  other  people  of  colour.  We 
think  such  conferences,  under  the  direction  of 
discreet  men,  may  have  a  beneficial  influence 
on  the  minds  of  the  blacks,  we  again  recom¬ 
mend  the  subject  to  your  attention.  In  such 
meetings  the  advice  of  former  Conventions  may 
be  renewed,  and,  we  think,  the  necessity  of  le¬ 
gal  marriages,  honesty  in  their  dealings,  and  the 
importance  of  religious  instruction  should  be  im¬ 
pressively  urged  upon  them. 

Wc  learn  that  Thomas  Clarkson’s  history  of 
the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  which  has  been 
reprinted  in  Philadelphia,  is  now  published  for 
the  emolument  of  its  author.  When  wre  consi¬ 
der  the  value  of  this  work  to  the  cause  of  eman¬ 
cipation,  the  indefatigable  zeal  of  that  powerful 
and  benevolent  advocate  for  the  rights  oi  the 
Africans,  and  his  great  expcncc  in  the  perfor^ 
mance  of  his  labours,  we  think  ourselves  bound 
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in  duty,  to  contribute  our  aid  for  the  general 
circulation  of  his  interesting  history.  We  there¬ 
fore  earnestly  recommend  that  work  to  your 
patronage,  and  we  hope  you  will  cheerfully  em¬ 
ploy  such  means,  as  you  may  think  effectual 
for  promoting  its  sale. 

Copies  of  the  minutes  of  our  proceedings  will 
be  forwarded  to  you  by  our  Acting  Committee. 

Resolved  unanimously,  that  the  Acting  Com¬ 
mittee  be  requested  to  convey  to  Thomas  Clark¬ 
son  of  Great  Britain  the  sincere  and  ardent 
esteem  which  this  Convention  entertain  for  his 
character,  their  warm  approbation  of  the  many 
valuable  works,  on  the  subject  of  emancipation 
which  have  proceeded  from  his  pen,  and  their 
cordial  thanks  for  his  persevering,  philantliropic 
and  efficient  labours  in  the  accomplishment  of  the 
Ablotition  of  the  slave  trade  in  the  British  Em¬ 
pire. 

Resolved  that  when  the  Convention  do  ad¬ 
journ,  they  adjourn  untill  ten  o’clock  to  morrow 
morning.  \djoumed. 


January  12rA,  1809. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  Adjournment. 
TIMOTHY  PAXSON,  President. 


Abraham  Barker, 
Samuel  Hicks, 
Aaron  H.  Palmer, 
Amos  Cooper, 
Roberts  Vaux, 
Thomas  P.  Cope, 
Stephen  Pike, 


Benjamin  Williams, 
Joseph  Parker, 

Cyrus  Newlin, 

Joseph  Bringhurst,  jr. 
Isaac  H.  Starr, 
William  Poole,  and 
William  Piyce. 
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The  Convention  were  informed  that,  in  con- 
sequence  of  the  indisposition  of  a  near  relative, 
in  the  famiiy  of  William  Ncwbold,  his  further 
attendance  would  be  prevented. 

Resolved,  that  the  Acting  Committee  be  au¬ 
thorized  and  directed  to  present  in  the  name  of 
this  Convention,  to  the  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State,  each,  one  copy  of  Clarkson’s 
History  of  the  Abolition  of  the  African  Slave 
Trade ;  and  also,  that  they  have  bound  into  one 
volume  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  several 
American  Conventions  ;  which,  together  with  a 
sett  of  Clarkson’s  History,  they  be  directed  to 
transmit  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  accompanied  with  a  request  that  he 
will  be  pleased  to  cause  them  to  be  deposited  in 
the  Library  belonging  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States. 

A  member  of  the  Committee  heretofore  ap¬ 
pointed  to  superintend  the  compilation  of  a  his¬ 
tory  of  Slavery  in  the  United  States,  made  the 
following  communication : 

That  the  gentleman  employed  to  compose 
that  history,  had  made  considerable  progress  in 
the  work,  when,  as  he  states,  he  was  interrupt¬ 
ed  by  imperious  engagements,  which  will  pre¬ 
vent  him  for  some  months  from  proceeding  on 
the  subject ;  but  that  he  intended  hereafter  to 
resume  it,  and  hoped  to  complete  it  at  no  very 
distant  period. 

Whereupon  resolved,  that  the  future  care  of 
this  subject  be  referred  to  the  Acting  Committee. 
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Resolved,  that  the  Acting  Committee  be  re¬ 
quested  to  present  the  thanks  of  this  Convention 
to  the  President  of  the  Select  Council  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  for  the  use  of  their  Chamber 
during  this  session. 

Resolved,  that  the  Acting  Committee  cause 
five  hundred  copies  of  the  minutes  of  this  Con¬ 
vention,  and  as  many  of  the  Circular  Addresses 
as  they  may  deem  proper,  to  be  printed  and 
transmitted  in  their  usual  proportions  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Abolition  Societies. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  Committee  be  di¬ 
rected  to  give  three  months  previous  notice  of 
the  meeting  of  the  next  Convention  to  the  seve¬ 
ral  Abolition  Societies ;  and  that  they  enjoin  it 
on  them  to  be  careful  in  the  appointment  of  such 
Delegates,  as  will  be  likely  to  attend  the  same. 

Adjourned  sine  die. 

Published  by  order  of  the  Convention. 

JOHN  BACON,  Secrctaiy. 
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MINUTES 


OF  THE 

PROCEEDINGS 

or  THE  THIRTEENTH 

AMERICAN  CONVENTION 

FOR  PROMOTING  THE 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY, 

AND 

IMPROVING  THE  CONDITION 

or  THE 

AFRICAN  RACE: 

Anembied 

AT  PHILADELPHIA, 

On  tke  Thirteenth  day  of  January,  One  Tbouiand  Eight  Hundred  end  T veto,  end  eeet 
hy  adjournments  until  the  Sixteenth  day  of  the  tame  Meath,  Inet  mire. 


HAWILTON-VILLE: 

PRINTED  NT  JOHN  ItOUVIER. 

1613. 
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MINUTES 


or 

THE  PROCEEDINGS 

or  Tin  thirteenth 

AMERICAN  CONVENTION 

rOR  TROMOTINO  THE 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY,  &c. 


SELECT  COUNCIL  CHAMBER. 

Philadelphia ,  January  13 thf  1812. 

THIS  being  the  day  appointed  by  the  Constitu. 
lion  for  the  meeting  of  the  American  Convention 
for  promoting  the  Abolition  of  slavery,  several  gen¬ 
tlemen  assembled  at  10  o’clock  A.  M.  Thomas  P . 
Cope  was  appointed  Chairman,  and  Benjamin  Wil¬ 
liams  Secretary,  pro  tempore. 

From  the  credentials  produced,  it  appeared  that 
Samuel  Hicks,  Thomas  Collins,  Willet  Robbins, 
Jeremiah  Thompson,  Gilbert  Shotwell,  Mordecai 
Lewis,  Thomas  Tucker,  Willet  Seaman,  Svlvanus 
F.  Jenkins,  and  Joshua  Underhill,  had  been  appoint¬ 
ed  to  represent  the  Manumission  Society  of  New- 
York,  and  Timothy  Paxson,  Thomas  P.  Cope,  John 
Sergeant,  Samuel  Smith,  Roberts  Vaux,  Joseph  M. 
Paul,  and  Benjamin  Williams,  the  Abolition  Society 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  this  Convention. 
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Of  whom  were  present, 

Thomas  Collins,  ) 

Jeremiah  Thompson,  >  New-  York . 

VVillet  Seaman, 

Thomas  P.  Cope, 

John  Sergeant, 

Samuel  Smith, 

Joseph  M.  Paul, 

Benjamin  Williams, 

Roberts  Vaux, 

Not  being  a  quorum,  on  motion  Resolved,  That 
the  chairman  endeavour  to  ascertain  whether  the 
New-Jersey  and  Delaware  Societies  have  appointed 
Delegates  to  this  Convention,  and  report  the  result 
of  his  inquiries  to  the  next  meeting. 

Resolved,  that  when  this  meeting  adjourns,  it  will 
adjourn  until  to-morrow  afternoon  at  3  o’clock. 

Adjourned. 

January  14 th,  3  o’chck ■  P.  M. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment  the  undernamed  gentle¬ 
men  assembled. 

THOMAS  P.  COPE,  Chairman. 

Thomas  Collins,  I  Roberts  Vaux, 

Jeremiah  Thompson,  Joseph  M.  Paul, 

Willet  Seaman,  Samuel  Smith, 

John  Sergeant,  ||  Benjamin  Williams. 

The  Chairman  reported  that  he  had  been  inform 
ed  that  the  Delaware  Society  had  not  appointed  a 
delegation  to  the  present  Convention ;  and  that  being 
unable  to  ascertain  whether  the  New-Jersey  Society 
had  done  so,  he  had  written  for  information  to  a 
member  of  that  Society  in  Trenton,  from  whom  he 
had  received  no  answer. 

By  a  communication  now  produced,  it  appeared 
that  Samuel  Coleman  and  Joshua  Newbokl  had  been 
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appointed  Representatives  of  the  Abolition  Society 
of  New- Jersey;  both  of  whom  being  present,  and  a 
quorum  consequently  formed,  the  Convention  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  choice  of  officers.  Roberts  Vaux  and 
the  Secretary  were  appointed  Tellers,  from  whose 
report,  it  appeared  that  the  undernamed  members 
were  duly  chosen,  viz. 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  Esq.  President. 

THOMAS  P.  COPE,  Treasurer. 

BENJAMIN  WILLIAMS,  Secretary. 

Communications  from  the  Abolition  Societies  of 
Ncw-York,  New-Jcrscy,  and  Pennsylvania,  were 
read,  as  follows,  viz. 

To  the  American  Convention  for  f Promoting  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery,  and  improving  the  condition  of  the  African  Race , 
to  be  assembled  at  Philadel/t/ua,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  month. 

THE  “Ncw-York  Society  for  promoting  the 
manumission  of  slaves,  and  protecting  such  of  them, 
as  have  been,  or  may  be  liberated,”  acknowledge, 
with  satisfaction,  the  due  receipt  of  your  Circular 
Address  to  the  several  Abolition  Societies  in  the 
United  States. 

Believing  in  the  justice  and  humanity  of  the 
cause,  in  which  we  have  mutually  embarked ;  and, 
that  unity  of  sentiment  and  concert  of  action,  arc 
necessary  to  the  attainment  of  our  noble  object,  this 
society,  readily,  communicates  the  knowledge  of 
such  facts,  as  arc  deemed  important,  and,  freely,  dis¬ 
closes  its  views,  prospects,  and  opinions. 

While  we  regret,  that  habitual  prejudice,  fostered 
by  the  most  culpable  ignorance ;  and  selfish  policy, 
which  sanctions  the  sacrifice  of  justice  and  huma¬ 
nity  at  the  shrine  of  cupidity  and  avarice,  labour  to 
oppose  the  progress  of  the  good  work,  in  which  we 
are  engaged ;  we  rejoice  to  find  the  public  sentiment 
gradually  becoming  more  in  unison  with  the  die 
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tatcs  of  nature,  and  the  principles  of  reason ;  and 
the  public  feeling  more  consonant  with  genuine  phi¬ 
lanthropy,  and  universal  benevolence. 

It  has  afforded  us  satisfaction  to  observe,  that, 
those  minds,  which  have  become  enlightened  by 
education,  and  been  influenced  by  the  benign  ge¬ 
nius  of  morality,  and  the  mild  spirit  of  religion, 
have,  generally,  yielded  a  ready  assent  to  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  freedom,  which  we  have  maintained ;  while 
the  ignorant  and  immoral,  have  withstood  the  at¬ 
tempts  made  to  eradicate  the  erroneous  opinions, 
which  they  cherish  and  support.  Hence,  it  is  deem¬ 
ed  important,  that  the  theories  of  slave-holders  be 
examined,  and  their  fallacy  exposed;  that  the  prin¬ 
ciples,  or  first  rudiments  of  our  social  being  be  ex¬ 
plored  ;  that  our  individual  relations,  and  civil  tics, 
be  brought  into  view ;  and,  that  the  duties,  respec¬ 
tively  resulting  from  them,  be  frequently  enforced  in 
publications,  calculated  to  awaken  the  best  feelings 
of  the  human  breast,  to  drive  the  practical  sophist 
from  his  weak  retreat,  to  deter  the  bold  by  an  expo¬ 
sition  of  the  heavy  penalties  of  such  laws  as  may  be 
in  force,  and  to  excite  to  action,  those  sparks  of  hu¬ 
manity  and  benevolence,  which  lie  covered  under 
the  rubbish  of  avarice  and  ignorance. 

Having  restored  liberty  to  the  captive,  and  seen 
him  exult  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  high,  the  native 
prerogative  of  man,  we  deem  our  work  as  but  half 
accomplished ;  For  what  would  avail  the  possession 
of. freedom,  to  which  the  depravity  of  man,  or  his 
ignorance  of  providing  for  his  support,  would  give 
but  a  momentary  date,  when  he  would  sink  to  a  state 
of  servitude,  but  a  little  more  tolerable  than  the  con¬ 
dition  from  which  he  had  been  raised,  unless  he  was 
furnished  with  the  means,  not  only  to  support  him- 
Self,  but  to  enjoy  the  dear  felicities  of  domestic  life ; 
to  sustain  the  various  duties  incident  to  civil  society, 
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to  partake  of  its  various  privileges,  to  improve  his 
understanding,  and  to  amend  his  heart. 

With  these  impressions,  this  society,  early,  com¬ 
menced  the  work  of  imparting  the  rudiments  of 
knowledge  to  a  number  of  youths,  descended  from 
people  of  colour.  From  small  beginnings,  our 
school  lias,  gradually,  progressed  in  point  of  num¬ 
bers  and  improvement,  until  the  present  time,  when, 
we  arc  happy  to  say,  its  state  is  highly  respectable. 

Under  the  immediate  direction  of  a  teacher,  who 
embarks  with  an  ardour  and  a  zeal,  which  evince, 
at  once,  the  benevolence  of  his  heart,  and  his  attach¬ 
ment  to  his  charge,  our  school,  wc  are  persuaded, 
would  not  suffer  by  a  comparison  with  the  most  flou¬ 
rishing  our  city  affords. 

The  Lancastrian  system  of  education,  which  was, 
some  years  since,  adopted,  has  been  continued,  and 
its  superior  excellencies  have  been  evinced  by  the 
improvement  which  the  scholars  have  made.  The 
reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  by  the  higher  classes, 
together  with  other  beneficial  regulations,  appears  to 
have  had,  and  it  is  hoped,  will  continue  to  have,  a 
salutary  effect. 

The  school,  at  present,  consists  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty  scholars,  of  both  sexes. 

Three  other  schools,  for  the  instruction  of  peo¬ 
ple  of  colour,  arc  opened  in  this  city;  the  teachers 
of  which  receive  a  compensation  from  those  who 
send  their  children.  A  society,  among  the  free  peo¬ 
ple  of  colour  in  this  city,  is  forming  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  a  fund,  with  the  interest  of  which,  to  sus¬ 
tain  the  charge  of  a  free  school  for  orphan  children. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  convention,  the  Le¬ 
gislature  of  this  state  has  passed  an  act  relative  to  the 
people  of  the  African  race ;  by  which,  no  person  held 
us  a  slave  can  be  introduced  or  brought  into  this  state, 
and  continue  to  be  held  as  a  slave,  after  the  first  day 
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of  May,  1810,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  by  any 
person  coming  permanently  to  reside  within  the 
same  ;  and  a  residence  of  nine  months  is  declared  to 
be  a  permanent  residence. 

By  the  same  act,  a  pernicious  and  shameful  evasion 
of  our  laws,  by  freeing  the  slave  while  residing  out 
of  the  state,  and  causing  him  to  execute  an  inden¬ 
ture  of  service  to  a  person  within  it,  has  been  pre¬ 
vented,  by  declaring  such  instrument  void,  and  the 
slave  free. 

By  another  section  of  this  act,  the  Legislature 
have  wisely  had  in  view  the  moral  as  well  as  mental 
improvement  of  those  persons  horn  of  slaves,  who 
are  subject  to  servitude  until  the  age  of  twenty-five 
and  twenty-eight  years,  by  requiring  the  master  to 
cause  such  servant  to  be  taught  reading,  so  as  to  be 
able  to  read  the  Holy  Scriptures,  previous  to  such 
servants  arriving  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
And  in  case  of  neglect,  granting  a  release  from  ser¬ 
vitude  at  that  age. 

Considering  the  amelioration  of  the  state  of  slavery 
as  desireable,  and  the  extinction  of  it  among  us,  as 
highly  important,  we  cannot  but  congratulate  every 
friend  to  the  cause  of  humanity  on  the  passing  of 
this  act. 

To  the  next  meeting  of  our  state  Legislature,  we 
are  going  to  present  an  address  for  the  total  abolition 
of  slavery  throughout  this  state;  and,  in  contem¬ 
plating  the  widely  diffused  happiness  which  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  such  an  application  will  produce ;  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  so  many  fellow  beings  to  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  numerous  civil  and  religious  privileges;  the 
massof  human  wretchedness,  cruelty,  and  woe,  which 
will  be  suppressed  or  removed ;  and  the*  progress  of 
free,  though  sable  unborn  thousands,  in  all  the  vir¬ 
tues,  that  adorn  the  human  character,  our  bosoms 
swell  with  transports  of  joy. 
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The  Standing  Committee,  on  whom  more  immc- 
mcdiately  devolve  the  active  duties  ofliberating  the 
slave,  and  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  oppress¬ 
ed,  have  now  in  charge  fort)  .five  cases ;  and,  since 
our  last  address,  have  succeeded  in  gladdening  the 
hearts  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  fellow  beings 
with  the  blessing  of  freedom. 

The  diligence  of  this  society  ha!»  been  called  into 
exercise  by  a  continuance  of  the  practice  of  arrest¬ 
ing  persons  of  colour,  as  fugitives  from  labour,  un¬ 
der  pretence  of  restoring  them  to  their  alledged 
owners  ;  when  their  real  object  was  to  gratify  their 
cupidity  by  consinging  them  to  slavery.  It  is  hoped, 
not  many  attempts  have  either  escaped  our  notice, 
or  been  successful. 

Masters  have,  in  several  instances,  in  different 
parts  of  the  state,  procured  the  conviction  of  their 
slaves  for  some  trifling  petty  larceny,  with  a  view  of 
inducing  the  court  to  permit  an  exportation  for  sale. 
On  our  Bench,  humanity  has,  generally,  presided 
with  justice,  and  the  vile  aims  of  avarice  have  been, 
usually,  defeated. 

We  have  reason  to  fear,  the  diabolical  practice  of 
kidnapping  is  still  continued ;  but  the  vigilance  of 
several  of  our  members  has  limitted  the  evil;  and 
this  outrageous,  clandestine  conduct  seems  to  have 
given  place  to  open  claims  under  the  fugitive  act. 

We  would  submit  to  your  consideration  the  revi¬ 
sion  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Suites,  and  an  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  National  Legislature;  not  only  to 
amend  such  as  seem  defective,  but  to  supervise  the 
whole  subject,  and  to  enact  one  general  law,  whose 
scope  and  provisions  shall  be  as  comprehensive  as  the 
evil,  and  whose  features  shall  have  more  uniformity. 
Particularly,  wc  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  hav¬ 
ing  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  enure  to  the  sole  be¬ 
nefit  of  the  person  prosecuting  to  effect,  or,  at  least, 
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one  half  thereof.  Thus,  on  the  one  hand,  stimulating 
individuals  to  endure  the  unjust  odium  of  becoming 
public  prosecutors;  and,  on  the  other,  preventing 
the  law  from  sleeping  in  the  hands  of  district  attor¬ 
neys,  who  may  not  be  roused  in  some  instances,  but 
by  the  commands  of  other  officers,  ignorant  of  the 
facts  and  testimony,  and  who,  usually,  do  not  see  fit 
to  interfere. 

While  we  would  guard,  with  circumspection, 
against  any  conduct,  which  should  create  asperities, 
and  arouse  opposition ;  still  we  would  recommend 
the  faithful  enforcement  of  the  laws,  against  stub¬ 
born  or  notorious  offenders  ;  and,  especially,  against 
any  attempts  to  carry  on  the  African  slave  trade. 
Every  grade,  in  this  nefarious  traffic,  which  severs 
the  dearest  ties  of  domestic  life,  fills  the  bosom  of 
affection  with  hopeless  anguish,  tears  the  unprotect¬ 
ed  victim  from  his  country  and  his  home,  and  plun¬ 
ges  him  into  wretchedness  bordering  on  despair, 
ought  to  awaken  in  us,  an  attention  that  cannot  sleep, 
a  diligence  that  cannot  tire,  an  ardour  that  will  not 
abate,  a  perseverance  that  will  not  slacken,  and  cou¬ 
rage  that  cannot  fear. 

Firmly,  then,  fellow  labourers,  let  us  press  for¬ 
ward,  nor  let  our  exertion  cease,  until  the  benevo¬ 
lent  objects,  we  have  in  view  be  fully  attained. 

We  have  chosen,  as  delegates,  to  represent  us  in 
the  next  American  Convention, 

Samuel  Hicks,  Thomas  Collins,  Willet  Robbins, 
Jeremiah  Thompson,  Gilbert  Shotwell,  Mordecai 
Lewis,  Thomas  Tucker,  Willet  Seamen,  Sylvanus 
F.  Jenkins,  and  Joshua  Underhill. 

Annexed,  is  a  list  of  the  officers  of  this  society, 
at  the  present  time : 
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PETER  JAY  MUNRO,  President. 

VALENTINE  SEAMAN,  1st  Vice-President. 

GEORGE  NEWBOLD,  2d  Vice-President. 

JOHN  MURRAY,  Jun.  Treasurer. 

ISAAC  A.  VAN  HOOK,  Secretary. 

JEREMIAH  THOMPSON,  Assistant  Secretary. 

COUNSELLORS. 

CadwalladerD.  Colden,  William  Johnson,  Nathan 
Sanford,  John  Wadsworth,  Peter  A.  Jay,  Thomas 
Addis  Emmett,  Joseph  Warren  Brackett,  William 
Slosson. 

Benjamin  S.  Collins,  Register. 

Willet  Robbins,  Chairman,  and  John  J.  Crom¬ 
well,  Secretary,  of  Standing  Committee. 

George  Newbold,  Chairman,  and  Thomas  Col¬ 
lins,  Secretary,  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
School. 

Isaac  Wright,  Chairman,  and  Sylvanus  F.  Jen¬ 
kins,  Secretary,  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

George  Newbold,  Chairman,  and  William  Slos¬ 
son,  Secretary ,  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Society. 

PETER  JAY  MUNRO,  President. 

ISAAC  A.  VAN  HOOK,  Secretary. 

New-  York,  3d  January,  1812. 
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To  the  American  Convention  of  Delegatee  . from  the  several 

State  Societies,  for  the  promotion  of  the  Abolition  nf 

Slavery. 

IT  is  with  some  degree  of  sorrow  and  of  shame, 
we  acknowledge,  that  the  zeal  of  the  members  of 
the  different  Abolition  Societies  of  this  state  has  so 
far  abated,  that  no  meeting  was  held  at  the  stated 
time  for  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  your  body ; 
and  the  notice  from  your  secretary  of  the  time  and 
place  of  your  meeting, lwvingbeen  delayed  on  its  way, 
was  received  too  late  to  allow  us  to  convene  a  special 
meeting  of  tlclegates  from  the  several  district  Socie¬ 
ties  for  that  purpose. 

Taking  these  circumstances  into  view,  and  govern¬ 
ed  not  less  by  the  opinions  of  other  zealous  friends 
of  our  common  cause  than  by  our  own,  that  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  the  case  imposed  it  upon  us,  as  the  only 
means  of  preventing  our  state  from  being  wholly 
unrepresented  in  your  body,  the  Trenton  Society  for 
promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  at  a  meeting 
convened  by  public  notiee,  have  appointed  Samuel 
Coleman  and  Joshua  Ncwbold  our  delegates,  to  af¬ 
ford  you  any  information  which  may  be  desirable, 
and  to  receive  any  instructions  which  may  be  useful. 

While  we  adduce  the  abatement  of  zeal  among 
the  members  in  this  state  as  the  reason  why  delegates 
were  not  appointed  in  the  usual  way,  at  the  stated 
time,  and  have  been  elected  by  us;  we  ought  in  jus¬ 
tice  to  mention  that  there  is  a  strong  hope  our  So¬ 
ciety  will  be  re-animated,  and  will  renew  its  exer¬ 
tions  in  the  cause  of  humanity. 

Cases  have  occurred  of  the  removal  of  slaves  from 
this  state  for  the  undoubted  purpose  of  selling  them  in 
our  southern  states  and  territories ;  and  the  penalty 
at  present  provided  for  such  offences  (fifty  dollars 
fine!)  being  entirely  inadequate  to  prevent  the  prac¬ 
tice,  as  well  as  insufficient  to  punish  the  offenders,  a 
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resolution  has  been  submitted  to  the  legislature,  by 
a  member  of  this  society,  to  have  the  law  amended 
in  this  respect.  The  society  will  aid  the  enactment 
of  the  substance  of  this  resolution  into  a  law  all  in 
their  power;  and  will  use  all  practicable  vigilance  in 
suppressing  this  cruel  and  unlawful  traffic,  and  in 
bringing  those  who  carry  it  on  to  condign  punish¬ 
ment. 

Several  attempts  have  been  made  by  the  Society 
to  obtain  a  revision  of  our  act  concerning  slaves,  but 
without  success.  It  may,  however,  be  truly  observ¬ 
ed,  that,  generally  speaking,  the  slaves  in  this  state 
are  clothed  and  fed  decently  and  comfortably,  al 
lowed  necessary  recreation  and  repose,  permitted  to 
attend  places  of  worship,  and  treated  with  much 
more  humanity  and  lenity  than  they  were  a  lew  years 
ago. 

And  although  we  are  constrained  to  acknowledge 
that  too  many  of  the  free  people  of  colour  do  not  ex¬ 
hibit  that  industry,  economy  and  temperance  that 
was  expected  by  many  and  wished  by  all;  yet  we 
are  not  without  numerous  instances  where  they  con¬ 
duct  in  a  manner  which  many  of  our  white  brethren 
might  imitate  with  advantage  ;  and  which  strength¬ 
ens  our  confidence  that  the  w  hole  race  will  one  day 
rise  to  a  place  in  society  which  they  arc  now  deem¬ 
ed  incompetent  and  unworthy  to  occupy. 


SAM.  TAXON, 
JAMES  J.  W  ILSON, 


COMMITTBK. 


Trenton ,  January  f>,  1812. 


To  the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery. 

YOUR  last  circular  address  and  the  accompany¬ 
ing  printed  copies  of  the  minutes  of  your  proceed¬ 
ing  were  d  uly  recei  ved . 
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With  you  we  freely  express  our  astonishment  that 
the  detestable  practice  of  kidnapping  should  be  to¬ 
lerated  for  a  moment  in  a  country  like  ours.  Must 
the  annals  of  our  nation  still  be  tarnished  by  the  me¬ 
lancholy  truth  that  at  this  period  a  wretch  should  be- 
found  amongst  us  capable  of  committing  this  dread¬ 
ful  outrage  in  hardy  violation  of  so  many  forbidding 
civil  and  sacred  injunctions.  For  a  crime  so  truly 
hateful  in  its  nature  we  trust  we  have  the  indignant 
feelings  which  become  us ;  the  subject  should  ne¬ 
ver  be  forgotten  ;  it  has  been  recalled  to  our  recol¬ 
lection  by  your  address,  and  we  are  now  preparing  a 
memorial  to  the  legislature  of  our  state,  soliciting 
the  enactment  of  a  law  more  effectually  to  punish 
and  prevent  the  diabolical  practice. 

That  it  would  be  only  an  act  of  justice  to  im¬ 
prove  the  mental  faculties  of  the  brother  whom  our 
exertions  have  restored  to  freedom  is  a  truth  which 
will  scarcely  be  doubted,  for  liberty,  great  as  is  the 
blessing,  may  under  some  circumstances  be  an  evil 
to  its  possessor.  But  the  experience  of  every  year 
furnishes  us  abundant  proof  that  if  we  wish  the 
freedman  to  be  a  useful  member  of  and  not  a  burden 
on  civil  society,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we 
give  him  a  moderate  share  of  moral  and  intellectual 
instruction. 

The  cruel  arm  of  the  taskmaster  has  debased  his 
faculties ;  *tis  the  generous  hand  of  education  that 
must  humanize  and  improve  them.  Fully  impress¬ 
ed  with  these  sentiments,  which  arc  consonant  to 
your  own,  we  are  zealously  maturing  a  plan  of  edu¬ 
cation,  which  we  believe  will  ere  long  enable  us  to 
be  extensively  useful. 

Your  advice,  frequently  to  publish  extracts  from 
celebrated  works,  or  original  essays,  tending  to  esta¬ 
blish  the  justice  and  policy  of  gradual  arid  general 
emancipation,  has  not  passed  unnoticed ;  but  while 
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we  admit  the  correctness  of  the  reasoning  which 
proves  the  general  propriety  of  the  practice  we  con¬ 
tent  ourselves  with  observing,  that  wc  have  not  dis¬ 
covered  any  thing  in  the  circumstances  of  the  state 
wc  reside  in,  which  makes  it  particularly  necessary 
to  act  upon  the  recommendation. 

With  this  address  we  transmit  you  a  letter  from 
the  African  institution  in  London,  and  several  accom¬ 
panying  documents,  believing  the  importance  of 
their  contents  will  entitle  them  to  your  attention. 

We  have  appointed  to  represent  us  in  the  ensu¬ 
ing  Convention,  Timothy  Paxson,  Roberts  Vaux, 
Thomas  P.  Cope,  John  Sergeant,  Joseph  M.  Paul, 
Samuel  Smith,  and  Benjamin  Williams. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for 
promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery. 

THOMAS  PARKER,  Vick-Pr*sibi»t. 

Attest,  BENJAMIN  WILLIAMS,  Secretary 


The  Officers  of  the  Society  are , 
President - BENJAMIN  RUSH,  m.  d. 


Vice-Prcs ..... 


ROBERT  PATTERSON, 
THOMAS  PARKER. 


Treasurer _ THOMAS  PHIPPS. 


Secretaries . .. 


BENJAMIN  WILLIAMS, 
NATHAN  SMITH. 


COUNSELLORS. 

Wm.  Lewis,  Wm.  Rawle,  Jno.  Hallowell,  Jas. 
Milnor,  Jos.  Hopkinson,  Richard  Rush,  Wm.  L. 
Delany,  Philadelphia. 

Abraham  Chapman,  Bucks. 

George  Fisher,  Dauphin. 
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ELECTING  COMMITTEE. 

Thomas  Harrison,  Joseph  Moore,  Isaac  Pearson, 
Joseph  Price,  Thomas  Rogers,  Thomas  Phipps, 
Samuel  Smith,  Edmund  Kinsey,  Abraham  Hilyard, 
Charles  Townsend,  William  Master,  William 
Brown. 

The  communication  from  Pennsylvania  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  sundry  Letters,  Books,  and  papers, 
viz. 

A  letter  dated  London,  17th  Scptem'>er,  1811, 
signed  Zachary  Marauley,  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  African  Institution  of  London. 

Extracts  from  the  Records  of  the  British  Court  of 
Admiralty. 

Four  Reports  of  the  Directors  of  the  African  In- 
stitution  of  London,  bound  in  one  volume. 

The  fifth  Report  of  do. 

A  Review  of  the  fifth  Report. 

Sundry  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  the  following  let- 
ter  from  the  Kentucky  Abolition  Society. 

To  the  President  and  Member a  qf  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for 
the  Abolition  qf  Slavery. 

Respected  Friends, 

The  Kentucky  Society  for  promoting  the  Abo¬ 
lition  of  Slavery,  &c.  have  received,  with  great 
satifaction,  your  communication  of  tlve  30th  Octo¬ 
ber,  1809;  vve  rejoice  to  hear  that  wc  have  your 
prayers  and  well  wishes,  for  our  prosperity  in  so 
laudable  an  undertaking;  and  receive  with  kindness 
your  information,  on  the  mode  of  your  proceedings; 
it  goes  much  to  strengthen  our  hands,  to  hear  that 
you  feel  disposed  to  correspond  with  us,  in  your  Ge- 
neral  Convention  to  meet  on  the  second  Monday  in 
January,  1812. 

As  it  will  not  be  in  our  power  to  correspond  with 
you  by  Messenger,  we  request  it  as  a  favour  to  in* 
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Torm  them,  that  there  is  such  an  institution  in  this 
state :  though  but  an  infant,  and  but  small ;  yet  when 
we  contemplate,  that  we  have  (as  it  were)  a  mother 
to  look  up  to  for  instruction  and  assistance;  it  gives 
us  great  consolation,  to  persevere  in  that,  which  we 
believe  to  be  our  duty,  as  well  wishers  to  our  beloved 
country,  and  having  an  affectionate  feeling  for  our 

fellow  creature  Man. - We  have  nothing  more  to 

relate  to  you,  only  that  you  be  fervent  at  the  Tnrone 
of  Grace,  that  GOD  will  please  to  direct  us  in  all  our 
proceedings  so  that  we  may  not  injure  the  cause  we 
have  espoused;  but  that  wc  may  be  instruments  in  his 
hands,  though  but  small  and  contemptible  in  the  es¬ 
teem  of  a  number  of  our  fellow  citizens,  of  doing 
much  good.  Finally  farewell — Pray  for  us. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Meeting  of  the  Kentucky 
Abolition  Society. 

CARTER  TARRANT,  President. 

Attest,  Jno.  THOMAS,  Secretary. 

The  letters  from  Z.  Mucaulcy  and  the  Kentucky 
Abolition  Society  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  Willct  Seaman,  Joshua  Ncwbold, 
and  John  Sergeant,  be  a  Committee  of  Arrangement, 
and  that  the  Addresses  and  accompanying  Docu¬ 
ments  be  referred  to  them  for  examination  and  re¬ 
port,  and  that  they  be  also  instructed  to  report  to 
the  Convention  any  other  business  which  they  may 
think  useful  and  proper  for  its  consideration. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Acting  Committee  were  read 
and  approved. 

Adjourned  until  3  o’clock  to-morrow  afternoon. 
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Jakuary  15 th,  1812,  3  o'clock ,  P.  M. 


Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment : 


PRESENT ; 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  President. 


Thomas  Collins, 
Jeremiah  Thompson, 
VVillct  Seaman, 
Samuel  Coleman, 


Joshua  Newbold, 
Thomas  P.  Cope, 
Roberts  Vaux, 
Joseph  M.  Paul, 


BENJAMIN  WILLIAMS,  Secretary. 


The  Committee  of  Arrangement  reported  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Ad- 
dresses  from  the  several  Abolition  Societies,  and  the 
accompanying  Documents,  Report — 

That  they  have  carefully  perused  the  documents 
and  papers  referred  to  them. 

The  first  object  that  lias  engaged  their  attention  is 
the  document  accompanying  the  address  from  the 
Abolition  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  transmitted  to 
them  by  the  African  Institution  of  London,  con¬ 
sisting  of  extracts  from  the  records  of  the  British 
Courts  of  Admiralty.  It  presents  eleven  cases  of 
vessels  captured  in  the  years  1810,  and  1811,  loaded 
with  human  beings,  obtained  from  the  coast  of  Afri¬ 
ca,  and  intended  to  be  sold  as  slaves,  chiefly  in  the 
Spanish  colonies.  The  vessels  in  every  instance 
carried  foreign  papers  and  foreign  flags,  and  assum¬ 
ed  a  foreign  character.  But  in  the  first  of  the  cases 
it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  vessel  was  really  owned 
in  the  United  States,  that  the  adventure  originated 
there,  and  that  the  whole  interest  in  it,  as  w  ell  as  the 
profits  to  be  derived  from  the  inhuman  expedition, 
(except  a  small  part  allotted  to  the  foreigners  neccs- 
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sarily  employed  to  cover  the  transaction)  belonged 
wholly  to  persons  resident  in  the  United  States,  and 
believed  to  be  citizens.  In  the  other  cases,  though 
there  is  not  the  same  positive  evidence  of*  American 
ownership  and  interest,  yet  the  circumstances  fur- 
nish  strong  evidence  of  the  fact,  that  the  assumption 
of  foreign  character  was  merely  colourable,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  evading  the  provisions  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States.  In  every  case  it  appears  that  the 
greater  portion  of  the  officers  and  crew  were  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  who  were  in  some  instances  to 
receive  a  part  of  their  compensation  in  one  or  more 
of  the  human  beings  to  be  obtained  from  Africa. 
Though  it  seems  probable  that  most  of  the  cargoes 
were  intended  for  foreign  markets,  yet  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  some  of  them  were  to  have 
been  clandestinely  conveyed  into  the  United  States, 
which  would  certainly  have  aggravated  the  offence 
against  the  laws  of  our  country,  by  combining  in 
the  individual  case  a  violation  of  every  one  of  their 
provisions,  but  would  not  have  materially  increased 
the  turpitude  and  gross  inhumanity  of  the  transac¬ 
tion.  There  were  found  on  board  these  vessels 
above  eight  hundred  and  ninety-three  human  beings 
in  bondage. 

From  this  summary  view  of  the  cases  presented 
by  the  extracts,  your  committee  have  naturally  turn¬ 
ed  their  attention  to  the  means  that  may  be  employ¬ 
ed  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  transactions  so  dis¬ 
graceful  to  the  character  of  our  country,  so  contrary 
to  the  policy  and  spirit  of  our  laws,  so  cruel,  inhu- 
man,  and  unjust.  They  are  not,  however,  aware  that 
the  legislative  power  of  the  union  can,  with  any 
probability  of  success,  be  called  upon  at  present  for 
further  measures  of  prevention.  The  laws  in  being 
plainly  prohibit,  under  the  denunciation  of  heavy 
penalties,  each  of  the  offences  comprised  in  the 
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above  statement  of  complicated  criminality.  The 
defect,  therefore,  if  any  exist,  must  be  in  one  of  two 
particulars ;  either  the  laws  are  not  carefully  enfor¬ 
ced,  or  there  is  a  want  of  the  necessary  evidence  to 
give  them  effect.  In  each  of  these  particulars  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  friend  to  the  cause  of  humanity  to 
aid  the  officers  of  the  government  in  the  execution  of 
the  laws,  by  bringing  into  their  view  the  cases  of  of¬ 
fence  that  have  heretofore  occurred,  or  that  may  in 
future  arise,  and  assisting  them  to  procure  the  neces¬ 
sary  evidence.  Your  committee  therefore  respect¬ 
fully  propose  that  the  attention  of  the  several  socie¬ 
ties  be  earnestly  and  particularly  requested  to  the 
matters  above  stated,  and,  to  produce  a  just  sense 
of  the  duty  they  are  thus  called  upon  to  perform, 
that  they  be  furnished  with  copies  of  the  extracts 
from  the  records  of  the  admiralty. 

From  the  several  reports  of  the  African  Institu¬ 
tion,  your  committee  perceive  with  great  satisfac¬ 
tion,  the  efforts  they  are  making  to  introduce  the 
blessings  of  civilized  society  and  the  lights  of  know- 
ledge  among  a  people  who,  till  very  lately,  have  been 
regarded  by  too  many  only  as  the  subjects  of  an  inhu¬ 
man  traffic.  Whilst  we  earnestly  unite  with  the  in¬ 
stitution  in  prayers  for  the  success  of  their  exertions, 
we  cannot  but  feel  our  attention  more  sensibly  call¬ 
ed  to  similar  objects  within  the  reach  of  our  more 
immediate  duty.  The  education  of  the  blacks,  the 
improvement  of  their  religious,  moral,  and  social 
condition,  and  the  inculcation  among  them  of  habits 
of  regular  industry,  are  matters  of  equal  importance 
perhaps  with  the  abolition  itself,  and  without  which 
the  latter  would  lose  all  its  value.  Your  committee 
cannot,  on  this  part  of  the  subject  referred  to  them, 
refrain  from  expressing  the  pleasure  they  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  communication  of  the  society  at 
New-York.  Under  the  care  of  that  society,  the  best 
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fruits  of  education  have  already  begun  to  appear, 
as  your  committee  think  they  plainly  perceive  in  the 
proposal  of  the  people  of  colour  to  establish  a  fund 
among  themselves  for  the  instruction  of  orphan  chil¬ 
dren,  which  indicates  at  once  a  just  conception  of 
the  value  of  education,  and  a  provident  and  active 
concent  for  those  who  may  be  destitute  of  the  means 
of  obtaining  it.  There  is  an  encouragement  in 
this  indication,  which  while  it  affords  a  rich  reward 
for  their  labours  to  the  Society  in  New- York,  will, 
it  is  hoped,  liave  its  just  effect  upon  other  societies, 
and  stimulate  them  to  similar  efforts. 

The  address  from  the  Kentucky  Society  is  an  ad¬ 
ditional  proof  of  the  extension  of  the  principles  of 
humanity,  which  your  committee  are  sure  the  con¬ 
vention  cannot  but  view  with  pleasure:  Nor  will  they 
hesitate  cordially  to  reciprocate  the  ^ood  wishes  of 
that  society,  to  co-operate  with  them  in  the  object  of 
their  association,  and  to  afford  them  any  assistance 
in  their  power. 

Your  committee  are  sorry  to  find  from  the  ad¬ 
dresses  of  the  New- York  and  Ncw-Jersey  Societies, 
that  frequent  attempts  have  been  made  to  carry  free 
blacks  into  slavery.  The  laws  of  the  individual 
states  can  alone  repress  this  inhuman  practice,  which 
for  obvious  reasons  will  now  demand  renewed  vigi¬ 
lance.  Where  the  laws  arc  inefficient,  or  their  pe¬ 
nalties  so  trifling  as  to  hold  up  no  terrors  to  the  of¬ 
fender,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  societies  by  all  pro¬ 
per  means  to  impress  upon  the  constituted  authorities 
of  the  state  the  necessity  of  more  adequate  provi¬ 
sions. 

Under  these  views  of  the  matters  referred  to  them 
your  committee  respectfully  submit  the  following 
resolutions : 

Resolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draft 
an  Address  to  the  several  Abolition  Societies  (in* 
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eluding  the  Kentucky  Society)  particularly  and  ear¬ 
nestly  recommending  to  their  attention  the  matters 
embraced  in  the  foregoing  Report.  Jeremiah  Thomp¬ 
son,  Samuel  Coleman,  Thomas  P.  Cope,  and  Ro¬ 
berts  Vaux,  were  appointed. 

Resolved,  that  the  acting  committee  be  instruct¬ 
ed  to  have  printed,  with  the  minutes  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  this  convention,  in  the  form  of  an  Appendix, 
the  extracts  from  the  records  of  the  British  courts 
of  Admiralty. 

Resolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  Treasurer’s  account.  Thomas  Collins,  and 
Joseph  M.  Paul  were  appointed. 

Resolved,  that  the  letter  from  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  certified  Resolution  of  Congress  acknowledging 
the  receipt,  acceptance  and  deposit  in  the  National 
Library  of  Clarkson’s  History  of  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery,  which  are  on  record  in  the  minutes  of  the 
Acting  Committee,  be  published  with  the  minutes  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  Convention.  They  are  as 
follows;  viz. 

In  the  House  of  Ke/iresrntativrs  of  the  United  Stales,  Satur - 
(lay,  the  IHth  February,  lfiO'J. 

Rcsohcdy  that  the  Speaker  be  requested  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  receipt  and  acceptance  of  “  Clarkson’s 
History  of  Slavery,”  presented  by  the  American 
Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slaver}’, 
and  improving  the  condition  of  the  Africans ;  and 
that  the  said  work  be  deposited  in  the  library. 

Extract  from  the  Journal. 

PATRICK  MAGRUDER,  Clkrk. 

WASHINGTON,  February  18/A,  1809. 

My  Dear  Sir , 

In  obedience  to  a'Rcsolution  of  the  House  of  Re¬ 
presentatives  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honour 
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to  acknowledge  the  receipt  and  acceptance,  by  the 
House,  of  “  Clarkson’s  History  of  Slavery,**  in  two 
volumes,  presented  by  the  American  Convention  for 
promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  improving 
the  condition  of  the  A  fricans,  through  you  sir,  by 
the  hand  of  Mr.  Palmer:  which  has  !>ecn  deposited 
in  the  National  Library :  where  it  will  remain  an 
honourable  testimonial  of  the  liberality  of  the  do¬ 
nors.  Permit  me  sir,  to  embrace  this  opportunity, 
to  express  the  very  great  respect,  which  I  have  for 
the  Abolition  Convention,  and  for  yourself, 

And  be  assured  sir,  that  I  am, 
Your’s  and  their  sincere  friend 
And  humble  servant, 

J.  li  VARNUM. 

Mr.  Thos.  P.  Cope. 

A  member  of  the  Acting  Committee  stated  that 
the  gentleman  who  had  been  employed  to  compile 
a  History  of  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  from  docu¬ 
ments  furnished  by  former  Conventions  and  other 
sources,  had  died  soon  after  the  rise  of  the  last 
Convention :  that  the  papers  had  since  been  deposit¬ 
ed  with  the  Treasurer,  and  remain  under  his  care; 
the  necessity  for  the  proposed  publication  appear¬ 
ing  to  be  superceded  by  the  correct,  interesting,  and 
valuable  work  of  Thomas  Clarkson,  on  the  same 
subject. 

Resolved,  That  the  Acting  Committee  lie  dis¬ 
charged  from  further  attention  to  this  subject. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  Appointment  of 
the  Acting  Committee  for  the  ensuing  three  years, 
when  the  following  persons  were  duly  chosen : 

Thomas  Collins,  of  New -York. 

Samuel  Coleman,  of  New -Jersey. 
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Timothy  Paxson, 
Thomas  P.  Cope, 
Roberts  Vaux, 
Benjamin  Williams,. 


•of  Pennsylvania . 


Joshua  Ncwbold  obtained  leave  of  absence  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  session. 

Adjourned  until  3  o’clock  to-morrow  afternoon. 


Jaruary  16 th,  1812,  S  o'clock  P,  M. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment: 
present: 


JOHN  SERGEANT,  Esq.  President, 


Thomas  Collins, 
Jeremiah  Thompson, 
Willet  Seaman, 
Samuel  Coleman, 


Thomas  P.  Cope, 
Samuel  Smith, 
Roberts  Vaux, 
Joseph  M.  Paul, 


BENJAMIN  WILLIAMS,  Secretary. 


The  Committee  appointed  to  draft  addresses  to 
the  several  Abolition  Societies,  reported  Essays  of  a 
Circular  Address  to  them,  and  a  special  Communica¬ 
tion  to  the  Society  in  Kentucky,  which  were  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  the  Treasurer’s  account  report¬ 
ed  as  follows,  viz. 

To  the  American  Convention  for  the  Abolition  qf  Slavery ,  &c. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  settle  the  Treasurer’s 

account,  Report: 

That  they  have  paid  attention  to  the  duty  com¬ 
mitted  to  them.  They  find  the  Treasurer  has  re¬ 
ceived  since  last  Convention  one  hundred  and  forty 
dollars,  dividends  on  bank  stock ;  that  he  has  paid 
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lor  the  use  of  the  Convention,  for  Clarkson’s  His¬ 
tory,  &c.  and  two  shares  of  Stock  of  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Bank,  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars.— 
There  now  remains  due  to  our  Treasurer  thirty-se¬ 
ven  dollars  and  twenty -two  cents. 

The  funds  of  the  Convention  (being  seven  shares 
of  Philadelphia  bank  stock,  value  at  par  one  hundred 
dollars  each,)  may  at  the  present  value  of  stock  be 
estimated  to  be  about  eight  hundred  dollars. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  COLLINS, 
JOSEPH  M.  PALL. 

Philadelphia ,  1  mo,  ( January )  1812. 

Resolved  that  the  documents  which  accompanied 
the  communication  from  the  Abolition  Society  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  which  their  representatives  were 
instructed  to  request  might  be  transmitted  to  their 
Committee  of  Correspondence  on  the  rise  of  this 
Convention,  be,  in  compliance  with  that  request, 
transmitted  by  the  Acting  Committee,  after  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  Minutes  of  this  Convention. 

The  Circular  Address  was  taken  up,  and  care¬ 
fully  considered  by  paragraphs,  and  adopted,  as  fol¬ 
lows,  viz. 

To 

IN  discharging  the  customary  duty  of  addressing 
you,  we  have  great  satisfaction  in  stating,  that  the 
business  of  the  Convention  has  been  conducted, 
throughout,  with  the  utmost  cordiality. 

Wc  cannot,  however,  forbear  the  expression  of 
our  sincere  regret,  that  so  few  societies  have  been 
represented  in  this  Convention.  When  wc  contem¬ 
plate  the  interesting  magnitude  of  the  cause  in  which 
we  liave  unitedly  and  voluntarily  embarked — when 
we  consider  the  solid  and  obvious  advantages  which 
have  hitherto  been  derived,  to  the  friends  of  huma- 
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nity,  from  a  free  and  personal  interchange  of  opinion 
and  from  unison  of  action,  we  confidently  trust  that 
trifling  impediments  will  not  be  suffered  to  interpose 
in  the  fulfilment  of  our  duty.  We  therefore,  in  that 
freedom  which  becomes  the  advocates  of  truth  and 
justice,  do  most  earnestly  and  affectionately  recom¬ 
mend  a  more  zealous  attention  to  this  important 
point,  in  order  that  the  succeeding  Convention  may 
be  more  fully  attended.  Much  has  been  accom¬ 
plished,  but,  when  we  remember  that  it  has  been 
officially  announced  by  the  late  census  that  nearly 
twelve  hundred  thousand  of  our  fellow  beings  re¬ 
main  in  a  state  of  abject  bondage  in  our  deluded 
country,  it  surely  will  not,  cannot  be  denied,  that 
much,  veiy  much,  remains  yet  to  be  done.  You 
have  put  your  hands  to  the  plough — look  not  back  till 
ye  shall  have  accomplished  the  end.  You  have  com¬ 
menced  the  wrestling,  cease  not  your  hold  till  ye 
shall  have  obtained  the  prize. 

While  against  the  oppressor,  wc  plead  the  cause 
of  the  oppressed — While  wc  invite  the  unhappy 
slave  to  a  patient  and  Christian  submission  to  his 
condition — and  urge  on  his  legalized  master  a  hu  ¬ 
mane  exercise  of  his  power — While  we  feel  ourselves 
bound,  by  all  honourable  and  lawful  means,  to  protect 
those  whom  the  laws  have  enfranchised,  from  being 
again  dragged  into  slaveiy — let  us  not  forget  how 
much  depends  on  the  careful  instruction  of  all  who 
j*re  free.  Without  this  our  labour  will  be  but  very 
partially  accomplished.  This  great  object,  so  im¬ 
portant  to  ourselves,  as  members  of  the  civil  com¬ 
munity,  appears  to  have  engaged  the  active  attention 
of  some  of  those  who  are  the  subjects  of  our  care  ; 
and  the  Convention  have  learned,  with  heart-felt  satis¬ 
faction,  that  it  is  proposed,  by  the  people  of  colour 
in  New- York,  to  raise  a  fund  among  themselves,  for 
the  instruction  of  their  orphan  children.  This  circum- 
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stance,  while  it  proves  an  honourable  testimony  to 
the  persevering  zeal  of  the  New- York  Manumission 
Society,  reflects  great  credit  on  the  blacks  them¬ 
selves;  and  we  hope  the  example  will  not  be  with¬ 
out  beneficial  effects  elsewhere.  Could  such  of  these 
people  as  have  it  in  their  power,  be  persuaded  to  ap¬ 
ply  a  part  of  their  surplus  earnings  to  the  establish- 
meat  of  similar  funds,  instead,  as  is  unhappily  the 
case  in  too  many  instances,  of  spending  their  money 
in  courses  which  prove  injurious  to  their  health  and 
morals,  not  only  their  race,  but  the  community  at 
large,  would  from  such  meritorious  efforts  speedily 
reap  the  most  unequivocal  advantages. 

It  appears  that,  in  defiance  of  the  laws  already 
provided  to  interdict  the  inhuman  practice,  and  not¬ 
withstanding  the  enormity  of  the  offence  in  itself, 
men  arc  yet  found,  so  lost  to  justice  and  the  tender 
feeling  of  humanity,  as  to  be  guilty  of  carrying  free 
blacks  from  some  of  the  states,  and  selling  them  as 
slaves  in  others.  Wc  therefore  recommend  renew¬ 
ed  vigilance  to  detect  and  prosecute  these  hardened 
transgressors — and  that,  whenever  the  laws  are  found 
to  be  defective,  or  insufficient  to  the  correction  of  the 
evil,  application  be  made,  to  the  constituted  autho¬ 
rities,  for  such  amendments  and  alterations  as  may 
be  necessary  and  effectual ;  that  our  country  may  be 
purged  of  this  most  grevious  iniquity. 

The  Pennsylvania  Society  accompanied  their  ad¬ 
dress  to  the  Convention  with  some  very  interesting 
documents,  which  were  transmitted  to  them  by  the 
African  Institution  in  London,  part  of  which  it  is 
proposed  to  publish  in  the  form  of  an  appendix  to 
our  printed  minutes,  in  order  that  the  information 
which  it  contains  may  be  more  generally  diffused. 
The  Convention  have  not,  at  this  time,  deemed  it 
necessary  or  expedient,  to  take  any  f dither  order  on 
this  subject  Were  the  laws  of  the  general  go- 
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vcrnment,  in  relation  to  the  slave  trade,  duly  and 
faithfully  executed,  it  is  Relieved  they  would  put  an 
end  to  this  inhuman  traffic,  which,  to  the  disgrace  of 
sojne  of  our  citizens,  it  is  but  too  evident  they  have 
been  carrying  on  under  the  protection  and  cover  of 
foreign  flags.  Wc  invite  you  to  a  careful  perusal 
of  these  documents.  They  contain  the  evidence  of 
a  mass  of  iniquity,  the  development  of  which  can- 
not  but  excite  the  indignation  of  every  feeling 
mind. 

You  will  perceive,  by  the  minutes  of  our  proceed¬ 
ings,  that  the  friends  of  humanity  have  gained  an  ac¬ 
cession  to  their  cause  in  the  establishment  of  an 
Abolition  Society  in  Kentucky.  We  trust  their  la¬ 
bours  will  be  blessed  with  success,  and  that  this  dawn 
of  light  will  burst  into  a  more  perfect  day  on  ou« 
brethren  of  the  southern  states,  casting  its  cheering 
and  benign  influence  alike  on  all ;  that  the  ensan¬ 
guined  lash  of  the  task  master,  and  the  cries  of  the 
slave,  may  no  longer  appal  the  ear  and  sicken  the 
heart,  in  this  boasted  land  of  mercy  and  equal 
rights. 

The  address  to  the  Kentucky  Society  was  again 
deliberately  read,  and  adopted  as  follows,  viz. 

To  the  President  and  Mr  mb  era  of  the  Kentucky  Abolition 
Society. 

Among  several  important,  and  valuable  commu¬ 
nications,  forwarded  to  this  Convention  oy  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Society  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery,  wc  recognize  with  unaffected  pleasure  your 
letter  of  October  last,  addressed  to  that  Institution. 

We  sincerely  rejoice  to  learn  that  you  have  asso¬ 
ciated  for  the  honourable  purpose  of  extending  the 
arms  of  benevolence  and  protection,  for  the  relief  and 
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assistance  of  the  afflicted  children  of  Africa,  in  your 
section  of  our  country. 

YVe  trust  you  will  be  enabled  to  persevere  in  the 
work  which  you  have  so  nobly  begun,  and  by  a  zeal- 
ous  employment  of  the  means  you  possess,  witness 
the  happiest  consummation  of  your  efforts  to  attend 
those  objects,  which  claim  your  solicitude,  and  par¬ 
take  of  your  care. 

The  cause  you  have  espoused  is  a  righteous  one: 
and  the  reward  of  your  labour,  will  be  as  certain,  as 
it  must  be  precious. 

In  order  to  furnish  you  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
various  subjects  which  have  engaged  our  attention 
during  the  present  session,  we  intend  to  transmit  to 
you  copies  of  the  minutes  of  our  proceedings.  As 
we  believe  it  will  be  productive  of  advantage  to  the 
great  object  which  has  caused  the  establishment  of 
societies  of  this  kind,  to  enjoy  a  full  communication 
of  sentiment,  and  mutual  information  of  facts  to  ex¬ 
cite  our  diligence,  we  therefore  invite  your  corre¬ 
spondence  with  us,  as  occasion  may  demand,  and  op¬ 
portunities  present. 

We  congratulate  you  on  the  advancement  you 
have  already  made,  and  we  present  you  with  our  ar¬ 
dent  desires,  that  under  the  blessing  of  Divine  Pro¬ 
vidence,  success  may  ever  crown  your  exertions. 

To  aid  you  in  these  great  designs,  be  assured  of 
our  maternal  solicitude,  and  we  shall  equally  with 
you,  hail  that  glorious  day,  when  “  the  bands  of  wick¬ 
edness  shall  be  loosed ,  the  heavy  burdens  be  undone, 
every  yoke  shall  be  broken ,  and  the  oppressed  go  free.11' 

P.  S.  Our  Acting  Committee  will  acquaint  you 
of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  next 
Convention,  to  attend  which,  we  should  be  pleased 
with  a  representation  from  your  Society. 
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Resolved,  that  the  Acting  Committee  be  instruct¬ 
ed  (o  publish  500  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  this 
Convention,  and  as  many  of  the  Circular  Addresses 
as  may,  in  their  opinion,  be  proper;  and  that  they 
transmit  them  to  the  several  Societies  in  the  usual 
proportions. 

That  they  present  to  the  Select  Council  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  the  thanks  of  this  Convention 
for  the  use  of  their  Chamber — And  that  they  be  di¬ 
rected  to  give  three  months  previous  notice  of  the 
meeting  of  the  next  Convention,  to  the  several  Abo¬ 
lition  Societies.  Adjourned  sine  die . 

Published  by  order  of  the  Convention* 
BENJAMIN  WILLIAMS,  Secrctaiy,, 
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APPENDIX, 


EXTRACTS  from  the  fourth  Refiort  qf  the  Directors  of  the 
AFRICAN  INSTITUTION \  read  at  the  Annual  General 
Meeting,  held  in  London ,  on  the  28 th  <f  March,  1810. 

“  The  persons,  however,  who  are  by  far  the  most  deeply  en¬ 
gaged  in  this  nefarious  trafic,  appear  to  be  citiiens  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  These  shelter  themselves  from  the  penal 
consequences  of  their  criminal  conduct,  by  means  of  a  nominal 
sale  both  of  ship  and  cargo  at  some  Spanish  or  Swedish  port— . 
(the  Ilavannah,  for  example,  or  the  Island  of  St.  Bartholo¬ 
mew.)  They  are  thus  put  in  a  capacity  to  uso  the  flags  of 
these  states,  and  so  disguised,  have  carried  on  their  slave-tra¬ 
ding  speculations  during  the  last  year  to  an  enormous  extent. 

“  The  different  communications  received  by  the  directors  from 
the  const  of  Africa,  concur  in  stating,  that  in  the  month  of 
October  last,  the  coast  was  crowded  with  vessels,  known  to  be 
American,  trading  for  slaves,  under  Spanish  and  Swedish  flags. 
The  slaves  thus  procured,  it  is  understood,  were  afterwards  to 
be  carried  for  sale,  either  to  South  America,  or  to  the  Spanish 
West  Indies.  Some  cargoes  (there  is  reason  to  believe,)  have 
been  landed  at  St.  Bartholomews,  and  smuggled  thence  into 
British  Islands. 

“  With  respect  to  Sweden  and  Spain,  the  Directors  had 
hoped,  that  as  neither  of  these  countries  had  any  interests  to 
sacrifice  by  a  formal  renunciation  of  the  Slave  trade,  and  a  re¬ 
cognition  of  the  principles  of  its  abolition,  they  might  have  been 
prevailed  on  strictly  to  interdict  the  use  of  their  flags  to  ships 
engaged  in  carrying  slaves.  But  in  this  hope  also,  the  directors 
have  been  disappointed.  They  have  had,  even  the  mortification 
to  see  these  flags  employed  to  protect  that  large  share  of  this 
traffic,  which  the  subjects  of  the  United  States  are  at  this  no* 
paent  carrying  on  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  theic  own  country. 
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EXTRACTS  from-  the  fifth  rr/iort  of  the  Directors  of  the 
AFRICAN  INSTITUTION  read  at  the  Annual  Genccul 
Meeting  held  in  London  on  the  27th  of  March,  1811. 


In  the  month  of  July  last,  the  case  of  the  Amelia,  an  Ameri¬ 
can  slave  ship,  captured  by  a  British  ship  of  war,  a  case  on  which 
six  others  depended,  was  brought  befoie  the  Privy  Council,  the 
supreme  court  for  matters  of  prize  in  this  country,  by  appeal 
from  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court  of  Tortola,  in  which  the  ves¬ 
sel  and  cargo  had  been  condemned  to  the  captors.  The  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  court  was  pronounced  by  Sir  W.  Grant,  Master 
of  the  Rolls,  in  the  following  terms,  viz  — 

“  This  ship  must  be  considered  as  being  employed  at  the 
time  of  capture  in  carrying  slaves  from  the  coast  of  Africa  to  a 
Spuni?*'  colony — Wc  think  that  this  whs  evidently  the  original 
plan  and  purpose  of  the  voyage,  notwithstanding  the  pietence 
set  up  to  veil  the  true  intention,  the  claimant,  however,  who  is  an 
American,  complains  of  the  capture,  and  demands  from  us  the 
restitution  of  property  of  which  he  alleges  that  he  has  been  un¬ 
justly  dispossessed.  In  all  the  former  cases  of  ihiB  kind  which  have 
come  before  this  court,  the  slave  trade  was  liable  to  considera¬ 
tions  very  different  from  those  which  belong  to  it  now.  It  hod  at 
that  time  been  prohibited  (as  fur  as  respected  carrying  slaves  to 
the  colonics  of  foreign  nations)  by  America,  but  by  our  own 
la\vs  it  was  still  allowed,— It  appeared  to  us,  therefore,  difficult 
to  consider  the  prohibitory  law  of  America,  in  any  other  light 
than  as  one  of  those  municipal  regulations  of  a  foreign  state,  of 
which  this  Court  could  not  take  any  cognizance.  But  by  the 
alteration  which  has  since  taken  place,  the  question  stands  on 
different  grounds,  and  is  open  to  the  application  of  very  different 
principles.  The  slave  trade  has  since  been  totally  abolished  by 
this  country,  and  our  legislature  has  pronounced  it  to  be  contrary 
to  the  principlesof  justice  and  humanity. 

“  Whatever  we  might  think  as  individuals  before,  we  could  not, 
sitting  as  judges  in  a  British  Court  of  Justice,  regard  the  trade 
in  that  light,  while  our  own  laws  permitted  it.  But  wc  can  now 
assert  that  this  trade  cannot,  abstractedly  speaking,  have  a  legit¬ 
imate  existence. 

“  When  I  say  abstractedly  speaking,  l  mean  that  this  coun¬ 
try  has  no  right  to  controul  any  foreign  legislature  that  may 
think  fit  to  dissent  from  this  doctrine,  and  to  permit  to'  its  own 
subjects  the  prosecution  of  this  trade ;  but  we  have  now  a  right 
to  affirm  that  firimd  facie  the  trade  is  illegal,  and  thus  to  throw 
on  claimants  the  burthen  of  proof  that,  in  respect  to  them,  by 
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ihc  authority  of  their  own  laws,  it  is  otherwise.  As  the  case 
now  stands,  we  think  we  are  intitled  to  say,  that  a  claimant 
can  have  no  right  upon  principles  of  universal  law,  to  claim 
the  restitution  in  a  prize  court,  of  human  beings  carried  as 
his  slaves.  He  must  show  some  right  that  has  been  violated 
by  the  capture,  some  property  of  which  he  has  been  dispos¬ 
sessed,  and  to  which  he  ought  to  be  restored.  In  this  case, 
the  laws  of  the  claimant’s  country  allow  of  no  right  of  pro¬ 
perty  such  as  he  claims.  There  can  therefore  be  no  right  to 
restitution.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  judgment  must  be 
affirmed.” 

The  directors  have  reason  to  believe  that  this  judgment 
was  in  perfect  conformity  with  the  opinion  of  the  highest 
legal  authorities  in  the  United  StateB. 

The  great  importance  of  this  decision  may  be  inferred 
from  this  circumstance,  that  it  was  no  sooner  known,  than 
every  American  flag  which  covered  the  slave  trade  disap¬ 
peared.  The  course  which  has  since  been  pursued  by  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  embarking  in  this  trade,  has 
been,  to  call  at  some  Spanish  or  Portuguese  port,  there  to 
obtain  fictitious  bills  of  sale,  and  other  papers  which  might 
serve  to  disguise  the  real  ownership. 

This  practice,  however,  to  which,  on  the  first  view  the 
case  of  the  Amcdie  did  not  Hccm  to  apply,  und  which  it  was 
apprehended  might  be  carried  to  an  extent  almost  indefinite, 
lias  happily  received  a  decisive  check  by  a  judgment  recently 
pronounced  by  Sir  William  Scott,  in  the  high  court  of  ad¬ 
miralty,  in  the  case  of  a  vessel  called  the  Fortuna.  For  want 
of  such  a  precedent  as  this  case  now  happily  furnishes,  seve¬ 
ral  vessels  in  precisely  the  same  circumstances;  namely,  ves¬ 
sels  destined  for  the  slave  trade,  and  clearly  Americans,  but 
under  a  Spanish  disguise,  had  been  liberated  by  the  vice- 
admiralty  courts  in  different  parts  of  the  world. 

The  case  in  which  this  judgment  has  been  given  is  as 
follows: 

lfigh  Court  of  Admiralty.— Case  of  the  Fortuna,  Veritsimo , 
master. 

This  vessel  sailed  from  New  York,  under  American  co¬ 
lours  in  the  month  of  July,  1810,  being  then  named  the  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Mary,  and  arrived  at  Madeira  in  September.  The 
ostensible  owner  at  this  time  was  an  American  citizen  of  the 
name  of  George  Fowler  Trenholm,  who  also  acted  as  master. 
On  arriving  at  Madeira,  he  landed  a  part  of  his  cargo;  and 
about  a  week  before  his  departure  from  it,  he  executed  a 
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bill  of  sale  for  the  ship  to  a  native  of  Madeira,  a  Portuguese 
subject,  named  Joao  de  Souza,  and  inconsequence  of  this  sale 
obtained  Portuguese  papers  and  assumed  a  Portuguese  Hag. 
This  Joao  de  Souza  is  stated  to  be  a  man  notoriously  of  no 
property,  who  is  employed  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  an  Eng¬ 
lish  mercantile  house  in  that  island;  and  in  point  of  fact,  no 
consideration  was  given  for  the  vessel.  In  thus  lending  his 
name  to  this  transaction,  Joao  de  Souza  appears  to  have 
merely  complied  with  the  wishes  of  his  employers,  who  were 
the  consignees  of  the  William  and  Mary.  The  William  and 
Mary,  having  thus  become  colourably  the  property  of  a  Por¬ 
tuguese,  was  re-named  the  Fortuna,  and  another  Portuguese, 
of  the  name  of  Verissimo  was  appointed  master;  George  Fow¬ 
ler  Trenholm,  the  former  master,  was  now  converted  into  a 
supercargo,  and  the  whole  conduct  and  entire  control  of  the 
ship  and  adventure  were  committed  to  him;  without  his  even 
receiving  any  instructions  whatever  from  the  alleged  owner, 
Joao  de  Souza.  The  only  part  of  the  cargo  taken  on  board 
at  Maderia  consisted  of  some  articles  of  provisions  for  the 
voyage. 

On  the  6th  of  October,  this  vessel  sailed  front  Madeira, 
and,  when  about  seven  or  eight  miles  distant  from  the  harbour 
of  Funchall,  was  captured  by  his  majesty’s  ship  Mclampus, 
captain  Hawker,  and  sent  to  Plymouth. 

The  evidence  obtained  by  means  of  the  standing  interro¬ 
gatories,  afforded  strong  suspicion  that  the  sale  at  Madeira, 
was  a  fraudulent  and  collusive  transaction;  and  this  suspicion 
was  afterwards  fully  confirmed,  and  it  clearly  appeared,  from 
the  mere  inspection  of  the  vessel  independently  of  other  cor¬ 
roborating  circumstances,  that  the  object  of  the  voyage  was 
to  procure  a  cargo  of  slaves  on  the  coast  of  Africa.” 

Sir  William  Scott  who  delivered  the  judgment  of  the  court 
on  the  12th  of  March,  1811,  concludes  a  long  and  luminous 
exposition  of  this  case  in  the  following  words: 

«  Was  this  American  vessel  employed  in  that  traffic  which 
subjected  the  Amedie  to  a  sentence  of  confiscation?  I  think 
that  a  variety  of  important  circumstances  lead  irresistibly  to 
that  conclusion.  Trenholm,  the  present  supercargo  (for  he  con¬ 
tinues  on  board  this  vessel,  in  this  character,  after  the  pre¬ 
tended  sale  of  her  in  his  character  of  master  and  owner),  pre¬ 
tends,  in  an  affidavit  that  he  was  not  to  carry  on  the  slave  trade, 
but  meant  to  dispose  of  the  cargo  at  the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands, 
or  the  Brazils.  But  this  man’s  conduct  is  too  deeply  involved 
in  the  entire  fraud  of  these  transactions  to  claim  any  credit 
for  his  representations.  The  construction  and  furniture  of 
the  ship  had  all  the  accommodations  necessary  for  the  con- 
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duct  of  that  trade,  and  of  that  trade  only.  She  had  platforms 
ready  constructed;  she  had  timber  fit  for  the  construction  of 
more;  she  had  iron  shackles  and  bolts,  running  chains  and 
collars;  all  adapted  for  the  purposes  of  conveying  slaves; 
and  the  quantity  and  species  of  provision  and  medicine  which 
such  purposes  require.  It  has  been  suggested  in  argument, 
that  the  ship  had  probably  been  employed  before  as  a  slave 
ship  and  that  the  first  accommodations  had  been  suffered  to 
remain,  though  her  employment  was  altered;  but  is  this 
probable,  that  they  would  have  been  suffered  to  remain  in  a 
vessel  destined  for  other  occupations?  In  other  trades  they 
would  have  been  obstructions  and  nuisances,  and  the  first 
thing  done  before  she  left  America  would  have  been  to  re¬ 
move  them.  The  continuance  of  such  accommodations  proves 
the  intended  continuance  in  that  trade;  for  they  are  not 
accommodations  in  any  other.  In  the  concealed  papers  it  is 
disclosed  that  she  was  to  go  to  the  Havanna,  the  great  mart 
for  the  importation  of  negroes.  When  I  see  these  platforms 
constructed,  and  an  apparatus  for  the  construction  of  more; 
these  irons  collected  together;  the  nature  of  the  provisions  on 
board;  the  fraudulent  sale  and  the  fraudulent  acquisition  of  the 
Portuguese  character  under  it;  the  false  pretences  and  unjust 
resistance  to  fair  inquiry  that  has  travelled  with  this  case 
throughout;  the  particulars  of  which  I  do  not  detail,  after  the 
ample  statements  of  both  which  have  been  given  by  the  advo¬ 
cates  for  the  captors,  I  can  have  no  rational  doubt  of  her  real 
character,  and  under  the  authority  of  the  case  of  the  Amedie, 
I  condemn  her  and  her  cargo.” 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  high  in  office  on  the  coait 
of  Africa^  dated  Senegal ,  1  \th  Dec.  1810. 

“  I  had  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge,  on  the  1st  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  by  the  schooner  Hope,  the  receipt  of  your  obliging  letter 
of  the  17th  September,  and  communicated  to  you  that  it  was 
necessary  for  me  to  go  to  Goree,  to  endeavour  to  overcome 
some  difficulties  which  had  arisen  relative  to  the  four  vessels 
detained  at  that  island,  on  suspicion  of  being  American  pro¬ 
perty  under  Spanish  colours,  fitted  out  for  the  slave  trade. 

“  My  former  letters  will  have  acquainted  you,  that  mahy 
vessels  of  this  description  arc  on  the  coast,  and  the  intelli¬ 
gence  you  have  received  from  leeward,  will  also  have  inform¬ 
ed  you  of  the  still  greater  number  in  that  quarter;  I  hope 
some  measures  have  been  decided  upon  to  stop  their  pro¬ 
gress,  in  undoing  all  the  good  which  would  have  vaulted  from, 
tjic  honourable  erertiona  and  aacrifcea  of  the  Britiah  nation . 
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«  1  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  facility  with  which  ves¬ 
sels  arc  fitted  out  in  the  port  of  Charlestown.  I  understand 
the  utmost  activity  is  going  on  in  that  port,  in  equipping 
vessels,  fully  manned  and  armed.  All  the  papers  of  vessels 
from  thence  arc  vouched  by  a  person  who  calls  himself  Carlos 
Mulvey,  Spanish  consul.  At  Tcnerific,  the  American  consul, 
Mr.  Armstrong,  gives  every  facility  to  the  covering  Ameri¬ 
can  property,  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Thomas  Armstrong,  and 
Mr.  Madden. 

“  I  have  been  credibly  informed,  that  a  set  of  papers  are 
furnished  for  a  thousand  dollars,  and  that  it  is  notorious  to 
every  merchant  in  Tenc rifle.  It  would  afford  me  consider¬ 
able  satisfaction  to  hear  of  some  strong  measures  being  taken 
to  counteract  this  illegal  conduct. 

“  I  doubt  not  sir,  before  this  time,  that  the  African  insti¬ 
tution  has  been  able  to  induce  government  and  the  legisla¬ 
ture  to  lake  some  active  and  decided  steps  in  favour  of  the 
African  cause;  for  until  the  traffic  of  these  ft  er  sons  is  sto/i/ied , 
it  is  in  vain  to  hofie  to  urge  them  to  industry  or  civilization, 
where  the  safety  qfjicrson  and  firo/icrty  is  so  uncertain .” 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  same  gentleman ,  dated  Senegal. 

February  23d,  1811. 

M  The  schooner  George  returned  from  Sierra  Leone  on 
the  30th  of  December,  with  intelligence  that  the  brig  Erin, 
of  Norfolk,  alias  Caiilina;  the  Mary  Ann  of  Charlestown, 
alias  Santa  Barbara;  and  the  Snake  in  the  Grass,  alias  Alu- 
vida,  were  released  by  the  vice-admiralty  courts  upon  paying 
costs  of  suit.  The  brig  Pert,  •and  ship  Maria  Dolores,  were 
condemned  as  forfeited  to  his  majesty.  The  Erin  went  to  the 
Gambia,  and  1  am  informed  has  taken  away  two  hundred  and 
fifty  unhappy  beings;  the  other  two  vessels  that  were  libera¬ 
ted  are  gone  to  leeward.  When  I  was  in  Goree,  1  was  indu¬ 
ced  to  liberate  a  schooner  tinder  Spanish  colours,  but  with 
an  American  Spanish  supercargo  on  board,  she  has  taken 
away  from  the  Gambia,  two  hundred  and  thirty  slaves.  Two 
other  Americans,  under  Spanish  colours,  have  since  Novem¬ 
ber,  left  the  Gambia,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  slaves. 

“  In  all  probability  other  vessels  will  be  equally  successful, 
as,  unfortunately,  the  wars  excited  in  the  upper  part  of  that 
river,  afford  the  means  of  furnishing  them  with  slaves  in 
abundance. 

*•  I  am  convinced  you  will  join  me  in  lamenting  the  insuffi¬ 
ciency  of  my  authority  to  check  this  dreadful  evil.  I  wait  with 
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considerable  impatience  for  your  next  letters,  which  I  hope 
will  inform  me  of  something  having  been  done  to  check  the 
alarming  increase  of  slave  dealing  on  this  part  of  the  coast.” 


Cuse  of  the  Schooner  Etfieranza,  Jeronimo  Jiicenti ,  matter, 

tried  in  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  of  Sierra  Leone .  It/  May. 

18  IQ. 

This  Schooner  was  built  in  Virginia,  and  was  called  the 
Fair  Trader.  She  became  in  1809  the  property  of  Jacob 
Ogden,  jun.  and  John  B.  Frazier,  of  Boston,  or  New  York, 
who  in  November  1809  gave  the  command  of  her  to  Benja¬ 
min  Waine,  a  native  of  Boston,  and  now  living  with  his  wife 
and  family  in  Hollway  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts. 

She  was  cleared  out  from  Boston,  to  a  port,  or  ports,  in 
South  America.  On  the  15th  of  November  1809,  a  letter  of 
instructions  is  addressed  by  the  above  named  gentleman  to 
Mr.  Waine,  which  Mr.  Waine  had  carelessly  omitted  to 
leave  behind  him  at  St.  Michaels.  It  is  as  follows. 

"  Boston,  November  15th,  1809. 

“  Captain  Waine,  will  proceed  from  this  to  St.  Michaels, 
and  endeavour  to  get  his  vessel  put  under  Portuguese  colors 
if  he  can  do  it  in  safety.  He  will  obtain  permission  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Africa,  and  thence  to  the  TIavunna,  and  have  the 
vessel  consigned  by  the  Portuguese  merchant  to  Francisco 
Hernandez  of  that  place,  with  orders  to  dispose  of  the  cargo, 
and  account  with  Jacob  Ogden,  jun.  or  John  B.  Frazier  for 
the  neat  proceeds.  Cuptain  Waine,  will  also  receive  powers 
from  his  merchant  to  sell  the  vessel  in  Havanna  if  he  chooses, 
or  to  proceed  from  thence  elsewhere.  The  merchant  in  St. 
Michaels  should  be  induced  to  write  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
send  the  necessary  information  that  we  may  make  insurance 
in  this  place.  If  Captain  Waine  should  find  his  expenses  ex¬ 
ceed  in  amount  the  cash  which  he  has  with  him  he  will  draw 
on  J.  B.  Frazier  and  John  Ogden,  jun.  and  his  bills  shall  be 
duly  honored.  Captain  Waine  will  see  that  the  proper  do¬ 
cuments  are  forwarded  to  us  to  cancel  our  bonds.  If  ho 
should  not  be  able  to  accomplish  his  business  in  St.  Michaels, 
as  it  should  be,  he  will  then  proceed  to  Tencriffe,  and  if  Mr. 
William  Stocker  is  still  there  he  will  deliver  the  letter  to 
him,  and  receive  his  advice  In  all  his  transactions  in  that 
place;  but  if  he  should  have  left  before  the  arrival  of  the 
schooner,  he  will  present  the  letter  which  is  directed  to 
Messrs.  Mndin  Brothers,  and  explain  to  them  verbally  the 
precise  situation  of  the  business,  and  destroy  the  letter  to 
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Stocker  immediately :  always  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  necessary 
to  send  us  the  proper  information  to  enable  us  to  make  insu¬ 
rance.  Before  the  transfer  is  made  it  will  be  well  to  see  if 
the  present  captain,  and  his  two  mates,  will  be  allowed  to  go 
in  her.  The  men  should  be  induced  to  go  if  possible,  even  if 
it  were  necessary  to  increase  their  wages  considerably.  The 
second  mate  may  be  allowed  exclusive  of  his  wages  one  of 
the  cargo  on  the  safe  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  the  Havanna.  It 
has  been  agreed  that  the  first  mate  should  have  two,  and  if  the 
cargo  should  amount  to  175  on  arrival  in  Havanna  he  is  to 
have  three.  Yourself  to  receive  5  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of 
sales  in  Havanna.  It  is  an  object  to  get  a  peaceable  young 
man  for  your  captain  to  carry  the  papers. 

Before  you  undertake  to  transfer  the  vessel,  you  will  sec 
your  way  clear,  and  ascertain  whether  any  difficulties  will 
be  likely  to  arise  in  course  of  your  business  that  arc  insur¬ 
mountable.  On  your  arrival  at  St.  Michaels  you  will  pretend 
you  are  after  supplies  of  poultry  and  wine,  and  as  soon  as 
possible  do  you  explain  your  wishes  to  your  merchant,  and 
state  to  him  the  whole  design  of  the  voyage.  Request  him  to 
forward  to  us  a  letter,  directed  to  Hernandez,  directing  him 
to  take  charge  of  vessel  and  cargo  on  her  arrival  in  Havanna. 
You  will  endeavour  to  have  the  complete  arrangement  of  the 
expedition  placed  in  your  hands.  The  Portuguese  captain 
should  be  made  to  understand  that  he  must  leave  all  to  you. 
You  had  better  get  sufficient  powers  from  your  new  owner  to 
place  the  expedition  altogether  under  your  control.  If  you 
find  you  cannot  do  your  business  to  your  satisfaction,  you  may 
advise  with  your  friend  about  touching  at  Fayal,  where  vessels’ 
papers  have  frequently  been  changed  with  the  greatest  facility; 
being  careful  always  who  you  get  to  cover  the  property.  If  you 
think  it  best  to  go  there  you  arc  at  liberty  to  do  it.  It  will  be 
a  great  object  to  get  your  papers  without  unloading;  but  you 
must  get  the  proper  documents  to  send  us  to  cancel  our 
bonds.  Act  in  all  cases  fully,  and  endeavour  to  foresee  the 
difficulties  you  will  have  to  encounter.  Do  not  let  the  Ameri¬ 
can  consul  suspect  that  you  were  originally  designed  for  the 
voyage  which  you  will  probably  undertake  from  one  of  thr 
western  islands.  Jhc  vessel  must  carry  her  cargo  to  Havan¬ 
na,  she  is  not  at  liberty  to  carry  it  any  where  else;  and  if  it 
should  so  happen  the  vessel  could  not  be  cleared  from  a  Por¬ 
tuguese  port  to  carry  her  return  cargo  to  Havanna,  you  will 
proceed  to  Tennerifle,  and  present  the  letters  which  we  gave 
you,  and  finish  our  business  there." 

Accordingly  Mr.  Wainc  proceeded  to  St.  Michaels,  where 
with  the  help  of  Messrs.  Ivens  and  Burnett,  merchants  there, 
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lie  has  the  vessel  transferred  to  one  Jeronimo  Bicenti,  who 
lends  his  son  of  the  same  name  as  a  captain  at  forty  dollars 
a  month,  Mr.  Wnine  being  converted  into  a  supercargo.  The 
new  owner  signs  a  letter  of  instructions,  which  is  written  by 
Ivens  and  Burnett,  in  which  Mr.  VVaine  is  directed  to  remit 
the  proceeds,  meaning,  as  clearly  appears  from  other  papers, 
the  price  of  his  and  his  son’s  services  to  William  S.  Burnett, 
Esq.  No.  78,  Queen  Street, Cbcapsidc,  London, or  to  hand  them 
to  Mr.  Jacob  Barker  of  New  York  who  is  to  pass  them  to  the 
credit  of  Messrs.  Hucklin  and  Auglin  of  St.  Michaels.  A 
letter  was  found  on  board  from  John  Stoughton  of  Boston, 
dated  November  14th  1809,  to  Bernard  Cologan,  esq.  Tene- 
riff,  recommending  Mr.  Wuinc  us  brother  to  a  deserving 
gentleman,  and  an  enterprising  young  man. 

Notwithstanding  all  this  evidence,  Benjamin  Wainc  deposes 
that  Jeronimo  Bicenti  was  sole  owner  of  the  said  schooner, 
and  that  the  slaves  on  board  were  to  be  sold,  for  the  real  ac¬ 
count,  risk,  and  benefit  of  the  said  Bicenti.  He  takes  upon 
himself  to  swear,  that  he  believes  that  at  the  lime  of  lading 
the  said  slaves,  and  at  the  present  time,  and  also  if  the  said 
slaves  are  unladen  at  the  destined  port,  they  did,  do,  and  will 
belong  to  the  said  Bicenti,  und  no  other. 

James  Usher,  chief  mate,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  is  a 
freeman  of  the  town  of  Bristol  in  that  state,  is  married.  His 
wife  and  family  live  in  Bristol.  The  vessel  carried  rum, 
tobacco,  and  lumber,  from  Boston  to  St.  Michaels,  where  she 
was  sold  to  a  Portuguese,  and  took  in  dry  goods,  beads,  arras, 
and  slave  irons,  which  were  exchanged  for  Negroes.  Ninely 
three  slaves,  some  rum  and  tobacco,  are  now  on  board.  Can- 
not  swear  that  the  sale  at  St.  Michaels  was  real. 

Besides  the  above  persons  the  following  Americana  wero 
on  board} 


James  Hington,  sccend  mate, 
Jcppth&h  Trip, 

Charles  Willis, 

Thomas  Thompson 
Obed  B.  Hussey,  L  Seamen. 
Richard  Williams, 

Charles  Grace,  and 
Jeremiah  Vail, 

John  Brown,  cook,  and 
Thomas  W.  Tapley,  boy, 
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Cate  of  the  schooner  Diana ,  James  Berthe ,  master ,  tried  in 
the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  of  Sierra  Leone,  1 9th  Se/itember, 
1810. 

This  vessel  had  sailed  from  thb  island  of  St.  Bartholomew 
to  the  coast  of  Africa  for  slaves;  the  ostensible  owner  a  Mr. 
Tourainc  of  St.  Bartholomews.  The  supercargo,  William 
Bane,  states  himself  to  be  a  native  of  New  Orleans.  James 
Berthe,  the  master,  states  himself  to  have  been  l>orn  in  Balti¬ 
more,  and  to  be  a  burgher  of  St.  Bartholomews.  Besides 
these  there  were  on  board,  of  Americans, 

Henry  Northan,  of  Philadelphia,  aged  34  years. 
William  Datcn,  of  Rhode  Island,  aged  23  years. 

Peter  Louis,  of  Baltimore,  aged  26  years. 


Case  of  the  brig1  Saragozann,  Juan  Aorbcts  Dolz,  master ,  tried 
in  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court  of  Sierra  J.eone ,  on  the  12 th 
June,  1810. 

This  vessel  was  built  in  America,  and  sold  ut  the  Havanna, 
to  the  captain  who  calls  himself  a  Spaniard,  but  appears  bIbo 
to  have  been  an  American  citiz.cn.  Sailed  from  the  Ilavanna  in 
November  1809,  and  was  taken  with  116  slaves  on  board  in 
the  river  Sherbro  in  June  1810.  The  surgeon  was  Lorain 
Needham  Rees,  an  Englishman  by  birth,  but  a  citiz.cn  of 
America,  where  he  is  settled.  He  is  married,  and  his  resi¬ 
dence  is  at  Christchurch  near  Charlestown,  South  Carolina. 

Adam  Rees,  cooper,  was  born  at  Baltimore;  besides  whom 
there  were  on  board  the  following  Americans. 

Chrisioval  Miller, 

Richard  Stevens, 

Nathaniel  Ilodkcins, 

Samuel  Adams, 

James  Brown, 

Juan  Day, 

Diego  Drury. 

C'e*e  qf  the  Mariana ,  Juan  Semanctt ,  master ,  tried  in  the  Vice- 
Admiralty  Court  of  Sierra  Leone,  Afiril  25 th,  IB  10. 

This  vessel,  a  schooner  sailed  from  the  Havanna  to  Bris¬ 
tol  in  Rhode  Island,  with  a  cargo  of  molasses;  at  Bristol,  she 
took  in  a  cargo  of  rum,  tobacco,  cloth,  and  provision  for 
Africa,  which  were  exchanged  for  slaves  on  that  coast  in 
January,  February,  and  March  1810.  On  the  23d  April  she 
was  taken,  and  brought  to  Sierra  Leone. 
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Thomas  M.  Moore  supercargo  of  this  schooner,  was  born 
at  Bristol  in  Rhode  Island,  is  married,  his  wife  and  two  chil¬ 
dren  live  at  Bristol,  the  place  of  his  own  residence.  Mr.  Royal 
Diaman  of  Bristol,  Rhode  Island,  was  the  agent  of  the  owners, 
the  widow  Pocy  and  Francis  Hernandez  of  the  Havanna.  The 
voyage  commenced  at  Bristol,  and  was  to  have  ended  at  the 
Havanna.  The  Spanish  papers  appear  to  have  been  procured 
from  the  Spanish  consul  at  Boston,  Juan  Stoughton,  who 
States  the  vessel  to  be  bound  to  Africa,  and  thence  to  the 
Havanna. 

John  Sandford,  n  mariner,  was  l>orn  in  the  state  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  The  irons  for  confining  the  slaves  were  taken  on 
board  at  Rhode  Island. 

Squire  Woodcnsay, mariner, born  in  Massachusetts,^  mar¬ 
ried.  His  wife  and  family  live  in  that  place. 

Besides  the  above  there  were  on  board  the  schooner, 

Juan  Siriaco,  a  native  of  Bristol. 

Robert  Beet,  a  native  of  Salem. 

Juan  Perez,  a  native  of  Baltimore. 


Caae  of  the  achooner  Doria ,  Rartolcmi  Marcelinc  Mettrc ,  wo«* 
frr,  tried  in  the  Vice -Admiralty  Court  of  Sierra  Leone ,  7th 
March ,  1810. 

Tms  vessel,  alleged  to  be  the  property  of  Guillermo  M. 
Scott  of  Amelia  Island,  was  cleared  out  from  Charlestown,  for 
South  America,  in  November  1809;  whence  she  sailed  to  the 
coast  of  Africa,  under  the  entire  direction  and  management  of 
Zebulon  Miller  the  supercargo,  and  had  on  board  when 
taken  fifty-seven  slaves. 

The  muster  is  a  native  of  St.  Augustin,  but  has  lived  in 
Charlestown — says  the  cargo  outward  was  all  put  on  board 
from  the  wharfs  at  Charlestown. 

Zebulon  Miller,  supercargo  and  chief  mate,  was  l  orn  in 
Connecticut,  lives  now  in  Charlestown,  was  to  have  a  com¬ 
mission  of  5  per  cent,  on  sales  from  Guillermo  Scott  the  sole 
owner;  the  whole  management  of  the  trade  in  his  hands. 

James  or  Isaac  Murphy,  cook,  was  born  in  Portsmouth, 
Virginia,  but  has  lived  in  Charlestown  for  eleven  years,  where 
his  wife  and  family  reside;  is  a  freeman  of  Portsmouth.  He 
states  the  name  of  the  master  to  be  Miller.  There  is  another 
person  on  board  by  name  Mestrc,  who  is  called  the  captain; 
but  never  does  any  duty,  or  gives  orders  as  such,  except  when 
the  schooner  was  boarded  by  a  vessel  of  war.  Believes  the 
said  master  to  have  been  appointed  by  a  Mr.  Everingham  of 
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Charlestown,  who  is  the  sole  owner  of  the  captured  schooner, 

Mr.  Everingham  was  generally  known  to  be  the  owner  of 
the  schooner}  he  resides  with  hi*  wife  and  family  in  Charles* 
town.  Deponent  does  not  believe  any  other  person  tjian  Ever- 
ingham  has  any  interest  in  vessel  or  cargo;  and  had  she  not 
been  captured  she  would  have  gone  to  Amelia  Island  to  have 
disposed  of  her  slaves  for  specie. 

John  Welch,  cooper,  (surety,  Charles  Fitzsimmonds, 
Charlestown)  was  born  in  New  York  and  has  lived  in  Albany 
and  New  York.  He  deposes  that  the  masters  name  is  Miller: 
knows  not  the  owner. 

Besides  these  persons  there  were  on  board,  of  Americans, 

William  Colburn,  second  mate, 

William  Drake,  seaman,  surety  J.  A.  Betkcr,  Charlestown, 

James  White,  do.  do. 

Richard  Caldwell,  do.  John  Woodman,  do. 

John  Johnson,  do.  J.  A.  Bctkcr,  do. 

Francis  Savier,  do.  Alexander  Culder,  do. 


Case  of  the  schooner  Emfirendadcra ,  Nicholas  Junyuirn ,  master , 

tried  in  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  of  Sierra  Leone,  18 th 

October,  1810. 

This  vessel,  alleged  to  be  the  property  of  Joachim  Madan, 
Nephew  and  Sons,  of  the  Havanna,  cleared  out  from  Charles- 
town,  South  Carolina,  in  June  1810  for  the  coast  of  Africa, 
with  a  cargo  taken  on  board  there  consisting  of  gunpowder, 
dry  goods,  tobacco,  rum,  gin,  &c.  to  be  bartered  for  slaves  on 
the  coast  of  Africa;  and  was  detained  by  the  British  frigate  the 
Crocodile  on  the  8th  October,  1811. 

Thomas  Windsor,  chief  mate,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  has 
lived  in  Charlestown  for  the  last  seven  years;  is  a  freeman  of 
that  town,  and  his  wife  and  children  live  there:  says  that  in 
the  Spanish  service  the  captain  is  only  nominal,  ihe  first 
mate  has  all  the  charge. 

A  passenger  of  the  name  or  Richard  Crawford,  an  Ameri¬ 
can,  was  on  board,  and  was  landed  at  the  Plantanes  on  the 
coast  of  Africa. 

Rodolph  Manly,  seaman,  was  born  in  St.  Marys  county  in 
the  slate  of  Maryland;  is  a  freeman  of  Baltimore. 


Case  of  the  brig  Dos  A  micas,  taken  7  th  October  1810,  tried  in 
the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  qf  Sierra  Leone ,  23 d  October  1810. 

William  Richmond,  acting  master  and  supercargo,  (the 
master  Bias  O’Kelly,  haying  died  October  4th  1810,)  stated 
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that  he  was  born  in  Bristol,  Rhode  Island;  is  a  freeholder  of 
Bristol,  where  his  wife  and  family  reside;  that  the  crew  were 
all  Americans,  and  cantc  on  board  at  Bristol,  April  2d  1810; 
that  he  knew  the  schooner  first  in  Newport,  she  was  formerly 
called  the  George;  she  belonged  then  to  the  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany  to  whom  she  had  been  abandoned;  that  Mr.  Joseph  Smith, 
of  Rhode  Island,  bought  her  of  this  company,  and  sent  her  to 
the  Havanna,  with  a  cargo  of  Lumber;  where  she  was  sold  to 
Mr.  Francis  Hernandez  the  present  owner;  that  she  sailed 
from  the  Havanna,  to  Bristol  in  Rhode  Island;  with  molasses 
and  9ugar;  that  she  there  took  in  rum,  tobacco,  and  some  pro¬ 
visions  which  were  hoisted  in  from  the  wharf  at  Bristol,  and 
which  were  disposed  of  at  the  Galinas,  on  the  coast  of  Africa 
lor  slaves. 

John  Jennctt,  cooper,  of  the  said  brig,  was  born  in  Wilming¬ 
ton,  near  Philadelphia,  has  lived  there  all  his  life,  has  a  vote 
at  Wilmington,  for  Ncw-Castlc.  II<?  agrees  in  his  evidence 
with  Richmond. 

John  Williamson,  seaman,  was  born  in  Wickford,  Rhode 
Island;  where  he  has  lived  all  his  life;  heard  live  brig  was 
formerly  called  the  Two  Friends.  Agrees  in  his  evidence  with 
Richmond. 

James  Higgins,  seaman,  wa9  born  in  Bath,  in  the  state  of 
Massachusetts,  and  lives  there  now. 


Ca.tr  of  the  brig  Carlotta  Teresa ,  Thomas  Basques,  master , 
tried  in  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court  of  the  Bahama  Islands , 
Afiril  1811. 

On  the  3d  of  April  1810,  this  vessel  sailed  from  the  port 
of  Norfolk  in  America,  bound  on  a  voyage  to  the  coast  of 
Africa,  fora  cargoof  slaves;  with  which  she  was  to  return  to  the 
Havanna.  Mr.  Zacchcus  Atkins  was  the  supercargo,  and  was 
charged  with  the  purchase  of  the  Negroes.  On  the  4th  of 
December,  this  brig  arrived  at  Loango,  and  there  took  on 
board  279  slaves;  with  which  she  sailed  on  the  5th  of  February, 
1811,  for  the  Havanna.  On  the  27th  day  of  March,  she  was 
detained  by  his  Britannic  majesty’s  brig  V ariable,  and  brought 
into  New  Providence,  for  adjudication. 

Among  the  crew  were  the  following  natives  of  America; 
viz. 

Zacchcus  Atkins,  first  mate,  and  supercargo,  a  native  of 
Massachuletts, 

Roy  Booth,  second  mate,  a  native  of  Virginia, 

Caleb  M.  Grozer,  third  mate,  a  native  of  Boston, 
SanliBgo  Archer,  cooper,  a  native  of  New  York, 
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Wm.  D.  Pendleton,  mariner,  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
John  Class,  mariner,  a  native  of  Boston, 

Cornelius  Lombard,  mariner,  a  native  of  Boston, 
Santiago  Clurk,  mariner,  a  nativo  of  Baltimore, 

William  Taverner,  mariner,  a  native  of  Baltimore, 
Wutson  Harris,  mariner,  a  native  of  Virginia, 

Harry  Atkins,  boy,  an  American  negro. 

These  people,  were  shipped  on  board  the  Carlotta  Teresa, 
at  Norfolk;  to  which  port,  she  had  brought  from  the  Havanna, 
a  cargo,  consisting  of  molasses,  logwood,  and  rum,  consigned 
to  Mr.  John  Faun,  of  that  place.  Having  unloaded  this  cargo, 
and  undergone  considerable  repairs,  and  alterations,  being 
turned  from  a  schooner  into  a  brig,  she  took  on  board  a  cargo, 
which  the  invoice  states  to  have  been  shipped  by  Thomas 
Armstead,  by  the  order  of.  John  H.  Fawn,  for  Africa;  consist¬ 
ing  of  East  India  cloth,  and  a  variety  of  other  urticlcs,  amount¬ 
ing  to  g  13,859  45,  the  whole  consigned  to  Z.  Atkins.  The 
invoice  is  dated  Norfolk,  August,  30  1810. 

The  Spanish  consul  at  Norfolk,  Antonio  Angote  Villalobas, 
appears  to  have  been  active  in  granting  every  facility  for  the 
equipment  of  this  vessel,  knowing  as  appears  from  various 
documents  signed  by  him;  that  her  destination  was  to  the 
coast  of  Africa,  for  a  cargo  of  slaves. 

The  alleged  owner  of  the  ship  and  cargo  in  this  adventure; 
is  Francisco  Antonio  de  Comas,  of  the  Havanna.  There  seems 
great  reason  however  to  believe,  that  he  is  not  the  real  owner; 
but  that  Atkins  the  supercargo,  Mr.  Fawn  of  Norfolk,  and 
Thomas  Martin  and  Co.  of  Charlestown  have  a  concern  in  it. 
The  whole  of  the  instructions  show  that  Basques,  was  only 
nominally  captain,  his  appointment  being  intended  as  a  blind. 

The  whole  of  the  depositions  which  were  taken,  concur  in 
stating  that  there  was  an  American  flag  on  board;  and  the 
captain  admits  that  the  crew  were  all  Americans,  except 
himself,  and  the  boatswain,  cook,  and  carpenter. 

Atkins,  the  supercargo,  states  himself  to  have  been  born 
in  Massachusetts,  but  to  have  lived  some  time  at  New  Or¬ 
leans.  He  was  to  receive  10  per  cent,  as  a  commission,  on  the 
sale  of  the  negroes. 

Grozer,  states  himself  to  be  a  married  man,  and  to  have  a 
family  at  Massachusetts. 

W.  D.  Pendleton,  states  himself  to  have  been  born  in  New 
London,  Connecticut,  but  that  he  now  resides  in  Ncw-York, 
having  a  wife  and  family  there.  He  further  states,  that  Mr. 
Atkins  was  part  owner  of  the  brig  when  taken,  together  with 
a  merchant  in  Norfolk,  whose  name  he  does  not  recollect; 
grounds  this  on  Atkina  own  statement;  that  Mr.  Atkins  ship- 
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ped  part  of  the  goods,  and  the  merchant  before  mentioned 
the  other  part;  and  that  he  understood  from  Mr.  Atkins,  and 
believes  that  the  slaves  purchased  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
were  for  the  real  account,  risk,  and  benefit  of  Atkins,  and  tho 
said  merchant. 

Leigh  Roy  Booth,  second  mate,  was  bom  in  Virginia,  but 
has  lived  at  Boston,  for  eleven  years.  He  deposes  that  when 
he  first  knew  the  brij*,  which  was  more  than  two  years  ago, 
in  Hampton  koads,  Virginia;  she  was  called  the  Sally  Barker, 
and  believes  she  was  built  in  Massachusetts;  that  she  went  to 
the  Havanna,  and  was  there  sold;  that  she  afterwards  went 
from  the  Havanna  to  Norfolk,  and  thence  to  Loango,  whence 
she  carried  a  cargo  of  slaves  to  the  Havanna,  that  Peter 
Francisco  Fitzpatrick,  was  then  master  of  her;  that  being  re¬ 
fitted  she  went  on  another  voyage  to  Africa,  and  returned 
with  slaves  to  the  Havanna;  that  from  the  Havanna  she  went 
to  Norfolk,  where  the  present  voyage  commence*'  .iiatshe 
was  under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  Goram  and  Cornez,  and  at 
Norfolk,  of  Mr.  Fawn  and  Mr.  Armstead;  that  Mr.  Atkins 
the  supercargo,  was  in  fact  the  captain  also. 

James  Clark,  a  native  of  New  York,  resides  at  Baltimore, 
where  he  has  a  wife  and  one  child.  He  believes  that  captain 
Atkins  was  the  owner  of  the  brig  and  cargo;  understood  so  at 
Norfolk.  On  board  the  brig,  Atkins  spoke  of  the  property  as 
his. 

Case  nf  the  Brig  El  Mrevido ,  Ponce  de  Leone,  Master ,  tried 

in  the  Vice-Sfdmiralty  Court  of  the  Bahamas ,  Ji/irit  13/A, 

1811. 

Thk  vessel  had  been  an  American  vessel,  named  the  Caro¬ 
lina,  owned  by  William  Broudfoot,  a  merchant  in  Charlestown. 
She  was  sent  from  Charlestown,  to  St.  Marys  river,  for  tho 
purpose  of  receiving  Spunish  papers,  and  a  bill  of  sale  was 
executed  by  Broadfoot,  bearing  date  at  Amcliu  Island,  on  the 
1 7th  June,  1810,  for  the  nominal  sum  of  6000  dollars,  to 
Ctcorgc  Atkinson,  of  Amelia  Island,  who  appears  to  be  an 
American  subject.  The  sale  however,  appears  to  have  been 
clearly  fictitious.  On  the  20th  of  July,  the  vessel  sailed  for 
Africa,  and  having  taken  on  board  two  hundred  and  nineteen 
slaves,  sailed  for  Amelia  Island;  and  on  the  1 5th  of  March, 
was  taken  off  that  Island  by  his  Britannic  majesty's  brig 
Colibri,  captain  Thompson. 

A  great  many  papers  were  produced,  some  signed  Enrique 
White,  governor  of  St.  Augustin,  and  some  by  Joze  de  Zube- 
zenata,  secretary  of  government,  and  multiplying  certificates 


Thirteenth  Convention/521 


46 

of  the  sale  of  this  vessel  by  Broadfoot  to  Atkinson,  on  the  10th 
of  June  1810;  and  of  the  Spanish  citizenship  of  Atkins.  These 
certificates  however  betray  some  ground  of  suspicion.  One 
deponent  called  Fernando  de  la  Maxe  Arridondo,  swears,  at 
St.  Augustin,  before  the  secretary  of  the  government,  on  the 
5th  of  July,  1810,  “  that  he  has  heard  the  arrival  of  the  ves¬ 
sel  which  forms  the  subject  of  these  proceedings  was  expect¬ 
ed,  the  said  George  Atkinson  having  acquired  the  property 
thereof;  that  he  never  understood  any  thing  to  the  contrary’, 
nor  that  any  foreigner  is  cither  directly,  or  indirectly  concern¬ 
ed  therein.”  Other  depositions  are  equally  vague. 

The  muster  roll  contains  among  others  the  following 


names. 

Second  mate,  Jonathan  Bruce,  American, 

Mariner,  Zcs.  Wragg,  ditto, 

Do.  A.  Hays,  ditto, 

Carpenter,  Joseph  Goyer,  ditto, 

Mariner,  Richard  Watson,  ditto, 


The  outward  cargo  appears  to  have  been  laden  by  the  orders 
of  George  Atkinson.  His  instructions  to  the  nominal 
are  dated  Amelia  Island,  July  18,  1810,  and  contain  no  orders 
as  to  the  sale  of  the  cargo;  but  merely,  “  upon  your  arrival  on 
the  coast,  you  will  receive  the  necessary  instructions”  (it  docs 
not  say  from  whom)  “  relative  to  the  purchase  of  negroes.” 

The  following  letter  was  found  on  board  without  any  ad¬ 
dress. 

"  Deah  Sir,  Charlestown,  lOili  July,  1810.” 

“  I  have  got  a  number  of  slaves  goods ,  due  me  in  the  river 
Congo,  say  thirty  from  Mafuka  Tom.  Twenty  from  Prince 
Mafitta,  and  about  twenty  from  Mufouka  Youmba.  I  do  here¬ 
by  agree,  and  bind  myself,  that  if  you  will  go  out  by  some  con - 
veyance ,  and  collect  the  above  debts,  and  ship  the  amount  by 
some  good  opportunity,  cither  to  England,  any  part  of  the 
United  States,  or  to  Havanna,  in  ivory,  gold  dust,  or  wood,  to 
allow  you  one  half  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  amount  so  col¬ 
lected.  Wishing  you  a  pleasant  time,  !  remain,  dear  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  BROADFOOT. 

Adam  Hays,  seaman  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  is  an  Ame¬ 
rican  subject,  believes  the  property  to  he  Mr.  Atkinson's,  who. 
he  was  told  was  a  merchant  and  planter  in  Amelia  Island. 
Knows  not  what  country  he  is  of. 

Joseph  Wragg,  seaman,  was  born  in  Georgia,  has  lived  in 
Charlestown  about  nine  years.  Agrfees  with  Hays  in  his  evi¬ 
dence. 
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Leon  de  Ponce,  master,  believes  the  vessel  and  cargo  to  be 
the  property  of  George  Atkinson,  who  resides  on  St.  John’s 
in  East  Florida;  that  a  bill  of  sale  was  executed  to  him  by 
William  Broadfoot,  in  June  1810,  but  he  thought  one  of  the 
witnesses,  to  the  bill  of  sale  saw  no  consideration  money  paid 
for  the  said  ship.  The  vessel  before  this  sale  was  called  the 
Carolina. 

Joseph  Goyer,  was  born  in  Boston,  has  lived  for  the  last 
fonrteen  years  in  Charlestown.  Agrees  with  Adam  Hayes. 

Jonathan  Bruce,  second  mate,  was  bom  in  Boston,  where 
he  now  lives.  Agrees  in  his  deposition  with  Adam  lluycs. 

Samuel  B.  Robinson,  a  passenger,  was  born  in  Nottingham¬ 
shire,  in  England;  has  lived  in  England,  except  the  last  fifteen 
months,  six  of  which  he  passed  in  Amelia  Island,  and  the 
remaining  eight  at  sea  on  board  the  said  brig;  considers 
Liverpool  ns  his  place  of  residence.  States  himself  to  be  a 
merchant;  that  his  object  in  going  to  Africa  was  to  collect 
outstanding  debts  due  to  a  merchant  in  Charlestown. 

This  Robinson,  was  afterwards  fully  proved  to  have  !>ecn 
a  surgeon. 


Case  of  the  brig  Lucia ,  Scarnclia  master,  tried  in  the  Vice 
Admiralty  court  rf  Sierra  Leone,  jifn-il  1810, 

This  vessel  sailed  from  Charleston  in  South  Carolina,  os¬ 
tensibly  bound  to  the  Havanna  in  July  or  August  1809.  The 
real  purpose  of  the  voyage  was  to  go  to  Madeira,  there  pro- 
cure  Portuguese  papers,  and  proceed  thence  to  the  coast 
of  Africa  for  slaves  to  be  carried  for  sale  to  the  Havanna. 
Being  unable  to  reach  that  island,  the  vessel  went  into  Grand 
Canary.  Here  the  owners  Freeman  Wing,  and  Archibald  Mac 
Williams,  transfer  the  vessel,  and  cargo  to  one  Don  Joseph 
Navando,  by  a  bill  of  sale,  the  price  being  to  be  paid  at  the 
Havanna.  These  two  persons  continue  on  board;  also  the 
American  crew,  to  whom  four  Spaniards  are  added. 

Thomas  Boston,  a  seaman,  born  in  Nantucket,  has  a  wife 
living  in  Charlestown,  which  is  the  place  of  his  abode,  depo¬ 
ses  that  the  Lucia  was  the  Albert  of  Charlestown,  until  her 
name  was  changed  at  Grand  Canary;  that  she  continued 
before,  and  after  this  change,  under  the  direction  of  Free¬ 
man  Wing  the  supercargo.  He  believes  in  his  conscience 
that  no  sale  was  really  mndc,  but  that  the  property  is  now  as  at 
first,  vested  in  the  said  Wing  and  Mr.  Mac  Williams. 

Both  Wing  and  Mac  Williams  admit  themselves  to  have 
been  owners  of  the  brig  previous  to  the  sale,  at  Grand  Canary. 
Wing  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  lives  at  Charlestown,  where 
he  has  a  wife. 
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The  vessel  was  taken  the  24th  of  March  1810.  with  129 
slaves  on  hoard. 

John  Higgs,  a  seaman,  resides  chiefly  at  Rhode  Island. 

Thomas  James  Bolton,  a  passenger,  was  bom  in  Massachu¬ 
setts,  has  lived  of  late  on  the  coast  of  Africa  as  a  slave  trader. 

Henry  Wing  assisted  in  getting  irons  and  handcufFs  on 
board  at  Charleston.  In  consequence  of  this  it  had  become 
plain  that  the  vessel  was  going  for  slaves;  seamen  therefore 
could  not  be  got,  owing  to  their  dislike  to  this  voyage,  until 
double  wages  were  given.  He  believes  Freeman  Wing  to 
be  owner  of  brig  and  cargo. 


Cane  qf  the  Arrogancia  Castillauo ,  Jose  Hernandez  master , 
tried  in  the  High  Court  qf  Admiralty  at  London  in  May , 
1811. 

This  vessel  sailed  from  Bristol  in  Rhode  Island,  the  begin- 
ing  of  November  1810  with  a  cargo,  including  charges, 
amounting  to  $  1 2,5 17  10.  The  invoice  bears  date  the  31st 
October,-  at  Bristol,  Rhode  Island,  and  purports  that  the 
goods  were  put  on  board  this  vcsbcI  bound  to  Angola,  by 
Charles  D.  Wolf,  jun.  on  account  and  risk  of  Juan  Baptiste 
Ycard,  and  Francisco  Hcrmanzcr  of  the  Havanna,  and  con¬ 
signed  to  Mathias  Munroc,  mate  and  supercargo. 

This  vessel  was  an  American  vessel,  called  the  Maria  and 
Nancy,  and  was  said  to  have  been  sold  for  5,500  dollars  to  Don 
Juan  Baptiste  Yeard,  by  captain  William  York.  She  brought 
a  cargo  from  the  Havanna  to  New  York,  and  then  went  from 
Bristol,  on  her  present  voyage  to  Angola.  She  cleared  out  at 
the  customhouse  of  Bristol,  for  TcncrifTc,  with  a  cargo  of 
merchandise,  30th  October,  1810.  The  Spanish  consul,  at 
Boston,  grants  his  certificate,  dated  Boston,  1st  November, 
1810,  to  the  master,  stating  that  as  he  was  going  to  Africa  for 
new  negroes,  he  was  at  liberty  to  take  a  crew  not  Spanish. 

The  letter  of  instructions  from  J.  B.  Yeard,  to  Don  Mar- 
tias  Munro,  tells  him  to  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Angola,  where 
he  is  to  use  his  utmost  exertions  to  purchase  a  full  cargo  of 
slaves;  men,  mcn-boys,  boys  and  women,  but  no  small  girls, 
and  to  proceed  with  them  to  the  Havanna  direct.  The  cap¬ 
tain  is  ordered  to  follow  all  Munroe’s  advice,  in  this  business, 
he  not  being  at  all  acquainted  with  the  Guinea  business. 

The  boatswain,  Antonio  Constantino,  swore,  that  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  this  vessel  was  in  Charles  D.  Wolff,  jun.  and  Mat¬ 
thias  Munroc.  Ho  had  heard  thorn  lay  to. 
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MINUTES 


or 

THE  PROCEEDINGS 

OV  THK 

Fourteenth  American  Convention 

FOR  PROMOTING  THE 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY, 

AND 

IMPROVING  THE  CONDITION 

OV 

THE  AFRICAN  RACE: 

ASSEMBLED 

AT  PHILADELPHIA, 

On  the  ninth  day  of  January,  1815— On  the  eighth  day  of  January, 
1816— and  by  adjournments  until  the  twelfth  of  the  same  month, 
inclusive. 


PHILADELPHIA  .* 

PR1NTEP  BY  W.  BROWN,  CHURCH  ALLEY. 

iSJfl. 
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MINUTES 


OF 

THE  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  TICK 

Fourteenth  American  Convention 

FOR  PROMOTING  THE 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY,  $c. 


SELECT  COUNCIL  CHAMBER. 

January  9th,  1815. 

THIS  being  the  day  appointed  by  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  for  the  meeting  of  the  American  Convention 
for  promoting  the  Abolition  of  slavery,  &c.  seve¬ 
ral  members  assembled. 

James  Milnor  was  appointed  Chairman,  and 
Benjamin  Williams  Secretary. 

It  appearing  that  Delegates  from  the  Pcunsylva- 
nia  Abolition  Society  only  were  present,  a  quorum 
was  not  formed. 

On  motion  Resolved,  That  the  Meeting  of  the 
American  Convention,  &c.  bo  adjourned  to  the  se¬ 
cond  Monday  in  January  4816,  and  that  the  chair¬ 
man  be  requested  to  address  letters  to  the  presiding 
officers  of  the  societies  usually  represented  in  this 
convention,  giving  them  information  of  this  result. 
And  also  that  he  address  letters  to  snch  persons  in 
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other  states  as  he  may  deem  likely  to  promote 
either  a  delegation  from  them,  or  communications 
respecting  the  state  of  our  concern  in  their  vici¬ 
nity.  Adjourned. 


Attest 


Benjamin  Williams,  Sect’?. 


SELECT  COUNCIL  CHAMBER. 

January  8 th,  1816. 

THIS  being  the  period  to  which  the  Conven¬ 
tion  adjourned  to  meet,  the  following  members  at¬ 
tended — viz. 

James  Milnor,  Benjamin  Tucker,  Joseph  M* 
Paul,  and  Roberts  Vaux. 

James  Milnor  was  appointed  Chairman  pro  tem. 
and  Roberts  Vaux  Secretary  pro  tcm. 

It  was  stated  that  representatives  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  New  York  and  Delaware  Societies, 
and  that  they  were  expected  in  Philadelphia  on  or 
before  the  9th.  inst. 

On  motion  Resolved,  That  when  the  convention 
adjourn  it  do  adjourn  to  meet  to-morrow  morning 
at  11  o’clock.  Adjourned. 

January  9,  1810. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Representatives  attended  from  Pennsylvania  and 
Delaware,  who,  not  forming  a  quorum,  adjourned 
to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o’clock. 
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January  10,  1816. 


Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  sufficient  representation  appearing  to  be  pre¬ 
sent  to  form  a  quorum  for  the  regular  transaction 
of  the  business  of  the  convention,  credentials  were 
then  produced,  in  conformity  to  which  the  follow¬ 
ing  persons  were  duly  appointed  by  their  respec¬ 
tive  societies  to  represent  them  in  this  convention, 
viz. 

Pennsylvania — Thomas  P.  Cope,  Timothy  Pax- 
son,  James  Milnor,  John  Sergeant,  Joseph  M. 
Paul,  Roberts  Vaux,  Benjamin  Tucker,  Jo¬ 
seph  11.  Jcnks,  Joseph  Lea,  and  Benjamin 
Williams. 

New  Fork — Nathan  Comstock,  Robert  C.  Cor¬ 
nell,  Joseph  Curtis,  Isaac  Hatch,  Reuben 
Leggett,  AVillet  Seaman,  Thrtmas  Tucker, 
‘William  W.  Wooden,  Isaac  >1.  Ely,  and 
James  Nelson. 

Delaware — John  Reynolds,  Cyrus  Newlin,  Joseph 
Bringlmrst,  and  Evan  Lewis. 

Of  whom  were  present,  James  Milnor,  Thomas  P. 
Cope,  Joseph  M.  Paul,  Roberts  Vaux,  Benjamin 
Tucker,  Joseph  R.  .Tenks,  from  Pennsylvania. — 
Reuben  Leggett,  Isaac  M.  Ely,  and  Thomas 
Tucker,  from  New  York.— -And  John  Reynolds, 
Cyrus  Newlin,  Joseph  Bringhurst,  and  Evan  Lew¬ 
is,  from  Delaware. 

James  Mienor  was  unanimously  chosen  Pkes». 
dent,  John  Bacon  (a  member  of  the  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Abolition  Society)  Secretary,  and  Thomas 
P.  CorE  Treasurer. 
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Reuben  Leggett,  Evan  Lewis,  and  Joseph  M. 
Paul  were  appointed  to  examine  and  settle  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  treasurer  of  the  convention. 

Such  part  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  convention 
as  it  was  thought  necessary  at  this  time  to  notice 
were  read. 

The  following  communications  from  the  Pcnnsyl- 
vania,  JNew  York,  and  Delaware  societies  were 
read,  and  referred  for  consideration  to  a  committee 
of  arrangement,  who  were  desired  to  report  to  a 
future  meeting  such  matter  as  might  appear  to  them 
necessary  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  convention. 

Thomas  Tucker,  Roberts  Vaux,  and  Evan 
Lewis  were  appointed. 

To  the  American  Convention  for  j promoting  the  Aboli¬ 
tion  of  Slavery, 

Tiie  approaching  period  for  holding  your  trien¬ 
nial  assembly  has  occasioned  a  recurrence  to  your 
last  circular  address  and  minutes  of  proceedings. 
We  well  recollect  that  the  reading  of  that  address 
in  our  quarterly  meeting  of  April  1812  had  a  pecu¬ 
liarly  animating  effect.  It  was  heard  with  mingled 
emotions  of  pain  and  pleasure.  Pain  at  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  the  magnitude  of  the  work  yet  to  be  ac¬ 
complished  and  smallness  of  the  number  of  la¬ 
bourers — Pleasure  at  the  zeal  and  activity  mani¬ 
fested  by  those  cngaecd,  Increased  by  the  hope 
that  their  earnest  and  affectionate  call  for  assis¬ 
tance  would  be  heard,  answered,  and  complied 
with. 

On  the  part  of  this  society  we  are  sorry  to  say 
much  has  not  been  done.  A  concise  summary  of 
the  little  we  have  attempted  we  now  proceed  to 
lay  before  you. 

The  memorial  to  our  state  legislature,  alluded 
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io  in  our  last  address  to  your  body,  soliciting  the 
enactment  of  a  law  more  effectually  to  punish  and 
prevent  the  practice  of  kidnapping,  was  prepared 
and  presented  by  a  committee  expressly  deputed 
to  the  scat  of  government  for  that  purpose  in  the 
spring  of  1813.  The  memorial  was  read  in  both 
houses,  and  referred  by  the  lower  to  a  committee, 
who  subsequently  reported  a  bill  drawn  by  coun¬ 
sel  of  this  society  embracing  sundry  amendments 
to  tho  existing  laws  of  Pennsylvania  relative  to  tho 
subjects  of  the  memorial.  The  bill  was  not  acted 
upon  at  that  time,  nor  has  it  been  taken  into  consi¬ 
deration  since. 

In  the  early  part  of  last  year  a  proposition  was 
made  in  our  state  legislature  to  create  a  distinction 
between  the  white  and  coloured  inhabitants  of  tho 
state,  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  extremely  do- 
grading  to  the  latter.  Against  this  partiality  and 
injustice  we  remonstrated  by  memorial*  The  pro¬ 
posed  alteration  of  the  criminal  code  did  not  pre¬ 
vail. 

About  the  same  time  we  addressed  congress  and 
the  executive  on  the  subject  of  the  African  slave 
trade  carried  on  by  citizens  of  the  United  States 
under  cover  of  foreign  flags;  suggesting  tho  pro¬ 
priety  of  opening  a  friendly  discussion  with  those 
governments  whose  flags  were  so  employed  in  or¬ 
der  to  coiTcct  or  prevent  such  abuses.  The  late¬ 
ness  of  the  session  when  the  memorial  was  pre¬ 
sented,  and  the  multiplicity  of  business  claiming  a 
priority  of  attention,  prevented  its  being  acted  on 
at  that  time,  and  no  suitable  opportunity  has  since 
occurred  to  press  for  the  consideration. 

Our  acting  committee  have  attended  to  the  du¬ 
ties  of  their  appointment  with  their  usual  care,  and 
have  extended  advice,  relief,  and  assistance  in  nu¬ 
merous  instances.  There  is  one  practise,  however, 
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very  prevalent  in  this  city  which  has  hitherto  baf¬ 
fled  their  exertions  to  suppress  it,  and  agaiust  which 
there  appears  to  he  no  legal  remedy.  Poor  people 
of  colour  are  enticed  by  the  artful  and  unprincipled 
to  bind  out  their  children  for  a  term  of  years — 
generally  under  the  specious  pretexts  of  relieving 
the  parents  from  a  burthen  and  providing  comfort¬ 
able  places  for  the  children,  and  sometimes  by,  the 
payment  of  a  smn  of  money.  For  a  valuable  con¬ 
sideration  an  immediate  transfer  is  made  of  tho  in¬ 
denture,  and  the  child  cannot  he  traced  to  its  new 
owner. 

The  society  being  in  possession  of  a  handsome 
lot  of  ground  in  this  city,  have  had  a  neat  two  sto¬ 
ried  brick  building  erected  thereon,  titled  up  for  n 
school  house;  and  schools  for  the  free  instruction  of 
children  of  both  sexes  .  opened  therein  <  under  the 
superintendence  of  a  hoard  of  education.  One  for 
boys,  committed  to  the  care  of  a  competent  male 
teacher  in  the  lower  room,  ami  another  for  girls, 
taught  by  a  female  in  the  upper.  Three  hundred 
and  three  children  have  partook  of  the  benefits  of 
the  institution  since  its  establishment,  and  there 
are  now  seventy  males  and  fifty  females  enjoying 
its  advantages.  These  are  small  numbers  com¬ 
pared  with  the  black  population  of  the  city,  ob¬ 
jects  of  this  charity — but  our  funds  arc  too  limited 
at  present  to  embrace  a  greater. 

While,  however,  we  regret  the  incompclcncy  of 
our  powers  to  do  more  in  this  particular,  we  re¬ 
joice  in  being  able  to  state  that  the  coloured  people 
themselves,  aware  of  the  inestimable  advantages  of 
education,  have  turned  their  own  attention  to  the 
important  subject.  Several  pay  schools  are  sup¬ 
ported  by  those  parents  able  and  willing  to  edu¬ 
cate  their  children — several  free  schools  are  esta¬ 
blished  and  maintained  by  religious  and  benevo- 
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gregations,  ami  for  the  destitute  generally — and 
many  young  inch  apply  n  part  of  their  hard  earn¬ 
ings  through  the  (lay  to  the  acquisition  of  school 
learning  in  the  long  winter  evenings.  In  addition 
to  which  the  school  long  since  established  by  Clio 
society  of  friends  is  still  maintained,  and  has  at 
present  nearly  one  hundred  scholars  enjoying  its 
benefits.  So  that  upon  the  whole  this  branch  of 
our  conecru  appears  to  be  in  a  nourishing  situa¬ 
tion. 

Although  it  is  manifest  'that  in  regard  to  some 
of  the  objects  of  our  association  a  tide  of  preju¬ 
dice,  popular  and  legislative,  sets  strong  against  ns; 
yet  in  respect  to  others,  we  arc  stemming  the  tor- 
lent,  assisted  by  a  favoring  breeze,  and  have  a  fair 
prospect  of  ultimately  reaching  the  desired  haven. 
Much  has  been  done  for  this  oppressed  race  of  hu¬ 
man  beings.  There  arc  many  well  wishers  to  the 
righteous  cause,  willing  to  do  more  at  every  suita¬ 
ble  opportunity — in  clue  time  these  shall  reap  a 
plenteous  reward  if  they  faint  not. 

We  have  appointed  Thomas  P.  Cope,  Timothy 
Paxson,  James  Milnor,  John  Sergeant.  Joseph  M. 
Paul,  Huberts  Yaux,  Benjamin  Tucker,  Joseph 
H.  Jenks,  Joseph  Lea,  and  Benjamin  Williams 
our  representatives  in  this  convention,  and  as  usudl 
annexed  a  list  of  officers. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society 
for  promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  &c. 

THOMAS  PARKER,  Vice  President. 
Attest,  Bexjamin  Williams,  Sect’y. 
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LIST  OF  OFFICERS 
or  THE 

Pennsylvania  Society  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery ,  &c.  for  the  year  1815. 


President....  Caspar  Wist  a  r,  m.  d. 


Vice  Presidents.... 


f  Thomas  Parker, 
1  Joseph  M.  Paul. 


Treasurer.. ..Thomas  Phipps. 

c.  .  ("Benjamin  Williams, 

Secretaries....  |  Auraham  L.  PenX0ck. 


Counsellors — William  Lewis,  William  Rawlc, 
John  Hallovvell,  John  Sergeant,  William  L. 
Delany,  George  Vaux,  Peter  A.  Browne, 
(Philadelphia);  Abraham  Chapmam,  (Bucks); 
John  Ross,  (Northumberland);  Charles  Smith, 
(Lancaster);  George  Fisher,  (Dauphin). 

£lecting  Committee — William  Master,  Thomas 

as,  Gilbert  Gaw,  Benjamin  H.  Yamall, 
am  L.  Pcnnock,  Joseph  Parker,  Wil¬ 
liam  Wayne,  jun.  Benjamin  Cresson,  Wil¬ 
liam  Bryant,  Isaac  Smedlcy,  Philip  Price,  jun. 
Joseph  Walton. 

Board  of  Education — Joseph  Clark,  Benjamin 
Tucker,  Thomas  Phipps,  Joseph  M.  Paul, 
Abraham  L.  Pcnnock,  Joseph  Walton,  Wil¬ 
liam  Wayne,  jun.  Charles  (3.  French,  Philip 
Price,  jun.  Joseph  Lea,  Thomas  Shipley, 
Benjamin  H.  Yamall,  Lindzcy  Nicholson. 

Committee  of  Correspondence — Timothy  Paxson, 
Thomas  P.  Cope,  Benjamin  Williams,  Na¬ 
than  Smith,  Abraham  L.  Pennock,  Roberts 
Yaux,  Jonah  Thompson. 
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To  the  Convention  of  Delegates  for  promoting  the  Abo¬ 
lition  of  Slavery ,  and  improving  the  condition  of 
the  African  race ,  to  be  assembled  at  Philadelphia , 
on  the  ninth  day  of  the  next  month : 

“Thk  New  York  Society  for  promoting  the  ma¬ 
numission  of  slaves,  and  protecting  such  of  them 
as  have  been,  or  may  be  liberated,”  feeling  a  re¬ 
newed  conviction  of  the  benefit,  which  may  re¬ 
sult  from  occasional  meetings  of  a  convention,  com¬ 
posed  of  the  different  abolition  societies;  and  be¬ 
lieving,  that  the  cause  of  justice  and  humanity  may 
be  further  promoted  by  the  exertions  of  our  bre¬ 
thren,  when  convened  from  various  parts  of  the 
union,  we  arc  induced  at  this  lime  to  address  you, 
as  our  fellow-labourers,  in  promoting  this  great 
work,  which  is  intimately  connected  with  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  millions  of  the  human  race,  who  still  con¬ 
tinue  in  a  state  deplorable  and  wretched. 

Your  circular  address  of  1812,  to  the  several 
abolition  societies,  has  been  received;  the  tenor  of 
which  is  calculated  to  encourage  not  only  the  well 
meant  endeavours  of  individuals,  but  also  of  asso¬ 
ciated  bodies,  in  their  zeal  and  efforts  towards  the 
accomplishment  of  the  important  object  of  our  in¬ 
stitutions.  This  object  is  nothing  less  than  the  to¬ 
tal  extinction  of  a  species  of  human  degradation, 
nefarious  in  its  origin,  contrary  to  every  principle 
of  humanity,  and  repugnant  to  the  purity  of  that 
religion  which  breathes  “ Glory  to  God  in  the 
highest,  and  on  earth,  pfeacc,  good  will  toward 
men.” 

Although  we  are  sensible  that  much  has  been 
done  by  individuals  as  well  as  by  legislative  inter¬ 
position,  both  in  Europe  and  America,  towards 
promoting  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  and  the 
emancipation  of  our  fellow  men  from  slavery;  yet, 
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while,  on  the  one  hand,  the  slave  trade  is  tolerated 
under  any  modification,  and;  on  the  other,  we  have 
to  contemplate  the  melancholy  fact,  that  in  our 
own  country  there  still  remain  in  bondage  more 
than  a  million  of  the  human  family,  we  must  ac¬ 
knowledge  there  is  still  much  to  he  done  ere 
these  great  evils  can  he  removed,  and  we  he  ena¬ 
bled  to  wash  our  hands  in  innocency,  and  to  re¬ 
joice  in  the  deliverance  of  so  many  unhappy  cap¬ 
tives. 

In  tracing  the  progress  of  individuals  who  have 
nobly  embarked  in  the  cause  of  benevolence,  we 
have  seen  the  wonderful  effects  of  a  steady  uniform 
perseverance.  Of  this,  we  have  a  remarkable  in¬ 
stance  in  the  exertions  of  Thomas  Clarkson,  who 
has  long  been  a  zealous  and  successful  labourer  in 
the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  and  who,  in' his 
treatise  on  the  history  of  that  subject,  has  done 
much  towards  enlightening  the  mind,  by  pourtray- 
ing  the  dreadful  consequences  of  slavery.  As  it 
is  desirable  that  we  should  use  all  justifiable  means 
to  inform  the  understanding,  as  well  as  to  soften 
the  heart,  would  not  the  distribution  of  this  work 
among  our  southern  brethren,  especially  if  it  were 
compressed  into  one  volume,  lie  productive  of  good, 
and  calculated  to  promote  the  cause  in  which  we 
nrc  engaged.  Our  benevolent  friend  Thomas 
Clarkson  and  his  coadjutors  were  very  active  in 
spreading  tracts  on  the  subject :  thereby  gradually 
paving  the  way  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  great 
object  in  which  they  finally  succeeded.  If  the  con¬ 
vention  should  think  well  of  the  measure,  some 
plan  mi^ht  be  devised  for  the  abridgment,  and  the 
circulation  of  a  large  number  of  them. 

We  cannot  hut  regret  that  the  laws  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  should  he  defective  in  any  point,  where- 
lyr  avaricious  unprincipled  men  arc  enabled  to 


Abolition  Societies/536 


13 


elude,  their  operation.  The  British  parliament 
found  their  first  act  of  abolition  deficient :  but,  by 
a  supplementary  one,  which  makes  the  Violation  of 
it  a  felony,  punishable  by  transportation,  or  im¬ 
prisonment  and  hard  labour,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  court,  the  probability  is  that  it  now  operates 
in  terrorem,  and  may  eventually  he  effectual.  If 
our  government  were  to  do  the  like,  it  might  prove 
to  be  a  co-operation  of  power  not  to  be  resisted. 
Of  the  propriety  of  addressing  congress  on  this 
subject,  also,  as  it  relates  to  domestic  slavery,  we 
leave  the  convention  to  judge. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  convention  wo 
made  an  application  to  our  legislature,  soliciting 
the  entire  abolition  of  slavery  in  this  state.  AY  e 
were  encouraged  to  hope  that  success  would  at¬ 
tend  our  exertions;  as  the  governor  bad  mention¬ 
ed  the  subject  favourably  in  his  speech  :  but,  ow¬ 
ing  to  a  concurrence  of  adverse  circumstances  in 
the  course  of  the  session,  we  were  disappointed. 
As  w'c  still,  however,  entertain  a  prospect  of  final¬ 
ly  succeeding,  we  shall  not  relax  our  exertions 
until  the  object  be  accomplished. 

The  education  of  the  children  of  the  African 
lace  continues  to  claim  our  serious  and  unremitted 
attention.  Wc  have  recently  built  a  school  house 
on  a  lot  of  ground  presented  to  the  society  by  the 
corporation  of  this  city,  which  will  accommodate 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  scholars;  with  this 
number  wc  hope  shortly  to  have  it  filled ;  and  as 
this  is  a  subject  of  primary  importance,  and  in¬ 
timately  connected  with  the  progress  of  emancipa¬ 
tion,  wc  trust  it  will  become  a  more  prevailing  con¬ 
cern  in  every  part  of  our  country. 

The  standing  committee,  on  whom  more  parti¬ 
cularly  devolves  the  active  service  of  promoting 
the  manumission  of  slaves,  and  protecting  such  of 
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them  as  have  been  liberated,  appear  to  have  becu 
vigilant  in  performing  the  duties  assigned  them. 
Since  our  last  address  to  yon,  they  have  succeed- 
ed  in  extending  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  three 
of  our  fellow  beings  the  blessings  of  freedom;  and 
they  have  now  forty  five  undecided  cases  under 
their  care. 

Although,  in  the  course  of  our  attention  to  this 
work  of  benevolence,  we  have  had  to  encounter 
many  difficulties,  which  will  always  be  the  caso 
where  avarice  and  prejudice  are  combined  to  op¬ 
pose  the  efforts  of  philanthropy  and  the  dictates 
of  religion;  yet,  while  we  are  acting  on  conscien¬ 
tious  ground,  and  feel  the  rectitude  of  our  move¬ 
ments,  we  shall  be  enabled  to  rise  superior  to  eve¬ 
ry  attempt,  whether  secret  or  open,  to  counteract 
and  oppose  this  work  of  justice  and  humanity. 
May  we,  therefore,  rely  on  that  Power  which  is 
altogether  sufficient;  and,  under  the  influence  of 
divine  aid,  faithfully  persevere  in  the  cause  which 
we  have  espoused. 

We  have  chosen  as  delegates,  to  represent  us  in 
the  noxt  convention,  the  following  persons :  name- 

ly, 

Nathan  Comstock,  Robert  C.  Cornell,  Joseph 
Cnrtis,  Isaac  Hatch,  Reuben  Leggett,  Willet  Sea¬ 
man,  Thomas  Tucker,  and  William  W.  Wooden. 


The  following  ia  a  list  of  the  officers  of  this  society  at 
the  present  time. 

President.,,. Cadwalladek  D.  Coldex. 


Treasurer.... John  Murray,  Jun. 
Register.... Nathan  Comstock. 
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Benjamin  Clark,  Cadwalladcr  D.  Colden,  Tho¬ 
mas  Addis  Emmett,  Peter  A.  Jay,  Peter  Jay  Mun- 
ro,  William  Sampson,  William  Slosson,  John 
Wadsworth,  Counsellors. 

Willct  Robliins,  chairman,  and  Reuben  Leg¬ 
gett,  secretary,  of  the  Standing  Committee. 

Sylvanus  K.  Jenkins,  chairman,  and  Thomas 
Collins,  secretary,  of  the  Trustees  of  the  School. 

Willet  Seaman,  chairman,  and  Walter  Sawyer, 
secretary,  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  aud  Means. 

George  Newbold,  chairman,  and  William  Slos¬ 
son,  secretary,  of*  the  Committee  of  Correspon¬ 
dence. 

Signed  by  order,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Society, 
by 

Cadwallader  D.  Colden,  President. 

Jeremiah  Thompson,  Secretary. 
New  Fork,  12th.  mo.  (December)  12th.  18U. 


To  the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Aboli¬ 
tion  of  Slavery ,  and  improving  the  condition  of  the 
African  race: 

The  “New  York  Society  for  promoting  the  ma- 
uu mission  of  slaves,  and  protecting  such  of  them 
as  have  been,  or  may  be  liberated,”  has  been  re¬ 
cently  informed  that  a  meeting  of  the  American 
Convention  will  be  held  in  Philadelphia  in  the  en- 
suing  week.  This  intelligence  has  afforded  much 
satisfaction  to  the  society  in  New  York;  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  concentrated  information,  and  the 
united  labours  of  the  delegates  who  may  assemble, 
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will  be  productive  of  effects  highly  favourable  to 
the  great  object  of  emancipation. 

A  communication  which  was  intended  to  have 
been  laid  before  the  convention  last  year,  and 
which  is  now  forwarded,  will  acquaint  it  with  the 
subjects  which  this  society  is  desirous  of  bringing 
under  its  notice.  To  this  communication  it  is  not 
thought  necessary  to  make  much  addition.  It  may 
not,  however,  be  uAacccptablc  to  the  convention  to 
be  informed,  that,  since  the  date  of  that  address, 
the  manumission  society  of  this  city,  by  the  efforts 
of  its  standing  committee,  has  been  the  instrument 
of  procuring  the  freedom  of  fifty-eight  human  be¬ 
ings;  and  thirty-three  unfinished  cases  arc,  at  pre¬ 
sent,  under  the  care  of  its  committee. 

It  is  also  cause  of  great  satisfaction  to  be  able  to 
state,  that  the  hopes  which  were  entertained  in  re¬ 
spect  to  the  school  under  the  care  of  this  society, 
have  been  fully  realized.  Daring  the  past  year,  an 
average  of  more  than  two  hundred  children  have 
been  taught  in  it;  and  the  number ,of  scholars,  at  the 
present  time,  of  both  sexes,  is  two  hundred  and 
mty-eight.  Although  the  funds  of  the  society  have 
been,  for  some  years,  principally  derived  from  pri¬ 
vate  donations  and  subscriptions,  it  is  now  but  jus- 
ticc  to  tire  legislature  of  this  state  to  mention,  that 
this  institution  has  received  a  handsome  proportion 
of  a  fund,  which  has  been  liberally  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  and  encouraging 
common  schools  in  every  part  of  the  state.  And 
it  is  hoped  that  this  liberal  and  permanent  appro¬ 
priation,  with  its  other  sources  of  income,  will 
enable  the  society  still  further  to  enlarge  its  school, 
and  thereby  be  of  increased  benefit  to  the  commu¬ 
nity. 

In  addition  to  the  delegates  previously  chosen 
to  represent  this  soeiety  in  the  convention,  it  has 
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also  appointed  Isaac  M.  Ely  and  James  Nelson, 
to  wbom,  with  their  colleagues,  the  society  refers 
the  convention  for  further  explanations  of  its  pros¬ 
pects  and  opinions. 

The  offices  of  the  society  are  filled  by  the  same 
persons  as  is  mentioned  in  the  communication  ac¬ 
companying  this,  except  as  follows : 

Robert  C.  Cornell  has  been  appointed  regis¬ 
trar — Isaac  M.  Ely,  a  counsellor,  in  the  place  of 
John  Wadsworth— -Joseph  Curtis,  chairmam,  and 
George  F.  White,  secretary,  of  the  Standing  Com¬ 
mittee — And  John  Murray,  jun.  chairman  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  School. 

Signed  by  order,  and  in  behalf  of  the  society 
aforesaid,  iti  New  York,  the  6th  of  the  1st  month. 
(January)  1816. 

Geouge  Newbold,  Vice  President. 
Jeremiah  Thompson,  Scct’y. 

7’o  the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Aboli¬ 
tion  of  Slavery . 

In  addressing  the  convention  after  a  lapse  of 
four  years,  it  would  be  peculiarly  gratifying  to  the 
Delaware  Society  for  promoting  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  could  \vc  report  a  progress  in  the  cause 
of  liberty  and  justice  commensurate  with  our  wish¬ 
es,  and  with  the  opportunities  which  so  long  a  pe¬ 
riod  might  be  supposed  to  afford.  When  we  look 
back  at  the  bright  prospects  which  opened  on  this 
cause  within  the  last  twenty  years,  and  recur  to 
the  joyful  feelings  excited  by  the  just  anticipations 
of  speedy  success  in  this  conflict  with  cruelty  and 
wrong,  we  cannot  but  feel  the  pressure  of  that 
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gloom  which  is  the  consequence  of  disappointment 
and  defeat. 

These  feelings  have  been  rendered  more  acute 
by  a  review  of  the  numbers  who  have  deserted  us. 
In  the  hour  of  trial  many  of  the  timid  and  the  luke¬ 
warm  have  left  our  ranks,  and  thoso  who  felt  them¬ 
selves  bound  to  support  this  righteous  standard, 
yielding  to  the  weight  of  discouragement  which 

{iressed  on  them  from  various  quarters,  became 
ess  active  than  the  state  of  the  times  required. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  stole  that  the  conse¬ 
quence  has  been  an  extension  of  the  traffic  in  hu¬ 
man  beings,  and  the  grossest  violations  of  natural 
justice.  Animated  by  the  confidence  of  impunity, 
the  kidnapper  has  invaded  the  dwelling  of  the 
freeman,  and  dragged  his  victims  into  exile  and 
slavery. 

The  difficulties  which  have  conspired  to  pro¬ 
duce  this  slate  of  things  have  been  various ;  hut 
we  may  trace  their  origin  to  that  fruitful  source  of 
evil,  “  the  love  of  moiieyi”  The  increasing  de- 
mand  for  the  produce  of  the  southern  states  has 
induced  the  planter  to  offer  high  prices  for  slaves. 
The  pernicious  effects  of  this  offer  are  extensively 
manifest — Its  poison  has  been  insinuated  into  va¬ 
rious  classes  of  society — The  slave  holder  has 
powerfully  felt  it,  and  it  ha9  given  birth  to  a  nu¬ 
merous  aud  loathsome  brood  of  dealers  in  human 
flesh,  whose  activity  and  perseverance  are  worthy 
a  better  cause.  But  it  is  a  circumstance  of  the 
deejiest  regret  that  this  baleful  influence  has  been 
felt  in  our  courts  of  justice,  and  in  our  state  legis¬ 
lature.  Professional  meu  in  the  former,  who  were 
once  connected  .with  this  society,  have  accepted 
fees  to  plead  against  the  innocent,  and  to  ndvocate 
the  cause  of  the  oppressor — and  in  the  latter,  a 
law  has  been  enacted  affecting  those  who  are  free , 
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which  militates  not  only  against  the  plainest  rights 
of  man,  hut  atlonls  to  the  unprincipled  dealer  easy 
opportunity  to  sell  them  into  perpetual  slavery. 
We  have  cause  of  humble  gratitude  to  the  Bene¬ 
volent  Ruler  of  the  universe  in  that  under  our  ex¬ 
cellent  mode  of  government  he  has  sown  the  seed 
of  reform  at  the  root  of  every  national  evil.  Where 
the  mirnl  of  man  is  unshackled — where  he  is  free 
to  think,  gross  evils  cannot  long  lay  unnoticed  nor 
unlamented,  and  where  he  is  at  liberty  to  express 
his  sentiments  they  will  he  exposed ;  happily  for  the 
cause  in  which  we  are  engaged,  the  evils  we  lament 
have  advanced  to  this  crisis — a  feeling  of  indignity 
at  these  violations  of  jnslice  begins  to  he  manifest. 
A  petition  expressive  of  this  feeling,  and  couched 
in  energetic  language,  has  been  circulated — a  lar^e 
number  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of  this 
place  of  different  religious  denominations  have 
given  it  their  sanction,  and  we  hope  our  legisla¬ 
ture  will  have  suflicient  virluo  to  accede  to  our  re¬ 
quest,  and  abolish  a  law  so  disgraceful  in  its  na¬ 
ture  and  dishonourable  to  nur  state. 

This  society  too,  as  the  guardian  of  those  rights 
which  our  laws  acknowledge  to  belong  to  the  de¬ 
scendants  of  Africa,  has  been  Animated  to  renew 
its  exertions  in  their  behalf.  Some  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  who  had  seriously  contemplated  a  dissolution 
of  the  society,  under  an  idea  that  its  existence  was 
detrimental  to  the  cause  of  emancipation,  have  con¬ 
sented  again  “to  take  the  labouring  oar,”  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  younger  men  who  have  lately  joined  us,  seem 
cordially  disposed  to  bear  a  part  in  this  honoura¬ 
ble  toil.  Accounts  have  lately  been  received  from 
our  fellow  labourers  in  the  lower  counties  of  this 
state,  which  convey  the  pleasing  information  of  in¬ 
creasing  concern  and  activity,  amongst  them  for  the 
protection  anil  welfare  of  this  people.  A  petition 
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against  the  law  before  alluded  to  has  been  circu¬ 
lated  in  that  quarter,  and  we  understand  they  have 
a  representation  to  attend  lo  the  subject  before  the 
legislature.  The  subject  of  education,  so  closely 
connected  with  the  cause  of  abolition,  we  are  hap¬ 
py  to  state  ha9  received  considerable  attention  in 
this  place.  A  society,  formed  a  few  years  sinco 
for  the  express  purpose  of  educating  black  and  co¬ 
loured  children,  has  a  school  now  under  its  care 
taught  by  a  black  man — about  thirty  scholars  arc 
constantly  receiving  the  benefits  of  the  institution, 
and  Iv,  the  facility  with  which  they  take  instruction, 
arc  silently,  but  certainly  undermining  the  prejudice 
which  has  existed  unfavourable  to  their  capaci¬ 
ties.  The  foundation  of  a  library  of  religious  and 
moral  publications  for  the  use  of  the  children  of 
this  school  has  been  laid,  and  we  hope  it  may  prove 
a  useful  auxiliary  to  their  most  important  interests. 
It  is  with  pleasure  too  that  we  recur  to  the  general 
state  of  the  free  black  population  in  this  vicinity. 
When  we  consider  the  almost  total  want  of  moral 
education  which  this  poor  people  suffer — when  we 
consider  the  hardships  of  a  state  of  slavery,  where 
necessity  sometimes  compels  to  dishonesty,  we  are 
prepared  not  only  to  expect,  but  mentally  to  pal¬ 
liate  occasional  deviations  from  the  path  of  recti¬ 
tude — but  in  this  ease  it  is  honourable  to  them 
and  cause  of  encouragement  to  ms,  that  we  are 
enabled  to  say,  they  are  equally  honest  and  indus-. 
trious— quite  as  sober  and  orderly  as  other  citi¬ 
zens  in  the  same  sphere  of  life.  They  have  two 
meeting  houses  in  this  place  which  arc  well  attend¬ 
ed,  and  an  increase  of  order  and  good  conduct,  the 
regular  consequence  of  religious  concern,  is  ob¬ 
servable  among  them. 
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We  have  appointed  John  Reynolds,  Cyrus 
Newlin,  Joseph  Bringhurst,  and  Evan  Lewis  to 
attend  the  ensuing  convention  as  our  delegates. 

The  following  are  the  Officers  of  the  Society . 

President... .Isaac  Dixon. 

Vice  President.... Cyrus  Newun. 

Treasurer.... Willi  am  Seal. 

Secretary. ...Sows  Reynolds. 

Acting  Committee — James  Brian,  John  Jones,  Wil¬ 
liam  Seal,  and  Edward  Gilpin. 

With  desires  that  no  discouragement  may  im¬ 
properly  deter  you  from  prosecuting  with  energy 
such  measures  as  may  tend  to  rouse  the  friends  of 
emancipation  to  renewed  exertion  in  this  righteous 
cause,  and  fully  believing  that  a  blessing  will  final¬ 
ly  attend  the  labour,  we  "are  your  friends. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Abolition  Society  of  De¬ 
laware. 

Isaac  Dixon,  President. 

Attest,  John  Reynolds,  Sect’y. 
Wilmington,  1st  mo.  4ffi,  1816. 

Adjourned  until  7  o’clock  this  evening. 


Evening ,  7  o'clock. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment,  convention  met : 

Present — James  Milnor,  President;  Thomas  P. 
Cope,  Benjamin  Tucker,  Joseph  R.  Jcnks, 
Roberts  Vaux,  Joseph  XL  Paul,  John  Rey¬ 
nolds,  Cyrus  Newlin,  Joseph  Bringhurst, 
Evan  Lewis,  Reuben  Leggett,  Thomas  Tuck¬ 
er,  and  Isaac  M.  Ely. 
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The  committee  of  arrangement,  to  whom  the 
communications  from  the  several  societies  were  re¬ 
ferred  for  consideration,  submitted  the  following 
report,  together  with  the  resolutions  thereto  an¬ 
nexed. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangement  having  deliberate. 
]y  considered  the  several  interesting  commit, 
ideations  which  were  referred  to  them,  Re¬ 
port  : 

That  in  their  opinion,  the  American  Convention 
of  Delegates  have  assembled  at  a  period,  and  un¬ 
der  circumstances,  peculiarly  auspicious  and  im¬ 
portant. 

Auspicious,  because  it  would  seem  that  the  con- 
Dieting  passions,  which  have  spread  over  the  na¬ 
tions  of  tho  earth  all  the  awful  calamities  of  W'nr, 
have  by  the  interposition  of  Divine  goodness  anil 
mercy,  been  in  great  measure  allayed,  and  in  the 
place  thereof,  dispositions  favourable  to  tho  incul¬ 
cation  of  the  most  benign  principles  have  been 
manifested.  Among  these  evidences  of  justice  and 
right,  is  witnessed  on  the  part  of  those  kingdoms 
and  states  in  Europe,  who  long  and  deeply  parti¬ 
cipated  in  the  high  otlcnding  against  injured  Afri¬ 
ca,  a  desire  to  atone  for  the  crimes  which  they 
have  committed,  by  an  united  determination  cflcc- 
lually  in  future,  to  abolish  the  slave  trade. 

Jlimpicioiw ,  because  it  is  believed  that  in  our 
own  country,  where  the  slavery  of  the  human  spe¬ 
cies  is  still  extensively  tolerated,  there  are  proofs 
of  honourable  and  sincere  desires,  even  amongst 
those  who  possess  their  fellow  being  in  bondage, 
to  meliorate  their  condition,  and,  if  possible,*  by 
some  means  to  purify  themselves  from  an  offence 
which  violates  the  great  obligations  of  Christianity. 
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and  insults  the  principles  of  our  free  and  happy 
system  of  national  government. 

Important ,  because  under  all  these  favourable 
circumstances,  it  is  of  great  consequence  that  the 
convention  should  duly  appreciate  the  effect  which 
may  he  produced  by  its  judicious  interposition;  to 
encourage,  within  the  sphere  of  its  influence,  the 
spirit  of  reflection  which  appears  to  have  been 
awakened  in  the  minds  of  those  whom  prejudice 
and  ignorance  may  have  heretofore  lulled  into  se¬ 
curity  and  unsafe  repose — to  call  upon  the  legisla¬ 
tors  of  the  nation  to  keep  pace  with  the  progress 
of  the  light  which  may  be  shed  upon  the  public 
mind,  in  relation  to  the  great  object  of  gradual  and 
final  emancipation,  by  the  enaction  of  laws  which 
may  ultimately  produce  nn  event  so  desirable. 

Your  committee  observe  with  the  most  unaf¬ 
fected  pleasure  that  the  .Societies  of  New  York, 
Delaware,  and  Pennsylvania,  have,  since  their  for¬ 
mer  reports,  rcncwcdly  directed  their  attention  to 
the  subject  of  education.  This  indispensable  ob¬ 
ject  of  care  exercised  toward  our  emancipated  bre¬ 
thren  of  Africa,  cannot  but  produce  the  most  sub¬ 
stantial  benefits. 

Whilst,  however,  your  committee  recognize  the 
efforts  which  have  been  thus  employed  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  objects  of  our  sympathy  and 
regard,  it  is  lamentably  true,  that  there  is  great 
causo  for  regret,  that,  owing  to  the  increased  price 
of  people  of  colour  in  some  of  the  southern  states, 
there  arc  found  individuals  base  enough  to  lend 
their  lime  and  services  to  invade  the  soil  of-  those 
stales  where  freedom  has  decreed,  and  maintains 
by  the  sanction  of  law,  u  that  ull  men  are  bam 
equally  free,”  and  convey  from  these  asylums  of 
liberty,  citizens,  who  merely  because  they  are  de¬ 
scendants  of  Africa,  arc  supposed  to  be  fit  subjects 


Fourteenth  Convention/ 547 


24 


of  unconditional  servitude  and  unpitying  oppres¬ 
sion.  The  cruel  practice  of  kidnapping  lias  much 
increased ;  fend  your  committee  conceive,  that  it  is 
impossible  effectually  to  prevent  it  by  state  legisla¬ 
tion  :  they  would  therefore  recommend,  that  so  much 
of  the  eighth  section  of  the  law  of  the  United  States, 
passed  on  the  second  of  March  1807,  as  admits  of 
the  conveyance  of  negroes  in  vessels,  which  may 
transport  such  persons  on  the  rivers  and  bays  of 
the  United  States,  be  recommended  to  the  attention 
of  Congress  by  memorial — soliciting  some  amend¬ 
ment  therein,  so  as  to  prohibit  the  facility  which  is 
now  given  to  kidnappers  by  the  provision  of  the 
flection  alluded  to. 

In  order  moro  fully  to  bring  the  subjects  of  this 
report  before  the  notice  of  the  convention,  your 
committee  propose  the  following  resolutions  for 
adoption : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  convention  be  ap¬ 
pointed  (o  prepare  a  memorial  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States ;  in  general  terms  soliciting  its 
attention  to  the  subject  of  domestic  slavery,  and 
especially  requesting  an  amendment  in  the  eighth 
section  of  the  law  passed  on  the  second  of  March 
1807,  more  completely  restricting  the  transporta- 
tion  of  negroes,  from  one  state  to  another. 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  distribute  information 
respecting  the  views  and  labours  of  the  friends  of 
abolition  in  those  parts  of  the  United  States  where 
such  information  is  deficient,  it  is  expedient  to  print 
Clarkson’s  History  of  the  Slave  Trade,  in  a  cheap 
form,  fbr  gratuitous  distribution ;  aud  that  the  same 
be  done  under  the  direction  of  the  acting  commit¬ 
tee,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  convention. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  an  address  to  the  Abolition  Societies  of  the 
United  States;  encouraging  them  to  continued  and 
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determined  efforts  in  the  great  and  good  cause 
they  have  undertaken,  and  especially  recommend¬ 
ing  it  to  them  to  persevere  in  the  all  important  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  scholastic  and  moral  instruction  of  the 
people  of  colour. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Roberts  Vaux, 

Evan  Lewis, 

Thomas  Tucker. 

On  motion,  The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  resolution  attached  to  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee  of  arrangement. 

The  first  resolution  being  under  consideration,  it 
was  agreed  to  refer  it  to  Roberts  Vaux,  Thomas 
1\  Cope  and  Isaac  M.  Ely. 

The  second  resolution  was  referred  to  Joseph 
Bringhurst,  Benjamin  Tucker  and  Reuben  Leg¬ 
gett  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  third  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  members  appointed  the  committee  pursuant 
to  its  provisions :  viz.  John  Reynolds,  Joseph 
Bringhurst,  and  Isaac  M.  Ely. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  addressed  to  a 
member  of  this  convention  was  read ;  the  subject 
being  of  a  nature  extremely  interesting  to  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  cverv  member  of  the  convention,  it  Was 
agreed  to  refer  the  subject  matter  of  the  extract  to 
a  committee  to  consider  and  report  whether  any 
steps  can  be  taken  in  furtherance  of  the  views  of 
the  benevolent  testator  :  when  Joseph  Bringhurst, 
Benjamin  Tucker,  and  Reuben  Leggett  were  ap¬ 
pointed. 


Fourteenth  Convention/ 549 


26 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  John  Adams  to  Thomas 
P.  Cope. 

“  Richmond  Hill ,  i9lh  Dec.  181 6. 

ct  A  certain  Samuel  Guest  in  his  early  life,  was 
resident  in  this  state  and  acquired  a  considerable 
fortune  in  slaves  and  lands.  He  has  died  in  or 
about  the  city  of  London,  and  has  by  his  will  di¬ 
rected  that  his  slaves  shall  be  emancipated  and  his 
lands  sold  for  their  benefit. 

«  By  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  the  slaves 
cannot  be  made  free  unless  they  shall  be  removed 
from  our  limits.  I  have  advised  the  executors  of 
Mr.  Guest  that  with  your  aid  Captain  Cully  might 
be  made  instrumental  in  advancing  this  work  of 
philanthropy,  or  that  the  manumitting  society  (of 
which  I  understand  you  to  be  a  member)  might  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  much  desired  object.  The  number  of 
negroes  is  about  three  hundred,  of  all  ages,  sexes, 
and  conditions  as  to  character.  The  amount  which 
will  be  produced  by  the  salo  of  land  cannot  be  ac¬ 
curately  ascertained,  but  it  is  expected  that  enough 
will  be  produced  to  pay  the  passage  of  each  to 
Guinea,  and  to  provide  for  them  when  arrived  there 
for  at  least  one  year.” 

On  motion  resolved,  That  a  committee  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to.  consider  at  what  time  and  place  the 
meetings  of  the  next  convention  shall  be  held. 
Isaac  M.  Ely,  Joseph  R.  Jenks,  and  Evan  Lewis 
were  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  meeting  adjourns,  it 
do  adjourn  to  meet  to-morrow  evening  at  7  o’clock, 
at  Clarkson  School-house,  Cherry-street. 

Adjourned. 

Clarkson  School-house,  Jan.  11, 1810. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Presept — James  Milnor,  President,*  Thomas  P. 
Cope,  Joseph  M.  Paul,  Joseph  R.  Jenks,  Joseph 
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Bringhurst,  John  Reynolds,  Cyrus  Newlin,  Ro¬ 
berts  Vaux,  Thomas  Tucker,  Isaac  M.  Ely,  Reu¬ 
ben  Leggett,  Evan  Lewis,  Benjamin  Tucker. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  first  re¬ 
solution  reported  by  the  committee  of  arrangement, 
submitted  the  written  opinion  of  William  Lewis, 
Esq.  one  of  the  counsellors  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Abolition  Society,  in  relation  to  the  subject  referred 
to  in  that  resolution,  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  settle 
the  treasurer’s  account  summitted  the  following  re¬ 
port  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

American  Convention  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery ,  in 
account  current  with  Thomas  P.  Cope,  Treasurer . 

DR. 


Jan.  1(1,  1812. 

To  balance  due  me, 

Jan.  10,  1816. 

Cash  paid  for  one  share  of  stock 

S  37 

22 

Philadelphia  Bank, 

104 

00 

Balance 

65 

28 

{8  206 

50 

CR. 

Jan.  1,  1814. 

By  sundry  dividends  received  on  Bank 

stock  to  this  date,  $128  50 

Jan.  11, 1810. 

Ditto  received  on  Bank  stock  to  this  date  77  00 


3  200  00 


Balance  due  American  Convention,  8  05  28 
Errors  excepted. 

THOS.  P.  COPE,  Tree*. 

Philad.  Jan.  11th  1810. 
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To  the  Convention,  &c. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Treasu¬ 
rer's  aceouut,  Report: 

That  they  have  attended  to  their  duty  and  find 
that  the  treasurer  Thomas  P.  Cope  lias  received 
since  last  meeting  of  the  convention  in  1812,  in  di¬ 
vidends,  from  the  Philadelphia  Rank  206  dolls. 
50  cents,  and  has  paid  101  dolls,  for  another  share 
of  stock  in  said  hank.  The  conv&ition  therefore  is 
now  in  possession  of  eight  shares  of  Philadelphia 
Bank  stock,  value  at  par  100  dolls,  each,  and  65 
dolls.  20  cents  balance  remaining  in  the  Treasu¬ 
rer's  hands,  as  per  account  herewith  submitted. 
Evan  Lewis,  ) 

Reuben  Leggett,  V  Committee. 
Joseph  M.  Paul.  ) 

Philad.  lmo.  11,  1816. 

Several  letters  addressed  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Abolition  Society  were  read,  from  individuals  re- 
siding  in  the  southern  and  south-western  States, 
who  are  desirous  to  emancipate  their  slaves,  but  are 
prevented  by  the  existing  laws  of  their  respective 
states;  these  communications  exciting  renewed  feel¬ 
ings  of  interest  in  relation  to  the  peculiarly  tryiug 
situation  of  the  slaves  as  well  as  their  owners,  it 
was  agreed  to  refer  them  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  extract  of  a  letter  addressed  to  a. 
member  of  this  convention  for  theiT  consideration. 

The  minutes  of  the  acting  committee  were  read. 

Ou  motion,  The  convention  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  opinion  of  Wm.  Lewis,  Esq. 
which  was  again  read,  and  after  some  time  spent  in 
discussing  the  subject,  it  was  agreed  to  refer  it  to 
the  same  committee  who  reported  it,  to  which  com¬ 
mittee  the  president  was  added. 
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The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  u  se- 
eond  resolution,”  made  report,  which  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  address. 

The  following  report  of  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  several  extracts  of  letters  on  the 
subject  of  emancipation  was  read ;  the  convention 
agreed  to  adopt  the  report,  and  refer  it  lo  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  memorial  to  congress  for  their  atten¬ 
tion. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  extract 
of  a  letter  from  Richmond  &c.  have  felt  themselves 
embarrassed  by  the  various  difficulties  which  en¬ 
compass  the  subject.  It  does  uot  appear  to  the 
committee  that  the  convention  can,  at  present,  pro¬ 
pose  any  specific  plan  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
benevolent  intention  of  Samuel  Guest.  But  feeling 
the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  being  impressed 
with  the  weight  of  the  responsibility  which  the  ad¬ 
vocates  of  the  rights  of  persons  of  colour  have  as¬ 
sumed,  we  arc  desirous  that  we  should  not  permit 
ourselves  to  be  discouraged  by  the  magnitude  of  the 
task,  from  any  reasonable  efforts  for  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  our  cause.  Your  committee  therefore  pro¬ 
pose  that  a  memorial  be  drafted,  representing  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  the  simple  facts  which 
appeared  before  us,  and  respectfully  soliciting  their 
consideration  of  the  subject,  and  that  in  their  wis¬ 
dom  they  may  devise  some  remedy  for  the  evil. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  ou  the  time 
and  place  of  holding  the  next  mooting  of  the  con¬ 
vention  submitted  their  report,  which  was  read,  and 
the  further  consideration  of  it  postponed. 

On  motion  made  and  seconded,  The  convention 
proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  an  acting  commit¬ 
tee  for  the  ensuing  three  years,  when  the  following 
persons  were  appointed  :  to  wit,  Thomas  P.  Cope, 
Roberts  Vaux,  Joseph  M.  Paul,  Benjamin  Tucker, 
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and  James  Milnor,  from  Pennsylvania^— Reuben 
Leggett,  from  N  ew-York — Joseph  Bringhurst,  from 
Delaware. 

Resolved,  That  when  the  convention  adjourns, 
it  do  adjourn  to  meet  at  10  o’clock  to-morrow  morn¬ 
ing  at  the  Select  Council  chamber.  Adjourned. 


SELECT  COUNCIL  CHAMBER. 

January  IS,  1810. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — James  Milnor,  Cyrus  Newlin,  Joseph 
Bringhurst,  John  Reynolds,  Evan  Lewis,  Isaac  M. 
Ely,  Reuben  Leggett,  Thomas  Tucker,  Thomas 
P.  Cope,  Benjamin  Tucker,  Joseph  M.  Paul,  Ro¬ 
berts  vaux. 

The  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  report- 
ed  an  essay  of  a  memorial  to  Congress,  which  was 
read,  attentively  considered,  and  adopted,  viz. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States ,  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  Memorial  of  the  American  Convention  for  promo¬ 
ting  the  abolition  of  Slavery ,  &c. 

Respectfully  sheweth, 

That  being  convened  for  temperate  consultation 
on  the  interests  of  that  unhappy  class  of  their  fellow 
beings  involved  ih  the  thraldom  of  slavery,  several 
subjects  have  been  presented  to  their  consideration, 
which  they  have  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to 
submit  very  respectfully  to  your  attention. 

Your  memorialists  have  reason  to  believe,  that 
the  provisions  of  the  acts  prohibiting  the  impor¬ 
tation  of  slaves  are  evaded  by  unprincipled  in- 
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dividuals,  who  ill  defiance  of  Hie  benevolent  mea¬ 
sures  of  Congress,  smuggle  into  the  southern  part 
of  the  United  "States,  native  Africans,  and  sell  them 
into  irredeemable  bondage ;  and  that  instances  still 
occur  of  vessels  owned  and  manned  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  being  engaged  in  the  shameful 
traffic  in  human  beings,  which  the  united  endea¬ 
vours  of  most  of  the  civilized  nations  of  the  earth, 
seem  associated  to  abolish. 

Your  memorialists  presume,  with  great  deference, 
to  solicit  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  interest¬ 
ing  subject,  with  a  hope  that  on  a  revision  of  the 
law  referred  to,  its  provisions  may  be  strengthened, 
especially  by  an  enhancement  of  the  penalties  on 
offenders  against  a  prohibition,  which  policy,  no 
less  than  humanity,  requires  to  be  carried  into  full 
effect. 

Your  memorialists  have  been  much  affected  also 
by  the  many  instances  which  constantly  occur  of 
kidnapping  free  people  of  colour  in  the  uorlbcm 
states,  and  selling  them  into  slavery  in  the  southern: 
how  far  this  can  be  directly  met  by  any  law  to  be 
passed  by  the  legislature  of  the  union,  they  will  not 
presume  to  say;  most  ccrtaiuly  the  laws  of  the  in¬ 
dividual  States  do  not  reach  it,  as  the  completion 
of  the  offence  at  once  puts  the  offender  out  of  every 
fear  of  the  appointed  punishment;  an  arrest  not  be¬ 
ing  admissible  beyond  the  limits  of  the  state  from 
which  the  individual  is  stolen.  But  it  also  fre¬ 
quently  happens,  that  under  colour  of  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  existing  law,  providing  for  the  recove¬ 
ry  of  runaway  slaves  by  their  owners,  false  pre* 
tences,  surreptitious  evidence,  insidious  artifice,  and 
open  violence  arc  used  in  cases  where  no  legal 
claim  exists.  As  these  acts  are  manifest  abuses  of 
the  provisions  of  the  law  of  Congress,  your  memo- 
rialists  submit  with  much  respect,  whether,  with- 
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claimants  'in  the  recovery  of  their  slaves,  Congress 
might  not  inflict  such  penalties  against  offenders  of 
the  description  now  referred  to,  as  would  prevent 
the  evils  complained  of,  and  increase  the  facilities, 
by  removing  prejudices  agaiust  those  who  have  fair 
and  legal  claims. 

To  one  other  remaining  topic  your  memorialists 
invite  the  attention  of  Congress.  Whatever  restric¬ 
tions  the  policy  of  particular  states  may  impose  on 
the  emancipation  of  slaves,  which  as  a  subject  not 
under  the  control'of  Congress,  your  memorialists 
have  no  design  to  bring  into  view,  they  deem  it  their 
duty  to  state,  that  inasmuch  as  no  legislative  enact¬ 
ment  can  stop  the  progress  of  individual  sentiment, 
and  its  issuing  by  one  means  or  another  in  cor¬ 
responding  acts,  so  experience  has  shewn  that 
the  gradual  amelioration  of  feeling  in  the  slave- 
holding  states,  towards  the  people  of  colour  is  con¬ 
stantly  evincing  itself  in  the  liberation  of  their  per¬ 
sons  from  bondage  by  individual  owners ;  and  your 
memorialists  have  been  made  acquainted  with  se¬ 
veral  very  affecting  instances  of  the  existence  of 
such  a  humane  design,  where  the  difficulty  of  find¬ 
ing  an  asylum  for  the  persons  proposed  to  be  eman¬ 
cipated,  has  hitherto  prevented  its  execution. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  request  Congress 
to  consider  bow  far  it  may  comport  with  the  inte¬ 
rests  of  humanity,  and  public  policy,  to  set  apart 
a  portion  of  the  wide  extended  territory  owned  by 
the  United  States,  for  the  colonization  of  legally 
emancipated  blacks,  or  to  adopt  some  other  mea¬ 
sure  calculated,  as  well  to  prevent  the  injury  of  the 
mixture  of  too  large  a  proportion  of  such  persons 
amongst  the  white  people  of  our  country,  as  to  pro¬ 
vide,  under  a  suitable  government,  for  the  civiliza¬ 
tion,  improvement  and  happiness  of  them,  and  their 
posterity ;  a  measure  which  would  redound  no  less 
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to  the  honour  than  to  the  security  and  welfare  of 
the  community. 

Signed  by  order  aud  on  behalf  of  the  Convention. 

James  Milnor,  President. 

Attest,  John  Bacon,  Sect’y. 
Philadelphia,  Feb.  1,  1810. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  considering  the 
time  and  place  of  holding  the  future  meetings  of 
the  convention  was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  the 
report  was  postponed. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  members 
be  appointed  to  consider  the  propriety  of  altering 
the  constitutional  period  for  the  meeting  of  the  con* 
vention.  Cyrus  Newlin,  Joseph  M.  Paul,  and 
Reuben  Leggett  were  appointed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address 
to  the  abolition  societies  of  the  united  States,  re¬ 
ported  an  essay  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  convention  having  reason  to  believe  that 
many  people  of  colour  remain  in  bondage  from  dif¬ 
ficulties  in  the  minds  of  their  owners  as  to  their  fu¬ 
ture  disposition,  and  from  tiie  laws  of  many  of  the 
states  prohibiting  their  residence  therein  after  re¬ 
ceiving  their  liberty — Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  acting  committee  be  instruct¬ 
ed  to  open  a  correspondence  with  the  African  In¬ 
stitution,  and  with  individuals  friendly  to  the  cause 
of  emancipation  in  England  or  elsewhere,  on  the 
interesting  subject  of  providing  some  asylum  for 
emancipated  people  of  colour. 

Adjourned  to  half  past  6  o’clock  P.  M. 
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Pursuant  to  adjournment  tlio  convention  again 
met. 

Present— .Tames  Milnor,  Joseph  Briijglmrst,  Cy¬ 
rus  Ncwlin,  John  Reynolds,  Evan  Lewis,  Isaac  M. 
Ely,  Reuben  Leggett,  Thomas  Tucker,  T.  P.  Cope, 
Benjamin  Tucker,  Joseph  JV1.  Paul,  and  Roberts 
Yaux. 

The  following  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  of  the  propriety  of  altering  the  time  of 
meetings  of  the  convention,  was  read  and  unani¬ 
mously  adopted. 

To  the  Convention,  &c. 

The  committee  named  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
altering  the  time  of  holding  the  stated  meetings 
of  the  convention,  Report : 

That  the  subject  has  engaged  their  attention,  and 
they  unite  in  proposing,  that  the  constitution  be  so 
amended  as  that  the  stated  meetings  in  future  be 
held  on  the  first  Third-day  of  the  Eighth  month 
(August) — and  that  the  next  meeting  take  place  in 
the  year  1817*  instead  of  the  First  month  (Janua¬ 
ry)  1818. 

Cyrus  Nkwlin, 
Rkuiikn  Leggett, 
Joseph  M.  Paul. 

Pliilad.  1  Mo.  12,  1816. 

On  motion,  The  report  of  the  committee  appoint¬ 
ed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  several  abolition 
societies,  was  taken  up,  and  the  essay  of  an  ad¬ 
dress  was  read  by  paragraphs,  and  with  some 
amendments  adopted  as  follows : 
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CIRCULAR. 

To  l he  Abolition  and  Manumission  Societies  in  the 
United  States. 

Tho  return  of  peace  to  our  country  has  enabled 
the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  Slavery,  after  a  year's  postponement  of  its 
regular  session,  to  resume  its  labours  in  the  cause 
of  humanity,  and  again  to  communicate  with  the 
societies  it  represents,  on  the  great  interests  com¬ 
mitted  to  its  charge. 

We  feel,  and  it  is  with  sensible  pleasure  we  re¬ 
cord  the  conviction,  that  the  convention  never  met 
under  auspices  so  favourable  for  “  liberating  the 
captive ,  and  setting  the  prisoner  free as  those 
which  the  Christian  world  at  present  exhibits.  The 
rights  of  Buffering  humanity,  steadfastly  maintained 
by  a  few  individuals  in  the  old  world,  amidst  the 
horrors  of  a  protracted  war,  and  the  turmoils  of  po¬ 
litical  revolutions,  against  obloquy  and  reproach, 
the  force  of  confirmed  habit,  and  the  hard-hearted- 
iiess  of  avarice,  have  finally  succeeded  in  recom¬ 
mending  themselves  to  the  protection  of  govern¬ 
ments  and  the  moral  sense  or  nations.  We  consi¬ 
der  the  African  slave  trade,  so  far  as  it  can  he 
affected  by  public  and  international  law,  as  nearly 
at  an  end;  and  in  looking  forward  to  the  period  of 
its  termination,  we  recognise  with  peculiar  satisfac¬ 
tion  the  pledge  which  our  own  government  has 
given  in  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  that  the  influence  of 
our  republic,  as  a  member  of  the  great  Christian 
commonwealth,  shall  he  exerted,  to  confirm  through¬ 
out  the  world,  the  entire  extinction  of  this  abomi¬ 
nable  traffic. 

Under  such  sanctions,  the  convention  feel  them¬ 
selves  authorized,  not  onty  by  their  own  convic¬ 
tions  of  right,  anil  the  sentiments  of  the  wise  and 
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good  in  other  countries,  but  also  by  the  progressive 
and  prevailing  force  of  public  opinion  in  our  own, 
to  urge  with  additional  emphasis  the  necessity  of  a 

}>rompt  attention  to  any  violations  of  the  laws  pro- 
iibiting  our  citizens  from  engaging  in  the  slave 
trade :  and  they  confidently  hope  the  energy  mani¬ 
fested  by  the  societies  in  this  respect,  with  the  aid 
of  the  public  authorities,  will  soon  wipe  from  our 
land  the  stigma  of  lending  countenance  to  a  prac¬ 
tice  equally  abhorrent  to  reason  and  religion. 

In  adverting  to  the  duties,  which  at  the  present 
crisis,  are  more  particularly  obvious,  we  would  en¬ 
join  the  necessity  of  watching  with  vigilance,  and 
reporting  to  the  proper  tribunals,  all  attempts  that 
may  be  made  to  inveigle  or  steal  away  people  of 
colour  for  the  purposes  of  transportation  and  sale. 
The  convention  know  that  the  evil  exists,  and  they 
are  strongly  impressed  with  the  belief  that  it  exists 
to  an  alarming  extent.  The  almost  certain  exclu¬ 
sion  of  foreign  importations  has  given  a  strong  im¬ 
pulse  to  domestic  cupidity,  which  is  coustantly  en¬ 
gaged  in  kidnapping  the  free  blacks  of  the  northern 
and  middle  sections  of  the  union,  and  transporting 
them  to  supply  the  waste  of  life  occasioned  by  the 
toils  and  hardships  of  more  southern  climates. 
From  this  state  of  things,  it  will  readily  appear, 
that  the  efforts  and  cooperation  of  the  societies  arc. 
still  necessary,  to  suppress  a  practice  so  alien  to 
our  state  laws,  and  so  outrageous  to  humanity ;  and 
from  the  energy  which  lias  characterized  the  past, 
we  are  confident  tho  societies  will  leave  no  cause 
for  future  regrets. 

In  contemplating  the  improvements  of  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  African  race,  we  are  Impny  to  find  in 
the  communications  from  New-York,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Delaware,  that  the  efforts  made  to  impart  to 
them  the  benefits  of  knowledge,  have  been  crowned 
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with  very  great  success.  This  intelligence  gives 
ns  the  more  pleasure,  because  we  arc  persuaded, 
that  the  only  means  of  accomplishing  the  final  and 
complete  emancipation  of  this  unfortunate  people, 
throughout  our  country,  is,  the  extent  ion  to  them, 
of  the  benefits  of  moral  and  intellectual  cultivation. 
That  their  redemption  from  the  thraldom  in  which 
they  now  nrc,  should  be  preceded,  or  accompanied 
by  such  aids  as  will  qualify  them  to  discharge  their 
relative,  social  and  religious  duties;  and  that  these 
aids,  will  not,  probably,  for  some  time  to  come,  be 
furnished,  except  by  the  efforts  of  the  societies,  or 
the  generosity  of  individuals.  We,  therefore, 
recommend  with  earnestness,  that  the  schools  al¬ 
ready  established,  may  continue  to  be  patronised; 
so  that  the  scholastic  nnd  moral  education  of  the 
pupils,  may  fit  them  not  only  to  become  valuable 
members  of  society  among  ourselves,  but  (hat  they 
may  be  prepared  to  lead  their  brethren  in  the  paths 
of  knowledge ;  and  if  the  legislature  should  so  re¬ 
solve,  become  at  some  future  time  in  this  country 
or  in  Africa,  the  germs  of  a  colonial  establishment, 
where  our  numerous  slave  population,  under  the 
protection  of  equal  laws,  guided  by  the  lights  of 
science,  and  controlled  by  the  influence  of  religion, 
might  forget  the  lung  .history  of  their  wrongs,  in 
their  gratitude  for  emancipation. 

We  would  further  recommend  to  the  societies, 
the  charge  of  a  subject  of  pressing  importance  and 
immediate  interest,  which  the  convention  from  the 
shortness  of  its  session,  has  been  unable  satisfacto¬ 
rily  to  dispose  of.  Several  applications  have  been 
laid  before  the  convention  from  individuals  in  the 
southern  states,  where  the  manumission  of  slaves 
is  prohibited  by  law,  requesting  to  be  informed  in 
what  mantier  their  wishes  to  free  them  can  be  ac¬ 
complished  :  and  wliat  agency  the  societies  will 
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take  in  furthering  their  benevolent  intentions.  The 
extracts  accompanying  this  address,  will  present 
the  different  cases  for  the  deliberation  of  the  socie¬ 
ties,  who  will  take  such  measures  concerning  them 
as  their  wisdom  and  sympathy  may  direct. 

With  a  view,  however,  to  obtain  if  possible  some 
adequate  legislative  provision,  to  meet  eases  of  this 
description,  we  have  by  memorial,  recommended 
the  subject  to  the  attention  of  Congress,  and  hope 
that  in  its  wisdom  some  asylum  may  be  designated 
for  those,  who  are  detained  in  bondage  by  the  laws,  in 
opposition  to  the  humane  wishes  of  their  possessors. 
We  have  also  directed  a  correspondence  to  be  open¬ 
ed  with  the  African  Institution,  and  individuals 
friendly  to  emancipation  in  England  and  elsewhere, 
on  the  same  subject,  the  result  of  which  will  in  due 
time  be  communicated  to  the  societies.  AY  c  have 
also  in  our  memorials  to  Congress  urged  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  imposing  further  and  heavier  penalties 
for  breaches  of  the  laws  against  the  importation  of 
slaves,  and  requested  the.  interposition  of  such  con¬ 
stitutional  powers,  as  they  may  possess,  to  prevent 
a  continuance  of  the  practice  of  kidnapping,  and 
the  abuses  very  frequently  committed  under  the 
laws  providing  for  the  apprehension  of  runaway 
slaves.  And  to  the  end,  that  any  future  applica¬ 
tions  which  it  shall  be  expedient  to  make  to  Con¬ 
gress  on  this  subject  may  bo  reinforced  by  a  full 
exposition  of  the  evil  to  be  remedied,  the  societies 
arc  requested  to  collect  the  particulars  of  all  cases* 
of  kidnapping,  or  abuses  of  the  above  mentioned 
law,  which  may  occur  within  their  respective  limits, 
or  come  to  their  knowledge,  and  transmit  the  same 
by  their  delegates  to  the  next  convention. 

The  convention  arc  persuaded  that  much  of  the 
hostility  to  gradual  emancipation,  which  prevails 
in  the  south,  results  from  ignorance  among  many 
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of  the  slave  holders,  of  the  truo  character  of  slave¬ 
ry,  and  of  the  considerations  which  prove  its  im¬ 
policy  as  well  as  its  injustice.  Until  this  obstacle 
is  removed,  the  work  of  emancipation  cannot  suc¬ 
ceed;  for  the  inarch  of  philanthropy  cannot  be  safe 
or  certain  except  with  the  light  of  truth,  and  in  the 
path  of  knowledge. 

To  subserve  this  end  we  have  had  it  in  contem¬ 
plation  to  publish  Clarkson’s  History  of  the  Aboli¬ 
tion  of  the  Slave  Trade  in  a  condensed  form  ;  but 
finding  our  funds  inadequate  to  the  purpose,  we 
have  instructed  the  acting  committee  to  use  their 
endeavours  to  eifeet  the  object  by  means  of  volun¬ 
tary  contributions,  and  we  beg  leave  to  add  to  this 
measure,  a  recommendation,  that  the  societies 
should  cause  to  be  published  from  time  to  time  in 
the  public  newspapers,  such  tracts  and  essays,  as 
will  have  a  tendency  to  disabuse  the  minds  of 
slave  holders  and  others  on  this  important  subject, 
and  prepare  them  to  approve  of  a  gradual  emanci¬ 
pation. 

In  conclusion,  the  convention  cannot  hut  express 
its  regret,  that  a  larger  number  of  the  societies  have 
not  been  represented  at  our  present  meeting  ;  and 
still  more,  that  several  of  them,  which  bore  active 
parts  in  the  early  struggles  of  philanthropy  on  this 
great  question,  should  have  sunk  into  apathy, 
scarcely  even  retaining  the  formality  of  a  name. 
AVe  w  ould  remind  them,  that  the  triumph  of  free¬ 
dom  for  the  blacks,  is  not  accomplished  while  the 
means  of  enjoying  it  arc  beyond  their  reach  :  that 
the  field  for  usefulness  is  not  narrowed : — that  edu¬ 
cation  can  alone  give  permanency  to  the  conquests 
of  benevolence;  and  that  as  they  were  once  unslia- 
ken  by  reproach,  and  persevered  until  the  popular 
odium  w'as  over,  they  ought  not  now  that  the  pros¬ 
pect  brightens  around  us,  to  abandon  the  advan- 
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tages  which  it  has  cost  them  the  labour  and  the  pa- 
tieucc  of  years  to  acquire. 

Philad.  Jan.  IS,  1816. 

The  convention  believing  that  considerable  be¬ 
nefit  might  arise  from  the  publication  of  Thomas 
Clarkson’s  History  of  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade  in  a  condensed  form,  but  their  funds  not  be¬ 
ing  adequate  to  the  object, 

Resolved,  That  the  acting  committee  be  directed 
to  use  their  endeavours  for  causing  to  be  prepared 
and  published  an  abridgment  of  said  work,  by  pri¬ 
vate  subscriptions  and  contributions,  or  in  such 
other  way  as  they  may  find  practicable  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  sale  or  gratuitous  circulation  wdicrc  it  may 
be  useful. 

On  mol  ion,  Resolved,  That  Thomas  Tucker  of 
New-York,  and  JEvan  Lew  is  of  Delaware  be  added 
to  the  acting  committee. 

Resolved,  That  three  members  of  tho  acting 
committee  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
business. 

Resolved  that  the  acting  committee  be  instructed 
to  publish  such  number  of  copies  of  the  minutes  of 
the  convention,  and  of  the  address  to  the  several 
abolition  societies  as  they  may  deem  proper ;  and 
that  they  transmit  them  to  the  several  societies  in 
the  usual  proportions. 

Resolved,  That  the  acting  committee  be  request¬ 
ed  to  present  the  thanks  of  the  convention  to  the 
Select  Council  for  the  use  of  their  chamber. 

Resolved,  That  the  acting  committee  give  three 
months  notice  of  the  meeting  of  the  next  convention 
to  the  several  abolition  societies  in  the  United 
States.  Adjourned  sine  die. 

Attest,  JOHN  BACON,  Scct’y- 
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MINUTES 


or  Titt 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  FIFTEENTH 

FOB  PROMOTING  TER 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY,  &c. 


Philadelphia,  August  5  th,  I8ir. 

THE  Constitution,  as  amended,  having  appointed  thb 
day  for  the  meeting  of  the  American  Convention  fop  promot¬ 
ing  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  delegates  from  the  societies  is 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland  assem¬ 
bled  in  the  Select  Council  Chamber,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Jun.  Esq. 

Was  appointed  President  pro.  hm,  and 

ABRAHAM  L.  PENNOCK,  Secretary  pro.  tom. 

From  credentials  produced,  it  appeared  that  the  follow¬ 
ing  persons  have  been  appointed  as  delegates  from  their  re¬ 
spective  societies  to  this  convention,  viz. 

.Veto  York.  Joseph  Curtis,  Walter  Sawyer,  Thomas  Tuck* 
cr,  Reuben  Leggett,  Joshua  Underbill. 

Delaware,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Bringhurst,  Evan  Lewis, 
Jacob  A  bricks,  William  Gibbons,  Edward  WomJI, 
Samuel  Hillis,  William  Wiekes. 
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Pennsylvania*  Richard  Peters,  jun.  Benjamin  Tucker,  Jo* 
teph  Lea,  Joseph  M.  Paul,  Joseph  Parrish,  Abraham  L. 
Pennock,  Thomas  Shipley,  Thomas  P.  Cope,  Edward 
Needles. 

HaiUm,  Maryland,  James  Neal],  William  W.  Moore, 
Of  whom  were  present— 

From  New  York. 

Joseph  Curtis,  Thomas  Tucker, 

Walter  Sawyer,  Joshua  Underhill. 

From  Delaware. 

Evan  Lewis,  Jacob  Alricks. 

Prom  Pennsylvania. 

Joseph  Parrish,  Joseph  M.  Paul, 

Abraham  L.  Pennock,  Thomas  Shipley, 

Riohard  Peters,  jun.  Roberts  Yaux, 

Benjamin  Tueker,  Edward  Needles. 

Joseph  Lea, 


From  Maryland. 

James  Neall. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  that  the  Convention  now  proceed  to 
the  appointment  of  officers — whereupon  the  following  per¬ 
sons  were  elected ; 


PRESIDENT. 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Jun. 

SECRETARY. 

WALTER  SAWYER. 

TREASURES. 

JOSEPH  LEA. 
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The  following  communications  from  the  New  York, 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  Societies,  were  read  and  referred, 
with  their  accompanying  documents,  to  a  Committee  of  Ar¬ 
rangement,  who  are  instructed  to  report  thereon,  and  also  to 
suggest  to  a  future  meeting,  such  other  subjects  for  the 
consideration  of  this  Convention  as  they  may  deem  proper  to 
claim  its  attention. 

Richard  Peters,  jnn.  Joseph  Curtis,  Evan  Lewis  and 
James  Neall,  were  appointed  to  compose  said  committee. 

To  the  “  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition 
of  Slaveryf  and  improving  the  condition  of  the  African 
race fo  be  convened  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  day  of  the 
8 Ih  month ,  ( August )  1817. 

"  The  New  York  Society,  for  promoting  the  manumis¬ 
sion  of  slaves,  and  protecting  such  of  them  as  have  been,  or 
may  be,  liberated,”  in  conformity  with  the  usage  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  institutions  represented  in  the  Convention,  avails  itself 
of  your  approaching  meeting,  to  rcciproeato  with  them, 
through  you,  in  assurances  of  co-operation  and  regard. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Convention  of  January,  1816, 
were  regularly  communicated  to  our  society,  and  were  re¬ 
ceived  with  that  interest,  which  the  successive  and  gradually 
progressing,  though  hard  earned,  achievements  of  philan¬ 
thropy  are  calculated  to  inspire.  The  reviving  animation  of 
the  other  societies  imparted  to  us  additional  confidence; 
gave  new  zeal  to  our  efforts ;  brighter  prospects  to  our  hopes ; 
and  urged  us  to  attempt  the  accomplishment  of  that  great 
work,  which  has  redeemed  the  character  of  New  York,  and 
sealed,  to  the  blacks,  the  charter  of  their  freedom. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  Autumn,  several  members  who, 
from  age  and  bodily  infirmity,  had  been  long  excused  from 
the  active  duties  of  the  society,  renewed  their  attendance, 
and  urged  to  another  effort,  for  the  consummation  of  a  lead¬ 
ing  object  of  their  thirty  years  labour  in  the  cause  of  hu¬ 
manity.  Their  countenance  and  wishes  strengthened  the  sen- 
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timent  already  awakened  in  the  society*  An  appral  to  the 
citizens  of  the  state,  on  the  subject  of  tinal  emancipation, 
was  resolved  on.  It  was  followed  up  by  an  application  to  the 
Legislature,  and  has  resulted  in  the  passage  of  a  law,  which, 
Insides  meliorating  the  general  'character  of  servitude 
amongst  us,  has  prescribed  the  year  1827,  as  the  limit  to 
slavery  in  this  state. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Convention,  the  activity  of 
the  society,  through  the  medium  of  its  committees  and  of  in- 
dividual  members,  has  been  unceasing,  in  watching  all  viola¬ 
tions  of  the  laws  regulating  the  sales  or  transfers  of  slaves 
and  servants,  and  in  preventing  their  illegal  transportation 
from  the  stale ;  and  wc  are  hnppy  to  say,  that,  ungracious 
and  unpopular  as  our  interference  may  be,  with  some  por¬ 
tions  or  the  community,  we  have  endeavoured  so  to  combine 
discretion  and  candour,  with  vigilance  and  firmness,  as  to  se¬ 
cure  the  patronage  of  public  sentiment,  and  the  prompt  and 
speedy  aid  of  the  magistrates.  We  still  need  such  patronage 
and  aid.  Attempts  at  kidnupping  continue  to  be  made  here, 
as  well  as  at  the  South.  A  jury,  in  one  of  our  courts,  hns, 
within  a  few  weeks  past,  found  a  verdict  of  “guilty”  against 
one  who  was  engaged  in  this  foul  business  j  and  two  others, 
charged  with  the  same  offence,  now  await  their  trial.  We 
hope  the  sister  societies  will  be  indefatigable  in  their  exer¬ 
tions  to  enforce  the  law  s  against  this  species  of  inhuman  rob¬ 
bery,  and  that  no  culprit  will  hereafter  be  permitted  to  es¬ 
cape  their  pciiulty.  Since  flic  Inst  communication  from  this 
society  to  the  Convention,  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  per¬ 
sons,  who  were  illegally  held  in  bondage  here,  have  been  set 
at  liberty  through  the  instrumentality  of  this  society. 

Notwithstanding  the  feelings  of  mankind  in  general  seem 
alive  to  an  abhorrence  of  the  slave  trade,  the  society  has 
learnt,  with  deep  regret,  not  only  from  (lie  public  prints,  but 
from  private  information,  which  there  is  too  much  reason  to 
believe  is  comet,  that  this  trade  to  the  West  Indies,  has  since 
the  last  peaee,  been  carried  on  to  a  very  great  extent.  Al¬ 
most  every  arrival  from  that  quarter  brings  Intelligence  of 
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cargoes  of  human  hcingft  being  landed  on  those  shores,  and 
consigned  to  perpetual  slavery.  The  society  has  informa¬ 
tion,  which  induces  it  firmly  to  believe,  that  this  traffic  is 
conducted  by  American  citizens,  under  foreign  flags.  This 
violation  of  humanity,  and  of  the  laws  of  our  country,  can 
only  be  prevented  by  the  interposition  of  Congress ;  and  the 
society  takes  the  liberty  of  strongly  recommending  to  the 
Convention  to  adopt  measures,  which  may  induce  the  na¬ 
tional  government  to  interfere  their  authority  on  this  subject 
Our  school,  a  particular  account  of  which  was  given  in 
our  former  communication,  continues  to  flourish.  At  pre¬ 
sent  it  contains  three  hundred  and  eight  scholars  of  both 
sexes,  and  promises  to  increase  in  interest  as  well  as  useful¬ 
ness,  notwithstanding  the  novelty  of  the  institution  has  past¬ 
ed  away. 

A  list  of  our  officers  for  the  current  year  Is  as  follows: 

CADWALLADER  D.  COLDEN,  President, 
VALENTINE  SEAMAN,  1st  Vico  President, 
GEORGE  NEWBOLD,  2d  Vice  President, 
JEREMIAH  THOMPSON,  Secretary, 

ROBERT  WHITE,  Assistant  Secretary, 

JOHN  MURRAY,  Jr.  Treasurer, 

ROBERT  C.  CORNELL,  Register. 

Joseph  Curtis,  Chairman,  1  Of  the  Standing 
Robrt  White,  Secretary,  J  Committoe. 

Jno.  Murray,  Jr.  Chairman,  Of  the  Trustees 
Isaac  Collins,  Secretary,  S  of  the  School. 

Thomas  Eddy,  Chairman,  1  Of  the  Committee  of 
J.  M.  Ely,  Sccrotary,  S  Correspondence. 

Willet  Seaman,  Chairman,  1  Of  the  Committee  of 
Reuben  Leggett,  Secretary,  /  Ways  and  Means. 
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C.  D.  Coldew, 

P.  A.  Jay, 

Wm.  Slossen, 

Benj.  Clare* 

J.  M.  Ely, 

T.  A.  Emmett, 

Wm.  Sampson, 

Wm.  Johnson. 

The  following  persons  are  appointed  our  Delegates  to 
the  approaching  Convention. 

JOSEPH  CURTIS, 

WALTER  SAWYER, 

THOMAS  TUCKER, 

REUBEN  LEGGETT,  and 
JOSHUA  UNDERHILL. 

Referring  for  further  particulars  to  our  Delegates,  who 
will  enter  with  cheerfulness  into  such  measures  as  may  con¬ 
duce  to  the  general  good,  wc  conclude,  by  renewing  to  the 
Convention  our  congratulations,  on  the  important  points  that 
have  been  gained ;  and  on  the  increased  regard  which  the 
•object  of  emancipation  seems  to  have  secured  throughout 
our  country.  Humanity  is,  we  hope,  about  having  her  tears 
wiped  away  by  the  hand  of  public  justice ;  while  education  is 
preparing  to  grace  her  march,  and  religion  to  consolidate  and 
confirm  her  triumphs. 

8igned  in  behalf  of  the  society  in  New  York,  the  28th 
of  7th  month,  (July)  1817. 

CADWALLADER  D.  GOLDEN,  President 
Jeremiah  Thompson,  Secretary. 


V  Counsellors. 
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To  ike  Convention  for  promoting  the  Jlhoiilion  of 

Slavery ,  &c. 

Youii  Isp^'^OTrcgs'was  read  in  (his  society,  and  we  have 
reason  fu^ficvn  Vad  an  enlivening  influence  on  the  minds  of 
t)iu*c  «ti->rvclyVngnged  in  the  cause  of  the  oppressed  African. 
It  isNflmyrver  a‘  subject  or  great  regret,  that  this  number  is 
Very  srtiall.  Muuy  of  our  aged  brethren  have  retired  from 
the  contest,  and  with  our  benevolent  fellow  citizens  an  apathy 
prevails;  the  more  to  be  lamented,  as  we  fear  it  is  the 
result  of  a  mistaken  impression  that  the  work  is  ncnrly  ac¬ 
complished  ;  we  are  nevertheless  cheered  with  the  hope  that 
among  the  rising  generation,  not  only  within  the  bounds  of 
this  society,  but  throughout  the  union,  a  band  is  forming 
whose  exertions,  under  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence 
will  not  cease,  until  slavery  is  obliterated  from  the  land  of 
their  nativity,  and  enlightened  freedom  permanently  secured 
to  the  descendants  of  Africa. 

Agreeably  to  your  request  wo  subjoin  a  list  of  those  pc- 
cnliar  cases  which  have  claimed  the  attention  of  our  acting 
oommittcr.  Ky  reference  to  (his  list  taken  from  their  mi¬ 
nutes,  it  will  appear  that  the  number  of  eases  wherein  they 
have  been  concerned  is  fifty-three;  in  about  thirty  of  these 
cases,  the  committee  were  successful  by  rescuing  the  objects 
of  (heir  care  from  slavery,  and  thirteen  persons  were  given 
up  by  legal  authority  to  the  claimants,  or  dismissed  by  tho 
committee  for  want  or  proof.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the 
number  of  the  latter  should  lie  so  considerable,  especially  as 
there  is  reason  to  fear  that  many  have  returned  to  slavery  oh 
account  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring  the  necessary  documents 
and  testimony  to  substantiate  their  freedom.  Many  cases 
yet  remain  tinder  care,  in  some  of  which  suits  nro  depending 
and  a  favourable  result  sanguinrly  anticipated.  Among 
other  cases  which  have  claimed  the  attention  of  the  commit¬ 
tee,  we  may  observe  several  have  occurred  hr  which  people  of 
colour  brought  into  this  country,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  prohibiting  tlto  slave  tnuk;,  have  been  reremd 
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from  the  degrading  eonditicn  to  which  they  had  been  illegally 
reduced  and  restored  to  the  en  joyment  of  freedom.  A  very 
important  decision  has  recently  been  made  hv  the  supreme 
court,  by  which  the  freedom  of  children  born  in  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  is  completely  established,  although  the  mother  may  have 
been  a  runaway  slave. 

Notwithstanding  the  numerous  and  increasing  demands 
on  the  attention  of  our  acting  committee,  we  have  reason  to 
believe,  its  exertions  will  continue  unabated ;  they  have  cer¬ 
tainly  had  a  tendency  to  thwart  the  designs  of  those  avari¬ 
cious  and  unprincipled  marauders,  who  have  extensively 
combined  for  tbc  purpose  of  enslaving  their  fellow  beings, 
and  we  hope  a  persevering  attention  on  their  part,  aided  by 
that  of  our  fellow  labourers  in  other  sections  of  the  union, 
will  finally,  not  only  overthrow  that  combination,  but  create 
in  the  minds  of  our  feeling  fellow  citizens,  such  a  sense  of  the 
iniquity  of  slavery,  as  will  eventually  produce  its  entire 
abolition.  We  arc  unwilling  to  close  these  remarks  without 
acknowledging  the  prompt  and  cflicicnt  assistance,  which 
has  been  afforded  by  many  advocates  for  the  rights  of  hu¬ 
manity  in  the  southern  states,  where  wc  have  had  occasion  to 
open  a  correspondence  on  behalf  of  the.  oljcots  of  our  cure. 

The  education  of  children  of  African  descent  continues 
to  be  an  object  of  attention,  nnd  the  schools  tinder  our  care 
appear  to  promise  beneficial  results.  They  have  been  at¬ 
tended  during  the  past  year  by  an  nverage  number  of  seventy- 
two  boys  and  forty-five  girls  $  nnd  the  conduct  and  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  children  has  been  such  ns  to  give  iis  great  en¬ 
couragement  to  persevere  in  our  exertions  to  afford  them  in¬ 
struction,  We  are  well  convinced  that  on  their  proper  edu¬ 
cation  must  rest  our  hope  of  seeing  them  attain  that  estima¬ 
tion  which  they  ought  to  hold  in  society. 

In  addition  to  the  standing  committees  heretofore  in  our 
service,  another  has  been  appointed,  denominated  the  Ap¬ 
prenticing  Committee,  whose  duty  it  is  to  encourage  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  colour  to  bind  their  children  to  suitable  trades  and  oc¬ 
cupations,  and  to  assist  them  in  procuring  such  situations  us 
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would  he  likely  to  he  advantageous.  Although  the  labours 
or  this  committee  have  not  been  rewarded  with  all  the  suc¬ 
cess  which  we  had  anticipated,  yet  there  is  reason  to  expect 
the  appointment  will  prove  beneficial,  as  it  will  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  excite  the  attention  of  parents  to  the  importance  of 
the  object. 

The  great  deficiency  in  the  laws  of  the  United  States  on 
the  subject  of  slavery,  which  have  become  manifest  in  the 
course  oi  the  proceedings  or  our  Acting  Committee,  have  in¬ 
duced  us  once  more  to  apply  to  Congress  by  memorial  for  an 
amendment  therein.  A  copy  of  the  memorial  is  forwarded 
herewith,  by  reference  to  which,  those  particular  cases  of  de¬ 
ficiency  in  the  laws  which  claimed  our  attention  will  be  ap¬ 
parent.  Although  received  with  respect  by  Congress  and  re¬ 
ferred  with  other  memorials  on  this  subject  to  committees  in 
both  Houses,  we  regret  to  say,  thatno  law’  was  passed  at  the 
last  session  to  afford  the  desired  relief;  we  rely  however  on 
the  prevalence  of  that  sense  of  justice  which  resides  in  the- 
heart  of  man,  when  unprejudiced  by  avarice,  for  the  accom¬ 
plishment  at  a  succeeding  session  of  the  necessary  and  just 
improvements. 

A  new  edition  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  this  so¬ 
ciety  having  been  deemed  expedient,  a  committee  haB  been 
appointed  to  attend  to  the  printing  thereof;  and  with  the  in¬ 
tention  of  combining  extracts  from  such  laws  of  other  states 
or  legal  decisions  on  important  points  us  may  be  useful,  the 
assistance  of  members  of  Convention  frem  other  states  in  for¬ 
warding  this  work  is  desired  and  will  be  advantageous. 

We  have  appointed  Richard  Peters,  jr.  Tlios.  P.  Cope, 
Bcnj.  Tucker,  Joseph  Lea,  Joseph  M.  Paul,  Joseph  Parrish, 
Abraham  L.  Pennock,  Thos.  Shipley,  Roberts  Vaux  and  Ed¬ 
ward  Needles  to  represent  us  in  this  Convention  and  annex 
a  list  of  our  officers  for  the  current  year. 

Signed  by  order  and  on  bclmlf  of  the  Pennsylvania  So¬ 
ciety  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  &e. 

JOSEPH  M.  PAUL,  Vice  President* 
Attest,  Benjamin  Williams,  Secretary. 

Philadelphia,  6th  mo.  30  th*  1817, 
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List  of  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  promoting 
the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  &c.for  the  year  1817. 

PRESIDENT. 

CASPAR  WISTAR,  M.  D. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS. 

THOMAS  PARKER, 

JOSEPH  M.  PAUL. 

TREASURER. 

THOMAS  PHIPPS. 

SECRETARIES. 

BENJAMIN  WILLIAMS, 

ABRM.  L.  PENNOCK. 

Counsellors.  Wm.  Lewis,  Wm.  Rawle,  John  Hallowell, 
John  Sergeant,  Wm.  L.  Delany,  Richard  Peters,  jr.  Abra¬ 
ham  Chapman,  (Bucks,)  John  Ross,  (North,)  Chas.  Smith, 
(Lancaster,)  George  Fisher,  (Dauphin.) 

Electing  Committee.  Wm.  Wayne,  jr.  Wm.  Bryant, 
B.  €  reason,  G.  Gaw,  D.  J.  Davis,  Jos.  Parker,  A.  Shaw, 
W.  Folwell,  jr.  P.  Price,  jr.  E.  Needles,  H.  Troth,  B.  C. 
Parvin. 

Board  of  Education.  Joseph  Lea,  Wm.  Wayne,  jr. 
J.  Hinchman,  B.  Albertson,  B.  Cresson,  A.  Shaw,  L.  Ni¬ 
cholson,  P.  Price,  jr.  Thos.  Phipps,  H.  Troth,  Wm.  Fol 
well,  jr,  Samuel  Webb,  Jos.  M.  Paul. 

Apprenticing  Committee .  Joseph  Lea,  Thomas  Shipley, 
William  Master,  B.  Tucker,  T.  Owen,jr.  T.  Phipps,  ,W. 
Wayne,  jr.  A.  8haw,  A.  L.  Pennoek,  D.  J.  Dari*  W.  Fol- 
jr.  L.  Nicholson. 
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Committee  of  Correspondence .  Timothy  Pax  son,  Thomas 
P.  Cope,  Jonathan  Fell,  Roberts  Vaux,  Jonah  Thompson, 
Joseph  Lea,  Benj.  Williams. 


To  the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery ,  and  improving  the  condition  of  the  African  race. 

The  pi*acticc  of  kidnapping  free  negroes  has  become  so 
frequent  in  these  parts,  that  it  appeared  necessary  to  form 
an  association  for  their  protection,  and  some  humane  minds 
feeling  a  lively  interest  for  that  unfortunate  class  of  the  hu¬ 
man  family,  have  formed  an  association  denominated,  “  The 
Philanthropic  Society  of  Easton”  for  the  protection  of  those 
born  free,  unlawfully  sold  for  transportation,  or  held  in  bon¬ 
dage,  ns  well  as  those  entitled  to  their  freedom  at  a  given 
time  or  upon  a  contingency,  who  arc  so  often  cruelly  torn: 
from  the  bosom  of  their  families,  by  avarice  and  the  iron 
hand  of  tyranny. 

The  frequent  occurrence  of  these  enormities  has  induced 
us  to  use  our  utmost  exertions  by  petitioning  the  Legislature 
of  this  state  for  a  revision  of  her  laws  relating  to  that  peo¬ 
ple.  In  the  autumn  of  the  Inst  year  wc  prepared  petitions, 
and  distributed  through  the  several  counties  of  this  shore,  to 
agents  selected  by  us,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  signa¬ 
tures  of  as  many  of  the  friends  of  humanity  and  civil  liberty, 
as  was  practicable  in  their  several  neighbourhoods.  On  their 
return  to  us  wc  were  gratified  in  observing  a  long  list  of  the 
most  respectable  characters  of  each  county  joined  with  us  in 
our  prayer  ,*  yet  the  prevalence  of  feelings  in  one  branch  of 
our  Legislature  (long  cherished)  adverse  to  the  civil  rights  of 
that  unfortunate  class  of  society,  have  as  yet  prevented  us 
from  obtaining  the  law  prayed  for.  Though  foiled  in  our 
flrst  endeavours,  we  feel  a  hope,  from  the  numerous  calls 
upon  the  humane,  that  the  minds  of  the  members  of  our  next 
Legislature  will  be  induced  to  reflect  on  and  consequently  to 
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see  the  necessity  of  enacting  sireh  laws  as  shall  more  effectu¬ 
ally  sccuro  the  rights  of  this  oppressed  people,  and  bring  their 
persecutors  to  condign  punishment.  Reasoning  finis.  we  uro 
induced  to  hope  that  on  this  shore  the  rights  of  this  people 
are  more  clearly  seen  than  formerly. 

The  condition  and  situation  of  those  who  are  slaves 
amongst  us,  heretofore  kept  in  great  ignorance,  is  considera¬ 
bly  meliorated,  and  their  treatment  marked  with  more  hu¬ 
manity  than  in  times  past,  and  it  is  now  no  longer  creditable, 
but  considered  disgraceful  for  a  man  to  treat  his  slaves  cruel- 

ij- 

As  the  philanthropic  mind  in  (racing  the  subject  through 
all  its  parts,  has  cause  to  rejoice,  seeing  that  the  work  is 
(though  slowly)  moving  on  the  wheel,  governed  by  that  irre¬ 
sistible  Providence,  (though  nnscen  or  unfclt  by  many)  its 
revolution  will  be  steady  in  bringing  about  that  great  epoch, 
when  the  desert  shall  blossom  as  the  1*080,  and  all  men  shalf 
know  that  there  is  a  Gon  that  judgeth  in  (lie  earth. 

The  infancy  of  our  association  will  preclude  us  from  add¬ 
ing  much  to  the  general  stock  of  information,  yet  from  a  de¬ 
sire  to  gain  all  the  useful  information  in  onr  power,  we  have 
been  induced  thus  to  address  you,  and  officially  announce  (he 
establishment  of  this  society,  and  we  hope  our  feeble  effort 
will  enable  us  to  draw  from  your  enlightened  body,  much 
matter  worthy  of  our  consideration  and  improvement.  See¬ 
ing  as  we  do  the  great  necessity  of  using  every  effort  legally 
within  our  power  to  loose  the  bands  of  the  oppressed,  >vc  hope 
that  every  member  of  the  societies  represented  in  your  Con¬ 
vention,  will  use  Ills  utmost  endeavour  with  all  diligence  to 
promote  the  cause  of  the  oppressed  descendants  of  Africa. 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  direction  of  the  Philanthropic 
8ocicty>of  Easton,  (he  twenty-fifth  dny  of  the  Seventh  Months 
Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

ROBERT  MOORE,  President. 
Uhbut  Claylafd,  Secretary. 
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On  motion,  Joshua  Underhill,  Joseph  M«  Paul,  Jacob  M- 
rioks  and  James  Neal  were  appointed  to  examine  end  settle 
the  Treasurer's  account. 

Adjourned  to  4  o’clock,  P.  M. 


Four  o’clock,  P.  M.  Convention  met,  pursuant  to  ad¬ 
journment  Delegates  present  as  in  the  morning,  with  the 
addition  of  Joseph  Bringhurst  from  Delaware,  and  William 
W.  Moore  from  Maryland. 

A  communication  from  the  «  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Peo¬ 
ple  of  Colour”  in  Kent  county,  Delaware,  was  read,  sta¬ 
ting  the  appointment  of  Joseph  G.  Rowland,  Warner  Mif¬ 
flin  and  Ilcnry  M.  Godwin  as  its  Delegates  to  this  Conven¬ 
tion,  of  whom  Joseph  G.  Rowland  and  Henry  M.  Godwin 
now  attended. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Almlition  Soeltr 
ty  of  Delaware  was  read,  with  the  documents  therein  men¬ 
tioned,  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  arrangement. 


To  the  «  American  Convcntionfor  promoting  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery .” 

A  copy  of  the  minutes  of  your  proceedings  and  your  cir¬ 
cular  address  for  1816  were  received.  It  appears  that  the 
spirit  in  which  the  Convention  was  established  continues  to 
animate  with  an  honourable  zeal  the  advocates  of  the  oppress¬ 
ed  Africans.  We  hope  that  no  circumstances,  however  flat¬ 
tering,  may  be  permitted  to  lull  you  into  a  lukewarm  tem¬ 
per,  no  opposition  however  bold  and  threatening  may  impede/ 
your  generous  and  noble  labours.  The  band  of  worthies  who 
maintained  the  contest  against  tyranny  in  the  season  of  dark¬ 
ness  and  injustice,  supported  the  standard  of  truth  and  hu¬ 
manity  at  the  expense  of  great  personal  toll,  and  often  op- 
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posed  (heir  enemies  at  (he  peril  of  their  lives.  They  have 
passed  away  with  a  crown  of  honour  and  we  hope  (heir  man- 
tics  have  fallen  upon  their  successors.  In  some  districts 
where  those  great  and  good  men*  and  others  of  a  later  day 
have  laboured  with  unwearied  diligence  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Africans,  we  now  behold  with  surprize  and  regret  many  of 
their  descendants  fold’ng  their  arms  in  a  state  of  indifference, 
or  gazing  around  with  complacency,  as  if  this  great  work  of 
philanthropy  were  accomplished.  Much  has  been  effected, 
but  more  remains  yet  to  be  done.  Although  the  fetters  of 
personal  slavery  be  broken  and  the  captive  set  at  liberty,  yet 
if  his  mind  be  confined  in  the  bonds  of  ignorance,  lie  is  not 
half  a  freeman,  and  the  work  of  emancipation  remains  un¬ 
finished.  When  reason  and  religion  have  so  far  prevailed 
over  the  selfishness  of  our  nature  as  to  bring  the  people  to  a 
sense  of  moral  rectitude,  and  induce  legislatures  to  break  the 
chains  which  bind  the  person  of  the  slave,  it  then  becomes 
the  duty  of  the  Christian  to  o|»en  the  prison  door  of  the  mind 
and  pour  the  light  of  knowledge  on  the  darkened  under¬ 
standing. 

If  some  of  our  desires  lmvc  been  attained,  some  of  our 
views  realized,  wc  ought  not  too  easily  to  slide  into  self  con¬ 
gratulation.  Let  it  be  deeply  impressed  on  our  minds  that 
we  owe  the  descendants  of  Africa  a  debt  of  immense  magni¬ 
tude.  Wc  are  bound  by  the  laws  of  equity,  by  the  solemn 
requisitions  of  justice  to  pay  that  debt.  Can  we  discharge  onr 
obligations  in  any  way  so  effectually  as  by  communicating  to 
(lie  children  of  those  (from  the  sweat  of  whose  brows  we  ave 
derived  many  of  our  external  comforts)  a  portion  of  that 
knowledge  which  has  licen  the  source  of  our  enjoyments  and 
our  power?  The  Africans  who  were  dragged  from  their 
homes,  and  brought  in  floating  dungeons  to  our  shores,  wore 
out  the  vigour  of  their  lives  to  acquire  wealth  for  our  fathers. 
To  us  have  descended  the  fruits  of  their  toil,  and  wc  arc 
their  debtors.  In  places  where  onr  exertion  for  the  libera¬ 
tion  or  personul  preservation  of  the  African  is  no  longer  ne¬ 
cessary,  we  may  discharge  a  portion  of  our  debt  hv  opening 
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ilie  book  of  knowledge,  and  extending  to  their  mind*  the 
blessings  of  education. 

With  views  of  this  kind,  in  the  year  1810,  many  or  the  in¬ 
dividuals  composing  this  society,  associated  with  others  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  “l/ie  African  Softool  Society To  obtuin 
an  oflleial  account  of  the  progress  and  present  condition  of 
that  institution,  we  lately  requested  a  communication  from 
I  hem.  We  shall  send  you  a  ropy  of  their  report.  The  so¬ 
ciety  and  their  tutor,  a  man  of  colour,  have  manifested  a  de¬ 
gree  of  attention  to  their  duties  well  worthy  of  imitation. 

The  societies  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  have  mani¬ 
fested  a  liberality  in  furnishing  the  people  or  colour,  with 
the  mcnns  of  instruction  within  their  respective  districts, 
equally  honourable  to  the  hearts  and  understandings  or  those 
concerned.  We  hope  while  their  labours  arc  duly  appre¬ 
ciated  by  the  subjects  of  their  benevolence,  the  fruit  is  visi¬ 
ble  in  the  moral  utid  intellectusd  improvement  of  the  black 
people.  I ait  other  cities  ami  towns  follow  their  example, 
and  endeavour  to  prepare  the  African  descendants  for  the 
duties  or  civil  society. 

'Hie  state  of  Delaware  forming  a  boundary  line  between 
the  five  and  slave  states,  is  made  the  scene  of  much  illicit 
trade  and  frequent  transgression  of  the  rights  of  people  of 
colour.  Men  whom  avarice  has  changed  into  demons,  either 
purchase  blacks  who  owe  a  few  years  of  service,  or  kidnap 
those  who  arc  free,  and  bring  tliein  into  this  state  to  meet  by 
appointment,  lire  traders  of  the  south.  Thus  situated,  great 
watchfulness,  much  loss  of  time,  and  heavy  expenses  are  the 
lot  of  those  who  advocate  the  rights  of  tlic  black  people. 
Although  many  of  our  citizens  are  more  friendly  to  our 
views  than  they  were  a  few  years  ago,  yet  the  burthen  rests 
on  a  few ,  and  the  contributors  of  pecuniary  aid  are  very  limi¬ 
ted  in  number.  We  cannot  ufTord  either  money  or  time  to 
developc  and  prosecute  to  a  successful  issue,  the  numerous 
eases  of  cruelty  and  oppression  which  occur  within  our  li¬ 
mits.  But  we  entertain  a  hope  that  some  severe  examples 
of  punishment  for  kiflnapping,  which  have  lately  taken  place. 
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may  lessen  the  number  of  piratical  violators  of  the  liberties 
of  their  fellow  men.  William  Palmer,  John  and  Lewis 
.Tamcsson  and  Savary  Toy,  have  all  suffered  the  penalty  of 
tht  Jiiw  at  New  Castle  for  their  illegal  truffle  and  cruelly  to 
the  blacks. 

Others  however,  equally  guilty*  arc  roving  at  large  in  the 
spirit  of  wickedness,  untouched  by  the  hand  or  justice,  be¬ 
cause  we  have  not  the  pecuniary  means  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  their  prosecution. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  your  circular  letter,  we 
shall  furnish  you  with  some  statements  of  eases  of  kidnap¬ 
ping  and  other  illegal  conduct. 

One  of  the  senators  in  congress,  from  this  state,  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  two  bills  for  the 
11101*0  perfect  protection  of  the  people  of  colour  in  their  legal 
rights.  Our  society  communicated  to  him  several  well  au¬ 
thenticated  facts  to  show  the  necessity  of  such  protection, 
but  in  defiance  of  the  just  claims  of  the  sufferers,  the  bills 
were  lost.  We  presented  to  our  last  state  legislature  peti¬ 
tions  for  alterations  in  our  laws,  to  render  them  more  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  blacks.  A  bill  of  that  character  passed  the 
house  of  representatives,  hut  in  the  senate,  the  measure  did 
not  succeed. 

Last  w  inter  we  received  letters  from  Claiborne  Clifton, 
a  lawyer  of  South  Carolina,  informing  11s  that  he  had  several 
blacks  under  his  care  who  had  been  illegally  sold  to  slave 
traders  and  liberated  by  him  through  process  of  law.  He 
desired  information  respecting  David  Penuock,  who  was  kid¬ 
napped  from  Philadelphia — we  obtained  the  necessary  docu¬ 
ments,  and  Clifton  procured  his  freedom. 

That  benevolent  man  after  rescuing  those  persons  from 
bondage,  became  anxions  for  their  safe  conveyance  to  places 
of  security.  lie  wrote  to  us  on  the  subject.  AVc  learnt 
that  Henry  Godwin,  of  Cumden,  Delaware,  was  willing  to 
become  their  protector,  if  he  could  obtain  means  for  the 
payment  of  their  expenses.  The  society  nenr  Dover  and 
Camden,  raised  about  forty  dollars;  John  Cook  of  Philadel 
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pliia  procured  two  hundred  dollars,  and  the  society  of  Pela- 
ware  furnished  one  hundred  and  fifty.  With  less  than  four 
hundred  dollars,  during  the  coldest  weather  of  our  laBt  win¬ 
ter,  Henry  Godwin  travelled  to  Columbia,  Mouth  Carolina, 
and  received  from  C.  Clifton  four  liberated  blacks,  all  of 
whom  he  protected  and  conveyed  to  Philadelphia.  The  con¬ 
duct  of  Claiborne  Clifton,  anti  Ilenry  Godwin,  is  marked 
with  uncommon  zeal  anti  benevolence,  and  is  worthy  the 
particular  notice  of  the  Convention. 

We  meet  with  so  many  hopeless  cases  of  distress,  so  many 
embarrassments,  and  find  so  lew'  to  unite  in  bearing  the  toils 
anti  expense  of  the  concern,  that  we  arc  almost  ready  to 
abandon  the  work  in  despair.  But  there  are  moments  when 
we  are  animated  with  hope,  and  strengthened  with  confidence, 
that  divine  aid  will  be  afforded  for  our  support,  and  the  arm 
of  power  stretched  forth  for  the  protection  of  those  who  arc 
groaning  under  oppression. 

WM.  WICKES,  President. 


The  following  arc  the  officers  of  this  society. 


William  Wickes,  President,  f  Acting  Committee. 
William  Poole,  lyiee  t|c  j  IIf.nj.  Weiiu, 
EnwAitn  Wohukll,  j  ’  J  Isaac  Bkiuos, 

Wm.  Seal,  Treasurer.  j  Jonathan  Lambobn, 

Isaac  Jackson,  Secretary.  j  Ziba  Ferris, 
(.James  Briar, 


Signed  by  order  of  the  Abolition  Society  of  Delaware, 
Seventh  Month  25th,  1817, 

ISAAC  JACKSON,  Scer'y. 


The  minutes  of  the  acting  Committee  of  this  convention 
were  read,  w  ith  the  following  summary  report  of  their  pro¬ 
ceedings,  which  was  accepted. 
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2'o  the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition 
of  Slavery,  &c. 

The  acting  committee  report  a  summary  of  tlieir  proceed- 
ings  as  follows. 

An  edition  of  Clarkson's  History  or  the  Abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  abridged  by  Evan  Lewis,  bns  been  published — 
750  copies  have  been  subscribed  nnd  paid  for,  by  the  Mann- 
pnission  society  of  New  York — and  035  copies  by  tbc  Penn¬ 
sylvania  society  for  promoting  tbc  abolition  of  slavery,  and 
persons  resident  in  Philadelphia.  Considerable  progress  lias 
been  made  in  distributing  tbc  work  within  the  southern 
stati  s,  as  detailed  in  our  minutes — 3  or  400  copies  of  this  in¬ 
teresting  work  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  publisher,  exclu¬ 
sive  of  the  foregoing  1385 — which  may  be  had  at  the  origi¬ 
nal  subscription  price.  A  letter  has  been  written  to  Thomas 
Clurkson,  a  ntemtar  of  the  African  institution,  agreeably  to 
the  direction  of  the  late  Convention. 

By  information  received  from  Joseph  Bloomfield,  Esqr.  it 
appears  that  the  New  Jersey  abolition  society,  is  considered 
as  being  dissolved. 

The  president  of  the  Kentucky  abolition  society,  states 
that  a  deputation  will  not  attend  the  Convention  tbc  pivsent 
sitting*— but  that  at  a  future  meeting,  they  contemplate  send¬ 
ing  a  representation. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

JOSEPH  M.  PAUL. 

Philadelphia,  Eighth  Month,  (Aug.)  5, 1817. 


The  committee  of  arrangement  presented  a  report  which 
was  read,  and  recommitted  to  them  for  further  considers 
tfoo. 
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Two  letters  addressed  to  a  member  of  the  acting  com® 
nrittee,  b,y  David  Barrow,  president  of  the  «  Kentucky  abo¬ 
lition  society,”  together  with  the  minutes  of  a  meeting  of 
that  society,  held  in  October  18i6,  were  read,  and  being  in¬ 
teresting  to  the  Convention,  were  referred  to  the  committee 
of  arrangement. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  that  when  this  Convention  adjourn* 
it  do  adjourn  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  ten  o'clock. 

Adiourned, 


August  6th,  1817. 

At  ten  o’clock,  A.  M.  convention  met.  Present, 


Richard  Peters,  jun. 
Joshua  Underhill, 
Joseph  Curtis, 
Thomas  Tucker, 
Joseph  M.  Paul, 
Roberts  Vaux, 
Thomas  Shipley, 
Abraham  L.  Pcnnock, 
Benjamin  Tucker, 
Joseph  Lea, 


Edward  Needles, 
Joseph  Parrish, 
Evan  Lewis, 

Jacob  Alrieks, 
Joseph  Bringlinrst, 
James  Ncall, 
William  W.  Moore, 
Joseph  G.  Rowland, 
Henry  M.  Godwin, 
Walter  Sawyer. 


The  Convention  having  proceeded  in  the  discussion  of 
several  Important  subjects,  none  of  which  resulted  in  any 
resolution— s(\journcd  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


August  7th  1817. 

Nine  o'clock,  A.  M.  Pursuant  to  atyounimeKit*  the  Con¬ 
vention  again  met,  Present, 
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Richard  Peter*,  jr. 

Joseph  Curtis, 

Joshua  Underhill, 

Thomas  Tucker, 

Joseph  M.  Paul, 

Thomas  Shipley, 

Abraham  L.  Pennock, 

Benjamin  Tucker, 

Joseph  Lea, 

The  committee  of  arrangement  reported  as  follows  : — 

To  the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition 
of  Slavery. 

'Hie  committee  of  arrangement,  to  whom  the  communi¬ 
cations  for  the  several  societies  established  for  promoting 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  were  referred  ;  and  to  whose  con¬ 
sideration  the  subjects,  to  which  the  attenlion  of  tho  Conven¬ 
tion  may  be  directed,  have  been  submitted  :  Respectfully 
report. 

The  committee,  in  common  with  every  member  of  the  Con¬ 
vention,  have  derived  the  highest  satisfaction  from  the  pro¬ 
gress  towards  the  emancipation  of  people  of  colour,  which 
has  been  made  in  the  state  of  New  York,  since  the  last  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Convention.  The  enactment  of  a  Jaw  in  that  exten¬ 
sive  and  popular  commonwealth,  by  which  a  period  has  been 
dcterminately  fixed  and  established,  after  which  negro  slave¬ 
ry  has  ceased  within  its  limits,  Is  an  event,  at  which  every 
friend  of  humanity  must  rejoice.  In  this  important  and 
just  concession  in  favour  of  rights  so  long  invaded  and  deni¬ 
ed  j  and  in  the  many  labours  of  that  association,  known  to 
us  from  other  sources*  ns  veil  as  by  its  communications  to 
the  present  contention*  are  seen  the  (amiable  and  strenuous 


Edward  Needles, 
Evan  Lewis. 

Jacob  Alrieks, 
Joseph  Bringhurst, 
James  Neall, 
William  W.  Moore, 
Joseph  G.  Howland, 
Waiter  Sawyer, 
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efforts  in  tlie  cause  of  abolition  of  the  New  York  Society,  for 
promoting  the  manumission  of  slaves,  and  protecting  such  of 
them  as  have  been  or  may  be  liberated. 

The  organization  of  a  society  at  Easton,  in  the  state  of 
Maryland,  ami  the  representation  of  that  association  and  of 
the  society  for  the  relief  of  the  people  of  colour,  in  Kenteoun- 
ty,  Delaware,  by  delegates  at  this  Convention,  are  sources  of 
peculiar  gratification  to  the  committee. 

From  the  exertions  of  **  the  Philanthropic  society  of  Eas¬ 
ton,”  and  of  the  society  in  Kent  county,  Delaware,  much 
may  be  expected.  They  will  contribute  to  the  dissemination 
of  truths,  the  influence  of  which  will  be  irresistible  ;  and 
the  fostering  care  of  these  institutions  will  be  extended  to 
those  of  the  African  race,  who,  although  freed  from  bon¬ 
dage,  suffer  from  the  influence  of  their  former  servitude, 
and  who  arc  exposed  to  the  nrts  of  those  who  would  again 
reduce  them  to  their  former  bondage. 

The  letters,  received  from  the  president  of  the  abolition 
society  of  the  state  of  Kentucky,  by  a  member  of  the  act¬ 
ing  committee  of  the  Convention,  which,  w  ith  the  papers  ac¬ 
companying  them,  have  been  under  the  consideration  of  the 
committee,  furnish  proofs  of  zeal  and  activity  in  the  cause 
of  the  emancipation  of  the  people  of  colour,  highly  honoura¬ 
ble  to  the  president  and  members  of  the  Kentucky  society, 
und  pleasing  to  the  committee.  The  absence  of  delegates 
from  that  society  to  the  Convention,  Is  sensibly  felt  by  the 
committee. 

The  attention  of  the  committee,  has  been  particularly 
drawn  to  the  propriety  of  increasing  the  number  of  socie¬ 
ties  for  furthering  the  progress  of  abolition  in  the  United 
States;  by  the  distinguished  suecesswhirh  has  attended  the 
exertions  of  the  New  York  societies ;  by  the  well  founded  an¬ 
ticipations  of  benefits  to  the  cause,  which  the  formation  of 
the  Easton  Philanthropic  society  has  authorised ;  and,  hy 
the  advantages  which  have  resulted  from  the  labours  of  the 
Kentucky  and  other  societies.  Asa  measure  of  first  traps- 
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lance,  the  committee  therefore  respectfully  recommend  the 
adoption  of  means,  to  promote  and  obtain  an  increase  of  so- 
deties Tor  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

The  committee,  with  deep  regret,  perceive  from  the  com¬ 
munications  submitted  to  them,  the  extent,  frequency  and 
success  of  efforts,  in  many  of  the  states  of  the  union,  to 
carry  into  bondage  persons  of  colour  who  are  fi*ee,  and  who 
arc  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  enjoyments  of  liberty. 
While  the  high  price  paid  for  persons  of  this  description  in 
the  southern  states,  holds  out  such  rich  allurements  to  ava¬ 
rice  and  crime,  practices  of  this  kind  will  continue,  unless 
the  strong  arm  of  legislation  in  the  different  states,  and  of 
the  United  States,  shall  he  exerted  to  aid  and  protect  the  vic¬ 
tims  of  these  lawless  violences,  and  to  punish  with  increas¬ 
ed  severity  these  offenders  against  every  institution,  both  hu¬ 
man  and  divine.  The  provisions  of  the  laws  of  several  of  the 
states, are  altogether  insufficient  for  the  prevention  of  offen¬ 
ces  against  them,  and  they  should  be  supplied  w  ith  new  and 
increased  punishment s.  The  artifice  and  cunning  of  those, 
who  are  engaged  in  this  barbarous  traffic,  enabled  them  to  es¬ 
cape  in  many  instances,  the  grasp  of  the  law  ;  and  schemes 
lor  the  accomplishment  of  their  purposes,  are  now  in  fre¬ 
quent  and  secure  use,  which  were  not  contemplated  when 
flic  laws  now  in  force  were  adopted. 

The  committee  therefore,  respectfully  submit,  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  entrust  to  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Convention,  the  collection  of  all  (lie  provisions  of  the  luwsof 
the  several  slates,  and  of  the  United  States  relating  to  kid¬ 
napping  people  of  colour,  with  instructions  to  lay  the  same 
before  the  Convention.  To  the  same  committee  may  also, 
with  great' propriety,  he  confided  the  duty  to  ascertain  and  re¬ 
port  to  the  Convention  the  provisions  or  the  laws  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  relating  to  the  interference  and  agency  of  citizens 
of  the  United  Slates  in  the  slave  trade,  now  carried  on  out 
of  their  territories  and  jurisdiction.  That  some  of  our  citi¬ 
zens,  are  engaged  in  this  nefarious  and  wicked  pursuit,  is 
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well  known;  and  that  the  prohibitions  of  our  law  for  their 
punishment  arc  inadequate,  is  justly  apprehended. 

When  the  Convention,  shall  l>c  in  possession  of  the  informa¬ 
tion  on  these  subjects  w  hich  the  committee  to  be  appointed 
will  be  enabled  to  furnish ;  they  may  take  the  practice  of 
kidnapping,  and  the  agency  of  our  citizens  in  the  foreign 
•slave  trade  into  consideration,  and  adopt  such  measures  in 
relation  to  them  as  may  he  deemed  proper  and  necessary. 

The  committee  recommend,  that  the  acting  committee  be 
directed  to  open  a  correspondence  with  Claiborne  Clifton, 
l  isq.  of  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  and  that  they  present  to 
him  and  to  Henry  Godwin,  the  thanks  of  this  Convention 
lor  their  noble  exertions  in  the  cause  of  the  oppressed  people 
of  colour. 

It  has  been  the  usual  course  adopted  by  such  Conventions 
as  this,  which  is  now  holden,  to  communicate  to  the  socie¬ 
ties  by  whose  delegates  they  have  been  formed,  such  views  of 
the  interests  under  their  charge,  as  may  promote  the  success 
of  the  common  design.  Your  committee  respectfully  submit 
that  at  no  period,  with  more  propriety  than  at  the  present, 
could  such  an  address  be  made.  The  great  work  is  progress¬ 
ing  ;  the  cause  of  oppressed  Africnns  strengthens  daily;  and 
the  attention  and  talents  of  many  of  our  most  distinguished 
citizens  in  sect  ions  . of  our  country,  over  which  prejudice  and 
darkness  have  heretofore  prevailed  in  relation  to  it,  are  di¬ 
rected  to  its  prosperity  and  protection. 

The  committee  therefore,  recommend  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  different  societies 
for  promoting  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States. 

All  whieh  is  respectfully  submitted. 

1UCHAUD  PETERS,  jr.  Chairman  of  the  committee. 

On  motion,  the  following  committees  were  appointed, 
agreeably  to  the  suggestions  of  the  committee  of  arrange¬ 
ment.  viz  : 
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On  tlic  subject  of  promoting  an  increase  of  abolition  socie¬ 
ties  in  the  United  States, 

Thomas  Tucker,  Henry  M.  Godwin, 

Joseph  Bringhurst,  William  W.  Moore. 

Abraham  L.  Ponnock, 

To  ascertain  the  provisions  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  several  states,  relativo  to  kidnapping  and 
the  provisions  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  prohibiting 
the  interference  and  agency  of  our  citizens  in  the  slave  trade, 
oat  of  the  territories  and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 

Bichard  Peters,  junr.  Joseph  Curtis. 

Joseph  M.  Paul, 

To  prepare  an  address  to  the  different  societies,  for  the 
promotion  of  tire  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States, 

Evan  Lewis,  William  W.  Moore, 

Joseph  Curtis,  Joseph  G.  Howland. 

Joseph  Lea, 

On  motion,  the  acting  committee  were  instructed  to  open  a 
correspondence  with  Claiborne  Clifton,  Esijr.  and  present  to 
him  and  to  Henry  M.  Godwin  the  thunks  of  this  Convention, 
agreeably  to  the  rccommcndntion  of  the  committee  of  ar¬ 
rangement.  Ad  journed  to  half  past  three  this  afternoon. 


Half  past  three  o’clock,  P.  M. 
Pursuant  to  adjournment,  (lie  Convention  ugaiu  met  Pre¬ 
sent  the  delegates  as  in  the  morning. 

The  subject  of  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour  in  the 
United  States,  claimed  the  attention  of  the  Convention,  nnd 
after  much  interesting  discussion, 
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Oil  motion,  resolved,  that  a  committee  of  seven  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  colonization  of  the 
five  people  of  colour,  nnd  to  report  what  further  steps  it 
limy  he  proper  for  the  Convention  to  take  in  relation  there¬ 
to: — ami  Richard  Peters,  junr.  Joseph  Bringhurst,  Walter 
Sawyer,  Evan  Ix*wis,  Dr.  Joseph  Parrish,  Thomas  Shipley, 
and  Joseph  M.  Paul  were  appointed. 

The  committee  on  the  subject  of  promoting  an  increase  of 
nbolition  societies  in  the  United  States,  made  the  following 
report  which  was  read  niid  accepted. 


To  Ihc  .Imeriraii  Contention  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of 
such  measures  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  promote  the 
increase  of  abolition  societies  in  the  United  States,  report  it 
as  their  opinion  that  the  subject  should  be  recommended  to 
the  particular  attention  of  the  societies  which  arc  now  es¬ 
tablished,  through  the  medium  of  the  circular  address,  di¬ 
rected  to  he  prepared  and  forwarded  to  them.  And  further, 
.that  the  acting  committee  of  this  Convention  he  instructed 
to  use  their  best  exertions  for  the  promotion  of  that  valua¬ 
ble  object  in  such  places  as  they  may  deem  neeessary. 

Connected  with  these  views,  the  committee  believe  it  im¬ 
portant  that  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention  be  more  ex¬ 
tensively  circulated  than  has  heretofore  been  usual. 

By  order  of  the  committee, 

THOMAS  TUCKER,  Chairman. 

The  committee  to  ascertain  the  provisions  of  the  laws  of 
(he  United  plates,  relative  to  kidnapping,  Ac.  offered  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report,  which  was  accepted  and  the  resolutions  an¬ 
nexed  thereto  were  adopted. 
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To  the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition 
of  Slavery. 

The  committee  to  whose  consideration  the  laws  of  the 
several  states,  relative  to  kidnapping,  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  relative  to  the  interference  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  in  the  slave  trade.  Report, 

That  they  have  examined  the  laws  relative  to  the  said  sub¬ 
ject,  and  lay  the  same  before  the  Convention,  and  they  re¬ 
commend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions. 

On  behalf  or  the  Committee, 

II.  PETERS,  juiir. 

Resolved,  that  the  Convention  consider  the  provisions  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  several  states  rela¬ 
tive  to  kidnapping  people  of  colour,  defective  and  insufficient 
for  the  prevention  of  the,  injuries  done  to  those  who  arc  the 
victims  of  this  wicked  and  unjustifiable  practice. 

Resolved,  that  the  Convention  consider  the  provisions  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  interference  and 
agency  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the  slave  trade,  now 
carried  on  out  of  the  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  defective  and  insufficient  to  prevent  thoso  violations 
of  the  principles  of  humanity,  and  of  the  intentions  of  the 
national  legislature. 

Resolved,  that  the  acting  committee  of  the  Convention,  be 
instructed  to  take  under  their  particular  charge,  the  means 
of  procuring  such  alterations  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  several  states,  relative  to  kidnapping,  and 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  slave  trade, 
ms  maybe  necessary  and  proper;  and  that  for  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  these  objects,  they  have  power  to  appoint  and 
procure  an  agent,  whose  expenses  shall  he  paid  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  Convention,  to  repair  to  Washington  at  the  next 
session  of  oongress,  who  shall  promote  (he  success  of  a  pe¬ 
tition  to  be  presented  to  that  body  in  the  name  of  the  Con- 
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vent i on,  and  that  the  committee  communicate  to  the  several 
abolition  societies  ol'  tlic  several  states,  the  provisions  of 
the  different  laws  relative  to  the  practice  of  kidnapping, 
which  have  been  reported  to  the  Convention,  and  recommend 
that  a  petition  be  presented  to  the  legislature  of  the  state  in 
which  each  society  is  established,  praying  for  the  enactment 
of  a  law  more  effectually  to  remedy  the  defects  now  existing 
in  the  present  provisions. 

On  motion,  resolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  raising  funds  for 
the  purpose  of  affording  aid  to  such  abolition  sooieties  as  may 
require  pecuniary  assistance.  Joseph  Curtis,  Thomas  Ship- 
ley,  and  Edward  Needles  were  appointed.  Adjourned  to  10 
o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 


August  8th ,  1817. 

At  ton  o’clock,  A.  M.  Convention  again  met  Present* 


Richard  Peters,  junr. 
Joshua  Underhill, 
Joseph  Curtis, 
Thomas  Tucker, 
Joseph  M.  Paul, 
Thomas  Shipley, 
Benjamin  Tucker, 
Edward  Needles, 
Abraham  L.  Pcnnock 
Joseph  Lea, 


Joseph  Parrish, 
Roberts  Vaux, 

Evan  Lewis, 

Jacob  Alricks, 
Joseph  Bringhurst, 
James  Neall, 
William  W.  Moore, 
Joseph  G.  Rowland, 
Henry  M.  Godwin, 
Walter  8awyer. 


The  committee  on  the  subject  of  colonization  offered  the 
following  report  and  resolution,  which  after  deliberate  dis¬ 
cussion,  were  approved  and  adopted,  viz  : 
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To  the  American  Convention/or  promoting  the  Abolition 
of  Slavery. 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  duty  of  con¬ 
sidering  the  subject  of  colonization,  and  proposing  such  fur¬ 
ther  measures  as  may  bo  proper  for  the  -adoption  of  this 
Convention,  report : 

That  the  Convention  having  at  its  last  session  had  under 
its  consideration,  the  subject  or  colonizing  the  emancipated 
people  of  colour,  and  a  petition  having  been  presented  to  the 
congress  of  the  United  States,  and  a  correspondence  com¬ 
menced  by  the  acting  committee,  with  Thomas  Clarkson  in 
relation  to  this  object,  the  committee  regard  the  Convention 
ns  bound  to  notice  this  interesting  concern  at  the  present  ses¬ 
sion. 

They  have  perceived  the  complexity  of  the  subject  and 
felt  the  magnitude  of  the  task  which  you  have  placed  upon 
them  ;  they  have  endeavoured  anxiously,  and  with  candour  to 
examine  the  subject  in  all  its  licarings,  and  although  they 
arc  sensible  of  the  responsibility,  they  will  not  shrink  from 
(hat  expression  of  sentiments,  which  by  your  appointment  has 
heroine  their  duty. 

The  present  is  a  very  extraordinary  and  eventful  moment 
— many  of  the  advocates  of  humanity,  of  tho  protectors  of 
persons  or  colour,  and  of  the  holders  of  slaves,  appear  to 
have  united  their  views,  and  concentrated  their  powers  for 
the  attainment  of  one  great  object — an  object  of  imposr.ig 
aspect  and  pregnant  with  the  most  important  consequences 
to  the  future  welfare  of  our  coloured  population.  Borne  pro¬ 
ject  for  colonization  appears  to  occupy  the  minds  of  a  great 
multitude  of  our  fellow  citizens,  but  us  yet,  opinions  arc  va¬ 
rious  and  unsettled.  There  is,  however,  one  society  organ¬ 
ized,  whose  declared  purpose  at  present,  is  the  colonizing  of 
fbo  free  people  of  colour  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  In  that  socie¬ 
ty,  there  is  united  a  large  portion  of  talent  and  virtue ;  but 
while  they  admire  the  mental  power,  ami  contemplate  with 
affectionate  pleasure  the  dignified  and  benevolent  intentions 
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of  its  members,  they  must  express  their  unqualified  toish. 
that  m  plan  of  colonization  will  receive  the  support  of  per¬ 
sons  ’lioso  characters  have  extended  so  widely  the,  sphere  of 
their  influence,  or  shall  ho  permitted  to  go  into  effect,  with¬ 
out  an  immutuhlo  pledge  from  the  slave  holding  states  of  a 
just  and  wise  system  of  gradual  emancipation. 

They  deem  it  unnecessary  to  enter  at  large  on  the  reason¬ 
ing  which  this  proposition  forces  on  their  understandings, 
and  therefore  close  their  report  by  offering  the  following  re¬ 
solution. 

Resolved,  as  the  sense  of  this  convention,  and  explanatory 
of  its  views  of  this  interesting  subject,  that  the  gradual  ami 
total  emancipation  of  all  persons  of  colour,  and  their  litera¬ 
ry  and  moral  education,  should  piveede  their  colonization. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 
RICTIAUl)  PKTERS.jr.  Chairman. 
Adjourned  to  *  o’elock  this  afternoon. 


Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Convention  met.  Present  tfio  delegates  as  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  with  the  exception  of  Roberts  Vaux. 

The  committee  to  examine  and  settle  the  treasurer's  ac¬ 
counts,  submitted  the  follow  ing  statement  and  report,  which 
were  agreed  to,  nnd  Thomas  P.  Cope  w  ns  desired  to  pay  the 
balance,  nnd  transfer  the  stock  to  the  present  treasurer  of 
the  Convention. 

The  American  Convention  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Starr 
trade  in  account  with  Thomas  P.  Cope,  Treasurer. 


Dr.  Cr. 

1810  By  balance  due  at  last  settlement  -  5  03  28 

Jan.  13  March  dividend  on  8  shares  stock,  Ph.  Bk.  32  00 

1817  Sept.  do.  8  do.  do.  2k  00 

May  3  Dividend  last  0  mo.  8  do.  do.  28  00 

Amount  due  the  American  Convention,  fee.  8  140  23 

THOMAS  P.  TOPIS,  'IVrasmrr. 


Fifteenth  Convention/595 


To  the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition 
of  Slavery,  &e. 

The  committee  appointed  to  settle  the  Treasurer's  account, 
report, 

That  they  have  performed  the  duty  assigned  to  them. 
The  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  this  day  is  S149 
28  cents,  as  per  the  above  statement.  In  addition  to  the  above 
sum  the  Convention  hold  eight  shares  of  Philadelphia  bank 
stock,  which  at  par  arc  worth  800  dollars. 

Respectfully  submitted,  Eighth  Month,  1817. 

JOSHUA  UJSDEUIIILL, 
JOSEPH  M.  PAUL. 
JACOB  ALUICKS, 
JAMES  JVEALL. 

On  motion,  resolved  that  the  acting  committee  he  instruct* 
ed  to  purchase  one  hundred  copies  of  Clarkson’s  History  of 
the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  abridged,  and  to  distribute 
the  same  in  the  states  of  Kentucky  ami  Tennessee,  and  that 
they  be  authorized  to  draw  on  the  treasurer  for  the  amount 
of  the  cost  thereof. 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  Roberts  Yaux,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  books  therein  mentioned  ;  when  on  motion, 
resolved,  that  the  president  be  requested  to  present  the  thanks 
of  this  Convention  to  Roberts  Vaux,  Esqr.  for  his  donation 
of  six  copies  of  «  Memoirs  of  the  life  of  Anthony  Benezct.” 

To  the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition 
of  Slavery,  &c.. 

Willi  this  note  arc  transmitted,  six  copies  of  Memoirs  of 
Uio  life  of  Anthony  Benezct.  It  is  my  wish  that  the  dele* 
gales  from  each  society,  may  accept  one  of  them,  to  lie  de¬ 
posited  in  the  library  of  the  respective  associations,  and  that 
a  copy  be  retained  among  the  books  and  papers  of  the  Con¬ 
vention. 
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I  have  only  to  regret  (lmt  this  little  volume,  so  imperfect¬ 
ly  displays  the  unexampled  labours  and  benevolence  of  one 
of  the  most  illustrious  and  bumble  philanthropists,  that  per¬ 
haps  ever  adorned  our  country. 

ROBERTS  VAUX. 

Binvood  Lodge,  Eighth  Month,  C,  1817. 

The  following  resolution  of  the  Pennsylvania  abolition 
society,  was  read,  and  on  motion  directed  to  be  entered  on 
the  minutes  of  this  Convention. 

At  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  promot¬ 
ing  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  held  Sixth  Month ,  26th,  1817, 

On  motion,  resolved,  that  the  sum  of  sixty  dollars  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  towards  defraying  the  expen¬ 
ses  of  the  ensuing  session  of  the  «*  American  Convention  for 
promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  Ac.” 

From  the  minutes. 

B.  WILLIAMS,  Secretary. 

To  the  American  Convention. 

The  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of 
raising  funds  for  the  aid  of  such  abolition  societies  as  may 
need  assistance,  offered  the  following  report  and  resolution,, 
which  were  adopted. 

To  the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition 
of  Slavery. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  to  take 
into  consideration  the  propriety  of  raising  funds  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  affording  aid  to  such  abolition  societies  as  may  re¬ 
quire  pecuniary  assistance. 

Report,  that  they  have  taken  the  subject  into  considera¬ 
tion,  and  agree  in  sentiment,  that  as  the  funds  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  which  according  to  the  constitution  are  intended  for  tbfcl 
E 
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purpose^  arc  inadequate  thereto,  at  this  time,  they  respect¬ 
fully  submit  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  that  the  acting  committee  be  instructed  to  apply 
to  the  different  societies,  and  such  persons  as  they  may  think 
proper,  to  promote  contributions  for  the  purpose  of  increas¬ 
ing  the  funds  of  the  Convention,  in  order  that  such  societies 
as  need  pecuniary  aid,  may  have  that  assistance  which  their 
peculiar  situation  may  require,  and  that  the  money  so  raised 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  and  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  acting  committee  for  the  purpose  above  men¬ 
tioned. 

J.  CURTI8,  Chairman; 

On  motion,  resolved,  that  the  following  persons  compose 
the  acting  committee  of  this  Convention  until  the  next  ses¬ 
sion,  and  that  three  of  that  committee  constitute  a  quorum 
for  the  transaction  of  business,  viz : 

For  JV*«e  York. 

Joshua  Underhill. 

For  Pennsylvania. 

Thomas  Shipley,  Joseph  M.  Paul, 

Beqjamin  Tucker,  Abraham  L.  Pennoek, 

Joseph  Lea. 


For  Delaware . 

Evan  Lewis. 

For  Kent  county  (Delaware.) 

Joseph  G.  Rowland. 

For  Easton  (Maryland.) 

William  W.  Moore. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  se¬ 
veral  abolition  societies  in  the  United  States,  presented  an 
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essay,  which  being  read,  was  with  some  alterations  adopted, 
as  follows. 

To  the  Molilion  and  Manumission  Societies  in  the  United 
States. 

The  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  being  again  assembled  to  take  into  consideration 
the  means  for  advancing  the  important  object  which  the 
friends  of  this  righteous  cause  have  in  view,  the  ultimate  and 
entire  abolition  of  slavery,  deem  it  their  duty  to  address 
the  different  societies  associated  for  the  purpose  of  further¬ 
ing  this  desirable  object. 

We  have  learned  with  peculiar  satisfaction,  through  the 
medium  of  the  communications  made  to  this  Convention  from 
the  societies  by  whom  it  has  been  constituted,  that  the  friends 
of  abolition  in  different  parts  of  the  United  Slates,  still  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  animated  by  an  active,  laudable  and  honourable 
zeal  in  the  cause  of  oppressed  humanity,  and  that  much 
good  has  been  effected  by  their  exertions.  In  numerous  in¬ 
stances,  the  shackles  of  the  captive  have  been  broken  and 
the  unhappy  victim  of  cupidity  and  avarice,  illegally  held  in 
bondage,  has  been  set  free. 

The  legislature  of  New  York,  by  the  timely  exertions  of 
the  manumission  Boeiety  of  that  state,  assisted  by  many  be¬ 
nevolent  individuals,  hav*  been  induced,  since  the  last  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Convention,  to  fix  a  period  for  the  final  termina¬ 
tion  of  slavery.  When  we  see  the  labours  of  the  friends  of 
abolition  prosper  thus  in  their  hands,  and  their  laudable  ex¬ 
ertions  crowned  with  ultimate  success,  it  ought  to  animate 
and  strengthen  us  in  continuing  to  promote  so  good  a  eause, 
and  to  fix  in  us  a  determination,  under  the  blessing  nf 
heaven  to  persevere  unto  the  end.  Much  has  already  been 
done.  Thirty-seven  years  ago,  in  all  the  states  form¬ 
ing  the  American  commonwealth,  slavery  was  legalized. 
Now  we  ean  enumerate,  nine  states  in.  which  slavery  is 
abolished,  or  docs  not  exist ;  two  of  whieti  ore  among  the 
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largest,  the  most  populous,  and  the  most  wealthy  states  irt 
the  union.  But  much  remains  yet  to  be  done.  Whilst  there 
exist  in  our  country  more  tlmn  one  million  two  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  slaves,  shall  we  he  hilled  into  fancied  se¬ 
curity  because  much  has  already  been  gained  ?  because  so 
ninny  members  of  the  human  family  have  been  rescued 
from  the  thraldom  or  this  worst  of  moral  and  political  evils, 
and  have  had  realized  to  them  the  great  truth,  that  all  men 
are  created  equally  free,  aud  that  no  legislative  enactments, 
uo  customs,  or  hereditary  claims  can  alienate  this  birth¬ 
right  of  man  ?  I^et  us  he  aroused  to  continual  watchfulness ; 
and  whilst  we  are  influenced  by  a  becoming  zeal  in  the  enuse 
of  oppressed  humanity,  let  us  never  depart  from  the  original 
ground  wo  have  assumed,  the  ultimate  and  entire  abolition 
of  slnrery  in  our  fund.  This  was  the  original  and  great 
purpose  for  which  we  associated,  and  it  has  hitherto  been 
the  light  shining  out,  and  directing  us  in  nil  our  exertions. 

At  no  period  were  circumspection  and  vigilance  more  ne¬ 
cessary  than  at  the  present.  The  prohibition  of  the  slave 
trade  from  abroad,  has  given  rise  to  a  system  of  traffic  in 
our  fellow  beings,  as  lawless,  and  as  cruel,  as  that  which  for¬ 
merly  prevailed  on  the  African  coast.  Kidnapping,  which 
ofTers  such  temptations  to  avarice,  has  become  a  system,  and 
it  is  notorious  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  the 
several  states,  nre  Altogether  inadequate  to  its  suppression 
or  prevention.  Whatever  may  be  the  activity,  and  however 
successful  the  industry  of  those  who  are  hostile  to  these  bar¬ 
barous  invasions  of  the  rights  of  our  fellow  beings,  in  detect¬ 
ing  such  practices  and  arresting  the  guilty,  so  long  ns  the 
laws  are  insufficient  for  the  punishment  of  such  offences, 
the  perpetrators  will  rontinue  in  their  work  of  wickedness. 
The  Convention  therefore  recommend  to  the  different  socie¬ 
ties,  and  request  individuals  to  have  presented  as  early  as 
practicable,  memorials  to  their  respective  state  legisla¬ 
tures  and  to  the  general  government ;  calling  their  attention 
to  this  important  subject,  in  order  that  measures  may  he  ta 
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ken  more  effectually  to  check  these  unjustifiable  and  nefari¬ 
ous  practices. 

The  formation  of  societies  where  they  do  not  now  exist,  is 
also  deemed  a  matter  of  primary  importance  to  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  great  cause  wc  have  in  view.  By  their  means 
may  be  disseminated  more  extensively,  those  principles  and 
views  which  we  maintain  and  avow,  and  tho  innocent  vic¬ 
tim  of  cruelty  and  avarice  may  be  shielded  from  tho  hand 
of  lawless  violence. 

The  moral  and  religious  instruction  of  the  people  of  co¬ 
lour  is  also  an  important  consideration  with  the  friends  of 
abolition.  For  it  is  to  little  purpose  that  the  body  is  loosed 
from  the  fetters  of  slavery,  if  the  mind  remain  shackled  by 
ignorance  and  superstition.  The  man  who  is  uninlightcncd, 
and  thus  disqualified  for  the  enjoyment  of  rational  liberty,  is 
not  half  a  freeman.  The  great  debt  we  owe  to  this  people, 
i*  not  discharged  when  their  freedom  is  procured.  Wc  arc 
hound  hv  the  obligation  of  Christianity,  to  impart  to  them 
the  blessings  of  education,  ami  that  light  and  knowledge 
which  wc  have  received;  by  which  means  wc  shall  enlarge 
the  hounds  of  their  usefulness,  and  of  their  happiness.  The 
Convention  therefore  earnestly  recommend  to  the  different 
societies  and  to  individuals  interested  in  the  cause,  the  for¬ 
um!  ion  and  establishment  of  schools,  for  the  instruction  of 
coloured  people,  in  their  respective  neighbourhoods.  The 
success  that  hns  already  attended  such  schools  where  they 
have  been  established,  furnishes  assurances  that  from  this 
source  muy  lie  anticipated  the  happiest  results. 

Signed  on  behalf,  nnd  by  order  of  the  Convention.  Phila¬ 
delphia,  August  8th,  1817. 

RICHARD  PETERS,  jr.  President 

Attest,  WALTER  SAWYER,  Secretary. 

Resolved,  that  tho  acting  committee  be  instructed  to  pre¬ 
pare  tho  minutes  of  this  Convention  for  publication,  and  to 
publish  such  number  of  copies  thereof,  and  of  the  address 
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to  the  several  abolition  societies  as  they  may  deem  proper, 
and  that  they  transmit  them  to  the  several  societies  in  the 
usual  proportions. 

Resolved,  that  the  acting  committee  be  requested  to  pre¬ 
sent  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  to  the  select  council,  for 
the  use  of  their  chamber. 

On  motion,  resolved,  that  the  acting  committee  be  instruct¬ 
ed  to  have  collected  and  bound  ten  copies  of  the  minutes  of 
the  Convention  from  its  commencement,  and  forward  one 
copy  to  each  abolition  society  in  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  that  the  acting  committee  give  at  least  three 
months  notice  of  the  next  meeting  of  this  Convention  to  the 
several  abolition  societies. 

Resolved,  that  the  constitution  of  the  Convention  be  referr¬ 
ed  to  the  acting  committee  to  suggest  such  alterations  and 
amendments  therein  as  they  may  think  proper.  Adjourned 
•ine  die. 


W.  SAWYER,  Secretary. 


ERRATA. 

Page  12)  line  IB,  for  North  read  Northumberland, 
rage  st,  li.e  Si,  for  Popdwnri 
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or  THE 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  A  SPECIAL  MEETING  OF 

T1\E  FIFTEENTH 


FOR  PROMOTING  THE 


ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY, 

AND  IMPROVING 

THE  CONDITION  OF  TIIE  AFRICAN  RACE, 

ASSEMBLED  AT  PHILADELPHIA, 


OX  THE  TENTH  DAT  OF  DECEMBER,  1118,  AND  CONTINUED 
IT  ADJOURNMENTS  UNTIL  THE  FIFTEENTH  Or 
THE  SAME  MONTH,  INCLUSIVE. 


PHILADELPHIA, 

PRINTED  FOR  THE  CONVENTION, 

BT  HALL  &  ATKINSON,  S3,  MARKET-STREET. 

1818. 
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Philadelphia ,  November  7th ,  1818. 
Sir, 

The  acting  committee,  of  the  American  Conven¬ 
tion  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  and  im¬ 
proving  the  condition  of  the  African  race,  having 
communicated  to  me  the  resolution  of  two  societies, 
requiring  a  call  of  the  Convention,  and  I  having  con¬ 
curred  with  those  societies  and  with  the  committee 
in  the  propriety  of  the  measure;  I  do  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  and  in  execution  of  the  duties  imposed  on  me 
as  President  of  that  body,  call  such  a  meeting  at  this 
city,  on  the  10th  day  of  December,  at  11  o’clock, 
in  the  Court  room  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  south  east  corner  of  Sixth  and  Chesnut 
streets:  I  request  you  to  make  this  known  to  the 
Societv,  over  which  you  preside,  and  also  that  you 
communicate  it  to  the  Delegates  to  the  Convention 
appointed  by  your  society. 

The  present  period  is  one  of  deep  and  increasing 
interest  to  those  who  have  the  happiness  and  welfare 
of  the  descendants  of  Africa  at  heart.  The  subject 
of  colonization  is  important,  and  it  has  been  consider¬ 
ed  by  many,  that  it  has  become  the  duty  of  the  friends 
of  abolition  to  act  in  relation  to  it.  The  recent  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  some  of  the  Southern  states,  by  which 
persons  who  have  been  imported  as  slaves,  in  con¬ 
travention  of  Laws  of  the  United  States,  hate  been 
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sold  into  slavery,  and  the  proceeds  of  this  outrage 
against  humanity,  morality  and  justice  received  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  has  justly  excited 
universal  indignation.  The  wide  and  firm  progress 
of  opinion  in  favour  of  emancipation  and  abolition, 
among  numbers  of  our  most  distinguished  fellow 
citizens,  and  the  benefits  which  may  result  from 
united  efforts  in  their  favour,  while  these  sentiments 
prevail,  demand  attention.  These  are  among  the 
subjects  which  will  claim  the  consideration  of  the 
Convention. 

It  is  therefore  earnestly  and  anxiously  desired,  that 
the  meeting  of  the  Convention  be  attended  by  every 
one  of  its  members,  and  I  solicit  you  to  employ  your 
personal  influence  to  obtain  this  object. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Jun. 

President. 
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MINUTES 


OF  THE 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  A  SPECIAL  MEETING  OF 

TRX  YYFTXX2S-TH 

AMERICAN  CONTENTION 

FOR  PROMOTING  THE 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY,  &c. 


Philadelphia ,  December  10/Ji,  1818. 

At  a  Special  meeting  of  the  Fifteenth  American 
Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery, 
convened  at  Philadelphia,  December  10th,  1818, 
the  chair  was  taken  by  the  President,  and  in  the 
absence  of  the  Secretary,  Isaac  M.  Ely  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  that  office. 

By  reference  to  the  former  minutes  and  creden¬ 
tials  now  produced,  it  appears  that  the  following 
persons  are  members  of  this  Convention. 

From  New  York, 

Peter  A.  Jay,  Theodore  Dwight, 

Isaac  M.  Ely,  Hiram  Ketchum, 

Joshua  Underhill,  Nathan  Comstock, 

Hugh  M‘Cormick, 
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Pennsylvania . 

William  Rawle,  Joseph  Parrish, 

Abraham  L.  Pcnnock,  Richard  Peters,  Jun. 
Benjamin  Tucker,  Joseph  Lea, 

Joseph  M.  Paul,  Thomas  Shipley, 

Roberts  Vaux,  Edward  Needles. 

Columbia ,  (Penn.) 

William  Wright,  Stephen  Boyer, 

William  J.  Houston,  Samuel  DufReld, 

Charles  A.  Morris,  Jesse  P.  Haines, 

William  Kirkpatrick,  James  Hopkins, 

Jonas  Preston,  Joseph  Mifflin. 

Delaware. 

Edu  ard  Worrell,  Jacob  Alricks, 

John  Reynolds,  William  Gibbons, 

Evan  Lewis,  Joseph  Bringhurst, 

Samuel  Hilles. 

Kent  County ,  [Del.) 

Joseph  G.  Rowland,  Warner  Mifflin, 

Henry  M.  Godwin, 

Easton ,  (Md.) 

James  Ncall,  William  W.  Moore. 

Of  whom  were  present — 

Peter  A.  Jav,  Isaac  M.  Ely,  Hugh  M‘Cormick, 
Hiram  Ketchum,  William  Rawle,  Abraham  L.  Pen- 
nock,  Benjamin  Tucker,  Joseph  M.  Paul,  Roberts 
Vaux,  Joseph  Parrish,  Richard  Peters,  jr.  Thomas 
Shipley,  Edward  Needles,  William  Wright,  Jonas 
Preston,  Joseph  Mifflin,  Edward  Worrell,  John  Rey¬ 
nolds,  Evan  Lewis,  Samuel  Hilles,  Joseph  Bring¬ 
hurst. 
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Communications  were  then  read  from  the  New- 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Columbia,  Delaware  and  Eas¬ 
ton,  Societies,  when  on  motion,  Resolved,  that  said 
communications  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  ar¬ 
rangement,  with  instructions  to  report  thereon,  and 
also  to  suggest  such  other  subjects  as  they  may  deem 
proper  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  Convention. 

Abraham  L.  Pennock,  Peter  A.  Jay,  Hiram 
Kctchum,  Evan  Lewis,  Jonas  Preston,  and  Richard 
Peters,  Jun.  were  appointed  to  compose  said  com¬ 
mittee. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  that  the  acting  committee 
cause  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  of  this  day 
with  the  address  of  the  Societies,  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Convention. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  that  when  the  Convention 
adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  again  at  10  o’clock  to- 
morrow  morning.  Adjourned. 


To  the  “  American  Convention  for  promoting 
the  Abolition  of  Slavery ,  and  improving  the 
condition  of  the  African  race,”  to  he  assem¬ 
bled  at  Philadelphia  on  the  10 th  of  Decem¬ 
ber ,  1818. 

The  “  New  York  Society  for  promoting  the  ma¬ 
numission  of  slaves,  and  protecting  such  of  them  as 
have  been  or  may  be  liberated”  have  received  the  com¬ 
munication  of  the  President  of  that  body,  notifying  a 
call  of  the  Convention  at  the  time  above  mentioned 
Before  noticing  particularly  the  objects,  which  will 
principally  occupy  the  deliberations  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  the  Society,  in  consideration  that  their  report 
will  probably  meet  the  public  eye,  would  improve 
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this  opportunity  to  remark  upon  some  of  those  causes, 
which  oppose  themselves  to  the  rapid  dissemination  of 
those  blessings,  which  they  are  anxious  to  confer. 

It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  the  condition  of  slaves 
in  this  country  has  within  a  few  years  become  much 
meliorated;  they  are  treated  with  more  kindness  and 
humanity  by  their  masters  than  formerly;  they  enjoy 
not  only  by  the  laws  of  most  of  the  states,  but  by  a 
sort  of  common  consent  arising  from  the  increased 
light  which  has  been  lately  shed  on  the  subject  of 
slavery,  more  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  men. — 
To  those,  who  have  been  at  all  attentive  to  the  sub¬ 
ject,  the  cause  of  this  improved  condition  of  the  yet 
wretched  sons  of  Africa  is  obvious:  but  to  those, 
who,  while  they  profess  joy  that  the  slave  is  treated 
more  like  a  human  being  than  heretofore,  it  ought  to 
be  stated,  that  this  improvement,  which  is  the  subject 
cr  *heir  congratulations,  may  for  the  most  part  be 
traced  to  the  active  and  unremitted  exertions  of  the 
friends  of  Universal  Emancipation. — Against  oppo¬ 
sition  the  most  imposing,  in  the  face  of  difficulties 
that  would  have  deterred  any  other  than  resolute 
hearts,  the  friends  of  abolition  have  pursued  their 
silent  yet  determined  march;  and  it  is  an  unspeakable 
consolation,  that  though  they  are  yet  at  a  sightless 
distance  from  the  termination  of  their  labours,  flowers 
have  already  sprung  up  in  their  path;  they  have  al¬ 
ready  heard  the  paeans  of  liberty  sung  by  thousands 
of  redeemed  captives,  and  tens  of  thousands  there 
are,  who,  though  not  yet  completely  emancipated,  no 
more  rise  to  curse  die  day  that  gave  them  birth. 

But  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  an  argument  is  drawn 
from  the  very  fact  of  the  improved  condition  of 
slaves  in  this  country,  calculated  in  some  measure  to 
oppose  further  advancement  in  the  cause  of  aboli¬ 
tion.  It  is  said  that  slaves  are  kindly  treated;  that 
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they  lvave  sufficient  to  cat,  arc  well  clad,  and  that 
they  are  contented  in  their  situations;  that  if  they 
were  made  free  and  compelled  to  support  themselves, 
they  would  not  be  as  well  off  in  the  particulars  stated, 
and  the  friends  of  abolition  are  requested  to  compare 
the  condition  of  slaves  thus  provided  for,  with  that 
of  some  of  those  persons  of  colour  who  are  free,  but 
who  are  nevertheless  among  the  most  idle  and  disso¬ 
lute  to  be  found  in  society.  The  society  are  well 
aware  that  reasoning  of  this  sort  is  almost  universally 
resorted  to  by  slave  holders  themselves,  and  they 
regret  to  find,  that,  in  some  instances,  it  has  in¬ 
fected  the  minds  of  those,  who  are  well  disposed 
to  emancipation;  thereby  either  paralysing  their 
exertions,  or  rendering  them  neutral  in  the  contro¬ 
versy.  It  would  be  uncharitable  to  suppose  that  all, 
in  whose  mouths  this  reasoning  is  found,  are  insin¬ 
cere.  No:  the  truth  of  the  remark  is  very  obvious 
in  the  present  case,  that  men  are  more  frequently  in¬ 
correct  in  their  opinions  than  in  their  feelings.  To 
those,  who  are  deeply  interested  in  opposing  the  end 
which  the  friends  of  emancipation  propose  to  their 
labours,  it  is  hardly  to  be  anticipated  that  what  the 
society  deem  correct  reasoning  on  this  subject  will 
be  addressed  with  much  effect;  but  to  those,  who 
are  disposed  to  investigate  the  subject  impartially, 
they  would  say,  “  come,  let  us  reason  together.” 

It  is  presumed  now  too  late  to  deny  that  the  minds 
of  the  African  race  are  susceptible  of  as  much  im¬ 
provement,  of  as  noble  motives  of  action,  as  the 
whites.  If  there  be  a  lingering  doubt  on  this  sub¬ 
ject  in  the  mind  of  any  man,  the  society  would 
confidently  refer  him  to  the  African  free  school  of 
New  York.  Let  him  visit  that  school,  and  lie  will 
find  within  its  walls,  as  many  germs  of  greatness,  as 
much  longing  and  ardent  desire  after  intellectual  ag¬ 
grandisement,  as  in  any  other  of  equal  numbers, 
and  of  like  organization  in  that  city. 
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If  then  the  descendants  of  Africa  are  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  human  souls,  susceptible  of  as  much  im¬ 
provement  as  our  own;  although  they  may  be  in  a 
measure  contented,  they  cannot  be  happy  in  a  state 
of  slavery  ,  unless  ignorance  be  the  parent  of  hap- 
ptiness.  If  contentment  be  happiness,  then  is  the 
brute  that  perishes  more  happy  than  the  human  be¬ 
ing;  for,  when  lie  has  browsed  his  fill,  he  is  con¬ 
tented:  and  the  human  being,  upon  whom  every 
art,  that  the  imagination  of  his  fellow  beings  could 
devise  for  a  succession  of  ages,  has  been  practised 
to  graduate  his  mind  to  the  level  of  brutal  instinct, 
may  be  contented,  when  the  cravings  of  his  hunger 
are  satisfied,  and  his  body  protected  from  the  in¬ 
clemency  of  the  weather.  But  shall  this  be  called 
happiness  ?  Was  the  human  soul,  which  is  an  ema¬ 
nation  from  the  Deity,  made  to  be  thus  degraded? 
What  man  of  observation;  what  man,  who  has  taken 
a  retrospect  of  his  fellow-men  from  the  dawn  of  so¬ 
ciety  to  the  present  day;  who  is  familiar  with  the 
long  catalogue  of  crimes,  and  the  vast  amount  of 
human  misery,  which  have  either  been  produced  by 
ignorance,  or  could  have  been  prevented  by  intelli¬ 
gence;  will  answer  this  question  in  the  affirmative  ? 
No;  it  is  a  truth,  that  the  human  mind  was  given 
for  cultivation:  That  happiness  is  alone  derivable 
from  its  progress  in  the  path  of  knowledge  and  virtue. 
Else  why  does  the  establishment  of  schools,  and  se¬ 
minaries  of  learning,  meet  such  general  approba¬ 
tion?  Why  are  these  establishments  regarded  by 
all  wise  and  good  men  as  the  proudest  specimens  of 
a  nation’s  grandeur?  Why  the  highly  praiseworthy 
attempts  to  cultivate  the  minds  of  that  interesting 
but  long  neglected  class  of  the  community,  the  deaf* 
and  dumb?  Can  any,  who  has  beheld  the  sparkling 
eye,  the  animated  countenance,  of  a  deaf  mute, 
when  the  passage  was  first  opened  to  the  introduce 
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lion  of  knowledge  to  his  mind,  when  he  received 
the  first  correct  ideas  of  nature,  and  of  nature’s 
God,  withhold  his  assent  to  the  proposition,  that 
knowledge  is  the  proper  aliment  for  the  human  mind. 
If  this  be  not  so,  why  the  mighty  exertions  in  some 
countries  of  Christendom  to  send  the  light  of  intelli¬ 
gence  to  the  darkest  corners  of  the  globe  ?  Can  it  be 
possible,  that  the  zeal  which  distinguishes  the  present 
age,  the  knowledge  of  which  begets  in  the  mind  of 
the  Christian  and  the  Philanthropist  the  most  exhil¬ 
arating  hopes;  can  it  be  possible,  that  all  this  zeal  is 
only  calculated  to  mingle  the  cup  of  bitterness  for 
man  ?  Certainly  it  is  so,  if  ignorance  be  the  parent 
of  happiness.  But  it  will  doubtless  be  admitted, 
even  by  many  slave-holders,  that  it  is  laudable  to 
instruct  the  deaf  and  dumb;  that  it  is  Godlike  to 
civilize  and  christianize  the  natives  of  America,  the 
Indian,  and  the  African,  in  his  own  country.  But 
the  African,  within  our  borders,  is  an  object  of  mi¬ 
nor  concern.  When  it  is  seen  that  in  some  por¬ 
tions  of  our  country  he  is  degraded  almost  to  the 
level  of  the  brute;  when  it  may  be  seen  that  to  cul¬ 
tivate  his  mind  is  practicable,  he  is  still  neglected; 
nay  more,  he  is  forbidden  in  some  states  of  the  union 
to  receive  that  pittance  of  cultivation,  which  the  hand 
of  philanthropy  would  afford  him  in  his  degraded 
state:  the  light  of  knowledge  is  debarred  his  mind 
by  solemn  municipal  provisions.  The  Society  for¬ 
bear  to  express  the  mingled  feeling  of  indignation  and 
regret,  which  arises  in  their  bosoms  at  the  recollec¬ 
tion  that  such  things  are  in  a  country  so  enlightened 
as  our  own;  nor  do  they  deem  it  their  province  to  pro¬ 
nounce  maledictions;  but  if  there  be  an  Almighty 
Governor,  who  delights  in  justice,  and  who  will 
judge  man  according  to  his  actions,  they  would  not 
like  to  be  the  individuals,  who  aid,  abet,  or  consent 
to,  any  regulations,  which  oppose  the  growth  and 
expansion  of  the  human  mind.  Wc  do  not  hesitate 
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to  declare  to  the  world,  that  our  object  is  not  simply 
to  meliorate  the  physical  condition  of  the  sons  of 
Africa:  we  will  never  rest  satisfied  till  every  exer¬ 
tion  in  our  power  has  been  made  to  emancipate  their 
minds.  We  long  for  the  time,  when  the  language 
may  be  addressed  to  every  African,  and  inculcated 
in  his  mind;  thou  art  an  accountable  being;  thou  wast 
born  with  a  right  equal  to  that  of  any  other  man  to 
life,  liberty,  and  enjoyment;  thou  art  an  heir  of  im¬ 
mortality.  And  a5  a  most  important  step  towards 
the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  the  Society  re¬ 
quire  that  the  African  shall  be  redeemed  from  slave¬ 
ry.  Truly  the  advocates  of  slavery  may  be  con¬ 
sistent,  when  they  withhold  knowledge  from  the 
mind  of  the  African.  If  his  body  must  be  held  in 
thraldom,  the  light  of  moral  truth  would  discover 
to  him  the  .abjectness  of  his  condition,  and  awake 
him  to  a  sense  of  his  numerous  wrongs.  This  So¬ 
ciety  have  ever  been  anxious  therefore  for  the  eman¬ 
cipation  of  the  slave,  that  motives  to  improvement 
may  be  more  successfully  addressed  to  his  mind; 
that  he,  and  his  children,  may  come  in,  and  be  par¬ 
ticipators  in  that  philanthropy  which  characterises 
the  present  age,  and  which  seeks  to  instruct  and  en¬ 
lighten.  We  are  by  no  means  of  the  opinion  that  the 
execution  of  this  design  towards  the  African  race 
will  be  unattended  with  difficulties.  But  it  is  not 
anticipated  that  any  more  difficulties  will  attend  this 
undertaking  than  to  enlighten  and  instruct  any  other 
people,  to  debase  whom  such  pains  have  been  taken. 
As  ignorant  human  beings,  they  have  claims  upon 
our  philanthropy;  but  as  beings,  who  owe  their 
wretchedness  to  us,  justice  demands  that  to  us  they 
should  also  owe  their  deliverance. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks  the  Society  would 
now  observe  in  relation  to  the  objects  for  which  this 
meeting  is  specially  called,  that  they  arc  manifestly 
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of  mu  till  importance,  and  well  worthy  the  serious 
attention  of  the  American  Convention.  The  recent 
sale  of  slaves  in  Georgia  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States  has  excited  in  this  community  an  almost  uni¬ 
versal  feeling  of  surprise  at  so  shameful  an  outrage 
upon  liu inanity  and  consistency  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States.  The  Society  hope  that  there  will  be 
no  exertions  wanting  on  the  part  of  the  Convention* 
to  procure  a  repeal  of  the  law  by  which  this  sale  was 
authorised. 

The  Society  feel  pleasure  in  stating  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion  that  the  school  under  their  charge  still  conti¬ 
nues  to  flourish.  The  number  now  instructed  in  the 
school  is  about  three  hundred;  and  the  applicants 
for  admission  for  some  time  past  have  been  more  nu¬ 
merous  than  could  be  accommodated.  From  the 
latter  circumstance  the  Society  some  time  since  de¬ 
termined  to  erect  another  school-house,  as  soon  as 
sufficient  funds  could  be  collected  to  authorise  the 
undertaking.  An  appeal  was  therefore  made  to  the 
munificence  of  our  members,  and  of  our  fellow  citi¬ 
zens  at  large.  This  appeal  was  not  made  in  vain : 
already  have  funds  been  collected  to  authorise  a  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  building,  and  the  Society  have  only 
been  deterred  from  proceeding  in  the  execution  of 
their  plan,  by  their  not  being  able  as  yet  to  procure 
a  situation  so  eligible  as  is  desired. 

Since  the  last  Convention,  the  standing  committee 
of  the  Society  have  manifested  their  usual  diligence: 
through  their  exertions,  sixty  of  the  African  race 
have  been  rescued  from  slavery,  and  there  are  now 
twenty  undecided  cases  under  their  care.  These 
numbers  appear  on  the  records  of  the  committee; 
but  besides  these;  as  great  a  number  owe  their  free¬ 
dom  to  the  private  exertions  of  individual  members, 
of  which  the  Society  have  no  record. 
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The  Society  would  also  inform  the  Convention, 
that  since  their  last  report,  they  have  devised  a  plan 
extending  their  care  to  certain  of  the  children,  who 
have  been  instructed  in  their  school,  after  they  have 
left  the  school ;  in  putting  them  out  to  some  useful 
trade  or  employment.  It  has  long  been  a  subject  oi 
regret  to  tlic  Society  that  the  children  educated  at 
frheir  school,  have  been  suffered,  after  leaving  it,  to 
waste  their  time  in  idleness,  thereby  incurring  those 
vicious  habits,  which  were  calculated  to  render  their 
previous  education  worse  than  useless.  To  remedy 
this  evil,  the  plan  above  mentioned  was  devised.  A 
committee  is  appointed  by  the  Society,  called  the 
Indenturing  Committee,  whose  duty  is  to  provide 
places  for  those  children,  who  may  have  completed 
their  education,  either  at  a  trade  or  some  other  em¬ 
ployment.  The  committee  will  take  especial  care 
that  the  persons  with  whom  the  children  may  be 
placed,  shall  be  these  of  good  characters;  and  while 
on  the  one  hand  they  shall  insist  that  the  children 
demean  themselves  with  propriety,  they  will,  on  the 
other  extend  their  guardian  care  to  them,  and  provide 
that  they  shall  not  become  the  subjects  of  oppression 
or  tyranny.  This  plan  has  been  communicated  to 
the  parents  and  guardians  of  those  children  who  are 
sent  to  the  school,  at  a  public  meeting  for  that  pur¬ 
pose;  and  as  far  as  their  opinion  on  the  subject  can 
be  gathered,  it  was  veiy  favourably  received.  In 
the  expression  of  their  opinion,  as  to  the  situations 
to  be  preferred  for  those  children,  who  may  be  inden¬ 
tured,  the  Society  gave  a  decided  preference,  and 
strongly  recommended  agricultural  pursuits.  They  , 
are  well  persuaded  that  pursuits  of  that  nature  arc  | 
far  more  conducive  to  the  moral  improvement  of 
those  under  their  charge,  than  the  pursuits  of  the 
city,  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances.  The 
plan  of  which  the  general  outline  is  above  given,  has 
not  yet  been  put  in  complete  operation,  but  it  is  one 
from  which  wc  anticipate  the  most  salutary  results. 


Abolition  Societies/616 


Id 

Before  closing  this  communication  we  would  direct 
the  attention  of  the  Convention  to  another  subject 
which  we  deem  of  much  importance.  It.  is  well 
known  that  the  inhabitants  of  South  America  have 
long  been  engaged  in  a  bloody  contest  with  the  mo. 
ther  country  for  their  independence.  Whether  they 
will  ultimately  succeed  or  not  we  hazard  no  predic¬ 
tion;  but  the  Convention  must  be  well  acquainted 
with  the  fact,  that  the  propriety  of  an  acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  their  independence  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  has  been  urged  with  much  zeal  in  Congress; 
and  it  is  probable  that  the  subject  will  be  called  up 
again  the  present  session.  As  the  Slave  Trade  has 
been  carried  on  to  almost  an  unprecedented  extent 
by  the  Colonics  on  the  Spanish  Main,  this  Society 
have  determined  to  present  a  Memorial  to  the  Con¬ 
gress  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  which  Memo¬ 
rial  is  herewith  scnt,you. 

In  all  the  discussions  in  Congress  on  the  subject 
of  South  American  independence,  a  provision  fof 
the  welfare  of  the  African  race  has  never  to  our 
knowledge  formed  an  item.  It  is  therefore  request- 
ed  that  the  application  on  the  part  of  this  Society  may 
be  seconded  by  the  zeal  and  influence  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion;  and  wc  do  hope,  that  the  Legislature  of  our 
Country,  if  they  ever  consent  to  acknowledge  the 
independence  of  any  or  all  of  the  Spanish  colonies, 
will  endeavour  to  obtain  from  them  an  abandonment 
of  the  Slave  Trade. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Society  aforesaid, 
CADWALLADER  D.  COLDEN, 

President; 

A 'ew-Yorfc,  November  21th,  1818. 

Copy  of  the  Memorial  to  Congress,  referred  to  in  the  preceding 
Address. 

The  Memorial  of  the  “  New  York  Society  for  promoting  the 
Manumission  of  Slaves,  and  protecting  such  of  them  as  have 
been  or  may  be  liberated,”  respectfully  sheweth. 
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That  we,  your  Memorialists,  have  in  common  with  the  rest 
of  our  fellow  citizens,  observed  with  solicitude  the  course  and 
progress  of  the  revolution  in  South  America;  and  have  felt,  as 
individuals,  a  strong  desire,  that  genuine  principles  of  civil  li¬ 
berty  might  prevail  there,  either  under  liberal  and  equitable  re¬ 
cognitions  from  the  European  governments,  with  which  the 
provinces  of  the  southern  hemisphere  were  connected,  or  in  a 
state  of  entire  separation  and  independence. 

On  the  general  character  of  the  revolution;  the  causes  which 
led  to  it ;  the  means  by  which,  or  the  objects  for  which,  it  has 
been  maintained,  or  resisted;  or  on  the  policy  which  it  may  be 
expedient  for  this  country  to  observe  in  the  present  crisis;  we 
intentionally  foibear  expressing  an  opinion.  We  are  satisfied 
that  our  public  authorities,  possessing  full  information  on  these 
subjects,  are  inclined  to  adopt  such  a  course  as  will,  on  the  one 
hand,  shew  the  stedfastness  of  their  attachment  to  the  principles 
of  free  government;  and  on  the  other,  that  impartiality  and  mo¬ 
deration,  which  befits  a  great  nation,  desirous  of  maintaining 
peace  with  the  world,  and  prouder  of  the  conquests  achieved 
by  the  example  of  her  institutions  and  morals,  than  of  the  vic¬ 
tories  purchased  by  her  sword. 

There  is  one  subject,  however,  on  which  the  paramount  laws 
of  humanity  give  the  government  of  the  United  States  a  right 
to  insist,  in  determining  upon  the  relations  which  shall  hereaf¬ 
ter  be  maintained  between  this  Country  and  the  South  Ameri¬ 
can  Provinces.  It  it  the  African  Slave  Trade. 

If  the  friendship  of  our  Country;  powerful  in  her  influence 
and  resources;  equitable  in  her  intercourse  with  foreign  nations; 
elevated  in  her  intellectual  and  moral  character;  and  diffusive 
in  her  benevolence;  is  not  worth  the  sacrifice  of  this  abomina¬ 
ble  trade,  we  hope  that  the  active  exercise  of  this  friendship 
may  be  withheld,  wherever  that  sacrifice  is  refused. 

We  had  indulged  in  the  expectation,  that  amidst  the  light 
and  benevolence  of  the  nineteenth  century,  nations,  by  whom 
the  honors  of  this  trade  had  been  witnessed,  and  who  were 
themselves  struggling  to  be  free,  would  have  felt  the  necessity 
of  recommending  their  condition  to  the  moral  sympathy  of  the 
world,  by  coupling  with  the  resolves,  which  announced  their 
own  emancipation,  a  solemn  pledge  that  this  iron-hearted  traffic 
should  exist  no  longer.  We  regret  to  state,  that  thus  far,  this 
expectation,  so  justly  formed,  has,  except  in  a  single  instance, 
been  disappointed. 

We  did  hope  also,  that  Spain  herself  would  have  perceived 
the  importance  of  yielding  something  in  this  respect  to  the 
lmov.n  public  opinion  of  this  Country;  especially  as  it  was  in 
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accordance  with  the  avowed  wishes  of  ihe  greater  part  of  Eu¬ 
rope-  Hut  almost  every  arrival  from  the  West  Indies  brings  us 
intelligence  that  this  work  of  plunder  and  of  cruelty  is  going  on 
in  her  hands  with  renovated  ardour,  insatiable  avarice,  and  to 
an  extent  heretofore  unparalleled.  The  gazettes  of  this  very 
day,  on  which  we  resolve  to  transmit  to  your  our  memorial, 
announce  the  importation  into  Havanna  on  the  29th  October, 
and  the  1st  November,  of  this  year,  in  only  six  vessels,  and  all 
but  one  of  infeiior  size  to  a  ship,  the  number  of  seventeen  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-two  slaves. 

The  lands  ol  North  America  were  once  crimsoned  with  this 
stain.  Hut  better  times,  und  better  principles  have  succeeded. 
She  has  done,  and  is  doing,  much,  to  atone  for  the  past;  and 
we  believe  she  now  has  it  in  her  power  to  repay  in  some  sort 
the  injuries  she  has  formerly  inflicted  on  Africa,  by  a  timely  and 
rigorous  interference,  which  will  be  honourable  to  her  charac¬ 
ter  in  the  estimation  of  the  world,  and  what  is  of  more  conse¬ 
quence  to  her,  will  he  a  noble  and  efficient  tribute  to  the  claims 
of  suffering  humanity. 

We  therefore  respectfully  request  that  this  subject  may  be 
duly  considered  by  your  honourable  body,  and  that  some  effec¬ 
tive  provisions  respecting  it,  may  be  ordered  to  be  strongly 
insisted  upon,  in  any  arrangements  which  may  hereafter  be 
definitively  entered  into  between  this  Country  and  Spain,  or 
the  Provinces  of  South  America. 

CAD W A LL A D ER  D.  COLDEN,  President. 


To  the  “American  Convention  for  promoting 
the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  to  be  assembled  ill 
Philadelphia  on  the  10 th  of  December .  1818. 

The  Pennsylvania  Society  for  promoting  the 
Abolition  of  Slavery,  arc  aware  of  the  difficulties 
which,  at  this  season,  will  attend  an  extraordinary 
meeting  of  delegates  from  the  different  societies  re¬ 
presented  in  the  Convention;  yet  they  believe  the  oc¬ 
casion  such  as  to  have  justified  the  call,  and  that  the 
present  is  a  period,  when  interchange  of  sentiment 
and  union  of  action,  among  the  advocates  of  humani¬ 
ty,  arc  particularly  desirable. 
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Among1  the  objects  which  we  conceive  as  most 
conspicuously  requiring  your  attention,  is  the  sale 
which  has  been  made  by  the  public  authorities  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  individual  states,  of  per¬ 
sons  illegally  imported  as  slaves  into  this  country, 
and  who  notwithstanding  the  obvious  purpose  of  the 
law,  under  which  they  were  sequestered,  have  been 
doomed  by  a  construction  of  that  law,  to  hopeless 
and  inte  rminable  slavery  !  A  restoration  to  those  in¬ 
jured  fellow  beings  of  their  natural  and  unalienable 
rights,  and  an  amendment  or  explanation  of  the  law 
so  as  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  such  outrages  upon 
national  justice,  ought  to  be  obtained.  Your  exer¬ 
tions  to  accomplish  these  purposes,  we  trust  will  be 
prompt,  and  we  hope  will  be  effectual. 

Another  object  and  one  of  considerable  magnitude 
is  presented  by  the  efforts  now  making  for  the  esta¬ 
blishment  of  a  colony  of  free  people  of  colour.  The 
operations  of  a  society  established  at  the  seat  of  go¬ 
vernment  for  accomplishing  this  design,  arc  viewed 
with  anxious  interest  by  the  legitimate  friends  ot 
African  emancipation,  and  we  believe  the  period  has 
arrived,  when  a  serious  investigation  of  the  probable 
result  of  this  measure,  ought  to  be  no  longer  avoid¬ 
ed..  We  forbear  all  comment  upon  the  subject,  but 
we  ask  your  solemn  attention  to  the  inquiry,  whether 
such  colonization  will  subserve  the  interests  of  hu¬ 
manity,  or  whether  it  will  have  the  effect  to  perpe¬ 
tuate  slavery  in  the  United  States?  In  connexion  with 
this  investigation,  your  deliberations  will  necessarily 
be  directed  to  the  plan  lately  suggested,  of  promoting 
emigration  to  the  island  of  Hayti. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  having  exclu¬ 
sive  legislation  over  the  District  of  Columbia,  such 
measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  effect  the  gradual 
Abolition  of  Slavery  therein,  must  be  obtained  by  an 
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act  of  flic  general  government.  The  situation  of  the 
slave  population  in  that  section  of  our  count;} ,  has 
engaged  the  deep  consideration  of  this  Society,  and 
v  i'll  probably  merit  a  portion  of  your  attention. 

The  Education  of  the  coloured  population  of  the 
United  States,  continues  to  be  an  object  of  much  so¬ 
licitude  with  the  friends  of  Abolition,  whose  anxiety 
is  increased,  when  they  behold  so  large  a  portion  of 
the  community,  deprived  in  a  Christian  country,  of 
the  great  privilege  of  perusing  the  Scriptures  of 
Truth.  The  fuli  aecomplishim  nt  of  our  desires  on 
this  point,  we  know,  is  not  of  easy  attainment,  but  we 
are  encouraged  to  look  forward  with  the  hope  of 
more  rapid  advancement,  from  the  facilities  which 
would  be  afforded  by  the  establishment  of  Schools 
on  the  Lancastcrian  plan. 

Impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  foregoing 
subjects,  we  have  deemed  it  proper  specially  to  sub¬ 
mit  them  to  the  view  of  the  Convention.  In  the  per¬ 
formance  of  the  duties  which  await  you,  we  wish  }  our 
encouragement,  believing,  confidently,  that  under  the 
Divine  blessing,  your  labours  of  charity  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  oppressed  and  injured  African,  nill  finally 
be  crowned  with  success;  and  that  He,  who  first  broke 
down  the  boundary  between  Jew  and  Gentile,  will 
point  out  to  all  who  bear  the  Christian  name,  that 
a  difference  of  colour  is  no  cause  for  a  suspension  of 
the  exercise  of  Philanthropy  and  Love. 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  order  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Society,  See.  &c.  &c. 

\V.  RAWLE,  President. 

Philadelphia,  November  19th,  1818. 
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To  the  11  American  Convention  for  Promoting 
the  Abolition  of  Slavery,''  tfc. 

Encouraged  by  your  late  Address  to  the  several 
Abolition  Societies  in  the  United  States,  and  by  in¬ 
dications  of  good-will  to  the  cause  of  justice  and  hu¬ 
manity  in  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  parts,  pro¬ 
posals  were  oft-  red  to  persons  residing  in  this  place, 
Lancaster,  and  York,  for  forming  an  Association  for 
the  protection  of  people  of  colour  in  their  legal  claims 
to  liberty  ;  and  generally,  as  occasion  might  offer,  to 
co-opcratc  with  Societies  already  formed,  in  promot¬ 
ing  the  total  abolition  of  slavery  in  our  land:  these 
places  being  a  thorough-fare  between  some  of  the 
states  where  slavery  exists,  and  the  eastern  section 
of  the  Union,  have  often  been  scenes  of  attempts  at 
kidnapping,  and  other  aggressions  on  the  rights  of 
persons  of  colour.  The  result  of  the  application 
was  the  institution  of  the  “  Columbia  (Pennsylvania) 
Society  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  and 
the.  relief  of  free  negroes  unlawfully  held  in  bondage; 
and  for  the  melioration  of  the  condition  of  the 
African  race.”  The  Society  was  organised  on  the 
21st  of  the  3d  month  (March)  last,  and  will  meet 
annually  on  the  first  Saturday  in  March;  it  consists 
at  present  of  sixty-four  members,  most  of  whom  re¬ 
side  in  Columbia  and  York,  with  a  few  in  Lancaster 
and  its  vicinity. 

When  we  reflect  upon  the  enormities  which  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  practised  in  many  parts  of  our  favoured 
country,  on  the  ill-fated  Africans  and  their  descend¬ 
ants;  the  deeply  concerted  schemes  by  which  is 
perpetuated  a  traffic  which  we  reprobate  in  pagans 
and  infidels  ;  the  strong  allurements  which  the  price 
of  slaves  in  the  southern  states  holds  out  to  avarice ; 
the  difficulty  of  detection ;  the  expense,  inconveni¬ 
ence,  and  vexations  attendant  on  prosecutions;  the 
deficiency  of  the  laws  in  many  of  the  states ;  and  the 
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apparent  apathy  of  the  general  government  with  re¬ 
gard  to  this  crying  national  sin, — much  appears,  to 
discourage  the  philanthropist.  On  the  other  hand, 
when  we  contemplate  the  character  of  the  age  in 
which  we  live,  m  ked  as  it  is  with  a  concurrence 
(unexampled  in  history)  of  events  of  striking  import 
in  the  physical,  political,  and  religious  worlds;  the 
simultaneous  exertions  that  are  making  in  different 
sections  of  the  globe  for  the  melioration  of  the  con¬ 
dition  of  man ;  the  lav  oil  ruble  changes  which  have 
been  wrought  within  a  few  years,  in  the  views  and 
feelings  ol  civilized  men,  on  questions  of  vital  im¬ 
port  to  general  happiness  and  improvement;  we  can¬ 
not  but  recognise  the  footsteps  of  Deity  in  the 
mighty  revolution;  and  under  this  view  be  en¬ 
couraged  to  hope,  that  though  thick  darkness  con¬ 
tinues  to  shroud  the  minds  of  many;  and  the  worst 
passions  of  the  human  heart  may,  in  some  places,  be 
permitted  for  a  while  to  belch  forth  their  own  shame, 
andj  like  the  troubled  sea,  to  cast  up  mire  and  dirt, 
the  time  is  nevertheless  approaching,  when,  through 
the  blessings  of  Providence*  upon  human  exertions, 
justice  and  mercy  shall  become  respected  in  the 
earth;  and  this  much  injured  and  long  degraded  race 
be  raised  to  their  proper  grade  in  the  scale  of  being. 

We  observe  from  the  report  of  your  Acting  Com¬ 
mittee,  that  an  edition  of  Clarkson’s  history  of  the 
Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  abridged,  has  been 
published,  and  a  number  of  copies  purchased  by  the 
Convention  for  distribution  in  the  states  of  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee.  From  some  circumstances  record¬ 
ed  in  that  work,  it  appears,  that  the  want  of  correct 
information  is  often  among  the  causes  of  the  long 
continuance  of  abuses:  we  allude  to  the  astonishing 
ignorance  (in  relation  to  facts  connected  with  that  in¬ 
famous  traffic)  which  appeared  in  men,  who  from  the 
eminence  of  their  stations  in  the  political  world* 
might  have  been  supposed  to  be  acquainted  with 
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every  important  particular  capable  of  affecting  either 
the  interests  or  the  character  of  their  government : 
the  labours  of  the  illustrious  Clarkson  and  his  worthy 
coadjutors,  brought  to  light  and  to  the  view  of  the 
people  of  England,  a  chain  of  enormities  till  then 
unsuspected  by  the  mass,  and  to  which  credence 
could  with  difficulty  be  obtained  even  from  the  bet¬ 
ter  informed.  To  this  deficiency  of  information 
was  ascribed,  in  part,  the  chilling  indifference  to  the 
great  cause  he  had  at  heart,  which  this  champion  of 
the  rights  of  human  nature  had  to  encounter  from 
men  in  power;  and  which  required  long  and  painc 
ful  labour  to  overcome.  Jtfay  not  the  apathy  which 
appears  so  prevalent  among  our  countrymen  on  this 
subject,  be  attributed,  in  part,  to  the  same  cause? 
We  should  be  unwilling  to  impute  it  to  a  loiver  tone 
of  moral  feeling  in  the  members  of  a  free  govern¬ 
ment,  than  that,  which  in  the  subjects  of  an  Euro¬ 
pean  monarchy,  caused  the  voice  of  the  nation  to  re¬ 
sound  in  the  ears  of  its  rulers,  till  the  odium  ol  the 
Slave  Trade  was  wiped  from  the  annals  of  their 
eountrv. 

Whence  then  does  it  arise,  that  in  the  bosom  of  this 
Republic,  among  a  people  calling  themselves  C/iris- 
jtans, — in  an  age  that  arrogates  the  epithet  “  en¬ 
lightened,”  not  only  is  Slavery  still  tolerated,  but  in 
some  of  the  states,  a  slave-holder  may  w  ith  impunity, 
for  the  most  trivial  offence  which  pride  may  magnify 
into  crime,  bind,  scourge  and  even  put  to  death,  the 
helpless  victim  of  his  rage;  and  that,  too,  with  a  refine¬ 
ment  of  cruelty  which*  outrages  the  moral  sense  of 
the  community,  and  rivals  in  horrors,  the  inquisi¬ 
tion  of  Spain!  And  yet,  for  all  this,  no  general  ex¬ 
pression  of  national  feeling  reaches  the  ears  of  our 
j  ulers ;  the  tables  of  Congress  groan  not  with  pe¬ 
titions  from  every  quarter  of  the  Union,  for  a  final 
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unci  total  abstersion  from  this  foulest  stain  !* — Have 
we  laws  for  the  protection  of  the  horse  from  abusive 
treatment,  and  do  we  surrender  our  own  species  to 
receive,  for  imaginary  crimes,  a  punishment  to  be 
meted  out  by  the  distorting  scale  of  pride  and  re¬ 
venge  !  Siin.lv  if  these  things  must  be, — if  there  ex- 
ists  not,  as  we  have  been  told,  in  our  republican  in¬ 
stitutions,  “  a  redee  ming  spirit,”  in  vain  shall  we 
boast  of  the  excellence  of  those  institutions;  and 
deem  ourselves  a  wise,  a  virtuous,  and  happy  peo¬ 
ple;  we  must  be  content,  in  a  national  capacity,  to 
rank  among  those  benighted  millions  on  whom  the 
compassionate  religion  of  the  gospel  has  not  yet 
dawned. 

\\*c  deem  it  matter  for  regret,  that  while  the  talents 
of  our  writers  and  public  speakers  arc  put  in  requisi¬ 
tion  to  rouse  the  attention  of  the  nation,  to  subjects 
of  comparatively  small  importance,  and  but  slightly 
connected  with  the  virtue  or  prosperity  of  the  coun¬ 
try ;  this  subject,  so  important  to  the  happiness  of 
millions  in  i»s  actual  state, — so  portentous  in  its  as¬ 
pect  to  millions  yet  unborn, — and  involving  ques¬ 
tions  of  the  iirst  magnitude  to  an  enlightened  people, 
should  engage  so  small  a  share  of  public  feeling,  or 
public  exertion.  But  we  nevertheless  hope  the  day  is 
dawning,  wherein,  by  the  talents  and  energies  which 
shall  be  combined  in  this  glorious  work,  “those  who 
have  the  power,  and  whose  duty  it  is  to  cleanse  us 
from  this  disgrace,”  will  be  induced  “  to  do  so.” 


*  We  pretend  not  to  say  whether  in  any  of  the  states  such 
outrage*  arc  permitted  by  law:  llut  it  the  uncontradicted  state¬ 
ments  in  our  newspapers  are  correct,  the  conclusion  is  inevita¬ 
ble,  that  in  some  of  the  states  cither  there  exist  no  laws  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  most  brutal  treatment  of  slaves;  or,  theie  is  not  in  the 
community,  virtue  enough  to  carry  those  laws  into  effect.  In 
either  case  the  stale  of  society  is  deplorable;  and  the  sin  lies  at 
the  doors  of  those  who  have  the  making,  and  of  those  with  whom 
rests  the  execution  of  the  laws. 
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To  effect  this  desirable  union  of  talents  and  ener¬ 
gy,  more  general  and  correct  information  of  the  real 
state  of  things  among  us  appears  to  be  a  pre-requi¬ 
site.  The  history  of  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade, 
may  have  a  tendency  to  shew  how  far  avarice  may 
steel  the  heart  of  man  against  justice  and  com¬ 
passion;  but,  as  it  relates  to  a  trade  that  is  now  con¬ 
sidered  as  legally  abolished,  it  is  doubtful  whether  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  bringing  the  views  of  our 
countrymen  to  the  required  point — the  state  of  things 
among  ourselves.  YVe  would  therefore  respectfully 
suggest  to  the  Convention  the  taking  of  measures  for 
collecting  and  circulating  such  facts  as  may  tend  to 
elucidate  this  dark  subject ;  and  awaken  throughout 
the  Union,  a  more  lively  interest  on  behalf  of  the 
wretched  African,  and  of  our  national  character. 

This  Society  being  yet  in  its  infancy,  we  can  say 
but  little  on  the  subject  of  education.  Our  acting 
committee,  at  our  last  meeting,  were  specially  charg¬ 
ed  with  this  part  of  our  concern ;  and  requested  to 
collect  the  names  of  such  coloured  children  as  were 
entitled  to  the  provisions  made  by  law  for  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  the  poor;  and  to  endeavour  to  put  them  in  a 
way  to  receive  that  benefit. 

YVe  annex  a  list  of  our  officers  for  the  present  year: 

President,  YVm.  YVright;  Vice-President,  Wm. 
Y7icary ;  Treasurer,  Wm.  F.  Houston;  Secretaries, 
Jos.  Mifflin  and  John  Barber;  Counsellors,  Wm. 
Jenkins,  Esq.  Lancaster,  and  Samuel  Bacon,  Esq. 
York,  Pa. 

Signed  by  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  Columbia, 
Pa.  Abolition  Society  for  promoting  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  &c. 

WM.  WEIGHT,  President. 
Joseph  Mifflin,  Secretaiy. 

Columbia ,  12  mo.  5th,  1818. 
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To  the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the 
Abolition  of  Slayci-y. 

The  Abolition  Socety  of  Delaware,  in  looking 
forward  to  the  app.  oaching  call  of  the  Convention, 
have  anticipated  some  useful  and  important  results 
from  their  d<  liberations.  It  is  belie  ved  to  be  a  pe¬ 
riod,  peculiarly  interesting  to  the  cause  of  the  oppress¬ 
ed  "descendants  of  the  African  race.  The  minds  of 
the  people  in  different  sections  of  our  country,  have 
b.en  arrested  by  serious  considerations  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  their  degraded  situation.  Societies  have  n  en 
up  within  these  few  years,  in  the  midst  of  slave-hold¬ 
ing  states,  who  have  plead  their  cause;  and  who 
have  not  only  laboured  for  the  melioration  of  their 
unhappy  situation,  but  have  advocated  the  general 
and  total  abolition  of  slavery.  The  voice  of  hu¬ 
manity  has  sounded  in  the  halls  of  legislative  assem¬ 
blies,  and  in  courts  of  justice,  where  once  the  cause 
of  emancipation  would  not  have  been  heard. 

While  we  view  the  labours  of  philanthropists, 
thus  extending  the  influcncc-of  correct  opinions,  and 
gradually  paving  the  way  for  the  accomplishment  of 
so  desirable  an  object  as  the  abolition  of  slaver}*,  wc 
feci  ourselves  animated  to  continued  and  persevering 
exertions  in  this  righteous  cause,  though  many  dis¬ 
couraging  circumstances  still  present  to  cloud  the 
brightening  prospect  which  the  labours  of  benevolent 
societies  and  individuals  have  opened  to  our  view. 
Though  wc  confidently  believe  that  the  march  of 
philanthropy  is  steady  and  constant,  and  that  the 
cause  of  the  oppressed  Africans  is  gradually  gaining 
ground  in  the  minds  of  our  countrymen,  yet  wc  arc 
well  assured  that  to  insure  the  final  triumph  of  cor¬ 
rect  opinions,  no  effort  in  the  power  of  the  friends  of 
abolition  should  be  w  ithheld. 

D 
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In  order  to  evince  the  necessity  of  continued  ex¬ 
ertions,  we  need  only  advert  to  the  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  law  of  Congress  prohibiting  the  impor¬ 
tation  of  slaves  into  the  United  States;  which  viola¬ 
tion  has  been  sanctioned  by  those  in  power.  The 
propriety  of  calling  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this 
•subj  ct/in  order  that  a  suitable  remedy  may  be 
applied,  is  respectfully  recommended  to  the  Con¬ 
vention. 

It  is  also  a  desirable  object  with  the  members  of 
the  Delaware  Society,  that  the  'Convention  should 
petition  Congress  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  within 
the  District  of  Columbia.  This,  it  is  believed,  falls 
properly  within  the  limits  of  the  constitutional  powers 
of  the  general  government.  Let  the  metropolis  of  a 
free  and  enlightened  people,  and  the  district  over 
which  the  representatives  of  that  people  hold  exclu¬ 
sive  jurisdiction,  no  longer  acknowledge,  or  legalize 
slavery. 

The  practice  of  carrying  off  free  persons  of  colour 
from  the  northern  and  middle  states,  and  consigning 
them  to  perpetual  slavery  in  the  south,  still  calls 
loudly  for  legislative  interference.  Congress  alone 
have  the  power  of  applying  a  remedy,  and  it  is 
thought  no  duty  is  more  imperiously  called  for  at 
their  hands,  than  that  of  exercising  the  authority 
with  which  the  constitution  has  clothed  them  for  the 
suppression  of  this  wicked  traffic; — a  traffic  equally 
cru  A  and  atrocious  with  the  slave  trade  on  the  Coast 
of  Africa. 

The  present  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Domingo,  will  probably  claim  the  attention  of  the 
Convention.  A  correct  knowledge  of  the  political 
economy, — agriculture,  and  the  state  of  education  in 
that  Island  would  be  highly  interesting  to  the  friends 
of  emancipation :  and  we  believe  there  is  ho  congre¬ 
gated  body  who  can  obtain  that  information  with  so 
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much  facility  as  the  Convention  of  the  Abolition 
Societies. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Abolition  Society  of  Dela¬ 
ware,  Wilmington,  10  mo.  1G,  1818. 

EDWARD  WORRELL,  President. 
Attest — Isaac  Jackso.v,  Secretary. 


Tu  the  11  American  Convention  for  promoting 
the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  fyc. M 

We  avail  our.-A.lves  of  the  opportunity  afforded  us 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  address  of  last 
year,  which  being  read  in  our  Society  was  attended 
to  with  much  interest  and  satisfaction.  Animated 
by  the  example  set  by  those  Societies  and  philanthro¬ 
pic  individuals.that.  have  preceded  us  in  the  laudable 
work  of  meliorating  the  condition  of  the  African 
race,  we  cannot  but  endeavour  to  follow  in  the  path 
which  has  been  troddeh  by  some  of  the  wisest  and 
best  men  our  country  has  produced,  who  regardless  of 
popularity,  have  with  a  steady  and  undeviating  firm¬ 
ness,  pursued  to  condign  punishment  the  midnight 
violator  of  the  law,  and  of  the  peace,  happiness  and 
civil  rights  of  that  oppressed  people. 

Wc  have  since  our  last  year’s  communication,  been 
variously  and  actively  engaged  in  promoting  the  grand 
object  for  which  our  association  was  instituted:  viz. 
the  protection  of  that  portion  of  the  descendants  of 
Africa  unlawfully  held  in  bondage,  or  entitled  to  free¬ 
dom  at  a  given  term,  or  upon  a  contingency.  See¬ 
ing  the  lameness  of  the  law  in  our  State  respecting 
blacks,  wc  again  petitioned  our  Legislature  for  a  re¬ 
vision  of  the  laws  on  that  subject,  or  the  enactment 
of  others  more  congenial  to  the  principles  of  justice 


Special  Meeting/ 629 


28 

and  the  protection  of  this  unfortunate  class  of  people: 
and  we  are  happy  to  state  that  we  have  so  far  succeed¬ 
ed  as  to  procure  that  foul  stain  to  be  wiped  from  our 
statute  book,  which  lodged  a  fellow  man  in  prison, 
who  could  not  at  the  instant  produce  his  Certificate 
of  freedom,  and  which  if  at  length  exhibited,  could 
not  regain  his  liberty  without  paying  his  own  prison 
fees.  Other  laws  have  been  passed,  enabling  us  with 
more  case  to  test  the  validity  of  purchases  made  of 
these  unfortunate  people,  and  giving  u$  the  power 
to  enter  houses  and  vessels  bearing  strong  marks  of 
suspicion. 

We  have  also  petitioned  Congress  as  the  guardian 
of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people  for  which 
it  legislates,  to  alter  or  amend  the  law  relating  to  the 
clearance  or  entry  of  ships  and  other  vessels  navigat¬ 
ing  our  waters  coastwise,  which  would  authorise  the 
officers  of  custom  to  detain  any  ship  or  other  vessel 
whose  manifest  did  npt  satisfactorily  point  out  the 
condition  of  the  unfortunate  victims  that  might  be 
found  on  board  them;  and  although  our  memorial 
was  received,  and  the  matter  contained  therein  com- 
mitted,  we  are  sorry  to  say  the  relief  asked  for  has 
not  yet  been  afforded,  but  wc  have  reason  to  hope  we 
shall  meet  with  better  success  the  present  session. 

Our  acting  committee  always  vigilant  in  the  dis. 
charge  of  its  duties,  has  been  constantly  engaged  in 
seeking  out  objects  requiring  its  assistance  and  pro¬ 
tection.  Located,  as  we  are,  in  this  State,  the  mass 
of  whose  citizens  have  not  yet  seen  that  justice  de¬ 
mands  of  them  the  sacrifice  that  our  brethren  of  the 
northern  section  of  our  country  have  made,  it  conse¬ 
quently  requires  no  common  effort  of  the  human 
mind  to  sustain  a  sufficient  portion  of  buoyancy,  to 
bear  us  up  against  the  powerful  current  of  opposition 
that  presents  itself,  and  threatens  at  every  surge  the 
destruction  of  all  our  hopes.  Although  wc  arc  beset 
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by  many  discouragements,  yet  we  are  strengthened 
by  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  our  cause  is  the 
cause  of  justice,  and  that  it  is  not  those  who  run  well 
for  a  season  only,  that  are  enabled  to  gain  the  goal 
of  their  wishes:  we  -therefore  trust  that  our  little  band, 
by  persevering  in  the  duties  allotted  it,  will  at  length 
overcome  many  of  the  difficulties  which  now  present 
themselves,  and  be  enabled  to  do  much  towards 
meliorating  the  condition  of  the  hapless  sons  of 
Africa.  In  devoting  our  time,  talents  and  means 
to  soften  the  situation  of  that  afflicted  people,  we 
havg  not  been  unmindful  of  the  benefits  that  would 
be  derived  from  tutoring  their  unlettered  minds,  we 
cannot  yet.  however,  look  towards  it  in  any  other 
than  a  prospective  light :  time,  with  its  all  smooth¬ 
ing  quality,  must  wear  away  the  prejudices  of  the 
people,  before  there  can  be  a  sufficient  accumulation- 
of  i'unds,  to  advance  that  subject  in  this  part  of  the 
vineyard. 

In  concluding  this  communication  we  cannot  but 
hope  that  our  feeble  efforts  will  pave  the  way  to  a 
more  general  good,  as  the  numbers  which  have  been 
released  from  the  tyrannic  grasp  of  hardened  kidnap¬ 
pers,  have  caused  them  to  become  more  circumspect 
in  our  vicinity.  We  hail,  as  an  auspicious  omen,  the 
establishment  of  another  Society  similar  to  ours  in 
one  of  our  neighbouring  villages,  (Centerville)  whose 
objects  flowing  as  ours  from  philanthropic  principles 
alone,  will  wc  trust  have  a  considerable  influence,  in 
producing  a  more  general  sympathetic  feeling  for  the 
miseries  of  the  ill-fated  descendants  of  Africa. 

ROBERT  MOORE,  President. 
Attest — Lambert  Cl  a  yl  and,  Secretary. 
l]Lth  mo.  30th,  1818. 
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December  11  th,  lb  to. 

Ten  o’clock  A.  M.  Convention  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment,  and  proceeded  to  business. 

Joshua  Underhill  and  Hugh  M‘Cormick, 
two  of  the  delegates  from  New  York,  appeared  and 
.took  their  seats. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangement  made  the  follow¬ 
ing  Report: 

To  (he  imericttn  Convention  for  promoting  the 
Abolition  of  Slavery*  §c. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangement  big  leave  to  report,  that 
having  attentively  considered  the  interesting  and  important 
subjects  contained  in  the  communications  from  the  sc  refill  so¬ 
cieties,  they  respectfully  propose  the  annexed  Resolutions,  as 
Embracing  those  objects  which  particularly  require  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Convention  at  this  period. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  sale  of  pet  sons  of  colour,  by  the  regu¬ 
lations  adopted  by  the  several  slates,  under  the  authority  ol  the 
5th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  March  2d,  1807.  en¬ 
titled  “An  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves,”  be  referred 
to  a  committee,  to  report  by  memoiiul  to  Congress  or  other- 
vise. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  the  education  of  the  people 
of  colour  in  the  United  States,  be  referred  to  a  committee,  to 
consider  xvhat  measures  it  may  be  proper  for  this  Convention 
to  adopt  in  relation  thereto. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  endea  vowing  to  obtain 
from  Spain  and  the  Sou'll  American  States,  a  relinquishment  of 
the  slave  trade,  and  the  memorial  to  Congress  on  that  subject, 
by  the  New  York  Society,  be  referred  u»  a  committee. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  the  colonization  of  the 
free  blacks  in  Africa  or  elsewhere,  be  considered  by  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  situation  of  the  slave  population  with¬ 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  be  referred  to  a  committee,  to 
report  thereon  by  memorial. to  Congress  or  otherwise. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  Acting  Committee  be  instructed  to 
collect  such  facts,  as  it  may  be  in  their  power  to  obtain,  in  rela- 
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lion  10  the  condition  of  people  of  colour  in  the  sluve-holding 
states;  also  in  relation  to  the  practice  of  kidnapping,  and  report 
thereon  at  the  next  session  of  the  Convention. 

Submitted  by  order  of  the  Committee. 

ABM.  L.  PENNOCK,  Chairmen. 

I’hilad.  12  nto.  [Dec.]  11th,  1818. 

On  motion,  Resolved  that  tlic^bovc  Report,  with 
the  several  resolutions  therein  proposed  be  adopted: 
whereupon  the  first,  second,  third  and  fifth  resolu¬ 
tions  were  referred  to  the  following  special  commit¬ 
tees: 

The  first  resolution ,  to  Isaac  M.  Ely,  Abraham 
L.  Pennock  and  Joseph  Rringhurst. 

The  second ,  to  Roberts  Vaux,  Hiram  Kctchuni 
and  William  Wright. 

The  third ,  to  Peter  A.  Jay,  Abraham  L.  Pennock 
and  Evan  Lewis. 

The  fifth ,  to  Jonas  Preston,  Evan  Lewis  and 
Joshua  Underhill. 

The  Acting  Committee  made  the  following  Re¬ 
port  : 

To  the  American  Convention  for  Promoting  the 
Abolition  of  Slavery , 

The  Acting  Committee,  desirous  of  furnishing  the  Conven¬ 
tion  with  the  knowledge  of  such  of  their  transactions  as  it  will 
he  proper  to  Jay  before  it  at  this  session,  respectfully  Report, 
That  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Convention,  they  have  re¬ 
vived  communications  from  three  Societies  lately  established 
or  promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  who  desire  to  send  Dc- 
c gates  to  the  next  Convention,  viz.  The  Manumission  Society  of 
iuilford  County,  North  Carolina, '  The  Humane  Society  of 
)hio,  and  The  Columbia,  Pennsylvania  Society  for  promoting 
he  Abolition  of  Slavery,  &c. — a  delegation  from  each  was  ac- 
ordingly  invited.  Shortly  after  the  meeting  of  Congress  last 
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year*  a  correspondence  was  opened  with  John  Sergeant,  Esq. 
one  of  the  representatives  in  Congress  from  Pennsylvania,  and 
formerly  a  member  of  the  Convention,  relative  to  the  utility  of 
memorializing  Congress  at  that  time,  but  from  the  information 
received  from  him,  the  Committee  judged  it  most  expedient 
to  postpone  it  till  the  present  session,  in  order  to  be  prepared 
with  some  documents  to  shew  the  great  extent  of  the  inland 
•traffic  in  slaves,  and  the  numeious  instances  of  kidnapping  free 
people  of  colour,  on  which  to  found  a  petition  for  more  vigorous 
laws  on  the  subject:  they  addressed  a  circular  to  a  number  of 
humane  individuals  iu  the  states  adjoining  Pennsylvania,  which 
they  expect  will  furnish  them  with  many  well  authenticated 
cases  of  violence  and  cruelty  to  this  oppressed  people. 

The  Manumission  Society  of  Tennessee  having  made  ar¬ 
rangements  to  publish  a  periodical  paper,  to  be  entitled  the 
Manumission  Intelligencer,  the  Acting  Committee  believ¬ 
ing  it  would  subserve  the  cause  we  are  engaged  in,  to  encour¬ 
age  such  a  work,  have  subscribed  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  Con¬ 
vention.  Agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  the  last  Convention, 
they  forwarded  circulars  to  a  number  of  individuals  in  the  se¬ 
veral  states,  to  stimulate  them  to  form  new  Associations  to 
protect  the  rights  of  persons  of  colour  and  promote  the  final 
abolition  of  slavery,  and  they  have  the  satisfaction  to  believe 
that  one  or  more  Societies  have  been  established  in  conse¬ 
quence.  William  Dillwyn  of  London  having  received  a  copy 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  Convention,  generously  made  us 
a  donation  of  one  hundred  dollars  as  a  testimony  of  his  appro¬ 
bation ;  this  increase  of  our  funds  enabled  the  Committee  to  as¬ 
sist  two  of  the  Societies  who  had  made  application  for  aid,  they 
accordingly  transmitted  fifty  dollars  to  each,  viz.  The  Philan¬ 
thropic  Society  of  Easton,  Md.  and  the  Society  for  the  Relief 
of  People  of  Colour  in  Kent  County,  Delaware;  they  have  also, 
in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Convention,  prepared  an 
amended  form  of  the  Constitution,  which  accompanies  this 
Report. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  order  of  the  Committee. 

BENJAMIN  TUCKER,  Chairman. 

Thomas  Shipley,  Secretary. 

Philadelphia,  12mo.  10,  1818. 

The  Acting  Committee  having  been  instructed  at 
the  last  session  of  the  Convention  to  suggest  such 
alterations  and  amendments  to  the  Constitution  as 
they  may  deem  proper;  the  amended  form  thereof. 
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accompanying  their  report,  was  taken  up,  considered 
by  sections,  and  with  further  alterations,  concurred 
with; — whereupon  it  was  on  motion.  Unanimously 
Resolved ,  that  the  amended  form  of  the  Constitution, 
as  subjoined,  be  adopted;  to  take  effect  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  October  1819,  at  which  time  the  next 
stated  meeting  of  the  Convention  shall  be  held. 

CONSTITUTION 

or 

THE  AMERICAN  CONVENTION 

For  promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery ,  and  improving  the  conk  , 
dition  of  the  African  race . 


A  consideration  of  the  injustice,  immorality  and  impolicy  of 
Slavery,  having  induced,  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States, 
the  establishment  of  Societies  for  promoting  its  abolition,  pro¬ 
tecting  that  portion  of  the  coloured  population  who  are  legally 
free,  and  improving  the  condition  of  the  African  race;  and 
they,  in  order  more  completely  to  carry  into  effect  their  hu¬ 
mane  intentions,  having  formed  an  Association,  composed  of 
Delegates  from  each  Society,  have  adopted  for  its  government, 
the  following 

CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE  I. 

1.  This  Convention  shall  embrace  every  suitable  occasion 
for  advancing  the  common  purposesofthe  Societies  represented; 
it  shall  specially  superintend  the  interests  pf  the  coloured  popu¬ 
lation  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  known  by  the  name  and 
title  of  “  The  American  Convention  for  promoting  thh 

ABOLITION  or  SLAVERY,  AND  IMPROVING  THE  CONDITION  OB 

r.iiE  African  jpace.” 
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2.  The  Convention  shall  be  composed  of  such  representa¬ 
tives,  as  the  respective  Societies  associated  to  protect  the  rights 
of  free*  persons  of  colour,  or  to  promote  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
within  the  United  States  may  think  proper  to  appoint,  provided 
that  the  number/rom  any  one  Society  shall  not  exceed  ten. 

3.  All  questions  which  shall  come  before  the  Convention, 
shall  be  decided  by  n  majority  of  votes,  except  such  as  relate 
to  the  Constitution,  and  are  hereafter  provided  for. 

ARTICLE  II. 

1 .  The  Convention  shall  meet  biennially  in  the  city  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October.  It  may  adjourn 
from  time  to  time,  to  such  plat  e  as  it  may  deem  proper,  and 
may  be  specially  convened  as  is  hereinafter  provided. 

2.  A  representation  from  three  Societies  shall  he  a  quorum 
to  transact  business,  but  adjournments  may  be  made  by  a  smaller 
numbe**. 

ARTICLE  III. 

1.  'I  he  Officers  of  the  Convention  shall  consist  of  a  Presi¬ 
dent,  Vic e-Ph r.si dknt,  two  Sec  r ha hif.s.  and  a  Treasu¬ 
rer,  who  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  stated  meetings  of 
the  Convention,  and  at  any  other  meetings  when  vacancies  shall 

occur. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  and  preset  vc  order  theicin.  He  shall  have  no  vote  in 
Ihc  decision  of  questions,  except  when  there  shall  be  an  equal 
division. 

3.  The  Vice-President  shall  pci  form  the  duties  of  President, 
in  the  absence  of  that  officer. 

4.  The  Secretaries  shall  keep  accurate  minutes  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Convention  :  One  of  them  shall  reside  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  and  have  charge  of  the  records. 

5.  The  Treasurer  shall  keep  the  monies  and  other  personal 
property  of  the  Convention.  Before  he  enters  upon  the  duties 
of  his  office,  he  shall  give  to  the  President,  for  the  use  of  the 
Convention,  a  bond  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  doll,  i  s,  or  in 
such  other  sum  as  the  Convention  may  direct,  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  trust.  lie  shall  furnish  to  the  Convention  at 
its  stated  meetings,  and  at  other  times  when  required,  a  state¬ 
ment  of  his  accounts,  and  shall  pay  all  orders  di  awn  upon  him 
by  the  Convention,  or  its  Acting  Committee. 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

1.  An  Acting  Committee  shall  be  appointed  at  the  stated 
meetings  of  tin-  Convention,  and  at  other  times,  when  a  new 
arrangement  may  be  expedient,  to  superintend  and  transact 
surb  busine.-sas  may  require  attention  during  the  recess  of  the 
Conveiiiion.  They  shall  have  power  to  supply  any  vacancies 
Which  may  occur  in  their  body. 

2.  T|r»c  Acting  Committee  shall  appoint  a  Chairmen  and  Se¬ 
cretary,  keep  minutes  of  their  transactions,  and  be  subject  to 
•sucit  rules  for  their  government  as  the  Convention  may 
prescribe. 

3.  In  rase  of  the  death  or  absence  of  any  officer  of  the  Con¬ 
vention,  liie  Acting  Committee,  if  necessary,  shall  make  a  tem¬ 
porary  Appointment  to  supply  the  vacancy  (luring  the  recess 
of  the  Convention. 

ARTICLE  V. 

1.  All  funds  of  the  Convention,  arising  from  contributions  or 
otherwise,  shall  he  at  its  sole  disposal;  special  attention  being 
at  all  times  had  to  the  exigencies  of  individual  Societies. 

2.  All  orders  drawn  upon  the  Treasurer  by  the  Convention, 
shall  be  signed  by  the  President,  and  one  of  the  Secretaries, 
and  those  drawn  by  the  Acting  Committee,  in  performance  of 
duties  required  by  the  Convention,  shall  be  signed  by  their 
Chairman  and  Secretary. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

1.  Special  meetings  of  the  Convention  may  be  called  in  cases 
of  emergency,  by  the  President,  at  the  request  of  any  two  Soci¬ 
eties  of  different  States;  due  notice  of  which  meetings  shall 
be  communicated  by  him  to  the  several  Societies,  and  to  the 
Acting  Committee  of  the  Convention. 

2.  Additions  and  amendments  to  this  Constitution  shall  be 
proposed  at  least  */.r  months  previous  to  their  adoption,  and 
shall  only  he  enacted  with  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  the 
members  convened. 


Adjourned  to  meet  at  7  o’clock,  P.  M. 
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Seven  o’clock  P.  M.  Convention  met  pursuant 
to  adjournment,  and  proceeded  to  business. 

Joseph  Lea,  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  now 
appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Committee  on  Resolution  No.  2,  made  the 
following  Report,  which  on  motion  was  adopted. 

To  the  ••  American  Convention  for  promoting 
the  Abolition  of  Slavery , 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of 
the  subject  of  “  the  education  q /  the  people  qf  Qoksur  in  the  United 
States.,  and  what  measures  it  may  be  proper  for  this  Court  ntiui  to 
ado/it  in  relation  thereto ,” 

Respectfully  Report , 

That  they  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  soundness  of  the 
sentiments  and  opinions,  which  have  given  origin  to  a  new  and 
interesting  field  of  labour  to  the  philanthropists  of  the  worid, 
whose  energies  have  been  enlisted,  for  the  promotion  of  univer¬ 
sal  education.  That  they  regard  the  improvements  which  have 
been  made  in  the  facility  and  economy,  by  which  the  rudiments 
of  useful  learning  may  be  communicated  to  youth,  especially  up¬ 
on  the  Lancasterian  system,  as  a  circumstance  which  cannot 
be  duly  estimated,  with  feelings  inferior  to  those,  which  enable 
the  mind  to  recognise  and  acknowledge,  in  such  benefits,  the 
interposition,  and  goodness  of  an  Almighty  Providence.  On 
the  numerous  blessings  which  flow  from  education,  whether 
we  consider  its  advantages  in  relation  with  national  prosperity 
and  security,  or  individual  happiness,  it  is  now  unnecessary  to 
dwell;  it  appears  to  have  become  a  maxim,  with  which  the 
wise  and  good  of  all  countries  w  ill  accord,  that  it  confers  the 
most  substantial  charity,  and  promises  tiie  most  ample  rewards- 

Whilst  therefore  it  hasbecometlie  cardinal  duty  ofbcilcvolcnt 
individuals  and  governments,  and  is  even  found  to  be  the  noble 
ambition  of  Princes,  to  disseminate  education  ujnong  the  white 
portion  of  mankind,  it  surely  becomes  important  that  the  long 
afflicted  descendants  of  Africa,  whom  avarice  and  national  po¬ 
licy,  have  removed  from  their  native  soil,  and  subjected  to 
slavery  in  other  countries,  should  partake,  of  the  advantages 
which  must  flow  from  education,  as  fitting  them  gradually  with 
other  meliorating  measures,  for  the  enjoyment  of  that  freedom, 
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aud  happiness,  which  the  common  parent  of  mankind  has  de/ 
signed  to  be  the  inheritance  of  his  accountable  beings. 

With  these  opinions,  and  views,  your  Committee  earnestly 
recommend  to  the  Convention,  t lie  propriety  of  encouraging 
the  respective  Societies,  to  make  the  education  of  the  people  of 
colour  a  prominent  object  of  their  concern,  and  to  promote  by 
every  means  in  their  power,  the  removal  of  those  objections, 
which  unhappily  becloud  the  minds  of  slave-holders,  in  regard 
to  this  interesting  obligation. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  in  conclusion,  to  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  resolution. 

Resolved,  that  u  Committee  be  appointed  toprepare  an  address 
to  the  Abolition  Societies  of  the  United  States,  among  other 
subjects,  soliciting  tlu  ir  especial  care  and  attention  to  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  people  of  colour. 

ROBERTS  YAUX. 

HIRAM  KETCHUM. 

WM.  WRIGHT. 

Philadelphia,  12th  month,  (Dec.)  11,  1818. 

Hiram  Kctcluun,  Isaac  M.  Ely,  William  Wright, 
Samuel  Iiillcs  and  Evan  Lewis,  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  prepare  the  address  to  the  Abolition 
Societies  in  the  United  Slates. 

The  Committee  on  Resolution  No.  3,  made  the 
following  report,  which  with  the  memorial  accompa¬ 
nying  it,  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

To  Ibe  44  American  Convention  for  promoting 
the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  ^c.5’ 

Thk  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of 
measures  proper  to  be  pursued  by  this  Convention  relative. to  the 
slave-trade  carried  on  by  the  South  American  States  and  by 
Spain,  and  also  the  memorial  to  Congress  from  the  New-York 
Manumission  Society,  report. 

That  in  their  opinion  it  will  be  proper  for  this  Convention  to 
make  application  to  Congress,  praying  that  the  influence  of  the 
United  States  may  be  exerted  with  the  court  of  Spain  to  induce 
that  country  to  prohibit  the  slave-trade,  aud  that  a  stipulation 
for  such  prohibition,  may  be  insisted  on,  in  any  treaty  to  be 
made  with  the  South  American  States,  or  in  case  of  any  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  their  independence. 
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The  Committee  submit  to  the  Convention  whether  such  uti 
application  to  Congress  should  be  contained  in  a  separate  me¬ 
morial,  or  w  hether  it  might  not  be  more  expedient  to  combine 
in  one  memorial, all  the  applications  to  be  made  by  this  Conven¬ 
tion. 

The  Committee  submit  the  draft  of  a  memorial,  in  case  the 
first  alternative  shall  be  preferred. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

PETER  AUGUSTUS  JAV,  Chairman. 

The  Convention  then  resolved  itself  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  on  the  subject  of  colonization,  in 
coiilbi  mitv  with  the  5th  Resolution  ol  the  Committee 
of  Arrangement.  Dr.  Jonas  Preston,  in  the  chair. 
After  some  time  spent  in  the  consideration  thereof, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  that  it  was  their 
opinion  that  a  select  committee  should  be  appointed, 
to  ascertain  and  report  facts  in  relation  to  the  subject. 

Whereupon,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  proposed  plan 
of  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour  in  Africa,  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  five  members  to  ascertain 
and  report  facts  connected  with  that  object,  and  to 
suggest  such  course  of  proceeding  in  the  case,  as  in 
their  opinion,  it  may  be  proper  for  this  Convention  to 
adopt. 

Richard  Peters,  Junr.  Peter  A.  Jay,  Nathan  Com¬ 
stock,  Joseph  Bringhurst,  and  Abraham  L.  Pcnnock, 
were  appointed  to  compose  the  committee. 

Adjourned  until  10  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 


December,  12th,  1818. 

Ten  o’clock  A.  M.  Convention  met  and  proceed¬ 
ed  to  business. 
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The  Committee  on  Resolution  No.  5,  reported 
the  draft  of  a  memorial  to  Congress,  on  the  subject 
of  the  slave  population  in  the  district  of  Columbia, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

At  the  request  of  the  Convention,  Prince  Saunders 
and  James  Forten  appeared  before  them.  An  inte¬ 
resting  memoir  on  the  present  state  of  I  lay  ti,  was  read 
by  the  former,  and  a  general  account  of  the  condition 
of  the  people  of  colour  in  Philadelphia,  given  by  the 
latter;  whereupon  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  were 
presented  to  them  by  tire  President. 

Adjourned  until  half  past  three,  P.  M. 


Half  past  three,  P.  M. 
Convention  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  memorial  to  Congress,  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittcc  on  Resolution  No.  3,  was  called  up  for  consi¬ 
deration;  and  it  being  resolved  that  the  subject  there¬ 
of,  should  be  submitted  to  Congress  separate  from 
other  applications  to  that  body,  the  memorial  was 
adopted  as  follows; — 

To  the  Honourable  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Jfrpn  seniatircti  of  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  Memorial  of  the  American,  Convention  for  pro¬ 
moting  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  improving  the 
condition  of  the  African  race, 

JifSpcctfully  Sbeiveth; 

That  when  these  United  States  declared  them¬ 
selves  independent,  they  proclaimed  by  the  same  act, 
that  all  men  were  created  free,  and  that  the  Creator 
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had  endowed  them  with  an  unalienable  right  to  liber¬ 
ty — The  truth  thus  solemnly  proclaimed,  is  sanction¬ 
ed  by  revelation  and  demonstrated  by  reason.  These 
States  founded  upon  it  their  right  to  be  a  Nation,  and 
they  became  such,  by  acting  in  pursuance  of  it.  It 
is  self-evident  that  nothing  can  be  more  inconsistent 
with  the  principle  thus  solemnly  announced  and  act¬ 
ed  on,  than  the  permission  of  a  commerce  in  the  bo¬ 
dies  of  men,  by  which  countless  multitudes  of  our 
fellow  creatures  and  their  innocent  posterity  are 
doomed  to  perpetual  bondage.  As  America  had  the 
glory  of  being  the  first  to  proclaim  solemnly  to  the 
world  the  equal  rights  of  mankind,  so  she  had  the  ad¬ 
ditional  honour  of  striking  the  first  blow  at  that  abo¬ 
minable  traffic,  by  which  those  rights  are  most  hei¬ 
nously  violated.  No  sooner  had  the  national  govern¬ 
ment  power  to  leg";  jiate  on  the  subject  than  Congress 
prohibited  the  slave  trade. 

It  is  with  great  pain  your  memorialists  have  per¬ 
ceived  that  the  new  Republics  of  South  America,  pro¬ 
fessing  to  act  on  the  same  principles  which  have  led 
this  country  to  Independence,  Happiness  and  Glory, 
have  nevertheless,  with  perhaps  a  single  exception, 
refused  to  follow  her  example  in  sacrificing  their  pe¬ 
cuniary  interest  to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  mankind. 
At  the*  very  moment  when  they  are  resisting  unto 
blood,  the  oppressions  practised  on  themselves,  they 
arc  condemning  to  a  slavery  infinitely  more  severe 
than  that  of  which  they  complain,  an  incalculable 
number  of  men,  who  by  their  own  acknowledgment 
are  entitled  to  the  same  rights  as  they.  Your  me¬ 
morialists  had  hoped  that  when  the  example  given  by 
Congress,  had  been  followed  by  nearly  all  the  civiliz¬ 
ed  world,  even  by  the  most  arbitrary  monarchies, 
these  new  Republics  just  springing  into  life  and  ac¬ 
knowledging  Liberty  as  their  guardian  and  their 
guide,  would  not  have  been  found  among  the  most 
active  agents  of  slavery. 
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Though  your  memorialists  sympathize  with  every 
effort  in  the  cause  of  freedom,  they  do  not  presume 
to  offer  an  opinion  on  the  course  which  this  country 
should  pursue  in  relation  to  the  South  American  states, 
they  confide  in  the  wisdom  of  the  general  government 
to  act  on  this  subject,  as  duty  and  prudence  shall  di¬ 
rect;  but  if  at  any  time  those  States  shall  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  or  if  any  treaties  shall  be  made  with  them, 
your  memorialists  respectfully  hope  and  pray,  that 
this  government  will  insist  on  the  prohibition  by  them, 
of  the  most  odious  traffic  which  cv cr  disgraced  and 
afflicted  mankind. 

Your  memorialists  hope  they  will  not  be  thought 
presumptuous,  in  suggesting  that  the  government 
will  acquire  honour  to  itself  and  perform  a  real  ser¬ 
vice  to  humanity,  by  uniting  its  efforts  with  those  of 
the  other  enlightened  nations  of  Christendom,  to  in¬ 
duce  the  Spanish  court  also,  to  terminate  this  odious 
commerce.  Should  the  United  States  succeed  in 
these  objects,  it  will  be  a  perpetual  source  of  ra¬ 
tional  exultation,  that  they  not  only  commenced  the 
attack,  but  completed  the  victory  over  a  hideous  and 
formidable  monster,  which  has  desolated  Africa,  and 
polluted  this,  with  the  tears  and  the  blood  of  ano- 
er  continent. 

Sigjicd  on  behalf  and  by  order  of  the  Convention ,  at - 
semblcd  at  Philadelphia ,  December - ,  1818. 

On  motion.  Resolved  that  a  Committee  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  free  people  of 
colour  in  the  United  States,  enjoining  upon  them 
the  strict  observance  of  moral,  religious,  and  social 
duties.  Thomas  Shipley,  Evan  Lewis,  Joseph  M. 
Paul,  and  Hugh  McCormick  were  appointed  a  Com¬ 
mittee  for  that  purpose. 

The  minutes  of  the  Kentucky  Abolition  So¬ 
ciety  held  in  Frankfort  County  the  15th  and  16dl 
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of  October  1817,  with  the  circular  address  of  that 
Association  were  introduced  by  a  member  and 
read.  Whereupon  it  was  Resolved,  that  we  view 
with  pleasure,  the  continued  exertions  of  that  Soci¬ 
ety  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  and  that  the  Acting 
Committee  be  directed  to  forward  to  it,  the  usual 
number  of  copies  of  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings 
of  this  Convention. 

A  communication  was  introduced  and  read  from 
Henry  Crew,  Secretary  of  the  Union  Humane  Soci¬ 
ety,  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Ohio,  accompanied  with  ten 
copies  of  an  oration,  pronounced  before  it,  May  14, 
1818.  The  objects  of  the  Society,  were  stated,  in 
the  communication,  to  be  parrallel  with  those  of  the 
Convention,  and  they  requested  to  be  informed  whe¬ 
ther  a  representation  from  them  to  the  Convention, 
would  be  desirable.  The  President  reported  that  on 
receipt  of  the  above,  he  had  invited  that  Society  to 
appoint  Delegates  to  the  Convention. 

On  motion,  William  Wright  and  Dr.  Jonas  Pres¬ 
ton,  Delegates  from  Columbia,  were  added  to  the 
Acting  Committee. 

Adjourned  till  10  o’clock  on  Monday  morning. 


December,  14th,  1818. 

Ten  o’clock  A.  M.  Convention  met,  and  proceed¬ 
ed  to  business. 

On  motion,  Resolved  that  a  special  Committee  be 
appointed  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  Congress,  for 
the  signatures  of  the  citizens  pf  the  United  States, 
requesting  the  adoption  of  such  provisions,  as  will 
exclude  slavery  from  the  limits  of  such  territorial 
governments  as  may  hereafter  be  established  with¬ 
in  our  country,  and  prevent  any  such  future  territo- 
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shall  be  prohibited  by  the  constitution  thereof. 

Theodore  Dwight,  Hugh  M‘Cormick  and  Nathan 
Comstock,  were  appointed  to  compose  said  Com¬ 
mittee. 

On  motion,  Resolved  that  the  expenccs  which 
shall  be  incurred  by  the  above  Committee,  in  print¬ 
ing  and  distributing  such  number  of  copies  of  the 
memorial,  as  they  may  di  em  requisite,  shall  be  paid 
from  the  funds  of  the  Convention, 

’The  Committee  to  whom  the  Resolution  No.  1  was 
referred,  reported  the  draft  of  a  memorial  to  Con¬ 
gress,  on  the  subject  of  the  side  of  persons  of  colour, 
&.c.  which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  half  past  six,  this  evening. 

Half  past  six,  P.  M. 

Convention  met,  agreeablj'  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address 
to  the  free  people  of  colour  in  the  United  States,  re¬ 
ported  the  following  draft,  which  being  read  and 
considered,  was  adopted. 

To  the  free  people  of  colour  (nil  descendants  of 
the  African  race,  in  the  United  States . 

The  American  Convention  composed  of  Delegates 
from  several  Abolition  and  Manumission  Societies 
in  the  United  States,  being  assembled  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  great  cause 
of  emancipation,  and  for  the  melioration  of  the  con¬ 
dition  and  the  general  improvement  of  the  descen¬ 
dants  of  the  African  race;  have  deemed  it  their  duty 
to  address  you,  on  some  subjects  intimately  connect¬ 
ed  with  your  future  welfare  and  prosperity.  They 
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perform  this  duty  the  more  willingly,  from  a  con¬ 
viction  that  such  counsel  and  advice  as  they  may 
communicate,-  will  be  received  ami  listened  to  with 
attention,  from  the  circumstance  of  its  proceeding 
from  those  who  have  long  had  your  best  interests  at 
heart. 

Vain  will  be  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the  friends 
of  abolition,  to  behold  their  labours  crowned  with 
success,  unless  those  coloured  people  who  have  ob¬ 
tained  their  freedom,  should  evince  by  their  mora¬ 
lity  and  orderly  deportment,  that  they  are  deserving 
the  rank  and  station  which  they  have  obtained  in  so¬ 
ciety:  unavailing  will  be  the  most  strenuous  exer¬ 
tions  of  humane  philanthropists  in  your  behalf,  if  you 
should  not  be  found  to  second  their  endeavours,  by 
a  course  of  conduct  corresponding  with  the  expec¬ 
tations  and  the  wishes  of  your  friends. 

We  intreat  you  therefore  by  the  tics  which  bind 
us  together  as  children  of  one  common  Creator; — 
by  the  obligation  imposed  upon  us,  as  joint  objects 
of  redeeming  love;  as  heirs  alike  with  us,  of  the  re¬ 
wards  and  benedictions  which  rest  upon  all  who 
perform  the  religious  and  social  obligations  of  life 
with  fidelity; — bv  the  sacred  duties  which  you  owe 
toy  ourselves,  and  to  the  Author  ofy  our  existence;  se¬ 
riously  to  consider  the  great  responsibility  which  rests 
upon  you  as  Freemen,  so  to  order  and  regulate  your 
conduct  and  deportment  in  the  world  and  amongst 
men,  that  your  example  may  exhibit  a  standing  refu¬ 
tation  of  the  charge,  that  you  are  unworthy  of  free¬ 
dom.  And  let  us  impress  it  upon  you,  whose  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  information  have  been  greater  than  the 
generality  of  your  colour,  to  use  the  influence  which 
your  superior  knowk  dgc  may  have  given  you  among 
your  brethren,  to  dissuade  them  from  the  commis¬ 
sion  and  practice  of  those  vices  which  degrade  and 
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disgrace  them  in  the  eyes  of  mankind;  particularly 
let  it  be  your  constant  endeavour  to  repress  among 
them  dram  drinking,  frequenting  of  tippling  shops  and 
places  of  diversion,  idleness  and  dissipation  of  every 
description,  and  to  promote  and  encourage  as  much 
as  possible,  habits  of  sobriety,  industry  and  economy, 
punctual  attendance  on  places  of  religious  worship, 
particularly  on  the  day  appointed  for  rest  from  la¬ 
bour,  and  for  the  exercises  of  devotion;  avoidingnoisy 
and  disorderly  conduct  on  those  days,  as  well  as  at 
other  times;  and  to  demean  themselves  peaceably 
and  respectfully,  towards  all  those  with  whom  they 
have  intercourse.  This  will  do  more,  towards  ad¬ 
vancing  your  cause  in  the  earth,  than  the  labours  of 
your  friends  can  effect  in  your  behalf. 

The  great  work  of  emancipation  is  not  to  be  ac¬ 
complished  in  a  day; — it  must  be  the  result  of  time, 
of  long  and  continued  exertions:  it  is  for  you  to  show 
by  an  orderly  and  worthy  deportment  that  you  are 
deserving  of  the  rank  which  you  have  attained.  En¬ 
deavour  as  much  as  possible  to  use  economy  in 
your  cxpences,  so  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  save 
from  your  earnings,  something  for  the  education  of 
your  children,  and  for  your  support  in  time  of  sick¬ 
ness,  and  in  old  age:  and  let  all  those  who  by  attend¬ 
ing  to  this  admonition,  have  acquired  the  means, 
send  their  children  to  school  as  soon  as  they  are  old 
enough,  where  their  morals  will  be  an  object  of  atten¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  their  improvement  in  school  learning; 
and  when  they  arrive  at  a  suitable  age,  let  it  be  your 
especial  care  to  have  them  instructed  in  some  me¬ 
chanical  art  suited  to  their  capacities,  or  in  agricultu¬ 
ral  pursuits;  by  which  they  may  afterwards  be 
enabled  to  support  themselves  and  a  family.  En¬ 
courage  also,  those  among  you  who  are  qualified  as 
teachers  of  schools,  and  when  you  are  of  ability  to 
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pay,  never  send  your  children  to  frcc-schools;  this 
may  be  considered  as  robbing  the  poor,  of  the  op¬ 
portunities  which  were  intended  for  them  alone. 

Keep  out  of  all  contentions  and  law-suits  with 
each  other;  by  which  your  valuable  time,  which  should 
be  spent  in  useful  occupations,  is  grievously  misap¬ 
plied,  your  money  is  M  asted,  and  your,  character  in 
the  M  orld,  is  unhappily  injured  and  degraded: — it  is 
a  mortifying  sight  to  your  friends,  to  see  the  colour¬ 
ed  people  bringing  each  other  before  the  civil  officers 
and  in  courts  of  justice  for  trifling  causes  of  conten¬ 
tion,  n  hich  by  exercising  an  amiableand  for  bear¬ 
ing  disposition  might  be  easily  settled,  without  go¬ 
ing  to  lau-,  and  spending  their  time  and  money,  in 
useless  disputations. 

Be  faithful  to  the  obligations  of  the  marriage  co¬ 
venant.  Be  diligent  in  your  respective  callings,  so 
that  you  may  not  disappoint  the  expectations  of  those 
who  have  confided  in  you,  and  in  the  capacity  of 
domestics  or  hired  servant,  shew  yourselves  faith¬ 
ful;  remembering  that  no  situation  in  life  is  disgrace¬ 
ful  in  itself,  but  that  upon  your  own  conduct,  will 
depend  the  estimation  in  which  you  will  be  held  by 
others;  and  if  you  perform  your  duty  with  fidelity, 
you  will  be  respected  and  esteemed.  Be  just  in  all 
your  dealings,  and  strictly  punctual  in  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  all  your  promises;  so  shall  you  gain  the 
approbation  and  the  confidence  of  your  white  neigh¬ 
bours,  and  justify  the  conduct  of  those  who.  have  la¬ 
boured  for  your  emancipation. 

Let  an  especial  attention  be  had  to  keep  a  regular 
record  of  your  marriages,  and  of  the  births  of  your 
children,  by  which  their  ages  may  at  any  time  be  legal¬ 
ly  established; — this  will  be  of  essential  service  to 
you  in  placing  them  out  as  apprentices  and  pre¬ 
vent  impositions  being  practised  upon  you.  Final- 
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ly — be  sober;  be  watchful  over  every  part  of  your 
conduct,  keeping  constantly  in  view,  that  the  free¬ 
dom  of  many  thousands  of  your  colour,  who  still  re¬ 
main  in  slavery,  will  be  hastened  and  promoted  by 
your  leading  a  life  of  virtue  and  sobriety. 

On  motion,  Resolved  that  the  Acting  Committee 
be  directed  to  cause  such  number  of  copies  of  the 
above  address,  to  be  printed  and  distributed,  as  they 
may  think  proper. 


The  Select  Committee  on  the  subject  of  coloniza¬ 
tion  submitted  a  Report  on  the  facts  connected  with 
that  object,  with  the  draft  of  an  essay  which  they 
proposed  for  insertion  in  the  circular  address  to  the 
Societies: — The  report  of  the  Committee  being  read, 
was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows; — 

To  the  u  American  Convention  for  Promoting 
the  Abolition  of  Slavery &c. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  proposed  plan  of 
colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States,  in 
Africa,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  facts,  for  the  information 
of  the  Convention  connected  with  that  object,  Report: 

That  deeply  impressed  with  the  magnitude  of  the  duty  en¬ 
trusted  to  them,  they  have  wished  that  an  opportunity  had 
been  afforded  to  examine  it  extensively,  and  to  present  to  the 
Convention  a  full  detail  of  all  the  circumstances  which  might 
assist  their  deliberations  on  this  interesting  subject.  They  have 
been  aware  that  sufficient  time  for  this  purpose  could  rot  be 
allowed  to  them,  and  they  have  therefore  forborne  to  proceed 
further  in  the  investigation,  than  has  been  deemed  absolutely 
essential  to  a  correct  understanding  of  the  . proposed  under¬ 
taking. 

In  tracing  the  history  of  the  plan  of  colonizing  the  free  peo¬ 
ple  of  colour  of  the  United  States,  in  Africa,  the  Committee 
have  been  disposed  to  adopt  the  opinion  that  it  originated  in  the 
suggestions  and  observations,  of  a  distinguished  citizen  of  the 
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Mate  of  Virginia,  who  has  with  honour  to  himself,  and  ad¬ 
vantage  to  his  country,  devoted  himself  to  agriculture.— 
The  existence  of  such  persons  in  a  community,  claim¬ 
ing  to  hold  their  fellow  men  in  bondage,  was  long  since 
declared  by  him  to  be  an  evil  of  the  greatest  magnitude, 
extensively  injurious  to  the  interests  of  slave  holders,  and 
their  removal  advocated  by  the  employment  of  force  for 
this  purpose,  if  other  means  should  not  be  successful.  He 
recommends,  .  in  one  of  his  publications,  “  that  lands, 
u  within  the  controul  of  the  National  Legislature,  shall  he 
«  procured  for  them,  and  if  they  should  not  be  willing 
“  to  avail  themselves  of  the  option  allowed  to  them  to  remove 
“  there,”  he  enquires,  with  no  disapprobation  of  such  pro- 
“  ceedings,  “  whether  the  national  safety  and  prosperity  will 
4‘  not  justify  harsher  measures  for  this  purpose.” 

The  Legislature  of  Virginia  acting  as  it  is  believed,  under 
the  influence  of  similar  views,  in  1816,  adopted  certain  reso¬ 
lutions  inviting  the  attention  of  the  government  of  the  Uniied 
States,  to  a  plan  of  colonization,  “  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  or 
u  some  other  place  not  within  the  states  or  territorial  govem- 
w  ments  of  the  United  States,  to  serve  as  an  asylum  for  such 
“  persons  of  colour,  then  free,  who  might  desire  the  same,  and 
“  for  those  who  might  be  afterwards  emancipated  within  that 
41  Commonwealth.” 

“  The  American  Society  for  colonizing  the  free  people  of 
colour  of  the  United  States,”  was  instituted  after  the  promul¬ 
gation  of  these  wishes  and  opinions,  and  its  purposes  are  pre¬ 
sumed  to  have  been  directed  by  the  same  considerations.  In 
their  efforts  to  ascertain  the  views  and  designs  of  this  associa¬ 
tion,  the  Committee  have  directed  their  attention  to  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  which  took  place  at  its  formation,  and  at  its  first  an¬ 
nual  meeting,  and  they  beg  leave  to  communicate  some  of 
the  sentiments  expressed  on  these  occasions  by  those  who  have 
enrolled  themselves  among  its  members. 

One  gentleman  declared  « that  it  constituted  no  part  of  the 
«  object  of  the  society  to  touch  or  agitate  a  delicate  question 
«  connected  with  another  portion  of  the  coloured  population 
«  of  the  United  States,”  and  he  stated  “  that  it  was  only  on 
«  that  condition  he  attended  the  meeting  to  establish  the  soJ 
«  cicty.” 

Another  gentleman,  declared  on  the  same  occasion,  “  that  it 
«  appeared  to  him,  it  had  not  been  sufficiently  insisted  on,  with 
«  a  view  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  all  the  citizens  of  the 
«  United  States,  not  only  that  the  meeting  does  not  in  any  wise 
*  affect  the  question  of  negro  slavery,  but  as  far  as  it  gocs> 
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M  must  materially  tend  to  secure  the  property  of  every  master, 
“  in  the  United  States  over  his  slaves.  It  'ppcared  to  him,  that 
“  this  aspect  of  the  question  had  not  been  sufficiently  presented 
“  to  public  view.  It  was  a  notorious  fact,  that  the  existence 
11  of  this  mixed  and  intermediate  population  of  free  negroes,  was 
**  viewed  by  every  slave-holder,  as  one  of  the  greatest  sources 
“  of  the  insecurity,  and  also  unprofitableness  of  slave  property; 
u  that  they  serve  to  excite,  in  their  fellow  beings,  a  feeling  of 
u  discontent,  of  repining  at  their  situation,  and  that  they  .act 
“  as  channels  of  communication,  between  different  slaves  of 
“  different  districts,  and  are  the  depositories  of  stolen  goods 
«  and  the  promoters  of  mischief  ” 

At  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  in  January,  1818, 
one  of  the  members  of  the  society  declined,  “  that  it  was  pro- 
«  per  again  and  again  to  repeat,  that  it  was  far  fom  the  ititen- 
«  tion  of  the  society  to  affect,  in  uny  manner,  the  tenure  by 
«  which  a  certain  species  of  property  is  held.  lie  was  him- 
«  self  a  slave-holder,  and  he  considered  that  kind  of  propc  ty 
ii  as  inviolable  us  any  other  in  the  country.  lie  would  resist, 
««  os  soon  and  with  as  much  firmness,  encroachments  upon  it, 
«  as  he  would  upon  any  property  which  he  held.”  ' 

From  a  refcrrcnce  to  these  facts,  the  Committee  deem  it 
their  duty  to  state,  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  discern,  in 
the  constitution  and  proceedings  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society,  or  in  the  avowed  sentiments  of  its  members,  any 
thing  friendly  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States. 

The  Committee  are  forcibly  impressed  with  the  conviction, 
that  the  plan  of  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour  proposed 
by  the  Society,  is  impracticable,  and  if  it  is  practicable,  that  it 
will  be  attended  with  fatal  consequences  to  those  who  shall 
embark  in  its  purposes.  Its  effects  upon  the  condition  ofthe 
free  people  of  colour,  and  on  the  slave  population  of  the  United 
States,  they  apprehend,  may  become  greatly  injurious. 

It  is  impracticable,  because  the  Committee  arc  satisfied,  that 
those  whom  it  proposes  to  transport  to  Africa,  are  not  willing  to 
accept  of  the  provisions  in  their  favour  which  it  professes  to 
hold  out.  So  far  as  the  Committee  have  been  able  to  ascertain 
the  opinion  and  wishes  of  those  persons,  and  their  means  for 
this  purpose  have  not  been  few,  there  exists  among  them  a 
determined  opposition  to  the  design.  In  the  city  ot  Philadel¬ 
phia  and  its  vicinity,  this  opposition  has  been  manifested  in  * 
remonstrance,  adopted  at  a  very  numerous  meeting  ofthe  peo¬ 
ple  of  colour  in  the  summer  of  1817,  and  which  has  been  recent- 
lyre-published  by  them, and  circulated  among  those  with  whom, 
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they  have  supposed,  the  same  would  have  an  influence.  Those 
of  this  description  of  our  fellow  men,  who  are  natives  of  our- 
common  country,  acknowledge  an  alliance  and  affection  for  no 
other,  and  they  consider  themselves  os  well  the  children  of  that 
country,  as  we  do  ourselves.  When  among  those  whose  an¬ 
cestors  emigrated  here  from  Europe,  there  shall  prevail  a  dis¬ 
position  to  relinquish  America  and  return  it  to  its  aboriginal 
possessors,  then  we  may  expect  there  will  prevail  among  the 
free  descendants  of  Africa,  who  are  among  us,  a  wish  to  return 
to  its  shores. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  obstacle  to  the  execution  of  the  plan.  The 
magnitude  of  its  expence,  the  almost  unlimited  pecuniary  means 
it  will  require  to  conduct  its  operations,  would  interpose  other 
and  insuperable  obstacles  to  its  success.  The  free  coloured  po¬ 
pulation  of  the  United  States,  by  the  census  of  1810,  numbered* 
186,446.  Estimating  the  costs  of  transporting  those  persons 
at  the  small  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  the  amount 
would  be  18,644,600  dollars;  and  after  they  should  have  been' 
conveyed  to  Africa,  but  a  small  portion  of  the  necessary  expen¬ 
diture  would  have  been  consumed.  To  feed  and  clothe  the 
colonists,  to  furnish  them  with  articles  essential  for  their  com¬ 
fort,  und  requisite  for  the  exercise  of  their  industry,  would 
call  for  thrice  that  amount;  and  thus  the  disbursements  would 
be  augmented  to  54,933,800  dollars.  But  if  we  yield  to  the 
calculations  of  the  partial  advocates  of  the  plan,  and  suppose 
but  one  sixth  of  the  persons  to  be  colonized,  will  demand  to  be 
provided  for;  then  the  sum  of  9,322,300  dollars  must  be  fur¬ 
nished;  and  the  Committee  have  yet  to  learn,  that  a  hope  i i 
encouraged  by  the  Sooiety,  that  they  will  be  enabled  to  procure 
this  amount. 

In  the  failure  which  has  attended  the  efforts  of  the  nations  of 
Europe,  to  establish  colonics  in,  Africa,  the  Committee  have 
seen  a  confirmation  of  the  opinion  they  have  expressed,  that 
the  plan  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  is  impracticable; 
and  their  apprehension  of  the-  ruin  and  misery,  which  would 
be  visited  on  those  who  may  participate  in  the  attempt,  have 
been  increased.  The  Committee  have,  in  vain,  sought  for 
evidence  of  the  flourishing  condition  of  any  colony,  located  on; 
the  western  shores  of  Africa,  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to 
the  Kingdom  of  Morocco.  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain,  Den¬ 
mark  and  Sweden,  have  each  exerted  themselves  to  colonize 
there,  and  they  have  all,  in  a  great  measure,  failed  in  their 
efforts. 

The  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone,  the  most  extensive  and  nume¬ 
rous,  known  to  the  Committee,  is  represented  to  be  in  a«lan* 
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jjuishing  condition,”  and  the  objects  expected  to  result  from  it, 
a  it,  it  is  said,  about  to  be  relinquished  as  hopeless.  In  the  year 
1787,  when  it  was  founded,  its  numbers  were  reduced  by  dis¬ 
ease  from  four  hundred  and  sixty,  to  two  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-six.  In  1789,  the  inhabitants  were  dispeised,  and  the  town 
burnt  to  ashes,  by  an  African  chief,  in  revenge  for  some  de¬ 
predations  committed  by  a  Slave  factor,  to  whose  party  two  of 
the  colonists  had  been  compelled  to  serve  as  guides.,  Re-esta- 
blished  in  1791,  it  flourished,  for  a  time,  under  the  superintend- 
ance  of  the  virtuous  Clarkson  ;  but  pillaged  in  1794  by  the 
French,  it  was  afterwards  found  necessary  by  the  company,  who 
had  charge  of  its  interests,  in  consequence  of  difficulties  which 
arose  in  regulating  its  concerns,  and  of  its  cxpenccs,to  relinquish 
it  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain.  Since  that  event,  a  proposi¬ 
tion  has  been  publicly  made,  for  its  entire  abandonment.* 

A  colony  established  in  the  island  of  Dulama,  at  the  mouth 
of  Rio  Grande,  by  the  English,  under  the  direction  of  Lieute¬ 
nant  Philip  Beaver  in  1792;  was  attacked  by  the  natives,  pesti¬ 
lence  swept  off  many  of  its  members,  and  in  1793  the  settle¬ 
ment  was  deserted  and  given  up.  The  few  remaining  sufferers, 
who  survived  the  ravages  of  war  and  disease,  removed  to  Sierra 
Leone;  and  Lieutenant  Beaver  returned  to  Great  Britain,  after 
having  expended,  in  one  year,  in  this  attempt  to  colonize  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  persons,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
pounds  sterling. 

In  1780,  the  government  of  Sweden  undertook  the  erection 
of  a  colony  near  Goree.  This  was  the  first  specific  plan  “  for 
alleviating  the  evils,  which  the  inhuman  man-trade  had  occa¬ 
sioned  in  Africa,”  and  to  that  nation  is  due  “  the  glory  of  this 
“first  attempt  to  vindicate  insulted  humanity,  and  to  burst  the 
“chains,  which  the  sanction  of  ages  had  rivetted,  to  demolish 
’“the  prison  house,  and  to  raise  ovef  its  ruins  the  temple  of  free¬ 
dom.” 

Under  the  protection  of  a  society  formed  at  Norkoping  in, 
1779,  acting  under  a  charter  which  authorised  them  to  locate 
forty  families  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  the  adventurers,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  enthusiasts  in  the  cause  of  virtue  and  science,  arrived  at 
Goree  in  17 87.  “The  -general  war,  excited  by  the  rapacious 
and  oppressive  monopoly  of  the  Senegal  Company,”  had  ren¬ 
dered  the  interior  country  entirely  inaccessible,  and  obliged 
Wardstrom,  the  leader  of  the  association,  and  his  companions, 
to  return  to  Europe. 


•  Communication  front  Sir  James  Luck  Yeo,  published  in  the  Philadelphia 
papera  ia  the  summer  af  1818. 
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The  last  attempt  to  colonize,  was  made  by  the  Danes  in  1788, 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Iscrt.  His  labours  to  accomplish 
the  object,  were  soon  after  his  arrival  on  the  Coast,  arrested  by 
death;  and  it  may  be,  that  a  small  establishment  was  afterwards 
completed  by  lieutenant  colonel  Roer,  who  succeeded  Dr.  Isert, 
as  me  principal  of  the  undertaking.  It  was  placed  in  a  district 
called  Aquapin,  of  inconsiderable  extent,  and  little  of  its  pre- 
sent  situation  is  known,  or  whether  it  has  survived  the  scourge 
of  pestilence,  or  the  more  destructive  havock  of  hostilities  by 
the  savage  nations  who  surrounded  it. 

To  these  facts  and  observations,  the  Committee  beg  leave 
briefly  to  add;  that  the  disastrous  results  of  the  different  expedi¬ 
tions  to  explore  the  borders  and  interior  of  Africa,  on  the 
western  coast;  furnish  abundant  evidence  of  the  dangers  which 
will  attend  all  who  may  ’attempt  to  occupy  its  shores;  and  the 
conclusion  is  irresistible,  that  if  these  enterprising  adventurers, 
protected  by  the  possession  of  all  the  means  to  guard  them 
from  destruction,  which  they  must  have  enjoyed,  were  swept 
off,  colonists  would  experience  a  harder  and  un  earlier  fate. 

The  Committee  do  not  undertake  to  assert,  that  there  may  not 
be  found, on  the  western  shores  of  Africa,  numerous  rich  and  fer¬ 
tile  tracts  of  country,  abounding  in  all  the  fruits  and  productions 
of  the  luxuriant  soils  of  tropical  climates.  But  they  claim  the 
privilege  to  state,  that  so  far  as  they  have  been  uble  to  obtain  in¬ 
formation,  from  which  an  opinion  can  be  formed,  these  tracts 
arc  small  in  extent;  widely  separated,  and  many  of  them  are 
placed  nearly  under  the  burning  sun  of  the  line;  and  they  arc 
constantly  visited  by  diseases,  which  are  fatal  to  all  who  are  ex¬ 
posed  to  their  influence.  The  mouths  and  banks  of  the  rivers, 
where  the  most  productive  soil  is  always  found,  are,  more  parti¬ 
cularly,  exposed  to  pestilence  and  mortality.  The  country  is 
in  general  occupied  by  a  bold  and  martial  race,  entirely  addict¬ 
ed  to  war;  many  of  t{«Mn  of  a  large  size,  strong  and  well  pro¬ 
portioned  ;  their  courage  intrepid,  and  they  are  all  tenacious 
and  je  ilous  of  liberty.  The  character  of  the  nations  near  the 
coast,  a%  distinguished  from  those  of  the  interior,  is  peculiarly 
fcrociouB  anil  bloody. 

To  obtain  a  cession  of  lands  from  such  people,  In  favour  of 
pacific  unt)  unarmed  strangers,  could  not  be  easily  accomplish* 
ed.  To  take  possession  of  such  a  country  by  force,  would  re* 
quire  un  army. 

But  should  a  territory  of  sufficient  extent  be  found  and  ita 
surrender  obtained,  by  peaceful  means;  of  what  avail  would  be 
the  cession?  From  whence  would  a  guarantee  of  its  penyia* 
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nency  be  procured,  and  who  could  rely  on  any  assurance  of  the 
validity  of  such  a  transfer?  Let  the  security  of  any  title  thus 
derived,  be  appreciated  by  the  observations  which  will  be  found 
in  u  work  of  great  authority,  «  Leyden’s  Discoveries  in  Africa.” 
44  More  formidable  obstacles  presented  themselves,  in  prevail- 
44  ing  on  the  native  chiefs  to  ratify  the  surrender  of  territory, 
44  which  had  been  formerly  occupied.”  44  The  only  property 
<<  with  which  a  savage  is  acquainted,  consists  of  the  fruits  of 
“  the  earth,  his  ornaments,  arms,  and  instruments  of  hunting 
44  and  fishing.  He  changes  his  habitation  according  to  conve- 
“  nience,  and  never  thinks  of  buying  or  selling  the  earth  upon 
“  which  he  roams  at  large.  His  own  possession  of  territory  is 
44  temporary,  he  cannot  therefore  believe  that  any  cession  is 
**  perpetual.  He  admits  a  colony  because  he  imagines  it  con- 
44  sists  of  his  friends,  or  because  the  colonists  have  purchased 
41  his  friendship,  but  as  soon  as  he  changes  his  opinion,  and 
44  withdraws  his  friendship,  he  thinks  himself  completely  justi- 
44  bed  in  resuming  that  right,  which  he  had  abandoned  without 
44  reflection.” 

Persuaded  of  the  impracticability  of  prosperous  colonization 
in  Africa,  and  of  the  misery  and  suffering,  in  which  an  attempt 
to  carry  it  into  operation,  would  involve  those  who  might  en¬ 
gage  in  the  undertaking,  the  Committee  are  desirous  to  pre¬ 
sent  other  considerations  to  the  notice  of  the  Convention. 

The  formation  of  a  plan  of  colonization,  in  the  bosom  of  the 
slave-holding  states,  for  other  purposes  than  those  connected  with 
with  the  abolition  of  slavery,  avowed  as  this  plan  has  been,  to  have 
no  such  design;  seems  to  portend,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  to  the  cause  for  which  our  Societies  have  been  associated, 
every  thing  which  its  friends  and  advocates  ought  to  dread.  In  a 
just  view  of  the  subject,  it  may  be  contemplated,  as  fruitful  of 
means  to  eternize  the  bondage  of  those  of  the  African  race  who 
may  be  left  behind  the  colonists;  and  as  thus  defeating  the  slow 
but  certain  progress  of  those  principles,  which,  if  uninterrupted, 
will  produce  their  universal  emancipation. 

In  the  influence  of  this  plan,  on  the  condition  of  the  free  peo¬ 
ple  of  colour  in  the  slave-holding  states,  it  may  be  fatal  to  their 
prosperity.  Objects  of  jealousy,  fear  and  hatred  to  those,  who 
hold  their  brothers  in  bondage,  they  will  exercise  on  all  occa¬ 
sions  the  power,  with  which  they  are  invested,  to  regulate  thqir 
situation,  and  legislate  over  them.  If,  when  the  opportunity  to 
abandon  their  homes  their  friends  and  their  kindred,  by  em¬ 
barking  for  the  colony  in  Africa,  shall  be  offered  to  them,  they 
shall  desire  to  remain,  in  the  country  of  their  birth  and  of  their 
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affections;  other  methods  than  compulsion  will  be  employed,  and 
they  will  thus  be  driven  to  adopt,  as  a  refuge  from  suffering  and 
oppression,'  transportation  to  a  grave  in  Africa.  Already  have 
measures  been  resorted  to  in  one  of  the  states  to  the  south,  which, 
it  is  conjectured,  may  have  been  prompted  by  an  expectation  of 
success  in  the  plan  of  establishing  a  colony  in  Africa.  A  heavy 
poll  tax,  levied  exclusively  on  the  free  people  of  colour,  has  in¬ 
structed  them,  as  well  in  the  knowledge  of  the  power  of  those 
who  legislate  over  them,  as  in  their  disposition  to  abuse  that 
power.  The  option  of  voluntary  emigration,  and  the  protest 
which  has  always  been  avowed  against  the  employment  of  com¬ 
pulsory  means  to  increase  the  number  of  colonists,  will  avail 
noticing,  if  measures  of  this  kind  are  adopted  by  those  states, 
where  a  disposition  to  get  rid  of  the  free  people  of  colour  pre¬ 
vails. 


The  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  most  expedient 
mode  of  declaring  the  sense  of  the  Convention  on  this  impor¬ 
tant  subject,  will  be  by  expressing  it,  in  the  pioposed  address  to 
the  Abolition  Societies  of  the  United  States;  and  for  this  pur¬ 
pose,  they  have  prepared  certain  paragraphs,  herewith  report¬ 
ed,  which,  if  approved  by  the  Convention,  may  form  a  part  of 
that  address. 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  on  behalf  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee. 


RICHARD  PETERS,  Jr.  Chairman. 


On  motion,  the  essay,  accompanying;  the  above 
report,  was  considered  in  committee  of  the  whole: 
Dn.  Jonas  Preston  in  the  chair.  The  Commit¬ 
tee,  after  a  full  examination  of  the  subject,  rose  and 
reported  sundry*  amendments,  which  were  concurred 
with  by  the  Convention.  Whereupon,  the  essay  as 
amended  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  n  circular  ad* 
dress  to  the  Societies,  to  be  incorporated  with  that 
address. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Joseph  Bring- 
hurst  and  Samuel  Hilles,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session. 

Adjourned  to  1 1  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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December  1 5  th,  181 8. 

Eleven  o’clock  A.  M.  Convention  met  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  business. 

The  essays  of  memorials,  on  the  subject  of  the 
sale  of  people  of  colour,  illegally  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  upon  the  situation  of  the  slave 
population  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  were  on  mo¬ 
tion,  referred  to  the  joint  attention  of  the  commit¬ 
tees  who  reported  them;  with  instructions  to  unite 
them  in  one  memorial,  and  to  incorporate  therewith, 
a  request  to  Congress  for  the  revision  of  the  act  con¬ 
cerning  fugitives  fiom  justice. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution,  were 
moved,  and  adopted,  viz. 

The  attention  of  the  Convention  having  been  call¬ 
ed  to  the  Island  of  St.  Domingo  or  Hayti,  and  it 
being  believed,  that  the  cause  of  humanity  would  be 
promoted,  if  measures  could  be  devised,  whereby  an 
end  might  be  put  to  the  unfortunate  divisions  which 
at  present  exist,  between  the  two  independent  govern* 
ments  in  that  Island,  and  a  pacification  effected: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Convention* 
with  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  Acting  Com¬ 
mittee,  be  requested  to  open  a  correspondence  with 
the  African  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  and  with 
such  influential  and  philanthropic  individuals,  in 
Europe  and  elsewhere,  as  he  may  think  proper,  upon 
these  subjects;  with  a  view  to  effect  the  objects  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  preamble  to  this  resolution,  and  to 
promote  such  arrangements,  as  will  render  that  island 
a  safe  asylum  for  such  free  people  of  colour  in  the 
United  States  and  elsewhere,  as  may  choose  to  emi¬ 
grate  to  it. 

A  statement  of  the  accounts  of  the  Convention, 
was  received  from  the  Treasurer,  shewing  a  cash  ba- 
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lance  in  his  hands  of  ninety-five  dollars  twenty-seven 
cents. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Society  for  promoting  the  abolition  of  sla¬ 
very,  &c.  stating  that  the  Society  had  appropriated 
sixty  dollars,  towards  defraying  the  expcnccs  of  the 
present  special  meeting  of  the  Convention. 

On  motion,  Resolved  that  this  Convention  enter¬ 
tains  a  grateful  sense  of  the  generous  contribution 
made  by  William  Dillwyn  of  London,  in  aid  of 
the  cause  of  emancipation,  and  that  the  thanks  of  the 
Convention  be  transmitted  to  him  by  the  President. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  circular 
address  to  the  Societies,  reported  an  essay,  which 
being  considered  by  paragraphs,  was,  with  some 
amendments,  unanimously  adopted. 

Adjourned  to  half  past  three  o’clock. 


Half  past  three  o’clock  P.  M. 
Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  joint  committees  on  the  subject  of  preparing 
a  memorial  to  Congress,  reported  an  essay  thereof, 
which  being  read,  was  with  some  amendments, 
adopted  as  follows; — 

To  the  Honourable  the  Senate  and  House  o/Be- 
presentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled , 

The  Memorial  of  the  American  Convention  for  pro¬ 
moting  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  improving 
the  condition  of  the  African  race, 

Respectfully  Sheweth; 

That  a  coincidence  of  circumstances  materially  af¬ 
fecting  the  interests  of  humanity,  in  relation  to  slavery 
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and  the  slave-trade,  having  induced  a  special  meeting 
of  the  delegates  of  the  several  Societies  in  different 
parts  of  the  United  States,  which  compose  this  Con¬ 
vention,  they  are  induced  to  solicit  the  atteption  of 
Congress  to  the  following  among  other  considerations 
which  have  claimed  their  serious  deliberation. 

By  the  law  of  March  1 807,  the  introduction  of 
slaves  into  the  United  States,  was  forbidden  under 
certain  penalties  and  forfeitures,  which  it  was  hoped 
would  not  be  encountered  by  avarice  or  evaded  by 
collusion,  a  provision  in  that  law  however,  renewed 
and  confirmed  by  the  law  of  April  1818,  allows  that 
if  slaves  are  imported,  they  shall  be  disposed  of,  agree¬ 
ably  to  such  regulations  as  may  be  made  by  the  le¬ 
gislatures  of  the  several  states,  where  the  importation 
takes  place,  a  provision  which  goes  far  to  defeat  the 
declared  object  of  the  law. 

The  policy  which  prevails  in  the  slave-holding 
states,  authorises  their  sale,  and  fixes  upon  them  the 
seal  of  perpetual  bondage.  The  law  of  Congress 
therefore  in  its  practical  operation,  does  in  fact  con¬ 
sign  persons  to  that  very  slavery,  which  its  general 
Spirit  and  its  severe  penalties  would,  on  the  first  im¬ 
pression,  seem  calculated  to  prevent.  That  the  temp¬ 
tations  to  import  are  stronger  than  the  terrors  which 
the  laws  hold  out,  is  not  now  a  matter  of  suspicion, 
but  of  public  notoriety.  On  the  20th  of  July  last,  139 
negroes  were  sold  by  the  sheriff  of  New-Orleans,  as 
having  been  brought  there  in  violation  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States;  and  on  the  26th  of  August  fol¬ 
lowing,  63  were  sold  at  Milledgeville,  in  Georgia, 
on  account  of  a  similar  introduction;  several  other 
instances  of  a  like  character,  it  is  confidently  believed, 
have  occurred  in  Louisiana,  and  that  the  trade  is  still 
covertly  prosecuted,  in  different  forms,  with  activity 
and  profit. 

tf 
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Of  the  disposition  which  has  been  made  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  forfeitures  already  incurred,  your 
memorialists  have  no  certain  intelligence;  but  for  the 
honour  of  their  country,  in  common  with  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  the  community,  whose  feelings  have  been 
strongly  excited  by  these  circumstances,  they  anx¬ 
iously  hope,  that  no  part  of  this' price  of  human  blood 
and  sinews,  has  stained  the  national  treasury. 

That  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  does  not  and  will 
not  prevent  importations  is  obvious;  but  they  believe 
that  a  provision  which  should  increase  the  penalties, 
and  declare  every  person,  illegally  imported  as  a  slave, 
to  be  free,  would  strike  at  the  root  of  the  evil,  by  de¬ 
stroying  the  motives  which  now  exist  for  the  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  law. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  also  to  observe,  that 
under  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  “  An  Act  respect¬ 
ing  fugitives  from  justice  and  persons  escaping  from 
the  service  of  their  masters,”  various  outrages  upon 
the  liberties  of  persons  legally  entitled  to  their  free¬ 
dom,  have  been  committed.  They  forbear  to  enter 
circumstantially  into  a  consideration  of  these  out¬ 
rages,  or  of  the  proper  means  of  relief,  as  the  sub* 
ject  was  fully  exhibited  to  the  view  of  Congress  at 
its  last  session,  but  they  respectfully  solicit  your  re¬ 
newed  attention  to  this  important  concern,  as  the 
evil  still  continues,  and  the  remedy,  which  is  solely 
in  your  power,  remains  to  be  applied. 

Your  memorialists  are  likewise  desirous  of  calling 
your  attention  to  the  territory  over  which  Congress 
holds  exclusive  legislation.  The  patriot,  the  philoso¬ 
pher  and  the  statesman  look  to  this  spot,  where  the- 
legislative  authority  of  the  republic  has  an  uncontroul- 
ed  operation,  for  that  perfect  system  of  laws,  which 
shall  at  once  develop  the  wisdom  of  the  government, 
and  display  the  justice  and  benevolence  of  its  policy!  i 
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Is  it  not  an  incongruous  exhibition  to  ourselves, 
as  well  as  to  foreigners  who  may  visit  the  seat  of  the. 
government  of  the  nation;  whose  distinguished  cha¬ 
racteristic  is  its  devotion  to  freedom;  whose  consti¬ 
tution  proclaims  that  all  men  are  bom  equally  free, 
to  behold,  on  the  one  hand,  the  representatives  of  the 
people  asserting  with  impassioned  eloquence,  the  un¬ 
alienable  rights  of  man;  and  on  the  other,  to  see  our 
fellow  men,  children  of  the  same  Almighty  Father, 
heirs  like  ourselves  of  immortality,  doomed  for  a  dif¬ 
ference  of  complexion,  themselves  and  their  posterity 
to  hopeless  bondage  ? 

Deeply  impressed  with  these  considerations,  your 
memorialists  do  earnestly  but  respectfully  request 
your  honourable  body,  to  take  into  your  serious  con¬ 
sideration,  the  situation  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  to  devise  a  plan  for  its  gradual  but 
certain  termination,  within  the  limits  of  your  exclu¬ 
sive  legislation;  by  which  all  children,  born  of  slaves 
after  a  determinate  period,  shall  be  free. 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  order  of  the  Convention ,  as¬ 
sembled  at  Philadelphia)  December  15/A,  1818 


On  motion,  Resolved  that  the  President  sign, 
and  cause  to  be  presented  to  both  houses  of  Con¬ 
gress,  the  memorials  to  that  body,  adopted  by  this 
Convention,  and  that  in  their  transmission,  prece¬ 
dence  be  given  to  the  above  memorial. 

On  motion.  Resolved  that  the  Acting  Committee 
be  directed  to  employ  some  suitable  person,  to  col¬ 
lect,  at  the  expence  of  the  convention,  the  laws  of 
the  several  states  respecting  slaves  and  servants  of 
colour;  to  digest  the  same,  and  if  they  deem  it  ex¬ 
pedient,  to  cause  such  digest  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  pf  the  Societies. 
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On  motion  of  a  delegate  from  New  York,  it  wa9 
unanimously  resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Con¬ 
vention  be  returned  to  Richard  Peters,  jr.  Esq.  for 
the  zeal,  ability,  and  attention,  with  which  he  has 
presided  over  the  convention,  during  its  present 
session. 

On  motion,  Resolved  that  the  minutes  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  this  Convention,  with  the  circular 
address,  &c.  be  published  by  the  Acting  Commit¬ 
tee,  and  that  the  usual  number  of  copies  be  trans* 
mitted  to  the  several  societies. 

Adjourned,  sine  die. 

Attest, 

ISAAC  M.  ELY,  Secretary. 


CIllCAJlaAli  AUWRESS 

To  the  Abolition  and  'Manumission  Societies  in 
the  United  Sidtcs  of  America. 

While  in  taking1  a  retrospect  of  the  blessings 
with  which  the  exertions  of  the  friends  to  the 
emancipation  of  the  African  race  have  been  crowned, 
the  American  Convention  for  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
assembled  at  Philadelphia,  see  much  cause  to  send 
forth  the  warm  incense  of  gratitude  to  the  giver 
of  every  good  and  perfect  gift}  they  find  in’ the  vast  and 
as  yet  unexplored  field  before  them,  sufficient  to  call 
forth  the  exertions  of  every  friend  to  humanity. 

The  present  period,  more  than  any  which  has 
preceded  it  in  the  annals  of  time,  is  distinguished 
for  a  seal  to  enlighten  the  human  mind.  When 
it  is  considered  that  mind  distinguishes  man  from 
inferior  orders  of  beings,  and  tliat  it  is  in  reference 
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to  the  soul  of  man,  that  he  is  said  to  be  formed 
after  the  image  of  his  Creator;  it  is  a  subject  of 
admiration,  that  the  obvious  truth  has  not  been  be¬ 
fore  discovered  and  practised  upon  by  Christendom, 
that  the  only  means  for  promoting  the  happiness  of 
human  beings,  is  moral  and  intellectual  cultivation. 
But,  though  the  acknowledgement  of  this  truth  is 
late,  we  hail  the  date  of  its  general  influence,  as  a 
most  auspicious  aera  in  the  history  of  man.  In  the 
operations  of  that  philanthropy,  which  in  some  coun¬ 
tries  of  Christendom  beside  our  own,  has  seemed  of 
late  to  warm  the  human  bosom,  from  the  throne  to 
the  cottage,  we  think  we  trace  the  footsteps  of  him 
who  willeth  not  the  death  of  a  sinner! 

But  while  wc  witness  with  delight  the  doings  of 
philanthropy,  whatever  may  be  their  object,  may  we 
not  be  permitted  to  suggest  what  object  ought,  in 
our  opinion,  to  claim  the  primary  and  best  exertions 
of  American  philanthropy. 

It  is  one  of  those  trite  but  vain  injunctions  fre¬ 
quently  repeated  in  common  life,  “  be  just  before 
you  are  generous.”  The  man  who  would  rob  the 
family  which  properly  looked  to  him  for  subsistence, 
by  the  contribution  of  his  means  to  the  support  of 
any  other  object,  however  laudable  in  itself,  we 
should  regard,  if  not  worse  than  an  infidel,  at  least 
unjust.  The  principle  of  morality  which  enjoins 
this  duty  upon  an  individual,  is  equally  obligatory 
upon  a  nation,  and  enforces  upon  that  nation  the 
necessity  of  making  the  melioration  of  condition, 
and  improvement  oi  its  own  citizens,  objects  of  its 
primary  concern. 

If  the  correctness  of  the  above  reasoning  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  it  will  not,  it  is  thought,  be  denied,  that  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  consequently  all  the 
citizens  of  those  states,  are  bound  by  strong  moral 
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fare  of  all  the  poor  and  destitute  in  this  country, 
by  every  means  in  their  power.  Of  all  the  poor,  of 
all  the  destitute  human  beings  in  our  country,  the 
descendants  of  Africa  stand  pre-eminent.  Gladly 
would  this  convention  sec  these  objects  of  their  care, 
enrolled  among  the  participators,  of  that  philanthro¬ 
py  which  characterises  the  present  age.  Gladly 
would  we  witness  them  the  recipients  of  that  favour, 
which  the  governments  of  our  country,  and  the  mu¬ 
nificence  of  our  fellow  citizens  at  large,  are  wont 
to  bestow  upon  the  needy  and  wretched  in  this  land, 
‘which  seems  to  be  the  object  of  kind  Heaven’s  pecu¬ 
liar  blessings.  But  let  it  be  remembered  that  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  African  race  in  our  country,  we  appeal  to 
this  great  Tree  community,  not  simply  as  petitioners 
for  charity;  no,  we  demand  redress  for  injuries. 
The  long  catalogue  of  Africa’s  wrongs  is  known, 
even  to  our  children,  and  the  large  share  which  our 
own  country  has  contributed  to  the  wretchedness  of 
her  sons,  must  be  regarded  as  the  blackest  stain 
upon  our  national  annals.  Impressed  with  a  sense 
of  its  inhumanity,  the  legislature  of  our  country 
has  abolished  the  slave  trade,  and  some  of  our  states 
have  made  laws  in  favour  of  emancipation.  But 
shall  the  friends  of  abolition  rest  satisfied  with  these 
attainments?  No:  let  .it  not  be  forgotten  that  near 
one  million  and  an  half  of  slaves  yet  people  our  land; 
and  in  many  states  of  our  union  no  steps  whatever 
have  been  taken  towards  the  gradual  emancipation 
of  their  slave  population.  The  convention  would 
wish  to  awaken  the  patriotism  and  benevolence  of 
every  American  citizen  to  this  subject.  Was  the 
declaration  of  our  Independence  meant  only  to  fur¬ 
nish  an  idle  theme  for  declamation,  when  it  asserts 
that  all  men  are  born  with  an  equal  right  to  life,  li- 
berty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness?  Does  reason 
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or  revelation  acknowledge  that  superior  privileges 
should  attach  to  men  of  a  particular  colour?  And 
yet  the  slave,  in  some  portions  of  our  country,  is  not 
only  tasked  with  the  severest  duties,  but  the  light  of 
knowledge  is  debarred  his  mind,  by  municipal  pro¬ 
visions. 

The  only  arguments  to  be  offered  in  justification 
or  palliation  of  these  crying  enormities,  are  built 
upon  the  assumption  that  the  African  race  is  of  an 
order  of  beings  inferior  to  our  own,  or  that  admit¬ 
ting  him  to  be  entitled  to  his  freedom,  and  the  other 
privileges  of  a  native  citizen  of  our  country,  it  is  not 
expedient  at  once,  to  emancipate  him.  The  fallacy 
of  the  first  argument  may  be  amply  shown  by  a  re- 
ferrcnce  to  the  progress  in  learning,  and  the  ardent 
desire  of  improvement,  manifested  in  the  African  free 
schools  under  the  patronage  of  some  of  yoursocieties. 
And  as  to  the  latter  argument,  the  convention  would 
observe,  that  those  state  regulations  by  which  a  termi¬ 
nation  has  been  assigned,  at  a  future  day,  to  the  slave¬ 
ry  or  servitude  of  the  African  descendants  within  the 
controul  of  such  states,  have  met  their  decided  appro¬ 
bation.  If  the  slave-holders  of  our  country,  will 
only  affix  a  period  for  the  final  termination  of  slave¬ 
ry,  within  such  time  as  may  be  consistent  with  their 
own  safety,  and  the  preparation  of  the  slave  by  pre¬ 
vious  education,  for  the  enjoyment  of  liberty,  this 
Convention,  in  behalf  of  abolition,  will  ask  no  more 
of  them. 

But  while  the  convention  are  firmly  persuaded 
that  the  truths  and  arguments  above  stated  are 
incontrovertible,  they  do  not  flatter  themselves  that 
their  practical  operation  upon  mankind,  will  be  wit- 
nessed  to  any  considerable  extent,  until  after  the 
long  continued,  and  active  exertions  of  the  friends  of 
emancipation!  and  it  is  thought  by  the  convention 
that  these  exertions  can  not  be  applied  in  any  man. 
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ner  more  favourable  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
object  desired,  than  by  the  education  of  slaves  and 
free  person s* of  colour. 

The  mendicity  and  wretchedness  of  free  persons 
of  colour,  are  sometimes  made  the  basis  of  an  argu¬ 
ment  opposed  to  emancipation.  If  the  propounder  of 
this  argument  would  but  advert  to  the  fac%  that  the  de¬ 
gradation  of  the  African  is  attributable  to  r.  o  fault  of  his 
own;  so  far  from  finding  in  this  degradation,  a  justifica¬ 
tion  for  the  continuance  of  slavery,  he  would,  it  is 
thought,  find  sufficient  motives  to  double  his  exer¬ 
tions  for  the  improvement  of  the  wretched  victim  of 
avarice  and  oppression.  But  when  it  is  seen  that 
those  allowances  for  the  African  race,  which  would 
be  induced  by  the  consideration  adverted  to,  are  not 
made;  the  friends  of  abolition  are  required  to  educate 
to  the  utmost  of  their  ability,  all  those  persons  of 
colour  within  the  sphere  of  their  influence.  This 
course  is  recommended,  not  only  by  the  advantages 
which  such  education  would  confer  on  the  individual 
subjects  of  it,  but  that  this  despised  race  may  be 
possessed  of  sufficient  intelligence  to  make  an  appeal 
in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  those  who  are  free,  in 
behalf  of  their  enslaved  brethren,  to  the  moral  sense 
of  individuals  and  the  nation.  Nor  should  the  lite¬ 
rary  and  moral  education  of  African  children,  limit 
your  endeavours  for  their  improvement;  it  is  highly 
proper,  that  exertions  should  he  used  to  establish 
them  in  trades  and  other  employments,  that  thus 
they  may  become  respectable  and  useful  members 
of  society.  The  convention  have  been  informed 
that  African  children  and  adults  have  been  taught, 
with  no  inconsiderable  success,  in  the  city  of  New 
York  and  its  vicinity,  in  Sunday  Schools;  they 
would  therefore  recommend  the  establishment  of 
these  schools  for  their  instruction,  during  such  hours 
of  the  day,  os  will  not  interfere  with  due  attendance 
upon  public  worship. 
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There  is  one  other  subject  upon  which  the  con¬ 
vention  deem  it  their  duty  to  address  you. 

It  being*  important  that  those  who  arc  engaged  in 
the  same  cause,  should  act  in  concert,  the  conven¬ 
tion  think  it  prudent  to  express  an  opinion  upon 
a  project  which  has  excited  much  attention,  and 
which  may  have  an  influence  on  the  future  destinies 
of  the  African  race.  We  mean  the  scheme  for  re¬ 
moving  the  free  people  of  colour,  from  the  United 
States  to  some  spot  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  We 
have  investigated  this  scheme  with  great  care,  and 
bestowed  upon  it  much  and  serious  deliberation: 
the  result  has  been  a  very  decided  opinion  that  it 
ought  not  to  receive  the  support  of  the  friends  of 
universal  emancipation.  The  limits  of  this  address 
will  not  allow  us  to  do  more  than  to  mention  some 
of  the  principal  reasons  for  this  opinion. 

In  the  first  place,  and  this  alone  is  sufficient,  the 
people  of  colour  arc  averse  to  the  plan,  and  cunnot  be 
transported  to  Africa  unless  by  force.  A  remon¬ 
strance  from  those  who  are  in  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  where  their  number  is  considerable,  which  will 
be  printed  with  this  address,  shews  the  view*  in 
which  they  regard  the  scheme  in  question,  and  we 
have  reason  to  believe  that  similar  feelings  prevail 
very  universally.  We  think  also,  that  the  situation  of 
these  people  would  not  be  improved  by  their  trans¬ 
portation.  They  labour  it  is  true  under  a  disadvan¬ 
tage  here,  but  they  are  natives  of  this  countiy,  in  a 
great  part  of  which,  they  are  protected  by  equal 
laws,  enjoy  the  consolation  of  religion,  and  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  instruction.  By  industry  they  can  pro¬ 
cure  a  competence;  and  all  the  benefits  bestowed 
upon  our  nation  by  science  and  the  arts,  are  to  a 
certain  extent  necessarily  communicated  to  them. 
We  cannot  perceive  that  their  happiness  would  be 
x 
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increased  by  removing  them  to  the  unwholesome 
shores  of  Africa,  where  in  addition  to  all  the  hardships 
usually  encountered  by  new  colonists,  they  would  be 
exposed  to  the  hostility  of  the  barbarous  inhabitants, 
and  liable  to  fall  victims  to  any  European  power, 
with  which  the  United  States  shall  be  at  war.  Not 
yet  sufficiently  enlightened  to  govern  themselves, 
they  must  there,  as  well  as  here,  be  subjected  to  white, 
ruiers;  and  with  all  these  disadvantages  their  improve¬ 
ment  would  probably  be  retarded  instead  of  being 
accelerated.  The  colony  of  Sierra  Leone,  though 
founded  and  cherished  by  the  wisest  and  most  ac¬ 
tive  philanthropists,  and  aided  by  the  British  govern¬ 
ment,  yet  languishes,  and  has  realized  few  of  the 
expectations  which  were  entertained  by  its  projec¬ 
tors.  We  doubt  however,  whether  the  scheme  be 
practicable.  There  is  reason  to  believe,  though  upon 
this  point  we  would  not  speak  positively,  that  on 
the  whole  Atlantic  coast  of  Africa,  south  of  the 
great  Desart,  no  place  can  be  found  in  a  healthy  cli¬ 
mate,  unembarrassed  by  European  claims,  in  which 
there  is  a  tract  of  land,  lit  for  cultivation  and  lying  in 
one  body,  sufficiently  extensive  to  support  a  colony 
numerous  enough  to  defend  its  own  independence. 
But  supposing  a  scitc  to  be  found  in  every  respect 
proper  for  the  purpose,  and  supposing  the  free  peo¬ 
ple  of  colour  willing  to  be  removed,  how  are  they  to 
be  transported*?  To  send  only  a  few,  it  is  obvious 
would  have  no  influence  on  the  welfare  of  this  coun- 
trv,  or  of  those  who  remain  here.  The  total  number 
at  the  last  census  of  free  persons  of  colour,  was  up¬ 
wards  of  186,000,  and  it  has  since  considerably  in¬ 
creased.  Let  any  one  calculate  the  millions  it  would 
cost,  to  transport  this  number  of  people,  to  feed  and 
maintain  them  till  they  shall  have  cleared  and  culti¬ 
vated  the  ground,  and  the  annual  expence  of  a  large 
military  establishment  kept  up  in  Africa  to  defend 
them,  and  then  answer  whether  the  Congress  will* 
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be  willing  to  impose,  or  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  pay,  the  taxes  which  would  be  necessary 
for  so  profuse  an  expenditure:  even  if  these  diffi¬ 
culties  were  removed,  we  would  ask  what  form  of 
government  it  is  intended  to  frame  for  the  co.ony? 
Is  it  intended  to  form  it  into  a  territory,  and  in  due 
time  to  admit  it  into  the  Union,  as  a  state?  We  pre¬ 
sume  not.  Is  it  intended  that  it  shall  always  be  go¬ 
verned  by  the  United  States,  and  that  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  bind  it  in  all  cases  whatsoever  ?  Since 
the  colonists  will  be  free  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  will  they  not  carry  with  them  the  rights 
which  they  now  enjoy,  and  be  entitled  in  regard 
to  the  parent  country,  to  all  the  privileges  which 
these  states  claimed  while  British  colonies  ?  Or  is 
the  colony  to  be  erected  into  an  independent  nation  ? 
In  that  case  we  shall  cease  to  have  any  right  to  con- 
troul  them,  and  though  no  one  can  foresee,  yet  all 
must  apprehend  the  consequences  to  result  from  a 
nation,  so  composed  as  that  will  be.  Such  and  so 
many  are  the  difficulties  and  embarrassments  with 
which  this  project  is  attended,  that  we  cannot  help 
regarding  its  accomplishment,  as  being  at  the  least 
extremely  improbable.  Besides,  it  has  been  can¬ 
didly  avowed,  by  some  of  the  advocates  of  this 
scheme,  that  one  of  the  objects  to  be*  answered  by  it, 
is  to  render  property  in  slaves  more  secure.  Now 
our  object  being  gradually  to  abolish  this  kind  of 
property,  we  do  not  perceive  the  expediency  of  our 
supporting  a  measure,  the  tendency  of  which,  is  ad¬ 
mitted  by  some  of  its  most  distinguished  friends,  to 
be  hostile  to  the  purpose  which  we  are  labouring  to 
effect.  It  may  be  asked,  why  if  we  suppose  this 
scheme  impracticable,  we  think  it  necessary,  to 
notice  it?  We  do  so,  because  we  fear  that  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  the  scheme  may  be  injurious.  Should  it 
receive  the  approbation  ol  Congress  or  of  the  legisla¬ 
tures  of  the  slave  states,  so  as  to  induce  an  expectation 
in  those  parts  of  the  Union  that  it  will  be  executed,  it 
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is  highly  probable  that  the  question  of  emancipation 
will  become  connected  with  it;  in  that  ease  every 
attempt  to  procure  a  gradual  abolition  of  slavery  will 
be  resisted,  on  the  ground  that  measures  for  that 
purpose  cannot  conveniently  be  taken,  until  a  colony 
shall  be  established,  to  which  the  liberated  slaves 
may  be  transported ;  and  thus  the  very  impractica¬ 
bility  of  the  plan  will  render  it  mischievous.  Wc 
shall  only  add,  that  upon  a  very  dispassionate  review 
of  the  subject,  wc  are  confirmed  in  the  opinion  ex¬ 
pressed  in  our  resolution,  passed  in  August  1817, 
in  the  following  words.  “  Resolved  as  the  sense  of 
“  this  Convention,  and  explanatory  of  its  views  of 
“  this  interesting  subject,  that  the  gradual  and  total 
“emancipation  of  all  persons  of  colour,  and  their 
“  literary  and  moral  education,  should  precede  their 
“  colonization.” 

AVe  have  also  taken  into  consideration  the  expe¬ 
diency  of  promoting  the  emigration  of  free  people  of 
colour  to  the  island  of  Ilay  ti,  which  it  is  understood 
would  be  encouraged  by  the  governments  there.  But 
on  this  subject  much  remains  to  be  known,  before  a 
decided  opinion  can  be  prudently  formed. 

Before  concluding  this  address,  the  convention' 
would  notice  with  much  satisfaction,  the  act  of  the 
state  of  New  Jersey  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
slaves  or  servants  of  colour  out  of  that  state.  The 
convention  deem  the  benevolent  exertions  of  their 
friends  in  that  state,  as  worthy  of  all  praise,  and  the 
decided  expression  of  the  public  sentiment,  signified 
in  the  passage  of  that  law,  by  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Legislature,  is  calculated  to  cheer  the  hopes  of 
the  philanthropist. 

Signed  on  be/iaff  and  by  order  the  Convention , 
December  15,  1818. 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Jr.  President- 
Attest— Isaac  M.  Ely,.  Secretary. 
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Address  of  the  free  people  of  colour  in  Fhila - 
dclpliia , 

REFERRED  TO  IN  THE  PRECEDING  CIRCULAR. 

At  a  numerous  meeting  of  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  held  in  pursuance  of  public 
notice,  at  the  school  house  in  Green's  court,  on  the  evening  of 
August  10th  1817,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration 
the  plan  of  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  James  Forten,  was  appointed 
chairman,  and  Ilusscll  Parrott,  secretary.  Rraobved  unani¬ 
mously,  that  the  following  address,  signed  on  behalf  of  the 
meeting,  by  the  chairman  and  secretary,  be  published  and 
circulated. 

To  the  humane  and  benevolent  Inhabitant «  qf  the  city  and  coun¬ 
ty  qf  Philudrl/ihra. 

THE  free  people  of  colour,  assembled  together,  under  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  deep  interest  to  their  happiness  and  welfare, 
humbly  and  respectfully,  lay  before  you  this  expression  of  their 
leelings  and  apprehensions. 

Relieved  from  the  miseries  of  slavery,  many  of  us  by  your 
aid,  possessing  the  benefits  which  industry  and  integrity  in 
this  prosperous  country  assure  to  all  its  inhabitants,  enjoying 
the  rich  blessings  of  religion,  by  opportunities  of  worshiping 
the  only  true  God,  under  the  light  of  Christianity,  each  of  us 
according  to  his  understanding;  and  having  afforded  to  us  and 
to  our  children  the  means  of  education  and  improvement;  we 
have  no  wisji  to  separate  from  our  present  homes,  for  any  pur¬ 
pose  whatever.  Contented  with  our  present  situation  and  con¬ 
dition  we  are  not  desirous  of  increasing  their  prosperity,  but 
by  honest  efforts  and  by  the  use  of  those  opportunities  for  their 
improvement,  which  the  constitution  and  laws  allow  to  all.  It 
is  therefore  with  painful  solicitude,  and  sorrowing  regret,  we 
have  seen  a  plan  for  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the 
United  States  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  brought  forward  under 
the  auspices  and  sanction  of  gentlemen  whose  names  give 
value  to  all  they  recommend,  and  who  certainly  are  among  the 
wisest,  the  beBt,  and  the  most  benevolent  of  men,  in  this  great 
nation. 

If  the  plan  of  colonizing,  is  intended  for  our  benefit;  and 
those  who  now  promote  it,  will  never  seek  our  injury;  Wfc 
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humbly  and  respectfully  urge,  that  it  is  not  asked  for  by  us; 
nor  will  it  be  required  by  any  circumstances,  in  our  present  or 
future  condition;  as  long  as  we  shall  be  permitted  to  share  the 
protection  of  the  excellent  laws,  and  just  government  which  we 
now  enjoy,  in  common  with  every  individual  of  the  commu¬ 
nity. 

We  therefore,  a  portion  of  those,  who  are  objects  of  this 
plan,  and  among  those  whose  happiness,  with  that  of  others  of 
our  colour,  it  is  intended  to  promote;  with  humble  and  grate¬ 
ful  acknowledgments  to  those  who  have  devised  it,  renounce, 
and  disclaim  every  connection  with  it;  and  respectfully  but 
firmly  declare  our  determination,  not  to  participate  in  any  part 
of  it. 

If  this  plan  of  colonization  now  proposed,  is  intended  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  refuge  and  a  dwelling  for  a  port'on  of  our  brethren,  who 
are  now  held  in  slavery  in  the  south,  wc  have  other  and  stronger 
objections  to  it,  and  we  entreat  your  consideration  of  them. 

The  ultimate  and  final  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United 
States,  is,  under  the  guidance  and  protection  ol  a  just  God,  pro¬ 
gressing.  Every  year  witnesses  the  release  of  numbers  of  the 
victims  of  oppression,  and  affords  new  and  safe  assurunces  that 
the  freedom  of  ull  will  in  the  end  be  accomplished.  As  they 
are  thus,  by  degrees  relieved  from  bondage,  our  brethren  have 
opportunities  for  instruction  and  improvement;  and  thus  they 
become  in  some  measure  fitted  for  their  liberty. — Every  year, 
many  of  us  have  restored  to  us  by  the  gradual,  but  certain 
march^of  the  cause  of  abolition— Parents,  from  whom  we  have 
been  long  separated— Wives  and  children,  whom  we  had  left  in 
servitude — and  Brothers,  in  blood  as  well  as  in  early  sufferings, 
from  whom  we  had  been  long  parted. 

Qut  if  the  emancipation  of  our  kindred,  shall,  when  the  plan 
of  colonization  shall  go  into  effect,  be  attended  with  transporta¬ 
tion  to  a  distant  land,  and  shall  be  granted  on  no  other  condition; 
the  consolation  for  our  past  sufferings  and  of  those  of  our  colour, 
wljo  are  in  slavery;  which  have  hitherto  been,  and  under  the 
present  situation  of  things,  would  continue  to  be  afforded  to  us 
and  to  them,  will  cease  for  ever.  The  cords,  which  now  con¬ 
nect  them  with  us,  will  be  stretched  by  the  distance  to  which 
their  ends  tvill  be  carried,  until  they  break;  and  all  the  sources 
of  happiness,  which  affection  and  connexion,  and  blood  bestow? 
will  be  ours  or  theirs  no  more. 

Nor  do  we  view  the  colonization  of  those  who  may  become 
emancipated  by  its  operation  among  our  southern  brethren, 
as  capable  of  producing  their  happiness.  Unprepared  by  edu- 

Abolition  Societies/ 672 


ill 

Cation,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  truths  of  our  blessed  religion, 
for  their  new  situation,  those  who  will  thus  become  colonists 
will  themselves  be  surrounded  by  every  suffering  which  can 
afllict  the  members  of  the  human  family. 

Without  arts,  without  habits  of  industry,  and  unaccustomed 
to  provide  by  their  own  exertions  and  foresight  for  their  wants, 
the  colony  will  soon  become  the  abode  of  every  vice  and  the 
home  of  every  misery.  Soon  will  the  light  of  Christianity, 
which  now  dawns  among  that  section  of  our  species,  be  shutout 
by  the  clouds  of  ignorance,  and  their  day  of  life  be  closed, 
without  the  illuminations  of  the  Gospel. 

To  those  of  our  brethren,  who  shall  be  left  behind,  there  will 
be  assured  perpetual  slavery  and  augmented  sufferings — Dimi¬ 
nished  in  numbers  the  slave  population  of  the  southern  states, 
which  by  its  magnitude  alarms  its  proprietors,  will  be  easily 
secured.  Those  among  their  bondmen,  who  feel  that  they 
should  be  free,  by  rights  which  all  mankind  have  from  God  and 
and  from  nature,  and  who  thus  may  become  dangerous  to  the 
quiet  of  their  masters,  will  be  sent  to  the  colony;  and  the  tame 
and  submissive  will  be  retained,  and  subjected  to  increased  ri¬ 
gour.  Year  after  year,  will  witness  these  means  to  assure  safe¬ 
ty  and  submission  among  their  slaves;  and  the  southern  mas¬ 
ters  will  colonize  only  those  whom  it  may  be  dangerous  to  keep 
among  them.  The  bondage  of  a  large  portion  of  our  brethren 
will  thus  be  rendered  perpetual. 

Should  the  anticipations  of  misery  and  want  among  the  colo¬ 
nists,  which  with  great  deference  we  have  submitted  to  your 
better  judgment,  be  realized;  to  emancipate  and  transport  to 
the  colony,  will  be  held  forth  by  slave-holders,  as  the  worst  and 
heaviest  of  punishments;  and  they  will  be  threatened  and  suc¬ 
cessfully  used,  to  enforce  increased  submission  to  their  wishes, 
and  subjection  to  their  commands. 

Nor  ought  the  sufferings  and  sorrows,  which  must  be  pro¬ 
duced  by  an  exercise  of  the  right  to  transport  and  colonize, 
such  only  of  their  slaves  as  may  be  selected  by  the  slave-holders 
escape  the  attention  and  consideration  of  those  whom  with  all 
humility  we  now  address.  Parents  will  be  torn  from  their  chil¬ 
dren— husbands  from  their  wives— brothers  from  brothers— 
and  all  the  heart-rending  agonies  which  were  endured  by  our 
forefathers  when  they  were  dragged  into  bondage  from  Africa, 
will  be  again  renewed,  and  with  increased  anguish.  The  shores 
of  America,  will  like  the  sands  of  Africa,  be  watered  by  the 
tears  of  those  who  will  be  left  behind.  Those  who  shall  be 
earned  away  will  roam  childless,  widowed,  and  alone,  over  the 
burning  plains  of  Guinea. 
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Disclaiming,  as  we  emphatically  ilo,  a  wish  or  desire  to  in¬ 
terpose  our  opinions  and  feelings  between  all  plans  of  coloni¬ 
zation,  and  the  judgment  of  those  whose  wisdom  as  far  exceeds 
ours,  as  their  situations  are  exalted  above  ours;  J/ V  /nimbly,  re¬ 
spectfully,  and  fervently  intreat  and  beseech  your  disapproba¬ 
tion  of  the  plan  of  colonization  now  offered  by  “  the  American 
■society  for  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United 
States.” — Here,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  where  the  voice  of 
the  suffering  sons  of  Africa  was  first  heard;  where  was  first 
commenced  the  work  of  abolition,  on  which  Heaven  hath  smiled, 
for  it  could  have  had  success  only  from  the  Great  Maker;  let  not 
a  purpose  be  assisted  which  will  stay  the  cause  of  the  entire  abo¬ 
lition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States,  and  which  may  defeat  it 
altogether;  which  proffers  to  those  who  do  not  ask  for  them 
what  it  calls  benefits,  but  which  they  consider  injuries;  and 
which  must  insure  to  the  multitudes  whose  prayers  can  only 
reach  you  through  us,  misery ,  and  sufferings^  and  /ler/ietual 
slavery (. 

James  Forten,  Chairman. 

Russei.l  Parrott,  Secretary. 
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At  a  stated  meeting  of  the  sixteenth  “  American  Convention 
for  promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  and  improving  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  African  Race,”  convened  in  Philadelphia,  October 
the  5th,  1819: — 

Richard  Peters,  Jun.  was  appointed  Chairman,  and  Eli  HiJles, 
Secretary;  when  in  consideration  of  the  attendance  of  so  few 
•of  the  delegates  to  the  Convention,  it  was  on  motion  resolved, 
to  adjourn  to  half  past  three  o’clock  this  afternoon, — Adjourned. 

At  three  o’clock  P.  M.,  the  members  of  the  Convention  met, 
pursuant  to  adjournment. 

By  reference  to  the  credentials  now  produced,  it  appears  that 
the  following  persons  are  delegated  to  represent  their  respec¬ 
tive  Societies,  in  this  Convention. 

From  New  Fork. 

Hugh  M'Cormick  Reuben  Leggett 

Hirain  Ketchum  Isaac  M.  Ely 

Theodore  Dwight  Robert  F.  Mott 

James  Palmer 


Pennsylvania, 


William  Rawle 
Richard  Peters,  Jun. 
Benjamin  R.  Morgan 
George  Boyd 
Joseph  Parrish 


Jonas  Preston 
Edwin  A.  Atlee 
David  Paul  Brown 
Richard  C.  Wood 
Thomas  Shipley 


Columbia,  (Penn.) 

William  Wright  Charles  Lukins 

Joseph  Mifflin  Joseph  Quail 

Jonas  Preston 
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Delaware. 

Joseph  Bringhurst  John  Wales 

William  Gibbons  Eli  Hilles 

Evan  Lewis 


Of  whom  were  present: 

Keubcn  Leggett,  Robert  F.  Mott,  Thomas  Shipley,  Richard 
C.  Wood,  Richard  Peters,  Jun.  John  Wales,  William  Wright, 
Eli  Hilles,  William  Rawle,  Jonas  Preston,  Edwin  A.  Atlee, 
Evan  Lewis,  Joseph  Parrish. 


On  motion  resolved,  that  the  meeting  now  proceed  to  the 
election  of  the  oflicers  of  the  Convention. 

Upon  balloting  for  them,  it  appeared  that  Richard  Peters, 
Jun.  was  duly  elected  President, 

Evan  Lewis  Vice  President, 

Hubert  F.  Mott  »  Secretaries, 

Richard  C.  B  ood  5 

and  Jonas  Preston  Treasurer. 


The  following  communications  from  the  Societies  of  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Columbia  and  Delaware  were  presented 
and  read. 


To  the  "  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery,  and  improving  the  condition  of  the  African  race,”  to 
he  assembled  at  Philadelphia  on  the.  first  Tuesday  of  October , 
1819. 

The  New  York  Society,  for  promoting  the  manumission  of 
slaves,  and  protecting  such  of  them  as  have  been,  or  may  be  li¬ 
berated,  have  appointed  delegates  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
Convention,  at  the  time  and  place  above-mentioned. 

Since  our  communication  in  December  last,  very  little  either 
of  a  general  or  local  nature,  within  our  own  immediate  sphere, 
has  occurred,  which  calls  for  any  extraordinary  notice  from  the 
Convention. 

The  great  objects  on  which  our  Societies,  the  Convention,  and 
the  friends  of  humanity  throughout  the  world,  fasten  a  steady 
eye,  are,  the  abolition  of  the  traffic  in  human  blood;  the  melio¬ 
ration  of  the  condition  of  those  who  are,  and  who  have  been  its 
victims,  and  the  gradual  and  final  liberation  of  every  captive. 
With  hands  that  do  not  tire,  and  with  hearts  that  do  not  faint. 
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we  are  continuing,  according  to  our  means  and  opportunities, 
in  the  course  that  the  wisdom  of  our  predecessors  has  pointed 
out,  and  that  experience  has  sanctioned.  Our  school  is  numerous¬ 
ly  attended,  faithfully  instructed  and  liberally  supported.  The 
vigilance  of  our  committees,  has,  as  we  believe,  materially  cir¬ 
cumscribed,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  the  lawless  violence  of 
the  kidnapper,  and  has  in  most  instances,  successfully  resisted 
the  claims  of  those,  who  without  right  have  endeavoured  to 
drag  individuals  into  slavery,  under  colour  of  the  laws. 

Public  opinion  is  silently,  and  gradually,  but  firmly,  support¬ 
ing  our  labours,  and  we  confidently  hope,  that  ere  long,  there 
will  be  but  one  feeling  and  one  judgment  on  the  subject  of  sla¬ 
very. 

We  would  on  this  occasion,  renew  with  earnestness  to  the 
Convention  our  wish,  that  the  great  question,  whether  slavery 
shall  be  permitted  to  extend  itself  to  our  new  States  and  Terri¬ 
tories,  may  claim  their  most  serious  attention.  We  think  that 
the  immediate  and  lasting  interests  of  this  country,  as  well  as 
the  paramount  principles  of  rectitude,  are  deeply  involved  in  the 
decision  which  shall  be  given  to  the  question  by  our  national 
councils.  It  will  probably  be  decided  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress;  and  unless  a  powerful  effort  is  made  by  the  friends 
of  freedom  in  every  part  of  the  nation,  we  must  look  to  the  is¬ 
sue  with  the  most  fearful  apprehen-ions.' 

So  important  do  we  deem  it,  that  we  take  the  liberty  of  going 
beyond  the  limits  usually  observed  in  our  addresses  to  the  Con¬ 
vention,  and  of  recommending  specifically  the  appointment  of 
a  delegation  to  Washington,  formed  of  men  whose  talents,  in¬ 
tegrity  and  standing  in  the  community,  would  give  weight  to 
their  opinions  and  efforts,  and  who  would  punctually  attend 
there  during  the  session  of  the  national  legislature.  This,  with 
such  other  measures  as  the  wisdom  of  the  Convention  may  sug¬ 
gest,  will  we  hope;  do  much  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  a  prin¬ 
ciple,  which  if  once  admitted,  will  find  no  limits  to  its  expan¬ 
sion,  until  the  chain  of  slavery  has  crossed  the  continent,  and 
is  fastened  on  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  ocean. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  are  nearly  the  same  that  they  were 
at  our  last  report*  We  subjoin  a  list  of  their  names.  It  will  be 
perceived  that  a  change  has  taken  place  in  the  office  of  treasu¬ 
rer,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  John  Murray,  Jun.  In  adverting 
to  the  death  of  our  late  treasurer,  whose  character  and  worth 
must  be  well  known  to  all  the  members  of  the  Convention,  we 
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ran  with  propriety,  ask  for  your  sympathy  in  our  loss.  He  as- 
si^»<*il  in  organizing  this  society,  was  the  treasurer  from  its  in¬ 
stitution;  was  ardent  in  the  cause  which  it  maintains,  and 
rejoiced  both  in  its  labours  of  kindness  and  prospects  of  suc¬ 
cess.  His  heart  was  the  abode  of  benevolence;  he  delighted  in 
doing  good,  and  the  tribute  which  is  universally  paid  to  his 
virtues,  has  verified  the  declaration  that  “the  memory  of  the 
just  is  blessed.*’  We  have  appointed  the  following  persons  as 
delegates  to  attend  the  approaching  session  of  the  Convention. 
Hugh  M'Cormick,  Hiram  Ketchum,  Theodore  Dwight,  James 
Palmer,  Reuben  Leggett,  Isaac  M.  Kly,  Robert  F.  Mott 

Officers  of  the  Society. 

Cadwallader  I).  Coldcn,  President;  George  Newbold,' First 
Vice  President;  Peter  A.  Jay,  Second  Vice  President. 

Jeremiah  Thompson,  Secretary;  Robert  White,  Assistant 
Secretary. 

Robert  C.  Cornell,  Treasurer  and  Register. 

David  S.  llrown,  Chairman;  and  Samuel  Willetts,  Secretary  of 
the  Standing  Committee. 

R.  F.  Mott,  Secretary  of  the  Hoard  of  Trustees. 

lliram  Ketchum,  Chairman;  Isaac  M.  Kly,  Secretary  of  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence. 

Israel  Corse,  Chairman;  Reuben  Leggett,  Secretary  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Cadwallader  I).  Coldcn,  Peter  A.  Jay,  William  Slosson, 
Isaac  M.  Kly,  Benjamin  Clark,  Thomas  A.  Kmmett,  William 
Sampson,  and  Hiram  Ketchum,  Counsellors. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Society, 

CADWALLADER  D.  COLDEN,  President. 


To  the  "American  Convention  for  promoting:  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery,  and  improving  the  condition  of  the  African  race.” 

In  conformity  with  the  constitution,  under  which  we  are 
united  with  other  societies  having  views  friendly  to  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  human  slavery,  the  Pennsylvania  Society  have  appoint¬ 
ed  the  gentlemen  whose  names  are  herewith  communicated,  to 
represent  them  in  your  approaching  Convention.- 

Persuaded  of  .the  advantages,  which  will  continue  to  arise  to 
the  common  cause  in  which  we  are  embarked,  by  those  oppor- 
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tunities  for  united  deliberation  and  exertion,  which  are  only 
afforded  through  the  medium  of  the  Convention,  tve  feel  assured 
of  the  importance  of  your  approaching  session,  and  indulge  in 
pleasing  anticipations  of  its  usefulness. 

The  cause  for  which  we  are  advocates,  is  of  no  ordinary  kind. 
It  haa  for  its  object  the  happiness  of  more  than  one  million  of 
our  fellow  beings,  and  of  millions  yet  unborn!  It  is  of  no  specu¬ 
lative  and  doubtful  character,  for  it  is  founded  upon  the  simple 
and  imperishable  truth,  that  "all  men  are  created  free  and 
equal/’  The  precepts  of  religion,  the  dictates  of  reason  and  of 
equity,  equally  confirm  this  great  truth,  against  which  avarice, 
under  the  specious  garb  of  expediency,  is  the  only  assailant! 

When  we  revert  to  the  act  which  made  these  States  free  and 
independent,  we  discover  that  this  principle  was  amply  compre¬ 
hended,  and  solemnly  recognised;  and  when  we  have  reference 
to  the  constitutions  of  government,  which  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  in  the  exercise  of  a  calm  and  sober  discretion 
have  adopted,  we  perceive  in  most. of  them  the  same  principle 
conspicuously  developed  and  confirmed. 

The  American  people  are  then  bound  by  every  consideration 
of  justice  and  consistency,  to  bring  to  the  earliest  practicable 
termination,  the  system  of  slavery  which  exists  in  the  bosom  of 
our  republic,  so  irreconcileable  to  its  professions  and  to  its 
principles. 

Impressed  with  a  sense  of  this  obligation,  many  of  our  best 
and  wisest  statesmen,  who  justly  considered  our  declaration  of 
independence  as  religiously  pledging  us  to  a  course  of  national 
policy,  founded  upon  the  immutable  right  of  mankind  to  “  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,”  early  after  the  eventful 
period  of  the  revolution,  felt  it  their  duty  to  commence  a  system 
for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery.  To  Pennsylvania  belongs 
the  honour  of  having  passed  the  first  legislative  act  for  enforc¬ 
ing  so  desirable  a  purpose,  and  as  the  preamble  to  that  act  is 
but  little  known,  though  replete  with  feelings  of  the  most  digni¬ 
fied  kind,  and  such  as  freemen  who  had  recently  shaken  off’  the 
manacles  of  oppression  must  have  felt,  we  take  the  liberty  of 
submitting  it  to  your  view.  It  is  in  these  words: 

"  When  we  contemplate  our  abhorrence  of  that  condition,  to 
which  the  arms  and  tyranny  of  Great  Britain  were  exerted  to 
reduce  us,  when  we  look  back  on  that  variety  of  dangers  to 
which  we  have  been  exposed,  and  how  miraculously  our  wants 
in  many  instances  have  been  supplied,  and  our  deliverances 
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wrought,  when  even  hope  and  human  fortitude  have  been  un-» 
equal  to  the  conllict,  we  are  unavoidably  led  to  a  serious  and 
grateful  sense  of  the  manifold  blessings,  which  we  have  unde¬ 
servedly  received  from  the  hand  of  that  Being,  from  whom 
every  good  and  perfect  gift  comeih.  Impressed  with  these  ideas, 
we  conceive  that  it  is  our  duty,  and  we  rejoice  that  it  is  in  our 
power  to  extend  a  portion  of  that  freedom  to  others,  which  hath 
been  extended  to  us;  and  a  release  from  that  state  of  thraldom, 
to  which  wc  ourselves  were  tyrannically  doomed,  and  from 
which  we  have  now  every  prospect  of  being  delivered.  It  is  not 
for  us  to  enquire  why,  in  the  creation  of  mankind,  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  several  parts  of  the  earth  were  distinguished  by  a 
difference  in  feature  or  complexion.  It  is  sufficient  to  know  that 
all  are  the  work  of  an  Almighty  hand.  We  find,  in  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  human  species,  that  the  most  fertile,  as  well  as  the 
most  barren  parts  of  the  earth  are  inhabited  by  men  of  com¬ 
plexions  different  from  ours,  and  from  each  other;  from  whence 
we  reasonably,  as  well  as  religiously  may  infer,  that  he  who 
placed  them  in  their  various  situations,  hath  extended  equally 
his  care  and  protection  to  all,  and  that  it  becometh  not  us  to 
counteract  his  mercies. 

“  Wc  esteem  it  a  peculiar  blessing  granted  to  us,  that  we  are 
enabled  this  day  to  add  one  more  step  to  universal  civilization, 
by  removing,  as  much  as  possible,  the  sorrows  of  those  who  have 
lived  in  undeserved  bondage,  and  from  which,  by  the  assumed 
authority  of  the  kings  of  Great  Britain,  no  eff  ectual  relief  could 
be  obtained.  Weaned  by  a  long  course  of  experience  from  those 
narrow  prejudices  and  partialities  we  had  imbibed,  we  find  our 
hearts  enlarged  with  kindness  and  benevolence  towards  men  of 
all  conditions  ami  nations;  and  we  feel  ourselves  at  this  parti¬ 
cular  period  extraordinarily  called  upon,  by  the  blessings  which 
wc  have  received,  to  manifest  the  sincerity  of  our  profession, 
and  to  give  &  substantial  proof  of  our  gratitude.” 

Had  these  just  and  admirable  sentiments  influenced  all  the 
states  forming  the  American  Union,  liberty  and  happiness 
would  now  have  been  assured  to  the  vast  population,  which 
within  our  republican  country,  are  groaning  under  the  most  vile 
and  hateful  bondage  which  has  ever  existed.  Yet  the  efforts 
which  such  sentiments  have  inspired,  have  produced  fruits  so 
extensively  useful,  that  we  derive  from  them  much  occasion  of 
thankfulness  to  God,  who  has  blessed  them  with  many  incen¬ 
tives  to  perseverance  in  the  great  and  beneficent  work  in  which 
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we  are  engaged.  May  we  not  believe  they  have  averted  the 
anger  of  a  righteous  but  merciful  Providence,  whose  judgments 
upon  us,  for  national  ingratitude  and  the  sin  of  oppression, 
would  otherwise  have  overwhelmed  us  with  consternation  and 
woe. 

While  therefore  the.  Abolitionists  of  our  country  have  encou¬ 
ragement  to  persevere,  we  anxiously  hope  they  will  retain  in 
view  the  lessons  of  experience,  and  avoid  substituting  for  them, 
schemes  howsoever  splendid  yet  of  questionable  result.  We 
have  removed  from  the  slave  his  shackles,  and  yet  retained  him 
in  our  country  without  hazard  to  our  tranquillity,  and  have  de¬ 
rived  important  advantages  from  his  labour,  rendered  more  en¬ 
ergetic  and  productive  by  his  character  and  his  feelings  as  a  free¬ 
man.  Throughout  our  vast  empire,  millions  of  acres  are  unpeo¬ 
pled  and  uncultivated.  Shall  we  deny  to  the  emancipated  black, 
that  reparation  and  oblivion  of  his  wrongs,  which  would  be  af¬ 
forded  him  by  a  comfortable  home,  a  fruitful  soil,  the  protec- 
ion  of  our  laws,  the  benefits  of  our  example,  the  consolations 
of  our  religion,  and  the  advantages  of  our  literary  and  moral 
acquirements,  while  we  open  our  doors  and  extend  our  hand 
to  strangers  and  aliens  of  whom  we  know  nothing,  and  to  whom 
we  owe  nothing.  For  ourselves  there  is  but  one  principle  upon 
which  we  can  act  It  is  the  principle  of  immutable  justice!  we 
can  make  no  compromise  with  the  prejudices  of  slavery,  or  with 
the  slavery  of  prejudice.  The  same  arguments  that  are  now 
urged  against  emancipation,  unless  the  subjects  of  it  be  removed 
from  our  territory,  were  used  with  more  plausibility,  when 
abolition  was  an  experiment;  yet  they  were  combatted  with 
success,  and  where  now  is  the  free  state  that  would  bring  again 
upon  itself  the  curses  of  slavery?  It  is  indeed  true  that  the 
minds  of  that  oppressed  people,  who  have  claimed  our  sympa¬ 
thy,  remain  in  some  degree  under  the  thraldom  from  which  we 
have  liberated  their  bodies;  yet  the  new  springs  to  action  which 
liberty  inspires,  and  to  which  each  new  attainment  gives  in¬ 
creased  energy,  have  co-operated  with  education,  to  produce 
with  unexpected  rapidity  the  elevation  of  many  of  them  to  a 
respectable  standing,  and  will  finally  efface  from  all,  those  deep 
incisions  which  the  chains  they  have  borne,  have  mercilessly 
imprinted  on  them.  With  these  views  we  would  ask  of  you  to 
abate  nothing  of  your  ardour  to  procure  by  all  fair  and  honour¬ 
able  means,  the  total  and  most  early  abolition  of  slavery,  con- 
aistent  with  the  interest  of  the  objects  of  your  care. 
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Not  only  the  Societies  whom  you  immediately  represent* 
look  to  your  operations  with  deep  interest  and  solicitude,  but 
your  fellow  citizens  who  are  friendly  to  the  rights  of  humanity, 
expect  from  your  extended  information,  your  enlightened  coun¬ 
sels  and  concentrated  action,  results  of  the  most  beneficial 
Jtind. 

We  request  your  consideration,  whether  it  will  not  be  expe¬ 
dient  for  you  to  uddress  Congress  upon  the  subject  of  kidnap¬ 
ping,  praying  that  their  authority  may  be  interposed  for  its 
prevention  or  punishment.  By  innumerable  modes  of  seduction 
and  force,  free  citizens  of  our  commonwealth  arc  removed  into 
other  States,  and  there  disposed  of  as  slaves.  The  State  where 
the  crime  is  committed,  has  rarely  the  opportunity  of  punishing 
the  aggressor,  while  his  miserable  victim,  far  from  his  friends  and 
all  means  of  establishing  his  freedom,  is  consigned  to  bondage 
for  life.  Tbe  crime  is  a  frequent  and  increasing  one,  and  while 
we  believe  a  remedy  is  within  the  power  of  Congress,  it  is  im** 
portant  to  endeavour  to  obtain  it. 

It  frequently  occurs,  that  persons,  under  indenture  for  a  li¬ 
mited  time,  are  removed  from  the  State  in  which  they  were 
bound,  to  a  State  where  slavery  is  allowed  and  in  which  the 
maxim  of  justice  is  reversed,  and  every  person  having  a  black 
complexion,  who  cannot  prove  himself  to  be  free,  is  considered 
as  a  slave. 

By  the  laws  also  of  some  of  the  States,  free  persons  of  colour, 
passing  upon  their  lawful  business,  may  be  arrested  and  im¬ 
prisoned  until  they  can  produce  testimony  of  their  freedom,  and 
when  such  testimony  is  obtained,  if  unable  to  discharge  the  pri¬ 
son  fees,  they  are  sold  a9  slaves  for  the  payment  thereof.  These 
various  methods  of  manufacturing  slaves  in  one  State,  out  of 
the  free  citizens  of  another  State,  is  intimately  connected  with 
the  subject  of  kidnapping,  and  imperiously  calls  for  some  ap¬ 
propriate  remedy. 

The  education  of  coloured  children,  and  the  apprenticing  of 
them  to  trades,  bas  always  been  a  subject  of  deep  interest  with 
u9.  The  Convention  have  done  much  to  impress  on  the  public 
mind  the  importance  of  these  concerns.  Anticipating  the  pro¬ 
bability  of  this  nation  becoming  extensively  a  manufacturing 
one,  we  perceive  a  new  field  of  industry  opening,  in  whicn 
we  trust  they  will  be  permitted  to  participate. 

We  have  noticed,  with  strong  emotions  of  pleasure,  the  de¬ 
cided  opposition,  made  by  a  majority  of  the  representative 
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branch  of  CongreB9,  to  the  admission  of  new  States  into  the 
Union,  whose  constitution  of  government  shall  not  prohibit  the 
existence  of  slavery  among  them,  and  although  the  question  has 
not  been  definitively  settled  by  the  concurrence  of  the  senate, 
we  confidently  hope  that  every  examination  of  the  principle  it 
involves,  will  gain  new  advocates  to  the  cause  of  liberty.  While 
therefore  we  look  forward  to  the  approaching  Congress,  with 
an  anxiety  in  some  degree,  commensurate  with  the  magnitude 
of  the  question  which  will  probably  then  be  determined,  affect¬ 
ing  in  its  consequences,  not  only  the  immediate  interests  of  hu¬ 
manity,  but  also  the  character,  safety  and  perpetuity  of  this 
widely  extended  republic;  we  feel  a  strong  persuasion  that  the 
result  will  do  honour  to  our  Federal  Legislature. 

Whatever  may  be  esteemed  by  individual  States  as  their  pro¬ 
per  policy  in  relation  to  slavery,  national  policy,  supported  as 
we  trust  by  the  sentiments  of  the  people,  is  averse  to  it. 

Hence  we  feel  a  desire,  that  the  deliberations  of  our  national 
councils  should  be  upon  a  free  soil;  that  the  atmosphere  breath¬ 
ed  by  the  centinels  of  our  liberty,  should  be  uncontaminated 
by  the  fetid  and  pestiferous  breath  of  slavery.  It  is  the  boast 
of  regal  Britain,  that  not  a  slave  can  breathe  its  air.  It  ought 
to  be  that  of  republican  America,  in  relation  $t  least  to  the  seat 
of  its  government,  over  which  it  has  the  exclusive  power  of  le¬ 
gislation,  that  there,  is  exemplified  the  highest  perfection  of 
human  freedom. 

Our  Society  has  received  an  accession  of  active  members, 
since  the  last  report  to  the  Convention  on  this  subject.  We 
continue  to  persevere  in  promoting  the  object  of  our  institution, 
and  have  succeeded  in  numerous  instances  in  rescuing  from 
bondage  the  destined  victims  of  oppression.  There  are  now- 
three  persons  awaiting  their  trial  for  kidnapping.  Our  schools 
at  Clarkson  Hall  continue  to  afford  to  many  children  the  means 
of  education.  They  exhibit  an  order  and  proficiency  among  the 
pupils,  which  place  them  in  proud  comparison  with  any  other 
seminaries;  but  we  have  to  regret  our  inability  to  institute 
schools  in  remote  parts  of  the  city,  so  as  to  diffuse  more  exten¬ 
sively  the  benefits  of  education  among  children  of  colour.  An 
address  to  the  public,  excited  in  part  by  the  depressed  state  of 
our  finances,  which  have  thus  limited  our  usefulness,  exhibiting 
*'  the  origin,  purposes  and  utility  of  our  institutions,’*  a  copy  of 
which  we  present,  has  been  extensively  circulated.  We  hope  it 
may  remove  some  groundless  prejudices,  afid  be  productive  of 
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much  advantage  to  our  cause.  May  we  each,  in  our  several 
spheres,  continue  to  embrace  every  opportunity  to  advance  the 
interest  of  our  African  brethren,  and  we  doubt  not  Buch  exer¬ 
tions  will  bring  upon  us,  upon  them,  and  upon  our  common 
country  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence. 

We  have  appointed  William  Rawle,,  Richard  Peters,  Jun., 
Benjamin  R.  Morgan,  George  Boyd,  Joseph  Parrish,  Jonas 
Preston,  Edwin  A.  Atlee,  David  Paul  Brown,  Richard  C.  Wood 
and  Thomas  Shipley  our  representatives,  and  as  usual  annexed 
a  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Society. 

Signed  by  order  and  on  behalf  of  a  meeting  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Society  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  &c.  held 
9th  mo.  9th,  1819. 

J.  PRESTON,  Vice  President . 

Attest,  Benjamin  Williams,  (Secretary. 

Officers  of  the  Society. 

William  Rawle,  Esq.,  President;  Joseph  M.  Paul,  Jonas  Pres¬ 
ton,  M.  D.  Vice  Presidents;  Thomas  Shipley,  Treasurer;  Ben¬ 
jamin  Williams,  Blakcy  .Sharpless,  Secretaries. 

John  llallowell,  Richard  Peters,  Jun.,  Richard  C.  Wood, 
John  Sergeant,  William  Delany,  David  Paul  Brown,  Charles 
Smith,  (Lancaster),- George  Fisher,  (Harrisburg),  Counsellors. 

Gilbert  Gaw,  Daniel  Smith,  G.,  William  Master,  Lindzey 
Nicholson,  James  Cox,  Henry  Troth,  William  Shaw,  M.  D., 
John  P.  Milnor,  Benjamin  C.  Parvin,  William  Folwell,  Jun., 
William  Bryant,  Ellis  Stokes,  Electing  Committee. 

Abraham  L.  Pennock,  Samuel  Webb,  C.,  ‘Joseph  Walton, 
Blakey  Sharpless,  Philip  Price,  Jun.,  William  Wayne,  Jun., 
George  Boyd,  Edward  Needles,  Caleb  Richardson,  Othniel 
Alsop,  Joseph  Parker,  Joseph  Ridgway,  William  P.  Paxson, 
Board  of  Education. 


To  the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  Columbia  Pennsylvania 
Society  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  &c,  (it  being  virtually  but 
an  auxiliary  to  the  highly  respectable  and  influential  Society 
previously  established  in  this  state,)  may  form  our  apology,  if 
our  communications  to  the  Convention  should  be  found  less  in- 
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teresting  than  those  of  our  sister  societies,  whose  local  circura- 
Btanccs  constitute  them,  more  especially,  the  centinels  in  the 
great  common  cause  in  which  we  are  embarked.  We  presume, 
however,  that  it  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  Convention, 
nor  altogether  useless  in  strengthening  the  hands  of  others,  to 
receive  some  evidence  that  though  our  sphere  is  small,  yet  we 
have  not  lost  sight  of  the  objects  of  our  association.  In  our  ad¬ 
dress  last  year,  we  briefly  noticed  our  attention  to  education: 
hitherto  we  have  not  succeeded  according  to  our  wishes,  in  this 
interesting  department  of  the  duty  of  Abolitionists:  the  concern 
has  not,  however,  been  stationary;  schools,  both  in  Columbia  and 
York,  have  been  opened  for  the  instruction  of  people  of  colour, 
and  have  been  kept  up  for  various  terms,  and  with  various  suc¬ 
cess.  A  school  is  about  to  be  opened  under  the  auspices  of  this 
Society,  and  to  be  taught  by  a  member;  of  the  probable  number 
that  may  avail  themselves  of  this  benefit,  we  can  form  at  pre¬ 
sent  but  a  vague  estimate,  but  from  the  increase  of  interest 
manifested  on  this  subject,  we  have  grounds  to  hope  that  our 
efforts  will  not  be  unavailing.  There  is  also  another  school  in 
this  place,  which,  though  not  under  the  control  of  this  Society, 
yet  as  its  operation  is  concurrent  with  the  objects  we  are  labour¬ 
ing  for,  we  deem  it  not  irrelevant  to  notice  in  this  communi¬ 
cation.  We  allude  to  the  Sunday  School  for  coloured  people; 
this  school  was  instituted  in  January  last,  by  the  *'  Sabbath 
School  Society”  of  this  place,  and  has  been  kept  up  ever  since. 
The  number  of  soholars  entered  are  eighty -five,  consisting  of 
nearly  equal  numbers  of  children  and  adults.  The  regular 
scholars,  on  an  average,  have  been  about  forty,  twenty-six  of 
whom  can  read  in  the  Bible  and  Testament.  The  superintend 
dant  is  a  citizen,  and  member  of  the  Abolition  Society. 

Before  we  dismiss  this  subject,  we  would  take  advantage  of 
the  channel  thus  opened,  for  the  interchange  of  sentiments  be¬ 
tween  the  different  Societies  represented  in  the  Convention,  to 
observe,  that  it  appears  to  us  that  the  literary  and  religious  in¬ 
struction  of  the  free  coloured  population  of  these  states,  is  a 
subject  which  ought,  for  divers  important  reasons,  more  and 
more,  to  claim  the  serious  attention  and  patient  exertions  of 
the  advocates  of  universal  emancipation.  In  your  last  circular 
address  to  the  Abolition  and  Manumission  Societies,  it  is  stated 
that  the  number  of  free  people  of  colour  in  the  United  States, 
is  upwards  of  186,000;  this  is  a  formidable  number,  and  it  is 
obvious  that  their  conduct  will  tend  either  to  strengthen  or  to 
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weaken  the  hands  of  the  friends  of^etaancipation.  If  marked  b y 
indolence,  dissipation  and  vice,  it  will  afford  an  urgument, 
which,  however  false  and  unjust  in  itself,  will  not  fail  in  the 
hands  of  their  enemies,  with  greater  or  less  effect,  to  obstruct 
the  spreading  of  our  views  and  feelings,  to  the  prevalence  of 
which  we  must  look  for  the  ultimate  success  of  our  cause. 
"When  we  consider  then,  that  whether  this  part  of  our  popula¬ 
tion  (which  is  continually  increasing)  shall  impede  or  assist  the 
progress  of  the  cause,  much  depends  on  the  labour  bestowed 
upon  their  education,  how  momentous  does  the  subject  appear! 
and  how  much  does  it  behoove  the  several  Abolition  Societies, 
more  especially  those  which  are  located  in  sections  of  our  coun¬ 
try  where  slavery  is  no  longer  sanctioned  by  law,  to  use  all 
reasonable  endeavours  to  promote  this  desirable  end! 

Divers  attempts  to  infringe  the  laws  of  the  states,  by  carrying 
away  persons  of  colour  without  authority  or  without  sufficient 
evidence oftheirbeing  slaves, have  occurred  since  our  last  report; 
but  through  the  vigilance  of  our  acting  committees,  these  nefa¬ 
rious  designs  have  generally  been  frustrated.  The  attention  of 
our  acting  committee  is  at  present  turned  to  an  interesting  case 
of  a  different  character.  A  certain  Izard  Bacon,  of  Virginia,  by 
bis  will,  manumitted  all  his  slaves  which  he  should  die  possess¬ 
ed  of;  and  an  act  of  assembly  being  necessary  to  confirm  their 
title  to  freedom,  such  an  act  was  accordingly  obtained,  and 
pursuant  thereto  an  order  from  the  Supreme  Court  of  Chancery, 
for  their  removal  out  of  the  state.  They  were  accordingly  con¬ 
ducted  to  this  place  by  a  nephew  of  one  of  the  trustees,  and 
placed  under  the  care  of  our  acting  committee:  they  are  in  num¬ 
ber  fifty-five,  of  whom  sixteen  are  minors;  such  of  the  latter  as 
were  not  too  small  to  leave  their  parents,  have  been  bound  out, 
but  to  find  suitable  places  for  the  adults  is  yet  a  desideratum. 

It  is  with  mingled  sentiments  of  indignation  and  regret,  that 
wc  observe,  that  though  the  slave  trade  has  been  renounced, 
not  only  by  this  government,  but  also  by  almost  all  the  powers 
of  Kurope,  there  are  governments,  which,  instead  of  following 
these  noble  examples,  in  defiance  of  public  feeling,  not  only 
continue  to  prosecute  the  trade,  but,  as  if  dead  to  any  stimulus 
but  the  sordid  love  of  gain,  are  actually  deriving  a  sacriligeous 
profit  from  the  sacrifices  which  have  been  made  on  the  altars  of 
justice  and  humanity:  still  more  are  we  shocked  to  observe,  that 
among  these  barbarous  aliens  to  the  commonwealth  of  man¬ 
kind,  there  should  be  found  many,  (we  fear  very  many,)  who 
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claim  this  country  as  the  land  of  their  nativity.  But  we  hope 
that  this  subject  will  not  constitute,  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
ensuing  session  of  Congress,  a  less  prominent  object,  than  it  ap¬ 
pears,  from  late  dates,  to  have  made  in  the  British  Parliament. 
Whether  any  steps  can  be  taken,  by  the  Convention,  tending 
to  induce  the  United  States  of  America  to  adopt  such  mea¬ 
sures,  in  concurrence  with  Great  Britain,  as  would  effectually 
fend  to  the  final  suppression  of  this  abominable  trade,  we  sub¬ 
mit  to  your  consideration. 

List  of  Officers  for  the  present  year. 

President,  William  Wright;  Vice  President,  William  Vickery; 
Treasurer,  William  F.  Houston;  Secretaries,  William  Kirkwood 
and  James  G.  Mifilin;  Counsellors,  James  Hopkins,  Esq.  and 
William  Jenkins,  Esq.  Lancaster,  and  Samuel  Bacon,  Esq.  York, 
Pennsylvania. 

We  have  appointed  William  Wright,  Joseph  Mifilin,  Jonas 
Preston,  Charles  Lukens,  and  Joseph  Quail,  to  represent  us  in 
the  ensuing  Convention. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Columbia  Pennsylvania  Society,  for 
promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  &c.  the  4th  of  the  9th  mo. 
(Sept.)  1819. 

WILLIAM  WRIGHT,  President. 

William  Kirkwood,  Sec’ry. 


To  the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery,  <§'c. 

The  Delaware  Society,  for  promoting  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
in  addressing  the  Convention,  are  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the 
importance  of  the  present  crisis,  in  relation  to  the  cause  they 
have  espoused. 

While  we  view,  with  feelings  of  gratitude,  the  advances 
which  the  cause  of  emancipation  has  made  in  some  sections  of 
our  country,  and  the  laudable  exertions  of  many  of  its  distin¬ 
guished  advocates,  to  restore  the  long  oppressed  descendants 
of  the  Africans  to  their  inherent  rights;  we  cannot  withhold 
the  expression  of  our  regret  at  the  dereliction  of  others,  whom 
we  had  reason  to  consider  their  friends. 

On  taking  a  view  of  the  future  settlement  of  the  extensive 
territory  of  the  United  States,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  we 
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deem  it  of  the  highest  national  importance  to  the  future  repose 
and  prosperity  of  this  great  republic;  that  some  effectual  mea¬ 
sures  should  be  adopted  by  the  general  government,  to  pre¬ 
scribe  limits  to  the  future  extension  of  slavery  in  that  district 

The  power  of  Congress,  effectually  to  limit  the  extension  of 
slavery  in  that  country,  has  been  doubted  by  some;  but  we  con¬ 
ceive,  that  although  the  States  existing  at  the  time  of  the  for¬ 
mation  of  the  federal  constitution,  reserved  to  themselves  the 
right  of  legislating  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  yet,  that  this  being 
an  affair  of  Compromise  between  those  States,  would  not,  nor 
did  not,  control  the  constitutional  exercise  of  a  power  in  Con¬ 
gress,  to  exclude  slavery  from  such  States  as  might  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  from  any  acquired  territory,  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  as  they  then  existed. 

But,  believing  that  the  members  of  the  Convention  will  unite 
with  us  in  these  opinions,  it  is  not  thought  necessary  to  enforce 
them  by  any  arguments.  Some  observations,  however,  on  the 
general  tendency  of  the  restriction  alluded  to,  may  not  be  irre¬ 
levant  in  this  place.  It  is  believed,  from  the  prevailing  tide  of 
emigration  to  the  westward,  that  the  country  beyond  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  will  be  rapidly  settled;  and,  that  at  no  very  distant 
period,  that  portion  of  our  country  will  become  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  part  of  the  republic,  and  from  its  population,  wealth,  and 
resources,  will  acquire  preponderating  influence  in  the  national 
councils:  but  whether  this  influence  shall  be  beneficial,  or  dis¬ 
astrous  to  the  nation,  will  depend  upon  the  moral  character  of 
the  citizens  who  compose  that  population.  It  will  doubtless  be 
admitted,  that  nothing  has  a  more  powerful  tendency  to  demo¬ 
ralize  any  people,  than  tho  existence  of  slavery  to  any  great 
extent.  The  habits  and  prejudices  which  grow  out  of  such  a 
state  of  society,  are  directly  opposed  to  the  development  of 
those  virtues,  which  characterize  the  great  and  the  good  of 
every  age. 

Shall  we  then  people  this  fine  country  with  tyrants  and 
slaves,  instead  of  republicans;  or  shall  wc  draw  a  line,  beyond 
which  this  wide  wasting  pestilence,  this  scourge  and  curse 
of  the  nation,  shall  not  be  permitted  to  pass?  It  depends  on 
the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  Congress  to  decide  this  momentous 
question.  Again;  if  the  slave  holding  interest  obtain  a  decided 
preponderance  in  the  national  government,  what  ground  have 
we  to  hope,  that  any  representations  which  the  friends  of  eman¬ 
cipation  may  think  proper  to  make,  on  this  subject,  will  even 
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be  tolerated?  none! — It  then  becomes  an  interesting  question 
to  the  Convention,  what  measuies  ought  to  be  taken  in  relation 
to  this  important  subject.  We  would  suggest  the  propriety  of 
bringing  it  before  the  different  Abolition  Societies,  through  the 
medium  of  the  circular  address. 

The  efforts  making  in  England,  and  other  parts  of  Europe, 
by  the  friends  of  African  liberty,  furnish  cause  for  mutual  con¬ 
gratulations.  Wilberforce  and  Clarkson  remain  at  their  posts. 
Some  of  the  noble  veterans,  who,  during  the  last  twenty 
years,  have  pleaded,  in  the  British  Parliament,  with  successful 
eloquence,  for  those  who  have  groaned  under  the  horrors  of 
slavery,  continue  to  advocate,  with  unyielding  courage,  the 
emancipation  of  Africa,  from  the  shackles  and  avarice  of  Spain 
and  Portugal.  Their  hairs  have  grown  gray,  while  pleading  for 
mercy  and  humanity,  towards  the  afflicted  people  of  colour; 
but  we  hope  their  silvery  honours  will  not  descend  to  the 
grave,  till  they  shall  be  able  to  say,  in  the  voice  of  triumph, 
truth,  justice,  and  mercy  have  succeeded — the  slave  trade  is 
abolished. 

The  Delaware  Society  has  been  instrumental  in  rescuing 
from  illegal  bondage,  a  few  blacks,  since  we  last  addressed 
you;  but  the  number  of  cases  of  this  description,  which  have 
fallen  under  their  notice,  has  not  been  very  considerable. 

The  education  of  the  children  of  coloured  people,  continues 
to  claim  the  attention,  and  call  forth  the  exertions  of  the  humane 
and  the  benevolent.  A  school  continues  to  be  maintained  and 
superintended,  by  a  society  in  Wilmington,  in  which,  from 
thirty  to  forty  children  are  daily  taught  by  a  man  of  colour; 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  observe  those  children  receive  instruc¬ 
tion,  with  a  facility  equal  to  those  of  our  own  colour.  There 
are  also  two  other  schools  in  the  town  of  Wilmington;  one  for 
small  coloured  girls,  conducted  by  an  association  of  young 
women,  which  promises  to  be  of  important  advantage  to  those 
children;  the  other  iB  a  First-day  school,  kept  by  a  few  young 
men,  in  which  adults,  as  well  as  children,  are  taught.  These 
last  named  are  both  free  schools,  and  are  instructive  examples, 
of  what  the  pious  dedication  of  a  few  individuals  may  achieve. 

We  have  instructed  our  delegates  to  deliver  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  a  copy  of  a  report  made  by  a  committee  of  our  Society, 
respecting  the  constitutional  powers  of  Congress,  to  prohibit 
or  restrict  slavery,  within  the  Territories  belonging  to  the 
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United  States,  or  new  States  on  their  admission  into  the  fede¬ 
ral  compact. 

Our  delegates  to  the  Convention  are,  Joseph  Bringhurst,  John 
Wales,  Evan  Lewis,  Eli  Hilles,  and  William  Gibbons. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  are,  President,  John  Reynolds; 
Vice-Presidents,  Eli  Hilles  and  Robert  Porter;  Secretary* 
Samuel  Hilles;  Treasurer,  William  Seal;  Acting  Committee, 
John  Jones,  Joseph  Grubb,  Benjamin  Ferris,  Henry  J.  Pep¬ 
per,  and  Charles  Canby. 

Approved  at  a  meeting  of  the  Abolition  Society  of  Delaware, 
held  9th  mo.  29th,  1819. 

JOHN  REYNOLDS,  President. 
Attest,  Samuei.  Him.f.s,  Secretary. 


Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Delaware.  Society,  respecting  the 
constitutional  powers  of  Congress,  to  prohibit  or  restrict  sla¬ 
very  within  the  Territories  belonging  to  the  United  States,  or 
new  States  on  their  admission  into  the  federal  compact. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  the 
powers  of  Congress,  to  restrict  slavery  in  the  proposed  State  of 
Missouri  and  the  Territory  of  Arkansaw,  respectfully  submit 
the  following  report: 

The  committee  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  the  subject  submitted  to  their  consideration.  A  question, 
arising  under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  great 
charter  of  our  liberties,  involving  tho  respective  powers  and 
rights  of  the  federal  and  state  governments;  a  question,  upon 
the  issue  of  which  depends  the  probable  welfare  and  happiness, 
or  the  certain  misery  of  so  many  millions  of  the  descendants 
of  Africa;  and  the  decision  of  which  must  greatly  affect,  if  not 
entirely  determine,  the  character  and  duration  of  the  American 
republic;  demands  the  most  serious  attention  and  the  most  dis¬ 
passionate  and.  candid  discussion. 

Your  committee  have  therefore  viewed  with  much  regret  and 
alarm,  the  temper  and  disposition  that  were  exhibited  in  the  de¬ 
bate  upon  this  subject,  in  Congress  at  its  last  session.  Whilst 
some  of  the  members,  abandoning  the  open  field  of  candid  in¬ 
quiry,  and  fair  argument,  contended,  that  any  act  of  Con¬ 
gress  restricting  slavery  in  the  proposed  state'  of  Missouri, 
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would  be  disregarded  and  contemned  by  the  people,  and  there* 
by  be  rendered  nugatory;  others  assumed  the  tone  of  defiance, 
and  the  language  of  menace  and  cuntumely. 

If  this  momentous  question  is  to  be  decided  under  the  influ* 
ence  of  feelings,  such  as  those  that  have  been  recently  mani¬ 
fested,  the  advocates  for  the  restriction  of  slavery  cannot  but 
tremble  for  the  result,  and  still  more  deeply  deplore  the  fate 
of  those  unoffending  and  unhappy  beings,  who  will  become  its 
certain  and  miserable  victims.  It  therefore  becomes  highly  im¬ 
portant,  that  the  public  attention  should  be  immediately  and 
properly  directed  to  the  subject,  and  that  the  opinions  and 
sense  of  the  legislatures  of  the  respective  States,  whose  weight 
and  influence  in  the  scale  of  the  .Union,  are  to  be  materially  and 
deeply  affected  by  the  decision  of  the  question,  should  be  speedi¬ 
ly  ascertained,  and  openly  expressed. 

There  has  been,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  a  period 
in  our  national  history,  at  which  the  public  voice  on  this  ques¬ 
tion  would  not  have  been  divided.  When,  under  the  wrongs  and 
tyranny  practised  towards  this  country  by  the  government  of 
Great  Britain,  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  citizens  were  feel¬ 
ingly  alive  upon  the  subject  of  civil  liberty;  when,  it  was  unani¬ 
mously  declared,  by  the  Thirteen  United  States  of  America, 
“that  all  men  are  created  equal;  that  (hey  are  endowed  by 
their  Creator  with  certain  unalienable  rights;  that  among  these 
are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness;  and  that  govern¬ 
ments  derive  their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  go¬ 
verned;”  if  it  had  been  suggested,  that  one  object  of  the  union, 
was  not  only  to  perpetuate  the  odious  state  of  slavery,  but  to 
extend  it  beyond  its  present  limits;  that,  so  far  from  a  right 
being  reserved  to  the  federal  government  to  restrict  the  evil, 
they  might  be  compelled  to  aid  its  extension;  the  accusation 
would  have  been  repelled  with  indignation,  and  considered  a 
libel  upon  the  American  character. 

Many  of  those  illustrious  characters  who  framed  our  consti¬ 
tution,  it  is  fair  to  presume,  would  have  preferred  the  evils 
under  which  our  country  then  struggled,  to  the  adoption  of  a 
constitution,  which  might  entail  bondage  upon  so  many  mil¬ 
lions,  and  spread  it  over  a  country  of  such  wide  extent,  as 
would,  most  certainly,  become  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  and  be  incorporated  into  the  Union.  But,  more  clearly  to 
illustrate  the  feelings  and  opinions  which  prevailed  upon  this 
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subject,  we  refer  to  acts,  which  leave  no  room  for  doubt  or  mil- 
apprehension. 

On  the  sixth  of  April,  1776,  even  previous  to  the  declaration 
of  our  independence,  the  importation  of  slaves  was  expressly 
prohibited.  Upon  the  cession,  to  the  United  States,  of  the 
Territory  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio,  a  cession  too,  it  is  to  be 
remarked,  to  which  a  slave-holding  state,  Virginia,  was  a  party; 
an  ordinance  was  passed,  by  Congress,  on  the  thirteenth  of 
July,  1787,  the  sixth  article  of  which  is  in  the  following 
words:  "-There  shall  be  neither  slavery,  nor  involuntary 
servitude,  in  the  said  Territory,  otherwise  than  in  the  punish¬ 
ment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  con¬ 
victed.  Provided  alwuyz,  that  any  person,  escaping  into  the 
same,  from  whom  labour,  or  servitude,  is  lawfully  clnimcd,  in 
any  one  of  the  original  States,  such  fugitives  may  be  lawfully 
reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  person  claiming  his,  or  her 
labour,  or  servitude,  as  aforesaid.”  Theso  acts,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  committee,  do  not  require  explanation  or  comment. 
They  show,  as  plainly  as  acts  can  show,  that  previous  to  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  Congress,  deriving  its  power* 
from  the  articles  of  confederation,  which,  as  far  as  it  regard* 
this  subject,  gave  less  jurisdiction  than  they  now  possess  under 
the  present  constitution;  did  possess  the  power,  and  exercise 
the  right,  of  legislation  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  to  the  fullest 
extent,  so  far  as  it  did  not  afreet  those,  who  were  then  within 
the  actual  limits  of  the  States  composing  the  confederation. 
The  existence  of.  this  power  was  not  then  denied,  against  it* 
exercise  there  were  no  objections. 

These  acts,  exhibiting  a  cotemporoneous  exposition  of  the 
powers  of  Congress  over  the  subject  under  consideration,  af¬ 
ford  the  fairest,  and  best  rule  of  construction  that  can  be 
given.  It  is  the  rule  by  which  judges  are  guided  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  statutes,  and  in  the  application  of  the  principles, 
and  maxims  of  the  common  law;  and  it  is  the  rule,  to  which 
common  sense  would  refer,  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of  any 
ancient  grant  of  power,  or  charter  of  rights,  about  which  doubts 
could  arise. 

The  question  then  fairly  occurs,  in  what  respect  has  the  pre¬ 
sent  constitution  of  the  United  States  abridged,  altered  or 
destroyed,  the  powers  which  Congress  possessed  and  exer¬ 
cised  over  fliis  subject,  under  the  articles  of  confederation? 
By  the  second  article  of  confederation,  "  each  state  retains  its 
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sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence;  and  every  power, 
jurisdiction  and  right,  which  U  not,  by  this  confederation,  ex¬ 
pressly  delegated  to  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled.” 
Nor  is  there  any  provision  to  be  found  in  the  act  of  confedera¬ 
tion,  authorizing  Congress  to  legislate  upon  the  subject  of  the 
importation  of  slaves,  or  their  migration,  or  to  admit  new 
States,  except  Canada  should  agree  to  the  confederation,  un¬ 
less  such  admission  be  agreed  to  by  nine  States;  nor  to  pass 
laws,  or  regulations,  in  regard  to  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States.  Hence  it  will  appear,  that  far  less  power  was  delegated 
to  Congress,  by  the  articles  of  confederation,  than  is  now  pos¬ 
sessed  under  the  present  constitution.  For  the  power  which 
CongreBB  now  possess  under  the  constitution,  the  committee 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
constitution,  which  provides,  that  “  the  migration,  or  importa¬ 
tion,  of  such  persons,  as  any  of  the  States,  now  existing,  shall 
think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress, 
prior  to  the  year  1808.”  The  peculiar  phraseology  of  this  clause 
is  worthy  of  remark.  In  no  other  part  of  the  constitution  where 
the  States  are  mentioned,  are  they  mentioned  as  the  States  now 
existing. 

It  is  just,  therefore,  to  infer,  that  the  importation  of  slaves, 
and  of  course  the  existence  of  slavery,  was'  strictly  limited  to 
the  States  then  existing;  and  that  no  State  or  Territory,  that 
should  afterwards  be  incorporated  into  the  Union,  could  be 
considered,  in  regard  to  this  clause  of  the  constitution,  in  the 
same  light  as  the  States  then  composing  the  Union.  So  also,  in 
the  ordinance.of  1787,  already  alluded  to,  we  observe  a  similar 
phraseology,  where  it  provides,  that  any  person  escaping  into 
that  Territory,  from  whom  labour,  or  service,  is  lawfully  claim¬ 
ed  in  any  one  of  the  original  States,  such  fugitive,  may  be  law¬ 
fully  reclaimed,  &c.:  holding  the  same  language,  and  conveying 
the  same  idea,  of  the  restriction  of  servitude  to  the  States  then 
existing. 

Congress  have  not  been  remiss  in  exercising  a  part  of  the 
power,  granted  in  the  last  recited  clauses  of  the  constitution. 
Laws  have  been  enacted,  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves 
since  the  year  1808,  under  very  severe  penalties.  In  regard  to 
their  migration,  though  no  act  of  Congress  has  yet  beeh  made 
to  prohibit  it,  yet  an  act  has  been  passed,  regulating  the  mode 
of  their  conveyance  and  passages  coastwise,  which  clearly  in¬ 
dicates,  that  Congress  considered  itself  as  having  the  power  of 
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legislating  on  the  subject..  We  refer  to  the  eighth  and  ninth 
sections  of  the  act  passed  March  1st,  1807,  which  enacts,  "  that 
the  master  of  any  vessel  of  forty  tons  or  more,  from  and  after, 
the  first  day  of  January,  1808,  sailing  coastwise,  having  on 
board  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  colour,  for  the  purpose 
of  transporting  them  to  be  sold  as  slaves,  shall  subscribe  du¬ 
plicate  manifests  of  every  Buch  negro,  and  shall  severally 
swear  that  the  persons  therein  specified,  were  not  brought  into 
the  United  States  after  the  first  day  of  January,  1808,  and  that 
under  the  laws  of  the  State,  th ;y  were  held  to  service  or 
labour.”  Under  the  term  "  person; therefore,  mentioned  in  the 
ninth  clause  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution,  it  has  been 
considered  by  Congress,  that  slaves,  negroes  and  mulattoes,  are 
meant  and  included,  and  that  their  migration,  or  importation, 
to  use  the  words  of  the  constitution,  may  be  prohibited  after 
the  year  1807. 

With  regard  to  the  true  meaning  and  intent  of  the  words, 
migration  and  importation,  as  used  in  the  constitution,  your 
committee  have  no  doubts.  They  do  not  find  that  even  in  com¬ 
mon  parlance,  or  by  authors  of  approved  authority,  they  are 
used  or  considered  as  synonymous.  Importation,  is  the  act  of 
bringing  into  a  country  from  abroad;  migration,  is  the  act  of 
changing  place  in  the  same  country.  But,  had  it  been  intended 
to  vest  In  Congress  by  this  clause,  no  other  or  further  power 
than  that  of  prohibiting  importation,  the  meaning  could  not  have 
been  more  simply  or  plainly  expressed,  than  by  the  term  impor¬ 
tation  alf  ne.  The  word  migration,  being  tautological,  would  not 
have  been  used. 

But,  whatever  doubts  may  be  entertained  upon  this  branch  of 
the  subject,  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  there  can  be  none, 
as  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  restrict  slavery  in  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  those  States  which  arc  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  Union.  In  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  constitution,  it  is  thus  provided;  “  The  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  the  Territory  or  other;  property  belonging  to  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,”  and  in  the  same  section  it  is  also  provided,  that  new 
states  may  be  admitted  by  Congress  into  their  Union.  Language 
could  hardly  be  found  to  express  a  more  full  and  ample  delega¬ 
tion  of  power,  than  is  contained  in  these  clauses.  To  dispose  of 
or  sell  a  territory,  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  it,  or  to  admit  it  into  the  Union,  seem  to  be  powers, 
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that  confer  upon  Congress  as  large  a  discretion,  as  can  well  be 
imagined  or  required,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  subject  under 
consideration.  Hence,  should  a  Territory  become  burdensome  or 
unprofitable,  it  may  be  disposed  of;  should  a  new  State  be  pro* 
posed,  the  citizens  of  which  would  make  worthy  members  of 
our  republic,  whose  constitution  should  be  republican,  and  con¬ 
tain  no  provision  inconsistent  with,  or  repugnant  to,  those  sacred 
principles  of  civil  liberty,  recognised  and  adopted  in  our  bill  of 
rights,  and  sanctioned  by  our  constitution;  Congress  may  admit 
them  into  the  Union. 

Should  Congress  consider  slavery  to  be  inconsistent  with  or 
inimical  to  republican  institutions,  and  a  new  State  should  re¬ 
fuse  to  restrict  its  existence;  or  should  a  new  State  make  no 
provision  for  that  great  safeguard  and  palladium  of  civil  liberty, 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury;  should  there  be  no  provisions  for  pro¬ 
tecting  the  weak  from  the  violence  of  the  strong,  or  the  poor 
from  the  oppression  of  the  rich;  or  should  the  admission  of  a 
new  State  be  considered  as  detrimental  to  any  of  those  now 
composing  the  Union;  the  blood  and  treasure  of  whose  citizens 
have  been  expended  in  rearing  and  supporting  the  noble  fabric 
of  our  constitution;  all  or  any  of  these  reasons  would  not  simply 
justify,  but  demand  their  rejection  from  the  Union. 

The  constitution  does  not  give  to  any  people  or  Territory, 
the  power  of  claiming  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  right;  in 
the  view  of  the  committee,  the  only  delegated  power  in  regard 
to  this  subject,  is  exclusively  vested  in  Congress,  to  be  exercis¬ 
ed  at  their  discretion. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  discretionary  power  of  Congress, 
as  to  the  admission  of  new  States,  and  of  making  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations  respecting  its  Territories;  it  has  been  said, 
it  cannot  be  exercised  in  relation  to  the  people  of  Missouri,  in 
consequence  of  the  provisions  contained  in  the  treaty  and  ces¬ 
sion  of  Louisiana.  The  third  article  of  that  treaty  provides  that, 
«*  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  Territory  shall  be  incorporated 
in  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  federal  constitution,  to 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages  and  immunities  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  in  the  mean  time,  they  shall 
be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their 
liberty,  their  property,  and  the  religion  which  they  profess.” 
Upon  this  objection  your  committee  observe,  that  treaties  like 
other  contracts,  are  to  be  construed  and  performed  according 
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to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  agreement,  and  the  r®» 
pective  powers  of  the  contracting  parties.  In  regard  to  thil 
particular  question,  it  is  not  unfair  to  presume,  that  it  nevei 
constituted  &  subject  of  deliberation  with  either  party. 

It  is  ^  matter  of  course,  in  treaties  of  cession,  to  provide  for 
the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  country,  in  their 
property,  persons  and  religion.  and  that  they  shall  be  admitted 
to  the  enjoyment  of  the  laws  and  privileges  of  the  country,  to 
which  they  are  ceded.  But  these  customary  clauses  are  not 
meant  to  abridge  or  destroy  the  right  'of  the  government,  to 
make  such  needful  rules  and  regulations,  and  to  enact  such 
laws  respecting  the  ceded  Territory  and  its  inhabitants,  as  are 
within  the  general  scope  of  their  constitutional  powers.  It  is  not 
pretended  that  the  French  government,  in  making  this  treaty, 
meant  to  stipulate  for  any  particular  form  of  government  or  code 
of  laws,  under  which  the  ceded  Territory  was  to  be  held  or  go¬ 
verned.  It  was  just  and  proper  on  their  part,  to  provide,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  Territory  should  not  be  left  without 
the  pale  of  a  government,  by  which  they  might  be  protected. 

But  had  it  been  required  of  the  government  of  France,  to 
specify  whether  it  was  intended  by  those  words,  “the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  ceded  Territory  shall  be  incorporated  into  the  Union 
of  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  principles  of  the  federal  constitution,  to  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,”  to  deprive  Congress  of  the  power  of  restrict¬ 
ing  slavery;  the  obvious  and  natural  reply  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee  would  have  been,  that  this  was  a  subject  of  future 
legislation,  to  be  regulated  and  determined  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  federal  constitution.  Their  language  would 
have  been,  “  we  intend  to  provide  for  the  presentfinhabitants  of 
the  Territory,  the  protection  of  your  laws,  and  the  benefit  of 
becoming  members  of  your  republic,  in  the  same  manner,  that 
they  have  been  enjoyedby  the  inhabitants  of  other  Territories 
belonging  to  the  United’  States,  and  which  have  been  admitted 
into  the  Union.”  It  ts  not  provided  that  *he  inhabitant*  of  the, 
ceded  Territory ,  are.  to  be  admitted  according  to  their  own  will 
or  pleasure,  and  to  enjoy  the  immunities  and  advantages  of  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  United  States,  according  to  their  own  caprics,  or 
under  such  conditions  as  they  may  require i  but  they  are  to  be 
incorporated  into  the  Union  of  the  United  States ,  and  admitted 
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us  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  federal  con- 
stitution . 

What,  it  will  be  then  asked,  are  the  principles  of  the  federal 
constitution  applicable  to  this  subject?  Your  committee  have 
already  shown,  that  one  provision  in  the  constitution  is,  that 
Congress  have  the  power  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions  respecting  the  Territory  of  the  United  StateB,  which  in¬ 
cludes  a  right  to  restrict  slavery,  and  that  in  the  exercise  of 
this  power,  slavery  was  abolished  in  the  Territory  north-west  of 
the  Ohio;  that  they  have  the  power  also  to  prohibit  the  migra¬ 
tion  and  importation  of  slaves,  and  the  power  of  admitting  new 
States  at  their  discretion.  And  if  Congress  may  admit  new  States 
according  to  its  discretion,  it  most  clearly  appears,  that  the 
stipulation  in  the  treaty,  *  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  Territory 
should  be  incorporated  into  the  Union,”  is  subject  to  the  con¬ 
trol  and  exercise  of  this  discretionary  power.  The  contracting 
parties,  both  apprised  of  these  constitutional  powers  in  Con¬ 
gress,  knowing  that  they  could  not  be  limited  or  destroyed  by* 
treaty,  have  therefore  made  the  admission  of  the  ceded  Territory 
dependent  on,  and  their  incorporation  into  the  Union,  to  be  ac¬ 
cording  to,  the  principles  of  the  federal  constitution.  Your  com¬ 
mittee  are  therefore  of  the  opinion,  that  the  treaty  does  not, 
nor  was  it  intended  by  the  contracting  parties  that  it  should, 
contain  any  provision,  inconsistent  with,  or  derogatory  to,  the 
power  that  Congress  possess  over  this  subject  under  the  con¬ 
stitution. 

It  is  further  to  be  observed,  that  by  the  treaty,  the  inhabi- 
tants  of  the  ceded  Territory  are  to  be  admitted  to  the  enjoyment 
•f  all  the  privileges,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  In  the  character  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  aB  members  of  the  federal  compact,  slaves  cannot  be  held. 
They  can  be  held  only  by  citizens  of  some  particular  States, 
deriving  their  power  solely  from  the  State  government.  On  this 
point  of  distinction  between  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
citizens  of  particular  States,  your  committee  can  perceive  no 
ground  for  contrariety  of  opinion.  For  it  has  been  most  strenu¬ 
ously  contended  by  the  opponents  of  restriction,  that  the  States 
have  reserved  to  themselves,  the  exclusive  power  of  continuing 
or  abolishing  the  rights  and  advantages  of  its  citizens  ti>  be  de¬ 
rived  from  the  holding  of  slaves,  and  that  the  constitution  con¬ 
fers  no  authority. on  Congress  to  legislate  upon  the  subject,  or 
in  any  manner  to  affect  this  specie*  of  property*  If  the  constitu- 
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tion  confer  no  power  Congress  can  impart  no  right  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  slavery,  and  it  would  there¬ 
fore  be  absurd  to  say,  that  being  admitted  to  all  the  rights, 
advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  in 
tlic  language  of  the  treaty,  would  give  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ceded  Territory  the  right  of  holding  slaves.  But,  it  is  to  be  re¬ 
marked,  that  the  treaty  only  stipulates  for  the  admission  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ceded  Territory,  according  to  the  principles 
of  the  federal  constitution.  Congress,  therefore,  is  the  tribunal 
to  decide  what  are  those  principles,  and,  whatever  may  be  the 
wishes  or  opinions  of  the  French  government,  or  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  ceded  Territory  upon  this  subject,  they  are  bound 
in  good  faith  to  submit  to,  and  abide  by  this  decision.  This  is 
the  tribunal  established  by  the  constitution,  to  decide  whether 
a  new  State  may  be  admitted  into  the  union.  In  regard  to  this 
subject,  the  jurisdiction  of  this  tribunal  is  exclusive  and  para¬ 
mount;  and  so  far  as  the  treaty  making  power  should  attempt 
to  control,  or  prescribe  terms  or  conditions  to  the  full  exercise 
of  this  jurisdiction,  its  acts  would  be  nugatory  and  unconstitu¬ 
tional.  Your  committee,  however,  do  not  admit  the  idea,  that  in 
the  present  case  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  are,  in  any  respect, 
inconsistent  with  the  full  and  unqualified  exercise,  of  the  power 
which  Congress  possess  over  the  subject. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  what  principles  are  to  be  found  in  the 
federal  constitution,  upon  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded 
Territory  can  claim  a  right,  to  the  unmitigated  and  unrestricted 
power,  of  holding  their  coloured  population  in  perpetual  bon¬ 
dage?  In  the  first  clause  of  the  constitution,  its  principles  and 
views  are  most  fully  developed,  and  forcibly  expressed.  “  We, 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  per¬ 
fect  union,  establish  justice,  ensure  domestic  tranquillity,  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity, 
do  ordain  and  establish  this  constitution  for  the  United  States 
of  America.”  Is  it,  we  demand,  to  establish  justice,  that  they 
insist  upon  the  right,  not  merely  to  hold  those  who  were  slaves 
upon  the  cession  of  the  territory,  but  to  entail  slavery  upon 
their  posterity*  without  the  power  or  eveu  the  hope  of  melio¬ 
ration? 

Is  it  to  ensure  domestic  tranquillity,  that  they  wish  to  create 
a  population,  which,  in  numbers  and  physical  force  must  have 
greatly  the  preponderance,  and  who  are  not  bound  to  the  State 
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or  their  masters  by  any  sense  of  inoral  obligation,  the  ties  of 
affection,  or  the  feelings  of  gratitude? 

Upon  this  subject  we  will  not  direct  their  attention  to  the 
contemplation  of  scenes  from  which  the  heart  recoils  with  horror* 
but  we  ask  them  to  inquire  of  the  citizens  of  those  States  where 
slavery  exists  in  its  mildest  forms,  from  whence  arise  their 
most  anxious  thoughts  and  melancholy  forebodings?  Is  it  to 
promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty 
to  themselves  and  their  posterity,  that  they  wish  to  perpetuate 
and  extend  a  species  of  servitude,  that  directly  promotes  luxury 
and  indolence,  and  whose  consequences  ure  so  inimical  to  those 
simple  habits  of  life,  that  equality  of  condition,  and  those  hum¬ 
ble  virtues  without  which  republics  cannot  exist?  Your  com¬ 
mittee  therefore  conclude,  that  the  principles  of  the  federal 
constitution  do  not  comport  with  the  existence  of  slavery,  but 
are  opposed  to  its  exercise  in  whatever  form  or  manner  it  can 
be  practised. 


On  motion  resolved,  that  a  committee  of  arrangement  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  different  subjects  con¬ 
tained  in  those  communications,  and  to  propose  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  such  business  as  they  may  deem  proper  to  engage  its 
attention. 

William  Rawle,  Reuben  Leggett,  Joseph  Bringhurst,  John 
Wales  and  Jonas  Preston,  were  appointed  that  committee. 

On  motion  resolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  to  the  late  Convention,  to 
receive  from  him  the  monies  and  documents  appertaining  to 
the  Convention,  and  to  deliver  them,  with  the  papers  and 
vouchers,  into  the  hands  of  the  present  treasurer.  Thomas 
Shipley  and  Edwin  A.  Atlee,  were  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

The  president  communicated  to  the  Convention  the  copy  of 
a  letter  addressed  to  the  emperor  of  Russia,  by  Richard  Peters, 
Jun.  as  president  of  the  American  Convention,  8cc.  also  a  letter 
from  William  Dillwyn,  directed  to  Richard  Peters,  Jun.,  and 
another  from  Thomas  Clarkson,  directed  to  Richard  Peters, 
Jun.  Esquire,  Chairman  of  the  Convention,  &c.  all  of  which,  as 
♦bey  related  to  subjects  highly  interesting,  were  referred  to  the 
committee  of  arrangement 
Adjourned  to  six  o’clock  to-morrow  evening* 
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October  6th,  nix  o’clock  P.  M.  The  members  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  proceeded  to  busi¬ 
ness. 

The  following  delegates,  appeared  and  took  their  seats:  Hugh 
M'Cortnick,  James  Palmer,  from  New  York;  Oavid  Paul  Brown, 
and  the  Rev.  George  Boyd,  from  Pennsylvania. 

The  following  communications  from  the  Abolition  Societies 
in  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  that  from  the  latter  being  presented 
by  Thomas  H.  Genin,  its  delegate,  who  appeared  and  took  his 
seat,  were  read,  and  on  motion,  referred  to  the  committee  of  ar¬ 
rangement. 


“  The  Kentucky  Abolition  Society,” 

To  the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  to  be  assembled  in  Philadelphia  on  the  first  Tuesday 
in  October,  1819,  wish  light,  energy,  unanimity  and  success 
to  their  benevolent  designs,  through  icsus  Christ  our  Lord! 
Wc  arc  happy  to  find  that  you,  and  the  auxiliary  societies 
which  form  your  body,  are  making  unceasing  excrtionB  to  ef¬ 
fectuate  the  deliverance  of  that  class  of  our  fellow  beings,  who 
have  for  ages  been  in  a  state  of  degradation,  unpitied  by  thou¬ 
sands; — we  hope  it  is  the  work  of  God,  aud  that  the  time  of 
their  salvation  is  at  hand.  Wc  hope  also,  that  in  his  all- wise 
providence  and  grace,  he  will  teach  you,  and  all  parties  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  great  and  good  cause,  to  pursue  such  a  course  as 
may  meet  with  his  divine  approbation:— and  make  even  its 
enemies  in  all  their  intrigues,  finally  promote  the  end  in  view. 
And  though  it  is  the  duty  of  all  engaged  in  this  work,  to  use  all 
lawful  means  in  their  power  to  forward  it,  wc  hope  we  shall 
not  forget  or  neglect,  to  unite  our  fervent  prayers  to  Almighty 
God,  through  Christ,  for  a  blessing  on  our  feeble  endeavours; 
and  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  awaken  the  attention  of  oppres¬ 
sors,  to  "discern  the  signs  of  the  times,”  and  consider  what 
they  are  about. 

The  contiguity  of  this  State  to  the  river  Ohio,  gives  wicked 
traders  aud  kidnappers  favourable  opportunities  of  practising 
their  frauds  and  cruelties;  for  whenever  coloured  people  are 
brought  here  (as  great  numbers  are)  from  Virginia,  Maryland, 
Pennsylvania,  &c.  to  evade  the  law  of  this  commonwealth, 
which  prohibits  slaves  being  imported  for  speculation,  the  trans- 


Abolilion  Socielies/702 


29 


porters  have  them  entered,  as  being  brought  in  for  their  own 
private  use,  or  that  they  fell  to  them  by  heirship,  or  as  movers, 
they  brought  them  along  as  their  own  family,  in  which  cases 
the  law  allows  of  their  importation:  but  if  it  should  so  turn  out 
(as  it  frequently  does)  that  any  of  those  coloured  people  are 
free,  or  have  a  right  to  their  liberty  by  the  laws  of  the  State  from 
which  they  came,  on  such  information  taking  wind,  they  send 
them  down  the  river  immediately,  before  any  thing  can  be  ef¬ 
fectually  done  to  prevent  it:  and  we  have  not  ns  yet  been  hap¬ 
py  enough,  to  get  a  law  passed  by  our  legislature,  really  to  put 
a  stop  to  this  nefarious  practice. 

So  strong  are  the  prejudices  of  slave-holders  in  this  State, 
that  but  few  of  their  masters  can  be  prevailed  on  to  learn  their 
young  Blaves  so  much,  as  to  read  the  Holy  Scriptures;  and  what 
few  would  learn  them  to  read,  and  if  a  Teacher  would  learn 
them  gratis,  they  would  not  be  admitted  into  a  school  among 
white  children.  As  for  the  free  coloured  people  among  us  who- 
have  families  of  children,  they  live  in  so  detached  a  situation, 
that  the  poor  creatures  have  but  little  opportunity  of  getting 
.hem  educated,  even  where  they  possess  the  means;  and  we  as 
a  society,  for  want  of  resources,  have  as  yet  formed  no  establish¬ 
ment  to  aid  them  in  this  important  matter.  Some  of  us  have  it 
in  contemplation,  to  forward  a  resolution  at  our  next  annual 
meeting,  to  encourage  and  set  up  Sunday  Schools,  in  neigh¬ 
bourhoods  where  it  may  be  admissible  by  their  owners,  for  the 
partial  education  of  young  slaves,  hoping  it  may  have  a  good 
tendency. 

We  are  highly  gratified  to  find,  that  the  Convention  is  in  the 
habit  of  circulating  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings,  and  pub¬ 
lications  of  importance,  to  a  large  extent  in  our  country;  we 
are  well  convinced  that  it  will  tend  to  spread  information,  re¬ 
move  prejudices,  awaken  attention  and  keep  the  interesting 
subject  in  motion,  and  be  attended  with  many  salutary  effects; 
in  which,  we  as  an  infant  society,  are  grateful  witnesses. 

When  we  consider  the  contracted,  degraded  situation  of  the  free 
coloured  inhabitants  of  these  United  States,  we  cannot  but  have 
favourable  views  and  thoughts  of  the  subject  of  colonization,  if 
a  suitable  colony  could  be  obtained,  and  necessary  supplies  and 
protection  he  afforded  them:  but  it  is  a  matter  of  very  great  im¬ 
portance,  and  therefore  should  not  be  gone  into  without  due 
deliberation.  We  hope  the  blessed  God,  wilt  over-rule  the  af- 
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fair,  in  his  all-wise  providence,  for  his  own  glory  and  the  good 
of  all  parties  concerned! 

The  members  of  “The  Kentucky  Abolition  Society,”  are 
spread  over  a  large  tract  of  country,  and  it  is  hardly  practicable 
to  assemble  them  more  than  once  a  year,  and  though  our  last 
annual  meeting  was  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  Convention, 
and  our  messenger  stood  then  appointed,  the  call  did  not  reach 
here  in  time  for  his  attendance,  and  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Convention,  being  before  our  annual  meeting  this  year,  we  hope 
the  former  appointed  delegate,  under  these  circumstances,  will 
cordially  be  received  by  you,  as-  a  delegate  from  “  The  Ken* 
lucky  Abolition  Society;”  through  whom  we  hope  to  receive 
interesting  intelligence. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  whole,  June  2f>th,  1819. 

DAVID  BARROW, 
HENRY  DARN  ALL. 


i  he  semi-annual  meeting  of  delegates  from  the  eight  Local 
Union  Humane  Societies  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  being  desirous  of 
co-operating  with  the  Abolition  Societies,  in  the  pursuit  of  ob¬ 
jects  so  dear  to  the  well-wishers  of  mankind,  is  pleased  with 
the  opportunity  of  being  represented  in  their  Convention,  at  a 
time  when  humanity  has  much  in  jeopardy,  when  the  national 
legislature  is  pausing  between  vice  and  virtue,  when  even  re¬ 
publican  law-givers,  are  undecisive  whether  slavery  should  not 
be  sanctioned  in  their  new  States,  although  governments  less 
friendly  to  liberty,  are  endeavouring  to  prevent  the  commerce 
of  blood.  The  philanthropist  wilUxcuse  the  errors  of  ignorance, 
the  impertinence  of  folly,  and  look  with  compassion  upon  th& 
weakness  of  human  nature;  he  smiles  at  the  stupid  simplicity 
of  those  who  assert  that  the  negroes  should  be  slaves,  because 
they  are  black  or  ignorant,  though  they  had  no  command  of 
their  colour  or  education;  but  has  he  not  cause  to  weep,  if  the 
same  want  of  intelligence  and  common  sense  be  discovered  in 
the  national  councils?  We  have  the  pleasure  to  announce  to 
the  Convention,  that  the  feeling  against  slavery  is  very  general 
in  our  State;  and  we  have  reason  to  believe,  that  the  constituents 
of  those  delegates  to  Congress,  who  countenanced  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  slavery,  do  not  merit  the  disgn.ee  of  that  conduct;  it 
has  awakened  the  fears  of  the  people  against  the  call  of  a  coa- 
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vention  to  amend  the  constitution  of  the  State;  hearing  princi¬ 
ples  so  indicative  of  moral  turpitude  avowed  by  men  who  they 
had  believed  to  be  friendly  to  liberty,  they  are  fearful  of  trust¬ 
ing  themselves,  and  will  probably  choose  to  bear  with  the  im¬ 
perfections  of  the  present  constitution,  rather  than  risk  it  with 
men  whose  liability  to  err  is  certain,  and  whose  honesty  is 
doubtful.  When  we  contrast  the  strength  of  interest  with  the 
weakness  of  virtue;  with  regard  to  their  government  of  human 
conduct,  we  have  no  reason  to  be  surprised  that  the  latter  ha9 
not  been  more  successful,  but  consolation  may  be  reaped  from 
the  fact,  that  in  combats  between  truth  and  falsehood,  though 
the  latter  be  supported  by  power,  the  former  will  finally  tri¬ 
umph;  and  that  the  increase  of  knowledge  and  piety  is  the  in¬ 
crease  of  liberty  and  justice.  We  have  seen  the  condition  of  the 
people  of  colour  greatly  improved  in  some  States,  where  ava¬ 
rice  tempted  less  to  injustice,  by  the  appointment  of  a  future 
period  when  slavery  should  cease;  and  since  many  influential 
men  in  the  southern  States,  seem  to  dread  the  difficulties  in 
which  slavery  is  involving  their  country;  perhaps  these  States 
may  at  no  distant  period  appoint  a  time  after  which  those  ne¬ 
groes  that  come  into  the  world,  shall  be  free  at  a  certain  age, 
and  be  instructed  in  the  duties  of  civil  life. 

A  considerable  portion  of  our  white  population,  have  much 
to  learn  in  despite  of  prejudice  and  natural  weakness  of  mind, 
before  they  know  themselves,  or  are  capable  of  acting  consis¬ 
tent  with  the  character  of  Christians,  or  patriots,  or  cart  be  in¬ 
strumental  in  hastening  the  consummation  of  the  Christian  plan) 
when  all  mankind  shall  unite  in  the  love  of  God  and  each 
other. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  the  expense  of  colonizing  the  blacks 
at  any  place,'  might  not  be  appropriated  more  advantageously 
for  humanity:  those  that  are  now  free,  are  in  as  good  a  country 
as  any  to  which  they  could  be  transported;  if  it  be  expected 
that  the  slave  holders  will  manumit  their  slaves  that  are  useful, 
to  be  colonized,  the  expectation  must  be  founded  upon  the  sup¬ 
position  that  man  will  act  as  he  ought  to  and  not  as  he  has 
done;  interest  will  not  cease  to  influence  human  conduct;  if 
»uch  only,  are  manumitted  as*  are  unuseful  to  the  master,  few 
will  be  manumitted  that  are  useful  to  themselves;  no  certain 
decrease  of  oppression  then  would  be  obtained  by  colonization, 
but  a  certain  loss  of  money  and  the  ruin  of  means,  that  might 
be  more  usefully  employed. 
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It  is  our  opinion  that  much  might  be  done  in  the  pulpit  for 
the  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged,  for  it  is  the  cause  of  reli¬ 
gion;  we  therefore  suggest  to  the  Convention  whether  it  would 
not  be  proper  to  invite  the  clergy  without  regard  to  the  deno¬ 
minations  to  which  they  belong,  to  &  participation  in  our  en¬ 
deavours. 

The  local  societies  have  respectively  done  something  towards 
liberating  those  improperly  held  in  bondage;  some  are  engaged 
in  considerable  lawsuits  in  relation  thereto;  it  was  deemed  ne¬ 
cessary  to  form  an  abridgment  of  the  laws  in  relation  to  slaves, 
that  each  member  might  be  furnished  with  a  director  in  urgent 
rases;  this  work  hat;  been  partially  executed. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Society,  by 

THOMAS  H.  GENIN,  President. 

At  a  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Union  Humane  Society, 
held  at  Mount  Pleasant,  7th  mo.  12th,  1819. 

On  motion  resolved,  That  two  delegates  be  appointed  to  at¬ 
tend  the  ensuing  meeting  of  the  American  Convention  "for 
promoting  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  improving  the  condition 
of  the  African  race,’’  and  that  Thomas  1L  Genin  and  Henry 
Crew  be  said  delegates. 

Extracted  from  the  minutes,  by 

HENRY  CREW,  Secretary. 


The  Committee  of  Arrangement  made  the  following  report. 

The  Committee  of  arrangement  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they 
have  attentively  considered  the  several  communications  and 
matters  referred  to  them,  and  the  interesting  and  important 
subjects  contained  therein. 

Independent  of  what  may  be  considered  matter  of  informa¬ 
tion  only,  some  parts  of  which  are  as  gratifying  to  humanity, 
as  some  are  painful  and  afflictive,  the  committee  has  turned  its 
attention  to  those  subjects  on  which  they  apprehend  the  Con¬ 
vention  will  have  to  determine,  what  active  measures  ought  at 
present  to  be  taken. 

The  inhuman  traffic  in  slaves;  the  colonization  of  free  blacks 
or  coloored  people  in  Borne  part  of  our  own  territory,  or  tjie 
making  of  an  arrangement  with  the  government  of  Hayti  for 
their  safe  and  liberal  reception;  the  continuance  of  the  system 
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of  slavery  within  the  very  peat  of  national  legislation;  the  power 
of  Congress  to  tolerate  slavery  in  the  Territories  that  have  been 
acquired  since  the  formation  of  our  constitution,  and  in  hew 
States  that  may  hereafter  be  formechof  those  Teiritories  or  any 
part  of  them;  the  atrocious  crime  of  kidnapping;  the  formation 
of  Abolition  Societies  in  the  southern  States,  as  a  means  of  pro¬ 
moting  gradual  emancipation,  and  protecting  sufferers  from  un¬ 
merited  bondage;  and  the  adoption  of  an  exclusive  and  efficient 
plan  for  the  instruction  of  the  young  people  of  rolour,  form  the 
prominent  objects  to  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it 
would  be  expedient  to  advise  the  present  attention  of  the  Con¬ 
vention.  Some  of  these  subjects  will  be  found  on  consideration, 
to  present  a  variety  of  aspects,  on  which  it  will  be  most  con¬ 
venient  not  to  appoint  special  committees,  till  they  have  been 
deliberately  considered  by  the  Convention.  The  following  re- 
solutions  which  are  respectfully  submitted,  will  present  in  the 
most  concise  form  the  views  of  the  committee. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  causes  of  the  continuance  of  the  traffic 
in  slaves,  and  the  possibility  of  putting  d  total  end  to  it,  be 
considered  by  the  Convention  in  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  propriety  and  practicability  of  estab¬ 
lishing  settlements  of  free  persons  of  colour,  within  lands  be¬ 
longing  to  the  United  States,  or  of  procuring  for,  them  a  safe 
and  liberal  reception  in  the  island  of  Hayti,  or  elsewhere,  be 
considered  by  the  Convention  in  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

>3.  Resolved,  That  the  continuance  of  a  system  of  slavery 
within  the  district  of  Columbia,  the  subject  of  the  exclusive 
legislation  of  Congress,  is  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention  re¬ 
quired  or  justified  by  no  article  of  the  constitution,  and  is  re¬ 
pugnant  alike  to  the  principles  of  right,  the  sound  policy,  and 
the  public  character  of  the  nation.  And  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  renew  the  application  heretofore  made  to  CongreBS 
on  this-  subject 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  to  enact  or  to  tolerate  slavery  within  that 
Territory,  which  formed  no  part  of  the  national  domain  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution,  and  the  expe¬ 
diency  of  sending  a  committee  or  delegation  to  attend  tfte  next 
session  of  Congress,  with  a  remonstrance  against  the  toleration 
of  slavery  in  any  of  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  or  new 
States  that  may  be  formed,  be  considered  by  tha  Convention  in 
a  committee  of  tha  whole. 
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5.  Resolved,  That  it  he  referred  to  a  committee,  to  consider 
and  report,  whether  any  more  effective  measures  can  be  re¬ 
commended  for  securing  persons  of  colour  from  being  forcibly 
and  fraudulently  removed  from  their  places  of  residence  into 
other  States. 

6.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  an 
address  to  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  States,  in  which  no 
Societies  for  promoting  the  abolition  of  slavery  at  present  exist, 
recommending  the  early  formation  of  such  Societies. 

7.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  and 
report  on  the  best  means  of  affording  literary,  moral  and  me¬ 
chanical  instruction  to  people  of  colour. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

W.  RAWLE,  Chairman, 

On  motion  rc, solved,  That  the  third  resolution  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  arrangement,  be  adopted  by  the 
Convention;  and  Jonas  Preston,  John  Wales  and  James  Palmer 
were  appointed  the  committee  on  that  resolution. 

The  fifth  resolution  was,  on  motion,  referred  to  Joseph  Bring- 
hurst,  Richard  C.  Wood,  and  William  Wright 

The  sixth  resolution  was  referred  to  Evan  Lewis,  Reuben 
Leggett  and  Thomas  II.  Gcnin. 

The  seventh  resolution  was  referred  to  George  Boyd,  Thomas 
Shipley,  David  Paul  Brown,  Robert  F.  Mott  and  Eli  Hillcs. 

On  motion  resolved,  that  the  subjects  mentioned  in  the  first, 
second  and  fourth  resolutions  of  the  report,  be  considered  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  as  proposed  by  the  committee  of  ar¬ 
rangement. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  acting  committee 
of  the  Convention. 

To  the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery. 

The  acting  committee  believing  that  a  report  from  them 
would  be  acceptable,  exhibiting  a  condensed  view  of  their  trans¬ 
actions  since  the  last  session  of  the  Convention,  respectfully 
report,  that  in  performance  of  the  duties  enjoined  them  by  the 
Convention,  they  have  had  700  copies  of  the  minutes,  100  co¬ 
pies  of  the  Constitution,  150  copies  of  the  circular  address,  and 
2>‘h  <•  copies  of  the  address  to  the  free  people  of  colour,  printed 
and  distributed  in  the  requisite  proportion,  to  the  different  So* 
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cictica,  excepting  those  intended  for  Tennessee,  North  Caroli¬ 
na  and  C!:io,  which  remain  to  be  forwarded;  no  suitable  op¬ 
portunity  having  yet  occurred.  They  have  also  forwarded  to 
individuals  in  the  different  slave -holding  States,  a  circular  let¬ 
ter,  requesting  information  respecting  the  situation  of  slaves 
and  the  free  people  of  colour,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  laid 
before  you;  although  they  have  received  some  valuable  informa¬ 
tion,  they  regret  exceedingly  that  their  endeavours  have  been 
crowned  with  but  partial  success,  only  two  answers  having  been 
received,  viz.  from  Georgia  and  Tennessee,  which  are  herewith 
submitted.  They  have  the  satisfaction  to  report  that  Richard 
C.  Wood,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society,  has  un¬ 
dertaken.  to  form  &  digest  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  different  States  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  At  the  suggestion 
of  the  New  York  Society,  they  have  addressed  a  letter  to  & 
number  of  influential  persons  in  Baltimore,  to  encourage  them 
to  form  a  Society  in  that  city  to  promote  the  abolition  of  slave¬ 
ry,  but  they  have  not  heard  of  any  attempt  to  form  such  Socie¬ 
ty.  Although  their  efforts  to  promote  the  cause  of  abolition  have 
not  been  yet  as  successful  as  they  could  have  wished,  they  how¬ 
ever  believe  their  endeavours  have  not  been  wholly  lost,  but 
that  further  time  will  eviuce  their  utility.  In  discharing  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  printing,  &c.  the  committee  have  drawn  upon  the 
Treasury  for  128  dollars,  G8  cents,  which  they  regret  to  say 
has  exhausted  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer.  The 
committee  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Convention  the  propriety 
of  taking  6ome  further  measures  to  increase  the  funds  of  the 
Convention,  as  the  stock  of  the  Philadelphia  Bank  has  produc¬ 
ed  no  dividend  for  the  last  six  months. 

On  behalf  of  the  committee. 

BENJAMIN  TUCKER,  Chairman. 

Attest,  Thomas  Shipley,  Secretary. 


THE  CIRCULAR  ADDRESS. 

At  &  special  meeting  of  the  American  Convention  for  pro¬ 
moting  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  improving  the  condition  of 
the  African  race,  assembled  at  Philadelphia  on  the  10th  day  of 
December  1818,  it  was  resolved,  among  other  things, "  That  the 
acting  committee  be  instructed  to  collect  such  facts  as  may  be 
in  their  power  to  obtain(  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  people 
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of  colour  in  the  slave-holding  States;  also  in  delation  to  the 
practice  of  kidnapping,  and  report  thereon  at  the  next  session 
of  tin*  Contention. 

Countenanced  hy  the  laws  of  the  country,  it  is  well  known 
thiii  thousands  of  these  our  fellow  beings  are  held,  as  personal 
property,  in  a  state  of  abject  hereditary  slavery,  and  although 
the  national  legislature,  from  the  exalted  motives  of  benevolence 
and  humanity,  have  abolished  the  African  slave-trade,  the  great 
work  of  general  emancipation  and  the  final  extinction  of  slavery 
remains  yet  to  be  accomplished.  In  this  great  field  there  is  pro¬ 
mise  of  an  abundant  harvest,  which  would  be  highly  honourable 
to  the  national  character,  grateful  to  the  feelings  of  philanthro¬ 
pists,  and  congenial  with  the  divine  principles  of  the  gospel: 
but  alas!  in  thi<  field,  the  labourers  are  comparatively  few. 

Notwithstanding  the  prospect  of  ultimate  success  may  be 
so  remote,  as  to  discourage  the  efforts  of  the  most  persevering, 
the  Convention,  from  a  retrospect  of  the  progress  heretofore 
made  by  the  advocates  of  emancipation,  are  induced  to  believe 
that  the  good  cause  may  be  still  advanced,  and  under  this  im¬ 
pression,  are  desirous  of  exerting  all  the  means  within  their 
power  to  aid  the  interesting  concern. 

In  entering  upon  the  duty  above  assigned  to  them,  the  com¬ 
mittee  do  not  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  advocate,  in  this 
communication,  the  rights  of  these  oppressed  people  to  personal 
liberty,  the  enjoyment  of  which  they  believe  to  be  naturally  in¬ 
herent  and  unalienable;  neither  do  they  wish  in  the  inquiries 
they  are  about  to  make,  to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  one  in  the 
slightest  degree,  who  may  unfortunately  be  a  slave-holder.  So¬ 
licitous  only  to  discharge  with  fidelity  the  important  trust 
committed  to  them,  they  have  taken  the  liberty  respectfully  to 
request  answers  to  the  several  questions  herewith  submitted, 
which  will  be  gratefully  received  by  them. 

QUESTIONS. 

1st  What  is  the  general  treatment  of  slaves  in  your  State; 
and  are  any  of  them  used  with  peculiar  rigour  and  severity? 

2d.  What  are  the  punishments  inflicted  for  offences;  and 
what  are  the  encouragements  for  industry  and  orderly  deport¬ 
ment? 

3d.  Are  they  suitably  clothed,  and  what  is  their  allowance 
of  food? 
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4th.  What  part  of  their  time  is  granted  for  recreation  and 
for  their  own  emolument;  and  how  much  land  is  allowed  them, 
if  any,  to  cultivate  for  themselves? 

5th.  Are  they  encouraged  or  permitted  to  attend  places  of 
public  worship,  and  under  what  restrictions? 

6th.  Are  masters  restrained  by  law  from  inflicting  severe  and 
cruel  punishments,  and  are  those  laws  enforced? 

7th.  Are  there  any  instances  of  females  being  so  severely 
treated,  when  in  a  state  of  pregnancy,  as  to  cause  abortion  or 
miscarriage? 

8th.  In  the  sale  of  slaves,  is  there  any  respect  paid  to  the 
near  connexion  of  husband  and  wife,  parent  and  child? 

9th,  Are  they  encouraged  to  marry  and  take  care  of  their 
children;  or  is  the  sexual  intercourse  indiscriminate;  and  are  any 
legal  punishments  inflicted  for  the  crimes  of  fornication  and 
adultery? 

10th.  At  what  age  are  children  employed  in  the  fields,  and 
are  they  provided  with  suitable  clothes  from  their  birth,  or  do 
they  run  nearly  naked;  and  are  any  of  them  instructed  in  school 
learning? 

11th.  What  disposition  exists  respecting  the  manumission  of 
slaves,  and  do  the  laws  admit  or  prohibit  it? 

12th.  Does  any  particular  disease  appear  to  prevail  among 
them,  which  may  be  justly  attributed  to  too  severe  labout,  ri¬ 
gorous  treatment,  or  insufficient  or  improper  food;  and  are  they 
furnished  with  medical  aid,  when  sick? 

Of  Free  Coloured  People. 

1st  What  is  the  general  character  and  condition  of  free  peo¬ 
ple  of  colour;  how  is  their  liberty  secured;  are  habits  of  indus¬ 
try  encouraged  and  employment  afforded  them? 

2d,  Are  any  of  them  mechanics;  do  they  hold  real  property, 
or  are  they  prohibited  therefrom  by  law? 

3d.  Are  their  children  admitted  to  receive  instruction  in 
schools? 

4th.  Do  instances  occur  of  their  being  kidnapped,  and  are  ef¬ 
forts  made  to  recover  them? 

5th.  How  is  the  proposition  of  colonizing  in  Africa  received 
by  them? 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

BENJAMIN  TUCKER,  Chairman* 

Attest,  Thomas  Shitubt,  Secretary. 
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The  minutes  of  the  acting  committee  were  read  and  were  sa¬ 
tisfactory^  the  Convention. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 

October  7th.  The  Convention  met  according  to  adjournment 
A  communication  was  received  from  the  Manumission  Society  of 
Tennessee,  and  another  from  an  individual  in  Georgia  in  an¬ 
swer  to  the  subjoined  queries  contained  in  the  circular  issued 
by  the  acting  committee  of  this  Convention.  The  Convention 
was  also  favoured  with  a  letter  from  T.  Clarkson  addressed  to 
Roberts  Vaux  on  the  subject  of  colonization,  all  of  which  were 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Communications  which  had  been  received  by  the  acting  com¬ 
mittee,  from  David  Barrow,  president  of  the  Kentucky  Aboli¬ 
tion  Society,  and  from  James  Jones,  president  of  that  of  Ten¬ 
nessee,  were  directed  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Convention  took  into  consideration  the  report  made  bj 
a  committee  of  the  Abolition  Society  of  the  State  of  Delaware, 
respecting  the  constitutional  powers  of  Congress  to  prohibit  or 
restrict  slavery,  within  the  Territories  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  or  new  States  on  their  admission  into  the  federal  com¬ 
pact,  which  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
fourth  resolution  contained  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
arrangement. 

On  the  subjects  contained  in  the  first  resolution  reported  by 
the  committee  of  arrangement,  the  Convention  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  William  Wright  in  the  chair. 
The  committee  after  a  partial  consideration  of  the  resolution, 
rose,  reported  progress  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  following  resolution  of  the  Pennsylvania' Society,  appro¬ 
priating  sixty  dollars  towards  defraying  die  expenses  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  Convention,  was  received  from  their  secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  promoting  the 
Abolition  of  Slavery,  &c.,  held  9th  mo.  9th,  1819. 

On  motion  resolved,  That  the  sum  of  sixty  dollars  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  towards  discharging  die  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  ensuing  session  of  the  American  Convention,  for 
promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  and  improving  the  condition 
of  the  African  race. 

From  the  Minutes. 

B.  WILLIAMS,  Secretory. 
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On  motion  resolved,  That  any  member  of  this  Convention 
have  liberty  to  invite,  as  a  visiter  during  the  session,  any  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  Manumission  or  Abolition  Society  who  may  have  been 
a  delegate  to  a  former  Convention. 

On  motion  resolved.  That  Evan  Lewis,  Jonas  Preston,  D.  P. 
Brown,  Robert  F.  Mott  and  John  Wales  be  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  draft  an  address  to  the  different  Abolition  and 
Manumission  Societies  in  the  United  States. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  an  acting 
committee,  to  transact  any  business  which  may  occur  daring 
its  recess,  and  the  following  persons  were  chosen: 


Mw  York . 
Reuben  Leggett 
Hugh  M'Cormick. 

Columbia,  (Penn.) 
William  Wright 
Joseph  Mifflin. 


Delaware. 
Joseph  Bringhurst 
Evan  Lewis. 

Ohio. 

'Thomas  H.  Genin 
Henry  Crew. 


Pennsylvania. 

Jonas  Preston  Edwin  A.  Atlee 

Thomas  Shipley  David  Paul  Brown. 

Richard  C.  Wood 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 


October  8th.  The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 
The  committee  on  the  fifth  resolution  made  the  following  re¬ 
port,  which  was  accepted. 

"  Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  fifth  resolution 
proposed  by  the  committee  of  arrangement  respectfully  report, 
that  they  have  attentively  considered  "  whether  any  more  effec¬ 
tive  measures  can  be  recommended,  for  securing  persons  of  co¬ 
lour  from  being  forcibly  or  fraudulently  removed  from  their 
places  of  residence  into  other  States.”  On  examination  of  this 
subject,  they  have  learned  that  some  of  the  States  do  not  pro¬ 
vide,  by  adequate  penalties,  against  the  forcible  or  clandestine 
transportation  of  free  persons  of  colour,  or  of  that  class  who 
are  held  to  service  for  a  term  of  years.  In  some  cases  the  pe¬ 
cuniary  penalty  is  not  equal  to  one-fourth  of  the  sum  that  is 
frequently  paid,  in  many  of  the  southern  States,  for  a  slave. 
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While  high  prices  are  given  for  slaves,  the  vicious  will  be 
tempted  to  disregard  the  claims  of  1  umanity,  and  violate  the 
laws.  It  therefore  becomes  imperious  ly  necessary  to  meet  the 
temptation  by  increased  penalties,  and  by  such  other  safeguards 
as  are  within  the  limits  of  the  legislative  powers  of  the  State 
governments.  We  propose  that  the  Convention,  in  its  circular 
address,  call  the  attention  of  the  Abolition  and  other  Societies 
for  protecting  the  legal  rights  of  persons  of  colour,  to  this  inte- 
resting  subject. 

«  We  also  propose,  that  a  committee  of  the  learned  legal  cha¬ 
racters,  who  are  members  of  this  Convention,  be  selected,  and 
that  they  be  instructed  to  draft  a  memorial,  to  be  presented  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  on  the  illicit  domestic  trade 
in  persons  of  colour,  and  submit  the  same  to  a  future  sitting  of 
this  Convention.” 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  to  prepare  the  memo¬ 
rial  to  Congress,  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  report:  John 
Wales,  Richard  C.  Wood,  and  David  Paul  Brown. 

The  Committee  on  the  third  resolution,  reported  the  draft  of 
a  petition  to  Congress,  which  was  directed  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

An  address  to  the  Sovereigns  of  Europe,  on  the  subject  of  the 
slave  trade,  and  a  letter  from  Count  Limonade,  addressed  to 
Hugh  M'Cormick,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  Manumis¬ 
sion  Society  of  New  York,  on  the  subject  of  colonizing  the  free 
people  of  colour  in  the  Island  of  Hayti,  having  been  laid  before 
the  Convention,  were,  with  all  other  papers  relating  to' the  sub¬ 
ject,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the 
second  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  of  arrangement 

The  Convention  went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  William 
Wright  in  the  chair,  on  the  first  resolution  reported  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  arrangement. 

The  committee  after  some  time  rose,  reported  progress  and 
had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Thomas  H.  Genin,  the  delegate  from  Ohio,  asked  and  receiv-' 
ed  permission  of  absence  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Adjourned. 

At  half  past  three  o’clock,  P.  M.  the  Convention  again  met, 
and  proceeded  to  business. 
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The  committee  on  the  sixth  resolution  reported  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  arrangement,  o  fie  red  the  following  essay  of  an  ad¬ 
dress,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 


7b  the  Citizens  of  the  State  of  Friendly  to  the 

Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  Improving  the  Condition  of  the 

African  Race . 

The  American  Convention,  held  at  Philadelphia,  andcompo- 
sed  of  delegates  from  abolition  and  manumission  societies  in 
different  parts  of  the  United  States,  among  the  various  subjects 
which  have  con>e  under  their  consideration,  in  relation  to  the 
freedom,  the  happiness,  and  prosperity  of  the  people  of  colour; 
have  been  desirous  of  encouraging  the  formation  of  societies, 
where  none  at  present  exist,  to  aid  in  promoting  the  great 
and  good  cause  which  they  have  espoused.  Under  the  influence 
of  these  sentiments,  and  for  the  purpose  of  combining,  and  con¬ 
centrating  the  efforts  of  the  friends  of  justice  and  humanity, 
for  the  attainment  of  one  great  object,  the  liberation,  and 
the  moral  and  religious  improvement  of  this  despised  and  de¬ 
graded  people,  they  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  for  conside¬ 
ration,  some  of  the  objects  to  be  attained  by  the*formation  of 
such  societies  as  they  are  desirous  of  promoting. 

When  we  take  a  view  of  the  abject  situation  of  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  the  coloured  population  of  this  country,  the  grievous  op¬ 
pression  under  which  they  have  so  long  groaned,  deprived  of 
all  the  advantages  of  moral  and  intellectual  cultivation,  and 
even  denied,  in  many  places,  a  participation  in  the  common 
advantages  of  religious  communion;  and  when  we  contrast  this 
with  the  blessings  which  we  enjoy,  in  a  country  where  civil 
and  religious  liberty  are  the  legitimate  inheritance  of  all,  where 
every  man  sits  down  under  his  own  vine,  and  under  his  own 
fig  tree,  and  there  iB  none  that  can  make  him  afraid;  no  tyrant’* 
hand  to  wrest  from  him  the  fruits  of  his  honest  industry;  no 
ghostly  phantom,  in  the  form  of  a  religious  inquisitor,  to  extort 
from  him  a  confession  of  his  faith;  the  conviction  must  force 
itself  upon  the  mind  of  every  considerate  person,  that  we  owe 
this  people  a  heavy  debt,  which  we  are  religiously  bound  to 
use  (every  reasonable  effort  to  repay;  we  are  bound  to  give  to 
them  every  assistance  in  our  power,  to  obtain  from  their  op¬ 
pressors  a  recognition  of  their  rights;  we  are  bound  to  extend 

Sixteenth  Convention/715 


42 

to  them  a  portion  of  that  knowledge  and  intellectual  improve¬ 
ment,  which  ou:-  superior  advantages  have  enabled  us  to  ac¬ 
quire.  There  are,  doubtless,  some  persons,  in  almost  every  dis¬ 
trict  of  our  country,  even  in  those  States  where  slavery  exists 
in  its  worst  form,  who  feel  the  iniquity,  and  injustice,  of  hold¬ 
ing  their  fellow  creatures,  in  bondage  and  who  are  disposed  to 
give  relief  to  the  subjects  of  this  pernicious  system,  so  far  at 
the  luws  of  their  state,  and  their  own  ability,  will  permit.  We  re¬ 
commend  to  such  as  these,  wherever  located,  when  sufficiently 
numerous,  to  organize  themselves  into  a  society,  in  which  a 
uniformity  of  sentiment,  and  consistency  of  action  may  be 
attained. 

The  unconnected  exertions  of  individuals  cannot  be  so  effec¬ 
tual,  as  the  united  efforts  of  associations.  We  conceive  it 
to  be  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  furtherance  of  the  cause, 
that  every  society,  formed  for  promoting  the  abolition  of  sla¬ 
very,  and  improving  the  condition  of  the  African  race,  should 
direct  its  attention  to  the  education  of  the  people  of  colour.- 
It  is  by  intellectual  cultivation,  that  these  people  must  be  raised 
from  the  condition  of  beasts  of  burden,  to  that  of  rational  and 
useful  members  of  the  community. 

The  w  ork  of  emancipation  is  but  half  accomplished  when  the 
bands  of  slavery  are  removed  from  the  body;  if  the  mind  is  not 
set  free  from  the  shackles  of  ignorance,  and  the  reasoning  fa¬ 
culties  called  into  useful  exercise,  if  the  mental  gloom  is  not 
in  some  measure  dispelled  by  the  light  of  knowledge,  if  the  be¬ 
nighted  African  is  still  left  to  wander  in  the  mazes  of  darkness 
and  delusion,  he  will  be  poorly  qualified  to  act  a  consistent  part 
as  a  rational  being  in  society,  and  will  still  be  a  slave  to  igno¬ 
rance  and  error.  The  continued  and  persevering  exertions  on 
the  part  of  some  societies,  who  early  engaged  in  the  cause  of 
emancipation,  have  beeh  attended  with  great  and  important 
results;  in  most  of  the  eastern  and  middle  states,  slavery  has 
been  abolished,  or  its  final  abolition  has  been  secured  by  the 
enactment  of  laws  for  its  termination  at  a  future  period.  But 
it  is  a  lamentable  fact,  that  in  this  advanced  period  of  the 
American  republic,  there  still  remain  more  than  a  million  of 
our  fellow  creatures  in  bondage,  for  whose  liberation,  or  that 
of  their  posterity,  no  legislative  provision  has  been  made.  The 
Convention  greatly  desire  to  awaken  the  attention  of  those  who 
feel  the  importance  of  this  subject,  to  unite  their  exertions  in 
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ihe  form  of  Abolition  Societies,  to  aid  in  promoting  the  great 
cause  of  emancipation  throughout  the  United  States,  believing 
that  the  efforts  of  all  who  are  engaged  in  this  righteous  cause, 
will  be  blessed,  and  that  they  who  fulfil  the  gospel  injunction, 
to ''undo  the  heavy  burdens,  and  let  the  oppressed  go  free,” 
'shall  receive  the  reward  assigned  as  the  portion  of  the  merci¬ 
ful  and  the  peacemakers. 

EVAN  LEWIS, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

On  motion,  resolved,  that  the  Convention  adjourn,  at  the  close 
of  the  sitting  to-morrow  morning,  until  the  tenth  day  of  next 
month,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  time  for  the  committees  which 
are  or  may  be  appointed  on  the  important  questions  which 
have  been  before  the  Convention,  to  consider  and  mature  the 
subjects  submitted  to  them;  and  that  the  acting  committee  of 
the  Convention  be  directed  to  have  the  minutes  and  such  other 
documents  as  they  may  deem  proper  for  publication,  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Convention. 

The  Convention  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  William  Wright  in  the  chair,  on  the  first  resolution  re¬ 
ported  by  the  committee  of  arrangement 

The  committee  having  had  under  consideration.the  subjects 
referred  to  them,  rose  and  reported  the  following  resolutions. 

Resolved,  that  this  Convention  present  an  address  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  earnestly  soliciting  his  active 
co-operation  in  all  the  just  and  proper  measures,  which  may  be 
adopted  by  the  powers  of  Europe  to  procure  a  total  and  imme¬ 
diate  abolition  of  the  slave  trade. 

Resolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
provisions  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of 
the  illicit  introduction  of  slaves  from  foreign  countries,  who 
shall  report  at  the  adjourned  session  of  the  Convention  whether 
any,  and  what  additional  provisions  to  those  laws  will  be  ne¬ 
cessary  or  useful,  and  what  measures  ought  to  be  adopted  by 
this  Convention  in  relation  thereto. 

Resolved,  that  the  acting  committee  of  this  Convention  be  re¬ 
quested  to ,'preparei  and  present  in  the  name  of  this  Convention, 
to  be  signed  by  the  President  thereof,  a  petition  to  be  address¬ 
ed  to  the  legislatures  of  the  slave  holding  states,  soliciting  the 
enactment  of  such  laws  as  may  effectually  prohibit  the  intro* 
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duction  of  slaves  into  those  States,  from  other  States  in  the  na- 
tional  confederacy,  and  from  foreign  countries;  and  by  these 
and  other  means,  to  prevent  the  encouragements  which  now 
are  given  in  those  States  to  the  practice  of  kidnapping,  and  the 
foreign  and  domestic  slave  trade. 

On  motion,  the  first  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  was  adopted,  and  I.  M.  Ely,  Reuben  Leggett  and 
Theodore  Dwight,  were  appointed  to  prepare  the  address  men¬ 
tioned  in  said  resolution. 

On  motion  the  second  was  adopted,  and  Richard  Peters,  Jun„ 
Richard  C.  Wood,  D.  P.  Brown,  John  Wales,  and  I.  M.  Ely, 
were  appointed  the  committee  therein  mentioned. 

The  third  resolution  was  also  adopted. 

Adjourned  to  half  past  seven  o’clock  this  evening. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  on  mo¬ 
tion,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Jonas  Pres¬ 
ton  in  the  chair,  on  the  second  resolution  contained  in  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee  of  arrangement. 

The  committee  of  the  whole,  having  had  under  consideration 
the  second  resolution,  reported  progress,  and  were  discharged 
from  further  attention  to  the  subject. 

Resolved,  that  William  Rawle,  George  Boyd,  Hiram  Ketch- 
urn,  Richard  Peters,  Jun.,  and  Joseph  Bringhurst,  be  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  report  facts,  in  relation  to  the  subjects  of  the  second 
resolution  reported  by  the  committee  of  arrangement,  at  the  ad¬ 
journed  session  of  the  Convention. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  Jonas  Preston  in  the  chair,  on  the  fourth  resolu¬ 
tion  reported  by  the  committee  of  arrangement 

The  committee  having  had  under  consideration  the  fourth  re¬ 
solution,  rose,  reported  progress,  and  bad  leave  to  sit  again. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 

October  9th.  The  Convention  met,  and  proceeded  to  finish 
such  business  as  required  particular  attention  before  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  session. 

The  Convention  again  took  into  consideration  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  third  resolution  of  the  committee  of 
arrangement,  when  it  Vas,  on  motion,  resolved,  that  the  petition 
to  Congress  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia,  be  referred  to  the  committee  who  had  reported  it. 
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On  notion,  resolved,  that  the  President  of  the  Convention  be 
requested  to  write  to  each  delegate,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings,  and  directing  his  attention  to  the  principal  sub¬ 
jects,  which  are  expected  to  come  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Convention  at  its  adjourned  session,  and  enjoining  his  at¬ 
tendance  at  that  time. 

On  motion,  resolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  an  essay  of  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  in  relation  to  the 
condition  of  the  free  people  of  colour. 

Hiram  Retchum,  Robert  F.  Mott,  and  Hugh  M‘Cormick,  were 
appointed  that  committee. 

Adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth 
day  of  November,  at  ten  o’clock,  A.  M. 

ROBERT  F.  MOTT,  Secretary. 
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MINUTES. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  American  Convention,  held  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  November  10th,  1819. 

The  following  delegates  appeared  and  took  their  seats:  from 
New  York,  Hiram  Ketchum;  Pennsylvania,  Richard  Peters,  Jun. 
and  Thomas  Shipley;  Delaware,  Evan  Lewis;  Columbia,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  William  Wright,  Dr.  Lukens  and  J.  Mifflin;  four  so¬ 
cieties  being  represented. 

The  President,  Richard  Peters,  took  the  chair,  and  Thomas 
Shipley  wras  appointed  secretary  protem.  The  Convention  being 
informed  that  several  other  delegates  would  be  in  the  city  at 
noon: 

On  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned  till  three  o’clock,  P.  M. 

November  10,  three  o’clock  P.  M.  The  Convention  met  pur¬ 
suant  to  adjournment.  The  President  being  absent,  Evan  Lewis, 
Vice  President,  took  the  chain— 

Jonas  Preston,  R.  C.  Wood,  delegates  for  Pennsylvania; 
Joseph  Bringhurst  and  Eli  Hilles,  delegates  for  Delaware,  ap¬ 
peared  and  took  their  scats. 

Jonas  Preston,  from  the  committee  on  tjje  third  resolution, 
reported  by  the  committee  of  arrangement,  made  report,  that 
the  committee  had  made  no  progress  since  the  la$t  session, 
and  that  John  Wells  and  James  Palmer,  two  of  the  committee, 
were  no>v  absent 

On  motion,  resolved,  That  Hiram  Ketchum  and  Joseph, 
Bringhurst  be  appointed,  to  supply  the  vacancies  occasioned 
by  the  absence  of  John  Wells  and  James  Palmer. 

The  acting  committee  made  the  following  report. 

To  the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery,  Sfc. 

The  Acting  Committee,  respectfully  report,  that,  agreeably 
to  the  instruction  of  the  Convention,  they  have  had  printed 
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100  copies  of  the  Minutes,  one  copy  of  which  has  been  for¬ 
warded  to  each  Delegate  to  the  late  Convention.  They  have 
received  in  the  recess  of  the  Convention,  an  interesting  letter 
from  the  Managers  of  the  Benevolent  Society  of  Alexandria, 
giving  an  account  of  the  origin,  objects,  and  present  situation 
of  that  Society,  with  a  copy  of  their  Constitution;  and  request¬ 
ing  the  aid  of  other  Societies,  through  their  delegates,  in  the 
Convention,  in  an  important  law  suit.  At  the  receipt  of  this 
communication,  the  Pennsylvania  Society  being  in  session,  that 
part  of  it  which  related  to  their  request  of  assistance  from  other 
Societies,  was  laid  before  it,  and  an  ofler  made  by  that  Society 
of  one  of  its  most  eminent  counsel,  to  assist  in  prosecuting 
the  suit  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  An  answer 
to  tne  queries  proposed  by  the  Convention,  was  also  received 
from  respectable  citizens  of  Alexandria:  the  whole  of  which 
documents  are  respectfully  submitted.  Your  commiLtee  havenot 
yet  prepared  a  Memorial  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  slave  hold¬ 
ing  states,  as  instructed  by  the  Convention:  none  of  those  Le¬ 
gislatures  being  yet  in  session,  it  was  believed  most  eligible  to 
delay  the  preparation  of  the  Memorial. 

On  behalf  of  the  committee, 

Edwik  A.  Atlee,  Chairman . 

On  motion,  resolved,  That  the  communication  from  Alex¬ 
andria,  be  referred  to  the  acting  committee,  to  take  such  mea¬ 
sures  in  relation  to  the  matters  therein  contained,  as  said 
committee  may  deem  proper. 

Adjourned  to  six  o’clock  to-morrow  evening. 

November  11,  six  o’clock,  P.  M.  The  Convention  met  pur¬ 
suant  to  adjournment  The  president  in  the  chair. 

William  Rawje,  Joseph  Parrish  and  David  P.  Brown,  dele¬ 
gates  for  Pennsylvania,  appeared  and  took  their  scats. 

Jonas  Preston  from  the  committee  on  the  third  resolution  re¬ 
ported  by  the  committee  of  arrangement  reported  an  essay  of 
a  memorial  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales,  which  was 
read,  and  on  motion  was  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  upon  the  fourth  resolution  reported  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  arrangement,  Jonas  Preston  in  the  chair. 

On  motion,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted}— 
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Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  re¬ 
monstrance  to  Congress,  against  the  enactment  or  toleration  of 
slavery  in  any  State,  that  may  hereafter  be  formed  or  admitted 
into  the  Union. 

On  motion,  the  committee  of  the  whole  rose,  and  their  chair 
man  made  report,  that  the  committee  had  adopted  the  resolu¬ 
tion  last  above  mentioned. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  was  adopted  by  the  Convention.  William  Rawle,  Joseph 
Bringhurst  and  Joseph  Parrish,  were  appointed  the  committee 
last  mentioned. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  took  into  consideration  the  me¬ 
morial  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  third  resolution  re¬ 
ported  by  the  committee  of  arrangement,  when, 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  said  memorial  be  post¬ 
poned  to  the  next  session  of  this  Convention. 

On  motion,  resolved,  That  by  reason  of  the  absence  of  the 
members  composing  the  committee  appointed  to  draft  the  me¬ 
morial  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  earnestly  solicit¬ 
ing  the  active  exercise  of  all  the  power  vested  in  him  by  the 
constitution,  in  co-operation  in  all  just  and  proper  measures 
which  may  be  adopted  to  procure  a  total  and  immediate  aboli¬ 
tion  of  the  slave  trade;  the  following  members  be  substituted 
in  the  places  of  the  absent  members,  Hiram  Ketchum,  Jonas 
Preston  and  Eli  Ilillcs. 

The  Convention  adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow  morn¬ 
ing. 

November  12,  ten  o’clock  A.  M.  The  Convention  met  pur¬ 
suant  to  adjournment.  The  President  in  the  chair. 

On  motion,  resolved,  That  when  this  Convention  adjourn,  it 
adjourn  to  meet  at  six  o’clock  P.  M. 

On  motion,  resolved,  That  the  acting  committee  be  instructed 
to  request  of  the  New  York  Manumission  Society,  and  the 
Pennsylvania  Abolition  Society,  a  contribution  of  100  dollars 
each;  of  the  Columbia  Abolition  Society,  a  contribution  of  15 
dollars,  and  of  the  Abolition  Society  of  Delaware,  25  dollars, 
for  the  use  of  the  Convention. 

Adjourned  to  six  P.  M. 

November  12,  six  o’clock  P.  M.  The  Convention  met  pur¬ 
suant  to  adjournment  The  President  in  the  chair. 
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George  Boyd,  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  appeared  and 
took  his  scat 

The  committee  appointed  in  conformity  with  the  second  re* 
solution  adopted  in  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  first  re* 
solution,  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangement,  reported 
in  part  and  requested  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  subject  referred  to  them.  When, 

On  motion,  the  said  committee  were  accordingly  discharged* 
The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the 
late  Treasurer,  made  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  account  of  Joseph 
Lea,  late  treasurer  to  the  Convention,  respectfully  report. 

That  they  have  attended  to  that  duty,  and  after  carefully 
comparing  it  with  his  vouchers,  they  find  a  balance  due  him, 
as  per  the  annexed  statement,  of  nine  dollars  forty-two  cents, 
there  are,  however,  in  the  hands  of  the  Acting  Committee,  two 
unsatisfied  orders  from  the  Pennsylvania  Society,  for  sixty  dol¬ 
lars  each,  on  their  treasurer,  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  Convention. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWIN  A.  ATLEE, 
THOMAS  SHIPLEY. 

DR.  America*  Cenwntien  «h  account  with  Joseph  Lea,  Treasurer.  CU. 
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The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  second  resolution 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangfinent,  made  the  following 
report,  which  was  adopted. 

G 
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Report  of  the.  Committee ,  in  relation  to  the  subjects  of  the  second 
Resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangement. 

It  is  not  intended,  to  present  to  the  consideration  of  the  Con¬ 
vention,  any  observations  inconsistent  with  the  conclusions 
contained  in  the  circular  address  to  the  abolition  and  manumis¬ 
sion  societies,  which  proceeded  from  it  in  December  last. 

The  principles  therein  contained  under  the  sanction  of  the 
Convention  have  gone  forth.  What  impressions  they  may 
make  on  the  respectable  men  who  have  advocated  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  colony  in  Africa,  or  on  the  community  at  large,  re¬ 
mains  to  be  ascertained. 

The  duly  imposed  on  this  committee  is  to  make  a  report  in 
relation  to  the  second  resolution  proposed  by  the  committee  of 
arrangement. 

In  respect  to  a  settlement  in  the  island  of  Hayti,  the  com¬ 
mittee  arc  not  yet  sufficiently  possessed  of  facts,  to  enable  them 
to  make  a  full  report.  They  have  reason  however  to  believe  that 
a  communication  may  be  opened  with  the  ruling  powers  of  both 
parts  of  that  country,  by  which  satisfactory  information  may  be 
speedily  obtained,  and  submit  the  propriety  of  taking  proper 
measures  through  the  medium  of  the  president  for  that  purpose. 

The  first  part  of  the  proposition  contained  in  the  reference 
to  this  committee,  appeared  to  call  more  immediately  for  it* 
attention.  If  any  plan  of  colonization  is  adopted,  it  is  appre¬ 
hended  that  one  which  would  unite  with  the  safety  and  comfort 
of  the  blacks  an  eventual  benefit  to  the  nation,  must  be  admitted 
to  be  preferable. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  labour  of  those  who  may  be  removed  to 
Africa,  would  be  entirely  lost  to  this  country;  and  it  appears, 
at  least  doubtful,  whether  their  situations  abroad  would  not  be 
hazardous  to  theii  healths  and  lives;  and  whether  they  could 
be  protected  without  an  incalculable  expense  from  the  hostili¬ 
ties  of  the  natives,  and  the  depredations  of  the  infamous  deal¬ 
ers  in  slaves. 

A  removal  into  the  interior  of  our  own  country,  would  be  at¬ 
tended  with  none  of  these  objections.  The  committee  propose 
to  consider  the  subject  under  the  following  divisions: 

1.  Is  the  measure  practicable. 

2.  What  are  the  moral  and  political  objections  to  it 

3.  The  reasons  in  favour  of  it 

1.  By  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  the  United  States  have  ber 
come  entitled  to  the  exclusive  purchase  of  immense  tracts  of 
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land  westward  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  Missouri.  It  appears 
expedient  to  the  committee,  that  a  certain  number  of  acres 
should  be  appropriated  by  Government  to  the  reception  of  such 
of  the  free  blacks  as  may  be  willing  to  remove  there.  That  a 
territorial  or  provincial  form  of  government,  calculated  for  the 
protection  of  property  and  personal  right,  should  be  established. 
That  land  should  be  granted  to  them  without  cost,  and  without 
power  of  alienation  to  white  persons.  That  all  involuntary 
servitude  except  on  convictions  for  crimes,  shall  be  for  ever 
prohibited.  That  fugitive  slaves  shall  not  be  harboured,  and 
careful  r,nd  specific  regulations  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  improper  persons.  That  the  site  of  this  establish¬ 
ment  shall  be  as  much  secluded  as  possible  from  water  commu¬ 
nication.  That  agriculture  and  domestic  manufactures  shall  be 
made  the  principal  objects  of  attention.  For  a  time,  some  pro¬ 
tection  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
may  be  necessary;  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  afford¬ 
ed,  if  the  present  plan  should  be  adopted. 

This  is  the  general  outline.  It  is  not  possible  to  suggest  the 
precise  spot  for  the  location  of  the  colony;  but,  between  the 
fortieth  and  forty-fourth  degrees  of  latitude,  and  west  of  the 
Missouri,  a  suitable  tract  of  fertile  and  healthy  land  might  be 
selected  beyond  the  line  of  white  settlement,  for  half  a  century 
to  come;  ami  it  is  believed  that  the  assent  of  the  Indians,  as  well 
as  their  friendship  and  assistance,  might  be  obtained  without 
much  trouble,  or  a  great  expense. 

2.  The  objections  which  it  ib  supposed  would  be  used  against 
this  measure,  may  be  thus  classed: 

1.  The  difiiculty  of  obtaining  the  assent  of  the  free  blacks. 

2.  The  expense. 

S.  The  danger  of  erecting  an  independent  power,  which 
might  hereafter  prove  formidable;  if  not  to  the  United  States 
generally,  at  least  to  the  white  settlements  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood. 

4.  The  encouragement  it  would  afford  to  slaves  to  leave  their 
masters,  and  join  their  countrymen  in  the  woods. 

To  answer  them  in  their  order  1st.  It  is  admitted  and  pro¬ 
fessed  by  the  friends  of  African  colonization,  that  the  migration 
is  not  intended  to  be  forced.  It  is  asserted  that  many  free 
blacks  to  the  Southward  have  expressed  a  willingness  to  embark 
for  Africa;  on  the  other  hand,  a  respectful,  calm,  and  sensible 
declaration,  from  those  who  reside  in  and  near  the  city  of  Phi* 
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ladelphia,  has  lately  been  published,  in  which  their  decision 
against  an  African  establishment  is  unequivocally  pronounced* 
one  strong  objection  contained  in  it,  arises  from  the  course  of 
the  ocean,  which  would  render  all  communication  with  them 
so  difficult;  another  is  urged  from  the  nature  of  the  climate;  a 
third  from  the  probability  that  the  Christian  religion  would  be 
neglected,  and  in  time  forgotten. 

None  of  these  objections  would  apply  to  an  American  site. 

It  is  therefore  probable,  that  they  would  approve  of  this  de¬ 
sign,  if  they  approved  of  any;  and  if  they  refuse  to  migrate  at 
all,  every  plan  must  be  relinquished. 

2.  The  expense. 

A  former  committee  of  this  Convention  calculated  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  settling  in  Africa  the  present  number  of  free  blacks; 
to  which  calculation,  a  reference  may  be  had.  It  is  reasonable 
to  believe  that  a  settlement  in  our  western  lands  would  not 
cost  one  tenth  of  the  amount. 

3.  It  is  supposed,  that  on  the  present  plan,  the  foundation 
would  be  laid  of  an  independent  power,  which  can  never  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  on  equal  terms,  into  our  confederacy;  and  which  may 
hereafter  become  a  dangerous  enemy,  or  a  doubtful  friend. 

This,  it  must  be  confessed,  is  an  alarming  prospect;  but,  let 
it  be  compared  with  the  political  relations  of  the  Indian  tribes, 
who  now  use  the  same  surface  of  territory,  for  the  purpose  of 
hunting. 

Can  any  character,  except  that  of  condensation,  be  given  to 
the  former,  which  does  not  belong  to  the  latter.  The  Indians 
are  not  contemplated  as  future  members  of  our  political  con¬ 
federacy.  Their  peace  and  friendship  are  endeavoured  to  be 
secured  by  treaties;  their  injustice  repelled  by  force.  Our  poli¬ 
tical  and  public  calculations  are  formed  on  their  gradual  im¬ 
provement  and  civilization,  on  converting  them  into  husband¬ 
men,  manufacturers,  and  Christians.  No  other  views  in  respect 
to  them,  ought  to  be  entertained,  or  have  ever  been  publicly 
avowed. 

On  this  plan,  will  the  Africans  be  less  desirable  as  neigh¬ 
bours,  than  the  Indians;  will  they  not,  on  the  contrary,  begin 
the  course  of  improvement  with  advantages  to  which  the  latter 
are  strangers?  will  they  not  carry  with  them  a  great  portion  of 
those  civil  arts,  which  they  have  acquired  or  observed  among 
us?  will  they  not  carry  with  them  an  attachment  to,  and  a  sense 
of  dependence  upon  us?  will  they  not  form  a  strong  and  useful 
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Contrast  to  the  proud  and  jealous  spirit  of  independence,  which 
actuates  the  Ipdian?  and  in  time  form  a  strong  and  useful  bar¬ 
rier  to  the  progress  and  cfTcct  of  their  hostile  inclinations?  If 
they  cultivate  with  industry  the  arts  of  peace,  and  adhere  to 
the  principles  and  practice  of  our  holy  religion,  will  they  not 
assist  to  extend  that  conversion  of  the  heathen,  which  all  pious 
men  so  fervently  wish  for. 

Is  there  reason  to  apprehend  that  they  will  become  too  nu¬ 
merous  and  too  powerful  for  our  general  safety?  Their  numbers 
And  their  power  will  never  be  subjects  of  terror  to  us,  until  wo 
shall  begin  to  use  them  ill.  Their  increased  population  may  per¬ 
haps  be  in  the  same  ratio  with  our  owd;  it  is  not  likely  to  bo 
greater.  The  proportion  is  too  small  in  our  favour,  to  admit  of 
uneasiness  on  that  score.  But,  let  it  be  enquired  on  the  other 
hand,  whether  the  increase  is  likely  to  be  greater  in  such  a  co¬ 
lony  than  in  the  present  scattered  state  of  the  same  population, 
through  the  United  States;  and  if  the  fears  of  some  in  respect 
to  future  consequences  (in  which  however,  the  committee  does 
not  concur),  are  well  founded,  will  it  not,  even  in  this  point  of 
view,  be  most  conducive  to  the  general  welfare  to  have  them 
thus  concentrated  in  the  interior?  But  it  is  conceived  that  such 
increase,  under  a  wise  and  judicious  organization,  among  them¬ 
selves,  and  with  good  conduct  on  our  part,  will  only  increase  the 
number  of  our  friends  and  auxiliaries.  This  point  is  so  far  ad¬ 
verted  to,  only  in  its  political  and  national  tendencies  and  ef¬ 
fects.  In  a  moral  point  of  view,  if  the  colonization  proposed, 
will  increase  the  happiness  of  those  removed  to  it,  ought  the 
number  of  those  who  will  partake  of  the  benefit,  to  form  an 
•objection.  In  its  religious  aspect,  ought  we  to  refuse  an  assent 
to  a  plan  by  which  the  number  of  Christian  believers  is  likely 
to  be  augmented.  To  conclude,  it  appears  to  the  committee, 
that  after  the  establishment  is  properly  formed,  it  will  rest 
with  ourselves  whether  we  have  there  a  numerous  body  of 
friends,  or  a  numerous  body  of  enemies;  for  it  never  can  be  the 
interest  of  those  men  to  cast  off  the  aid,  protection,  and  coun¬ 
tenance  of  the  United  States. 

The  last  enumerated  objection,  if  one  on  which  the  com¬ 
mittee  feels  a  difficulty  not  resulting  from  the  nature  of  the 
subject  itself,  but  from  the  different  arguments  which  have 
been  urged  by  the  Colonization  Society.  To  those  who  are  op¬ 
posed  to  the  continuance  of  slavery,  colonization  abroad  is  pre¬ 
sented  as  s  scheme  strongly  conducive  to  gradual  emancipation; 
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.o  the  slave-holder  it  is  affirmed  that  the  removal  of  the  free 
blacks  will  render  their  slaves  “more  obedient, faithful,  honest 
and  useful.*’  And  it  is  attempted  to  reconcile  these  views,  by 
asking  whether  it  constitutes  a  substantial  objection  to  this  “  ef¬ 
fort  to  enlarge  the  stock  of  human  happiness,”  that  "  the  most 
sordid  and  degrading,  arwell  as  the  most  benevolent  and  ex¬ 
alted  sentiments  of  the  heart  should  be  enlisted  in  its  favour.” 

So  far  as  any  plan  of  colonization  in  this  or  any  other  coun¬ 
try,  may  have  even  a  remote  tendency  to  rivet  the  unhallowed 
fetters  of  the  slave,  this  Convention  must  withhold  its  concur¬ 
rence;  the  principles  of  the  Societies  for  promoting  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  slavery,  must  be  utterly  abandoned,  before  &  measure 
can  be  recommended  to  them,  by  its  production  of  an  effect 
completely  at  variance  with  their  constitutions,  and  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  their  members  individually.  And  if  this  is  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  being  the  natural  consequence  of  the  colonization, 
the  Convention  seems  to  be  bound  to  dismiss  the  subject  alto¬ 
gether.  But  in  its  more  delightful  and  benevolent  aspect— the 
incentive  to  individual  emancipation,  it  may  be  pursued  with  a 
hope,  it  is  trusted,  not  wholly  illusive.  If  this  proves  to  be  the 
effect  of  colonization,  it  is  entitled  to  the  warmest  aid  in  the 
power  of  the  Convention  to  bestow.  It  is  perfectly  consistent 
with  this  part  of  its  character,  to  abstain  from  every  course  that, 
in  its  necessary  legal  operation,  may  be  found  at  variance  with 
the  supposed  rights  of  the  slave-holders:  however  the  legal  to¬ 
leration  of  slavery  may  be  deplored,  the  societies  represented 
in  the  Convention,  have  never  encouraged  the  slave  to  resist 
the  claims,  or  abscond  from  the  service  of  liis  master.  What 
they  have  uniformly  abstained  from,  in  detail,  they  will  not  at¬ 
tempt  in  the  gross.  It  is  no  part  of  the  design  of  an  interior  co¬ 
lony,  to  create  an  asylum  for  fugitives  from  labour,  or  from 
guilt. 

Prohibitions,  positive  and  severe,  must  be  established,  and 
may,  it  is  conceived,  be  enforced.  The  distance  from  the  South¬ 
ern  States  might  be  rendered  as  great  as  possible,  and  a  pledge 
of  the  good  faith  of  the  new  colonists,  might  easily  be  obtained, 
to  co-operate  with  such  measures  of  prevention  as  would  ren¬ 
der  the  evil  almost  impossible. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  obviate  the  objections  which 
have  occurred,  it  may  not  be  deemed  an  improper  conclusion 
of  this  report,  to  observe,  that  there  is  more  probability  of  «t* 
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taming  in  such  a  colony,  the  due  observance  of  moral  and  reli» 
gioue  principle,  than  either  of  the  other  two  plans  would  afford. 

It  is  certainly  most  desirable  to  unite,  with  the  hope  and  the 
effort  of  disseminating  the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  among  in¬ 
fidels,  a  due  attention  to  the  preservation  of  that  kno  v ledge 
among  the  colonists  themselves.  It  is  indeed  the  most  import¬ 
ant,  because,  independent  of  their  own  welfare,  it  is  only  by  the 
preservation  of  the  Christian  religion  among  them,  that  they 
can  be  rendered  either  teachers  or  examples  to  others.  Now, 
within  our  own  countiy,  it  is  obvious  that  we  shall  have  a 
stronger  hold  on  them,  by  the  facility  with  which  pious  mis¬ 
sionaries  will.be  able  to  communicate  with  them;  and  by  the 
progress  in  their  own  improvement,  on  which  we  may  reasona¬ 
bly  calculate.  But,  in  Africa,  surrounded  by  the  most  degrading 
superstition,  remote  from  religious  communications,  mouldering 
in  point  of  numbers  from  the  unhealthiness  of  the  climate,  the 
hostilities  of  the  natives,  and  the  depredations  of  slave-dealers; 
there  must  be  less  hope  of  their  continuance  in  the  faith  of  the 
gospel,  and  still  less  of  their  being  able  to  impart  it  to  others. 

It  may,  however,  be  objected  that  the  Indian  superstitions 
are  as  gross,  and  obstinate  as  those  of  the  Africans;  and  that 
blacks  are  considered,  even  by  the  Indians,  as  an  inferior  class: 
from  which,  it  is  not  probable  that  they  would  be  willing  to  re¬ 
ceive  instruction. 

The  former  of  these  positions  cannot  be  contradicted;  and 
which  of  the  two  classes  would  be  most  tenacious  of  their  error*, 
it  is  impossible  to  decide.  It  may,  however,  be  justly  observed, 
that  so  far  as  we  are  informed,  there  is  more  looseness  in  the 
religion  of  erratic  tribes,  and  more  system  and  cohesion  in  the 
African  superstitions;  and  if  this  should  be  found  to  be  the  case, 
the  probability  of  conversion  would  be  greater  with  the  former. 

In  reBpect  to  the  opinions  supposed  to  be  entertained  by  the 
Indians,  of  the  inferiority  of  negroes,  we  are  to  remember,  that 
this  prejudice  has  been  taught  to  them  by  ourselves.  If,  in  their 
predatory  incursions  on  our  borders,  they  have  found  the  black) 
bum  regarded  by  us  but  as  a  subject  of  property— as  a  sub-, 
ject  of  property,  they  haVe  carried  him  away. 

If  we  exhibit  them  collectively,  as  national  and  respected 
beings,  the  Indians  will  learn  to  receive  them  with  the  same 
sensations;— tend  if,  as  is  confidently  hoped,  the  regularity  and 
propriety  of  their  conduct  shall  conciliate -the  friendship  of  the 
neighbouring  tribes;  those  tribes  will  gradually  study,  approve; 
and  adopt  their  arts,  their  comforts,  and  their  religion. 
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But  the  committee  does  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  effect  of 
j*uch  a  colony  on  the  surrounding  people,  is  not  of  the  same 
importance,  at  least  in  this  aspect,  as  its  effect  upon  the  colo¬ 
nists  themselves.  Wherever  it  may  be  placed,  our  first  duty  is 
to  provide  that  their  peace  and  happiness,  their  moral  system, 
their  political  rights,  and  their  adhesion  to  our  religion,  should 
be  enforced  and  secured;  and  from  every  view  that  has  yet  been 
taken  of  the  subject,  the  committee  believes  that  these  objects 
may  be  effectually  secuved  by  planting  the  colony  in  the  inte¬ 
rior  of  America.  .  ... 

The  committee  beg  leave  to  add,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the 
subject  i9  too  momentous  for  an  immediate  decision;  and  that 
they  do  not  submit  any  resolutions  to  the  Convention,  partly 
because  it  docs  not  appear  to  come  within  the  sphere  of  their 
appointment,  and  partly  because  it  appears  to  them  inexpedient, 
till  future  information  shall  be  obtained,  that  the  Convention 
should  adopt  any  measures  in  relation  thereto. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

WILLIAM  RAWLE,  Chairman. 

The  committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  first  resolution 
adopted  by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  upon  the  first  resolu¬ 
tion  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangement,  made  the 
following  report  of  an  address  which  was  adopted.  And, 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  the  said  address  be  signed 
by  the  President  of  this  Convention,  and  forwarded  to  the  Pre¬ 
sident  of  the  United  States. 


To  his  Excellency,  James  Monroe,  President  of  th*  United  States* 

The  American  Convention,  composed  of  Delegates  from 
Societies  organi/.ed  in  different  sections  of  the  United  States, 
to  promote  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  improve  the  condition 
of  the  African  race,  deem  it  their  duty  to  address  your  Excel¬ 
lency  on  a  subject,  which  they  in  common  with  yourself,  and 
every  other  friend  to  freedom  and  humanity,  have  near  at  heart; 
the  universal  abolition  of  the  Slave  trade.  . 

This  Convention  contemplate,  with  the  liveliest  emotions  of 
gratitude,  the  exertions  which,  within  a  few  years,  have  been 
made  by  most  nations  of  Christendom  to  abolish  the  traffic 
in  human  flesh;— that  traffic  which  had  been  so  long  their  igno- 
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miny  and  shame.  While  they  have  much  reason  to  regret  that 
before  our  nation  became  independent,  the  evil  of  slavery  had 
taken  such  deep  root  in  our  country,  that  it  was  impracticable 
for  the  new  republic  at  once  to  extend  to  the  descendants  of 
Africa  those  privileges  which  the  fathers  of  our  liberty  had  de- 
dared  to  be  the  birth  right  of  **  all  men;'*  yet  they  rejoice' that 
the  legislature  of  our  country  embraced  an  early  opportunity  to 
put  a  termination  to  the  slave  trade. 

Although  our  national  acts  on  this  subject  are  worthy  of  all 
praise,  yet  the  fact  must  be  well  known  to  your  Excellency,  that 
much  remains  to  be  done  ere  the  slave  trade  is  declared  by  all 
nations  to  be  an  offence  against  their  morals  and  laws.  The 
Convention,  therefore,  take  the  liberty  to  solicit  the  active  ex¬ 
ercise  of  all  the  power  vested  in  your  Excellency  by  the  consti¬ 
tution,  in  co-opcration  in  all  just  and  proper  measures  which 
may  be  adopted  by  the  powers  of  Europe,  to  procure  a  total 
and  immediate  abolition  of  the  slave  trade. 

The  Convention  are  not  aware  that  there  exists  a  necessity 
of  calling  the  attention  of  your  Excellency  to  this  subject  They 
have,  however,  deemed  it  their  duty  not  to  let  their  present 
sessions  pass,  without  communicating  to  you  that  they  and  their 
constituents  respectfully  anticipate  that  all  opportunities  which 
your  official  station,  as!  the  Executive  head  of  &  Free  People,  may* 
afford,  will  be  improved  to  further  the  object  here  suggested. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee. 

HIRAM  KETCHUM. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  seventh  resolution, 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangement,  made  the  follow* 
ing  report 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  seventh  resolution 
report,  that  your  committee  in  taking  into  consideration  the 
present  situation  of  the  people  of  colour  in  the  United  States, 
deprived  of  all  those  incentives  to  correct  and  honourable  con¬ 
duct,  which  the  feelings  of  equality,  and  eligibility  to  stations 
of  profit  and  honour,  so  powerfully  produce  upon  mankind,  have 
.become  perfectly  satisfied,  that  in  order  to  afford  them  effectual 
instruction  in  a  literary,  moral,  or  mechanical  point  of  view,  it) 
is  essentially  necessary  that  very  general  and  extensive  mea¬ 
sures  should  be  adopted  by  the  friends  of  that  injured  and  de¬ 
graded  class  of  society.  As  the  prejudices  of  the  white  popnla* 
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tion  preclude  them  from  the  advantages  of  social  intercourse  or 
reciprocal  improvement,  except  amongst  themselves;  and  as  the 
minds  of  men  are  more  easily  debased  by  example  than  exalted 
by  precept;  it  is  evident,  that  unlesB  their  instruction  be  general, 
from  the  nature  of  their  association,  it  can  never  be  lasting, 
inasmuch  as  the  ignorance  and  vice  of  the  many,  will  triumph 
over  the  knowledge  and  virtue  of  the  few.  A  community  of 
knowledge  and  virtue  is  their  surest  protection;  it  operates  as  a 
sort  of  social  compact  upon  the  numerous  individuals  who  con¬ 
stitute  it;  and  it  becomes  the  interest  of  every  one  to  contribute 
to  the  general  treasure,  as  it  is  the  fountain  of  individual 
wealth  und  happiness. 

Your  committee  therefore  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Con¬ 
vention,  the  propriety  of  representing  to  slave  holders  generally 
throughout  the  United  States,  the  almost  incalculable  injury  to 
society  inevitably  accruing  from  their  present  rigorous  treat¬ 
ment  of  these  oppressed  people,  particularly  in  denying  them 
the  means  of  instruction,  and  separating  near  connexions,  by 
selling  parents  or  children  to  a  distant  state;  thus  embittering 
the  little  happiness  that  a  slave  is  capable  of  enjoying;  and 
when  any  of  these  unhappy  bcing9  escape  from  their  iron  ser¬ 
vitude,  or  become  manumitted  by  the  death  bed  repentance  of 
their  masters,  the  habits  of  guilt  they  have  acquired  in  slavery 
render  them  a  burden  to  society,  and  contaminators  of  their 
more  innocent  brethren.  But,  if  an  exhibition  of  these  wrongs 
will  not  deter  them  from  a  continuance  in  their  present  course, 
and  the  claims  of  society  are  despised,  let  them  be  once  more 
warned  against  driving  this  hapless  race  to  desperation,  and 
let  their  selfishness  teach  them  a  salutary  lesson  of  forbearance. 
In  vain  will  our  societies  for  distributing  the  holy  scriptures 
have  been  instituted,  in  vain  will  the  word  of  inspiration  be 
disseminated  throughout  the  universe;  if  the  hearts  of  those 
beings,  for  whose  temporal  and  eternal  welfare  the  charitable 
thus  labour,  are  wantonly  locked  up  in  slavery,  in  ignorance 
and  in  guilt:  *•  The  light  shineth  in  darkness,  but  the  darkness 
comprehcndeth  it  not.” 

With  respect  to  those  branches  of  education  that  are  pro¬ 
perly  literary,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  much  good  may  be  deriv¬ 
ed  by  people  of  colour,  from  the  establishment  of  Sunday  or 
first  day  schools;  and  we  would  also  earnestly  recommend,  that 
such  manumission  societies  whose  funds  will1  admit  of  it,  should 
have  one  or  more  daily  schools  under  their  immediate  care  and 
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control,  for  the  free  instruction  of  such  as  are  indigent.  Your 
committee  also  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  provi- 
sions  of  public  schools  by  the  state  government,  for  the  children 
of  the  poor;  the  blacks  are  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  these  pro¬ 
visions,  and  assuredly  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  them. 

In  regard  to  the  improvement  of  their  murals,  your  com¬ 
mittee  believe  that  this  will  be  best  effected  by  a  more  general 
notice  being  taken  of  their  conduct;  they  suggest  the  propriety 
of  each  manumission  society  appointing  a  committee  of  two  or 
three  persons  to  address  them,  when  convened  for  that  purpose, 
twice  or  thrice  a  year,  and  disseminating  among  them  the  holy 
scriptures  and  religious  tracts:  those  of  them  who  conduct  them* 
selves  well,  should  be  particularly  noticed  and  spoken  of,  that 
a  laudable  ambition  may  be  excited,  and  their  rank  in  society 
be  somewhat  raised;  this  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  will 
be  a  powerful  auxiliary,  in  'the  effectuation  of  our  object. 

As  it  relates  to  mechanical  instruction,  almost  insuperable 
difficulties  present  themselves  in  many  parts  of  the  country, 
from  the  pride  and  deep  rooted  prejudices  of  society.  Perhaps 
no  more  effectual  method  can  be  adopted,  than  that  of  encourag¬ 
ing  them  ourselves,  and  recommending  them  to  our  friends.  A 
general  disposition  on  our  part  to  favour  those  mechanics,  who 
shall  employ  coloured  people,  or  receive  them, as  apprentices; 
will  probably  be  the  surest,  if  not  the  only  mode  of  introducing 
amongst  them  a  mechanical  course  of  instruction. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  BOYD, 

EU  HILLE8, 

D.  P.  BROWN, 

THOMAS  SHIPLEY. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  remonstrance  to  Con¬ 
gress,  against  the  enactment  or  toleration  of  slavery  in  any  new 
state,  made  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  and  di¬ 
rected  to  be  signed  by  the  President  of  the  Convention,  gn d 
presented  to  Congress. 
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The  Memorial  and  Remonstrance  of  the  American  Convention  far 
promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  improving  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  African  Race,  held  at  Philadelphia ,  on  the  fifth 
of  October,  and  the  tenth  of  November,  1819, 

RESPECTFULLY  SHRWETH, 

That  strongly  impressed  with  the  apprehensions  of  the  evil 
consequences  which  inevitably  must  result  to  the  United  States- 
by  enlarging  the  sphere  and  protracting  the  duration  of  domes¬ 
tic  slavery,  your  Memorialists  deem  it  their  duty  respectfully 
to  present  this  remonstrance  against  the  admission  into  the 
Union  of  any  new  States  which  may  be  hereafter  formed,  unless 
on  the  conditions  that  the  further  introduction  of  slaves  therein 
be  prohibited,  and  that  the  duration  of  slavery  therein  be  con¬ 
fined  to  those  who  shall  be  held  in  such  bondage  at  the  time  of 
their  admission. 

Principles  of  plain  and  acknowledged  justice  may  sometimes 
have  been  suspended  or  overruled,  from  a  belief  of  State  neces¬ 
sity.  In  the  origin  of  political  associations,  mutual  concession* 
are  sometimes  required,  and  an  overruling  public  urgency  sug¬ 
gests,  while  it  regrets,  the  adoption  of  measures,  the  danger  of 
which  is  even  partially  anticipated. 

Of  this  nature  was  the  toleration  of  slavery  in  the  formation 
of  our  present  constitution. 

But  when  no  political  urgency  exists,  when  no  necessary 
concession  to  circumstances  is  required,  when  the  general  le¬ 
gislature  has  the  power  to  lay  down  the  principles  of  admission 
into  the  Union,  as  broad  and  pure  as  truth  and  justice  them¬ 
selves,  it  is  hoped  an  occasion  so  noble,  will  not  be  suffered  to 
pass  unimproved. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  voluntary  toleration  of  slavery  in  those 
additions  of  territory,  which  are  made  to  us  by  the  Bteady  and 
gradual  increase  of  population,  would  not  only  afford  an  argu¬ 
ment  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  feel  no  repugnance 
to  it  in  principle,  and  thereby  would  subject  us  to  the  charge 
of  inconsistency  in  the  eyes  of  mankind;  but  also  yield  an  en¬ 
couragement  to  the  continuance  of  that  odious  traffic,  now  pur¬ 
sued  only  by  the  basest  of  men,  to  whom  a  new  and  extensive 
market  will  thus  be  opened,  and  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  that  the 
utmost  vigilance  will  render  it  impossible  to  prevent  it  The 
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certain  effect  will  be  greatly  to  increase  the  number  of  slaves, 
beyond  their  gradual  augmentation  by  birth.  The  love  of  ease  is 
natural  to  mankind,  and  the  owner  of  landed  estate  will  take 
every  opportunity  of  acquiring  by  purchase  those  whose  forced 
labour,  will  diminish  the  necessity  of  his  own.  The  price  of 
these  unhappy  beings  will  be  raised.  The  pecuniary  attractions 
of  this  inhuman  traffic  will  be  increased,  and  the  baseness  of 
the  motives  which  originally  suggested  it,  will  presume  to  shel¬ 
ter  itself  under  the  false  pretence  of  a  national  sanction. 

If  the  market  will  thus  be  enlarged,  it  will  also  be  perpe¬ 
tuated,  or  at  least  continued  for  an  almost  indefinite  duration. 
What  is  allowed  to  one  new  State,  will  be  claimed  by  the  next 
that  is  formed  as  a  sort  of  right,  and  the  hydra  of  slavery  will 
in  time  extend  its  reprobated  form  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pa¬ 
cific. 

No  power,  however  carefully  conceived  or  faithfully  execut¬ 
ed,  will  be  able  to  arrest  the  progress  of  this  illegal  increase. 
No  compensation -can  ever  be  made  for  the  additional  multi¬ 
tudes  who  will  thus  be  doomed  to  suffering  and  sorrow,  and  no 
political  ablution  can  ever  efface  this  voluntary  stain  from  our 
national  character. 

Nor  tan  any  countervailing  benefit  be  suggested  to  meet 
these  evils. 

If  the  population  of  our  western  wilds  should  proceed  more 
slowly  by  the  exclusion  of  slavery;  is  rapidity  evidence  of 
strength  and  firmness;  and  will  not  an  industrious  hardy  yeo¬ 
manry,  accustomed  to  till  their  own  fields,  and  perform  their 
own  labour,  be  more  valuable  additions  to  our  strength  than  the 
enervated  dependants  on  the  labours  of  others?  Your  memorial¬ 
ists  appeal  with  respect  and  confidence  to  the  acknowledgments 
of  distinguished  men  among  the  Southern  planters,  that  slavery 
is  in  this  respect,  as  in  many  others,  a  sensible  and  serious  evil, 
which  they  lament  the  more,  because  they  conceive  that  it  can¬ 
not  be  remedied. 

Why  should  it  be  introduced  again  without  necessity,  to  effect 
an  injury  to  ourselves,  which  in  a  short  time,  will  become  too 
deeply  rooted  to  be  removed. 

Your  memorialists  forbear  to  trespass  further  on  your  time. 
The  subject  is  of  awful  importance;  it  is  closely  connected  with 
the  future  destinies  of  our  country.  The  convenience  and  cu¬ 
pidity  of  the  western  settler  are  alone  arrayed  against  the 
consistency  of  eur  public  conduct,  the  happiness  and  the  great- 
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ness  of  the  nation.  If  their  erroneous  wishes  be  consulted  in 
the  arrangements  that  shall  be  made,  the  day  may  not  be  very 
dw»tant,lwhen  the  assent  of  our  legislature  will  be  deplored  as 
the. cause  of  incurable  regret,  by  those  who  now  so  earnestly 
solicit  it.  But,  between  motives  of  mistaken  local  interest  on 
one  side,  and  the  high  consideration  of  national  character,  pub¬ 
lic  stability,  and  acknowledged  justice  on  the  other,  it  is  most 
respectfully  hoped  that  Congress  will  not  be  at  a  loss  to  decide. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

WILLIAM  RAWLE,  Chairman. 

On  motion,  ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  named 
in  the  sixth  resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangement,  be 
referred  to  the  acting  committee,  to  take  such  measures  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  recommendation  therein  contained  as  said  com¬ 
mittee  think  proper. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  acting  committee  of  the  Convention  be 
requested  to  have  a'collection  made,  forthwith,  of  all  such  facts 
and  documents,  as  may  tend  to  aid  in  the  investigation  of  the 
question  of  restricting  slavery  in  the  new  states,  proposed  to 
be  enacted  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  and  Chat  they 
have  a  statement  of  such  facts  and  documents  printed,  and 
transmit  the  same  to  such  members  of  the  national  Legislature, 
as  they  may  consider  willing  to  receive  the  same. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draft  a  memorial  to  Congress  on 
the  subject  of  the  illicit  domestic  trade  in  persons  of  colour, 
were,  on  motion,  continued. 

On  motion,  resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Convention 
present  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  to  Thomas  Clarkson  and 
William  Dilwyn,  of  London,  for  the  interesting  communica¬ 
tions  received  from  them,  and  that  he  transmit  to  them,  in  the 
name  of  the  Convention,  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  this  and  the 
preceding  session. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Abolition  Societies  in  the  United  States,  presented  an 
address  which  was  adopted  as  follows: 
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To  the  Abolition  and  Manumission  Societies  in  the  United 
States. 

The  American  Convention,  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery,  previous  to  closing  ihe  business  of  their  session,  pro¬ 
ceed  to  invite  the  attention  of  their  constituent  societies,  to 
some  of  the  Important  and  interesting  subjects,  which  have  been 
under  their  consideration. 

As  they  are  satisfied  that  they  have  assembled  by  the  per¬ 
mission  of  that  Being,  who  regards  with  equal  interest  all  ra¬ 
tional  creatures,  so  they  are  deeply  sensible,  that  it  is  only  by 
his  blessing  on  their  labours,  that  they  and  the  advocates  and 
friends  of  the  oppressed  race,  whose  benefit  they  would  pro¬ 
mote,  can  succeed  in  their  labours.  The  Convention  have  view¬ 
ed  with  an  anxious  solicitude,  the  numerous  and  momentous 
subjects  presented  to  them;  but  as  they  have  remembered  that 
the  cause  of  justice  and  humanity  will  ultimately  prevail,  they 
have  felt  a  pleasure  in  being  employed,  though  as  feeble  instru¬ 
ments,  in  the  accomplishment  of  so  good  a  work. 

It  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction,  that  we  have  seen  by  the  com¬ 
munications  received  from  the  different  societies,  that  the  friends 
of  emancipation,  although  comparatively  few,  are  still  unwea¬ 
ried  and  persevering;  and  although  some  of  us  continue  to  be 
afflicted  with  the  sighs  of  the  captive,  and  to  hear  the  clashing 
of  his  chains,  yet,  in  the  West,  a  voice  has  been  raised  in  behalf 
of  the  slave,  and  his  cause  has  been  embraced  by  many  good 
and  enlightened  men.  We  allude  to  the  communications  from 
the  societies  of  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  which,  although  yet 
in  their  infancy,  and  now  feeble,  although  surrounded  with  diffi¬ 
culties  and  embarrassments,  yet  will  they  become  as  Nazarites 
in  the  cause  of  African  emancipation. 

The  Convention  are  the  more  gratified  with  the  appearance 
of  these  societies,  as  they  not  only  afford  an  evidence  that  the 
fiat  has  gone  forth  to  that  part  of  the  moral  world,  "  to  divide 
the  light  from  the  darkness;”  but  they  will  be  as  rallying  points 
for  many  whose  labours  have  been  lost  for  want  of  a  united  eft 
fort  May  none  be  willing  to  remain  neuter.  For  let  it  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  at  this  momentous  and  deeply  interesting 
crisis,  when  ignorance  cannot  be  made  a  plea  for  inaction,  we 
may  with  perfect  justice,  admit  the  presumption,  that  **  he 
that  is  not  for  us,  is  against  us.” 

In  recalling  the  time  that  has  elapsed  since  the  rights  of  the 
unfortunate  Africans  were  first  asserted,  how  many  of  those 
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whose  tongues  were  once  eloquent  in  their  cause,  do  we  find 
laid  in  the  silent  grave!  How  many  arms,  vigorous  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  helpless  humanity,  have  been  paralyzed  by  death! 
Those  who  commenced  the  work  of  emancipation  with  their 
ears  filled  with  the  cry  of  the  oppressed,  were  not  blessed  with 
the  sight  of  its  completion,  they  in  a  righteous  confidence  that 
the-cause  would  be  supported,  have  rested  from  their  labours, 
and  bequeathed  to  us  the  privilege  of  vindicating  the  rights  of 
injured  and  -oppressed  man. 

The  Convention  have  thought  proper  to  renew  their  appli¬ 
cations  for  assistance  and  support,  to  some  of  the  legislative 
and  executive  authorities  of  our  country.  Although  our  previous 
petitions  seem  to  have  been,  in  some  instances,  unavailing,  yet 
we  believe  the  ears  of  our  rulers  are  not  closed  against  us. 
When  we  find  that  there  is  no  longer  access  to  their  feelings 
as  men,  or  to  their  justice  as  legislators,  we  shall  then,  and  not 
till  then,  cease  to  intreat  them. 

We  have  also  been  anxiously  interested  in  the  passage  of  the. 
pronoped  law  of  Congress,  prohibiting  the  fqrther  introduction  of 
slavery  into  the  territory  of  Missouri,  when  as  a  state,  it  shall 
be  admitted  into  the  Union.  Believing  that  not  only  the  cause 
of  humanity,  but  the  prosperity  of  that  country,  is  involved  in 
the  decision,  we  assert,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  legislators,  to  pre« 
vent  by  seasonable  enactments,  that  coalition  of  crime,  with 
sordid  interest,  which  it  has  been  found  bo  difficult  to  dissolve. 

The  Convention,  unwilling  to  despair  of  preventing  the  vile 
and  nefarious  practice  of  kidnapping,,  by  which  free  persons  of 
colour  are  fraudulently  removed  from  one  state  to  another,  and 
wishing  that  nothing  which  it  is  in  their  power  to  do,  may  re¬ 
main  undone,  have  applied  to  the  legislatures  of  some  of  the 
southern  states,  requesting  them  to  provide,  by  adequate  penal¬ 
ties,  for  the  protection  of  their  free  citizens  of  colour.  But,  as 
it  respects  our  applications  to  the  individual  legislatures,  con¬ 
scious  as  we  are  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  enactment  of  any  ef¬ 
fectual  provisions,  we  mainly  look  to  you,  the  tried  friends  of 
the  oppressed,  to  use  your  individual  and  united  endeavours  to 
check  the  progress  of  this  heinous  evil,  by  presenting  to  your 
respective  legislatures,  memorials  adapted  to  the  subject  ac¬ 
companied  with  such  facts  as  may  fully  elucidate  it?  more  may 
thus  perhaps  be  effected,  than  by  the  applications  of  the  Con¬ 
vention,  which  has  not  those  facta  and  circumstance"  so  much 
at  its  command. 
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Our  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  education  have  been  bo 
often  reiterated,  that  we  need  only  say  that  its  increasing  im¬ 
portance  becomes  daily  more  evident.  We  are  persuaded  that 
you  feel  it  so,  and  we  earnestly  intreat  you  to  carry  into  effect 
all  proper  measures  for  extending  its  advantages  to  those  for 
whom  we  are  especially  interested;  whenever  the  number  of 
pupils  will  admit,  let  frce-schools  be  established.  And  as  rea¬ 
son  and  experience  teach  us  that  the  instruction  of  females  in 
all  branches  of  domestic  economy,  is  of  primary  importance, 
we  recommend  the  annexation  of  schools  for  sewing,  knitting, 
&c.  to  those  established  for  literary  improvement 

Finally,  be  vigilant— and  may  the  vigour,  and  perseverance 
which  peculiarly  belong  to  a  dignified  and  righteous  cause,  call 
down  upon  your  labours  the  blessings  of  Heaven. 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Jun.  President 

The  following  Resolutions  were  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  this  Convention  be  em¬ 
powered  to  call  a  special  meeting  thereof,  at  any  time  he  may 
think  proper,  and  that  the  said  meeting  be  convened  at  New 
York. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  presented 
to  the  Select  Council,  for  the  use  of  their  chamber. 

Resolved,  That  the  acting  committee  be  directed  to  preparb 
the  minutes  of  this  Convention,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  pub¬ 
lished. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned. 
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FEINTED  BY  ORDER  OF  THE  CONVENTION* 
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Select  Cocscil  Chamber, 

Philadelphia,  October  Zd.  182i. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the 
Convention,  the  following  Delegates  attended,  from  the 
Pennsylvania  Society  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery,  &c.: 

William  Rawlc,  Esq.  Benjamin  C.  Parvin, 

Thomas  Shipley,  Thomas  Earle. 

A  quorum  not  being  present,  the  attending  Delegates 
adjourned  until  to-morrow,  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.  at  this 
place. 

October  3d. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — Evan 
Lewis,  Vice  President,  iu  the  Chair. 

On  motion,  James  W.  Murray  was  appointed  Secre¬ 
tary,  pro  tern. 

The  credentials  of  Delegates  being  produced,  and  read, 
it  appeared  that  the  following  persons  were  appointed  to 
represent  the  Societies  respectively  named  in  the  Con¬ 
vention: 

From  the  New-York  Society  for  promoting  the  Manu¬ 
mission  of  Slaves,  and  protecting  such  of  them  as  hare 
been  or  may  be  liberated— 

Joshua  Underhill,  Hugh  M‘Cormickr 

Theodore  Dwight,  James  Palmer, 

John  Stearns,  Hiram  Retchum, 

Goold  Brown. 
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From  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  promoting  the  Abo¬ 
lition  of  Slavery,  the  relief  of  Free  Negroes  unlawfully 
held  in  bondage,  and  improving  the  condition  of  the 


African  Race — 

William  Rawle, 
David  Paul  Brown, 
James  W.  Murray, 
Thomas  Shipley, 

Dr.  Edwin  A.  Alice, 


Dr.  Joseph  Parrish, 
Abraham  Lower, 
Abraham  L.  Pennock, 
Thomas  Earle, 
Benjamin  C.  Parvin. 


From  the  Delaware  Society  for  promoting  the  Aboli¬ 
tion  of  Slavery,  and  improving  the  condition  of  the  Afri¬ 
can  Race — 

John  Reynolds,  John  \fales, 

William  Seal,  Evan  Lewis, 

Isaac  Jackson. 


Of  these  there  were  present: 

From  New-Fork — Goold  Brown. 

From  Pennsylvania — Abraham  Lower,  James  W.  Mur¬ 
ray,  Thomas  Shipley,  Abraham  L.  Pennock,  Benjamin 
C.  Parvin. 

From  Delaware . — Evan  Lewis,  John  Wales,  John 
Reynolds. 

The  Convention,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  elect  a  Presi¬ 
dent,  Vice-President,  and  Secretaries— -when  the  follow¬ 
ing  Officers  were  duly  elected* 

President ,  William  Rawle,  Esq. 

Vice-President ,  Evan  Lewis. 

Secretaries ,  Goold  Brown,  of  Ncw-York. 

James  W.  Murray,  of  Philadelphia. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  election  of  a  Treasurer 
be  postponed  until  to-morrnw. 
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On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Abraham  L.  Pennock  and 
John  Wales  be  appointed  a  committee  to  settle  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  Treasurer. 

The  following  resolutions  were  moved,  seconded,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  at  each  stated  meeting  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  a  permanent  committee  be  appointed,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  collect  and  digest 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  and  of  the  several  States  and 
Territories,  relating  to  Negro  Slavery;  and  report  their 
proceedings  from  time  to  time,  together  with  such  other 
information  relative  to  the  past  and  present  condition  of 
the  coloured  population  of  the  several  states  and  territo¬ 
ries  as  they  may  consider  useful  to  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  authorised,  for  that 
purpose,  to  correspond  in  the  name  of  this  Convention* 
with  the  Societies  represented  therein,  and  such  other 
associations  and  individuals  as  they  may  deem  expedient* 

Adjourned  until  three  o’clock  this  afternoon. 

October  3d.— 3  o'clock,  P.  -V. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — Wil¬ 
liam  Rawle,  Esq.  President,  in  the  chair. 

Delegates  present: 

From  New- Fork — Goold  Brown. 

From  Pennsylvania — William  Rawle,  Esq.  Abraham 
Lower,  Dr.  Edwin  A.  Atlce,  Thomas  Earle,  James  W. 
Murray,  Thomas  Shipley,  Abraham  L.  Pcnnock,  Benja¬ 
min  C.  Parvin. 

From  Delaware— John  Reynolds,  Evan  Lewis,  William 
Seal,  John  Wales. 

The  follqwing  communications  to  the  Convention  were 
presented*  and  read. 
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To  tht  “Jbntrican  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition 
of  Slavery ,  and  improving  the  Condition  of  the  African 
Race,”  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  2d,  of  October, 
1821. 

In  reviewing  the  past  transactions  of  this  Society,  in 
which  we  have  witnessed  many  arduous  and  afflicting 
struggles  in  behalf  of  the  descendants  of  Africa,  with 
some  of  the  worst  passions  of  men,  it  is  with  considerable 
satisfaction  that  we  no  longer  sec  the  hardened  kidnapper 
pursuing  his  nefarious  traffic  in  the  face  of  day.  The 
number  of  cases  of  complaint,  calling  for  the  interposition 
of  the  Society,  begins  to  diminish ;  and  it  is  hoped,  that 
the  period  is  not  far  distant  when,  by  the  influence  of 
our  laws,  kidnapping  and  negro-trading  will  be  unknown 
among  us. 

Our  schools,  which  now  contain  nearly  TOO  children  of 
both  sexes,  continue  to  he  taught  on  the  Lancasterian 
system;  and  the  improvement  of  the  scholars  is  such  as 
to  be  satisfactory  to  the  trustees,  and  to  afford  a  well- 
grounded  hope  that  the  effect  of  the  benefits  which  they 
are  now  receiving,  will  he  visible  in  the  future  history  of 
our  coloured  population.  Needle-work  continues  to  bo 
taught  to  the  larger  girls;  and  their  improvement  and 
interest  in  that  branch  have  abundantly  compensated  for 
its  introduction  into  our  schools. 

In  looking  to  the  future  operations  of  this  Society,  there 
is  but  little  of  a  local  nature,  on  the  subject  of  Slavery, 
that  is  likely  to  require  its  attention;  perseverance  in  the 
course  of  philanthropy  and  justice  has  achieved,  in  this 
state,  nearly  all  that  laws  can  effect.  Wc  advert  with 
peculiar  pleasure  to  this  fact,  and  mention  it  for  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  other  societies  who  may  not  yet  have 
arrived  at  the  same  desirable  point.  But  a  little  while 
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ago,  we  were  surrounded  with  enemies  on  every  side; 
and  the  number  of  advocates  for  Negro  emancipation 
was,  in  comparison  with  the  whole  number  of  citizens, 
a  mere  handfull;  our  society,  in  its  infancy,  and  for 
many  years  after  its  formation,  consisted  of  not  more 
than  100  active  members ;  and,  in  its  greatest  prosperity, 
lias  never  exceeded  400,  in  a  population  of  100,000  souls. 
The  march  towards  emancipation  has  been  slow,  but 
regular;  and  it  is  believed,  we  may  now  with  confidence 
assert,  that  a  great  majority  of  the  citizens  of  New-York, 
and  of  the  state,  arc  averse  to  Slavery.  We  mention 
these  interesting  facts  for  the  single  object  of  showing 
how  much  the  steady  progress  of  philanthropy  may  ac¬ 
complish,  even  though  surrounded  by  an  apparently  over¬ 
whelming  opposition ;  and  to  encourage  our  distant  bre¬ 
thren  to  form  them  selves  into  associations  for  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  the  great  object  in  view.  In  the  capacity 
of  a  society  each  of  its  members  obtains  additional 
strength,  and  their  united  operations  are  more  efficient. 
They  are  as  a  light  set  on  a  hill,  which  enlightens  all 
around  it.  It  is  very  desirable  to  us  to  see  others,  more 
particularly  in  the  South  and  West,  becoming  zealous 
advocates  in  this  interesting  cause;  and  we  are  per¬ 
suaded  there  are,  in  various  parts  of  our  Southern  and 
Western  states,  many  whose  minds  and  hearts  are  in 
unison  with  our  own.  They  will  be  able  to  enlighten 
and  convince  others;  particularly,  through  the  medium 
of  extensive  associations. 

The  late  acquisition  of  the  Floridas  has  introduced 
many  slaves  into  the  United  States,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
has  increased  the  opportunities  of  kidnapping  and  inveig¬ 
ling  coloured  persons,  to  supply  the  yet  unsatisfied  demand 
in  that  “  market.”  Its  extensive  maritime  borders,  where 
the  prohibitory  law  s  relating  to  the  introduction  of  Slaves 
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arc  not  so  strictly  regarded,  give  room  to  fear,  that  the 
direct  trade  to  Africa  may  receive  some  encouragement 
from  that  quarter.  These  considerations,  while  they  are 
sources  of  concern  and  regret,  Mill  not  fail  to  induce 
continued  and  increasing  vigilance. 

Tliis  Society,  in  common  with  the  friends  of  abolition, 
have  to  regret  the  failure,  in  Congress,  of  the  attempt  to 
fix  limits  to  the  further  extension  of  Slavery  in  our  South¬ 
ern  and  Western  borders.  But  it  is  a  consolation  to  re¬ 
flect',  that  the  best  arguments  were  not  against  us;  and 
that  beneficial  results  may  he  hoped  from  the  discussion. 

The  constitutional  question  involved  in  the  Missouri 
Bill  appears  to  have  been  referred,  by  Congress,  to  the 
decision  of  the  courts.  A  late  law  passed  by  the  cor¬ 
porate  authority  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  which, 
it  is  believed,  the  natural  and  lawful  rights  of  free  per¬ 
sons  of  colour  are  invaded  and  violated,  affords  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  speedily  placing  this  important  question 
before  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  in  the  United  States. 
Various  important  considerations  induce  the  desire  that 
no  time  should  be  lost  in  bringing  up  tliis  point  for  adju¬ 
dication;  an  opportunity  so  convenient  has  not  before 
offered;  of  the  final  judgment  of  the  court  but  little  doubt 
is  entertained ;  and  from  a  judicial  decision  on  the  subject, 
most  substantial  benefits  arc  anticipated. 


THE  OFFICERS  OF  THIS  SOCIETY  ARB? 


Cadwalladcr  D.  Coldcn, 
George  Newbold, 

Peter  A.  Jay, 

Jeremiah  Thompson, 
Robert  White, 

Robert  C.  Cornell, 
Joseph  Corliss, 


President. 

1st  Vice  President 
find  do. 
Secretary. 

Assistant  Secretary* 
Treasurer. 

Register. 
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David  S.  Brown, 

Goold  Brown, 

Hugh  M'Cormick, 
Robert  F.  Mott, 

Hiram  Ketekum, 

Isaac  M.  Ely,! 

Nathan  Comstock, 
Lindlcy  M.  Moore, 
Cadwalladcr  D.  Coldcn, 
Peter  A.  Jay, 

Thomas  Addis  Emmet, 
William  Slosson, 

Isaac  SI.  Ely, 

Benjamin  Clark, 

Hiram  Ketekum, 
William  Sampson, 


Chairman  “S  of  Standing 
Secretary  5  Committee. 
Chairman  0  of  the  Board  of 
Secretary  j  Trustees  of  Schools 
Chairman  }  of  Committee  of 
Secretary  5  Correspondence. 
Chairman  1  of  Committee  of 
Secretary  $  Ways  &  Mean*. 


>  Counsellors. 


Wc  have  appointed  the  following  persons  to  represent 
us  in  the  ensuing  Convention,  viz.  Joshua  Underhill, 
James  Palmer,  Hugh  McCormick,  John  Stearns,  Theo¬ 
dore  Dwight,  Hiram  Kctchum,  and  Goold  Brown. 

CADWALLADER  D.  C OLDEN,  President. 
Jeremiah  Thompson",  Secretary. 

New-Tork,  9ih  Month,  ( September J  2 5th,  1821. 


To  the  American  Convention  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery, 

$*c. 

The  Pennsylvania  Society  for  promoting  the  Abolition 
of  Slavery,  the  relief  of  Free  Negroes  unlawfully  held 
in  bondage,  and  improving  the  condition  of  the  African 
race,  look  forward  with  pleasing  anticipations  to  the 
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period  when  they  shall  witness  another  assemblage  of 
the  friends  of  emancipation;  the  advocates  of  freedom 
and  humanity.  Since  tlic  last  meeting  of  the  Convention 
our  country  has  passed  through  a  period  of  great  politi¬ 
cal  excitement,  the  greatest  and  most  general,  perhaps, 
that  has  ever  prevailed  in  the  Union,  on  the  subject  of  our 
common  views  and  exertions.  It  is  a  matter  of  congratu¬ 
lation  to  the  Society  that,  although  the  objects,  proposed 
in  the  late  public  discussions  by  the  friends  of  emanci¬ 
pation  residing  in  states  which  arc  free  from  the  curse  of 
Slavery,  have  not  been  attained,  yet  much  benefit  has 
resulted  from  their  exertions.  Limits  have  been  set  to 
the  extension  of  tills  evil  in  our  Western  territories; 
and  if  the  same  spirit  which  dictated  the  late  resist¬ 
ance  to  Slavery  shall  continue  to  be  exerted,  the  shores 
of  the  Pacific,  and  a  large  pxtent  of  territory  on  the 
Missouri  and  the  Mississippi,  will  be  saved  from  tills 
scourge  of  humanity.  The  public,  feeling  excited  by  late 
events  is  a  pledge  that  energy  and  perseverance  will  not 
be  wanting,  when  their  exertion  shall  hereafter  become 
necessary.  It  is,  indeed,  consolatory  to  remark,  that 
the  late  discussions  have  given  a  beneficial  direction  to 
public  sentiment  This  result  (the  necessary  consequence 
of  an  increased  attention  to  the  subject,)  is  apparent  in 
every  part  of  the  Union  where  the  voice  of  justice  and 
the  love  of  liberty  arc  not  opposed  by  the  suggestions  of 
interest  or  apprehension.  The  Society  have  felt  its  benc- 
cial  effects,  in  the  increased  number  of  their  members  and 
consequent  extension  of  their  utility.  Thus  encouraged, 
they  have  continued  their  attention  to  the  objects  of  their 
institution;  and  have  pleasure  in  reflecting  that,  although 
their  success  has  not  always  equalled  their  wishes,  their 
labours  have  not  been  unrewarded. 

Little  remains  to  ho  effected  in  tho  legislation  of  this 
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state  for  the  final  extirpation  of  Slavery  -within  its 
boundaries.  Pennsylvania  entered  early  and  zealously 
on  the  career  of  emancipation,  and  the  philanthropy  of 
her  legislature  has  provided  sufficiently  for  the  complete 
liberation  of  the  coloured  inhabitants  of  the  state  from 
tlio  degrading  bondage  to  which  they  were  formerly  con¬ 
demned.  The  judicial  decisions  of  some  inferior  courts 
have  lately  threatened  to  defer  the  period  at  which  these 
benevolent  views  shall  be  finally  accomplished.  The 
act  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  Slavery  having  provided 
that  the  children  of  registered  slaves  should  bfe  bound 
to  their  former  masters  until  a  certain  age,  and  held  by 
them  in  the  same  manner  that  servants  bound  by  inden¬ 
ture  for  four  years  were,  a  claim  has  been  advanced  on 
the  part  of  such  masters  to  hold  the  children  of  their  in¬ 
dented  female  servants  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the 
same  age  that  the  parent  was  bound.  This  claim,  we 
regret  to  say,  has  been  recognised ;  but,  as  we  arc  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  opinion  of  able  counsel,  to  consider  it 
repugnant  to  the  spirit  and  inconsistent  with  a  fair 
interpretation  of  the  law  on  which  it  is  founded,  we 
doubt  not  that  the  decision  will  be  .reversed,  whenever 
the  question  can  be  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  commonwealth.  Should  we  be  unable  to  bring  the 
subject  to  this  result,  we  feel  confident  that  the  legisla¬ 
ture,  acting  in  conformity  with  the  feelings  and  opinions 
of  the  people,  will,  on  application,  provide  a  prompt  and 
efficient  remedy. 

The  protection  of  free  persons  against  those  who  in¬ 
vade  their  liberty  under  colour  of  law,  or  without  any 
pretence  of  right  seek  to  effect  their  purposes  by  lawless 
violence,  has  been  unremittingly  attended  to  by  the  act¬ 
ing  committee  of  this  Society.  It  is  with  great  satis¬ 
faction,  wo  are  enabled  to  state  to  the  Convention  tU.54.1 
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our  exertions  in  this  respect,  within  our  own  state,  have 
been  efficiently  supported  by  public  authority.  A  law  of 
the  commonwealth  has  been  enacted  since  the  last  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Convention,  by  which  the  inhuman  crime  of 
kidnapping  is  further  restrained  and  punished.  Jus¬ 
tices  of  the  Peace  and  Aldermen  arc,  by  the  same 
law,  prohibited  front  officiating  under  the  act  of  Con¬ 
gress,  in  cases  of  persons  held  to  labour  in  other  states 
and  claimed  in  this  as  fugitives.  A  more  solemn  bear¬ 
ing,  and,  in  many  instances,  a  more  just  and  impartial 
decision.  Is  thus  secured  to  the  unfortunate  objects  of 
such  claims;  who  arc  further  benefitted  by  the  publicity 
given  to  their  situation,  and  the  consequent  facility  af¬ 
forded  them  for  procuring  the  aid  of  their  friends. 

The  melioration  of  the  condition  of  the  African  race, 
and,  as  a  means  of  effecting  this  object,  the  education  of 
their  children,  have  ever  been  favorite  objects  of  attention 
with  this  Society.  The  schools  under  their  direction  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  numerously  attended ;  and  from  the  report  of 
the  school  committee  the  Society  have  learned  with  plea¬ 
sure  that  the  scholars  arc,  in  general,  punctual  in  their 
attendance,  orderly  in  their  deportment,  and  attentive  to 
their  studies.  The  effects  of  this  attention  cannot  fail  to 
prove  beneficial,  and  must  be  anticipated  with  pleasure, 
even  by  those  who  are  most  lukewarm  in  the  cause  of 
this  injured  race.  Impressed  with  these  views;  deeming 
the  education  of  coloured  children  as  important  to  society 
as  that  of  others,  and  believing  that  public  aid  was  even 
more  necessary  to  the  former  than  to  the  latter,  the 
Society  lias  endeavored  to  procure  the  assistance  of  pub¬ 
lic  funds  for  this  purpose.  The  exertions  of  a  special 
committee,  to  whom  the  subject  was  confided,  have  hith¬ 
erto  been  ineffectual;  but  the  justice  and  legality  of  our 
■request  are  so  apparent,  that  we  still  cherish  a  hope  they 
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■will  eventually  prove  successful.  This  hope  is  strength¬ 
ened  when  we  advert  to  the  considerations  of  enlightened 
policy  by  which  our  request  is  supported.  But  one  sen¬ 
timent  prevails  on  the  subject  of  education.  It  lessens 
the  propensity  to  vice,  promotes  the  comfort  and  dignity 
of  the  individual,  and  in  the  same  degree  adds  to  the  re¬ 
sources  and  happiness,  and  advauccs  the  welfare  and 
good  order  of  the  community. 

The  Society  are  gratified  by  the  reflection  that  these 
effects  of  their  exertions  arc  visible  in  the  actual  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  coloured  population  of  this  district  Notw  ith¬ 
standing  the  depressed  and,  in  many  respects,  degraded 
situation  of  that  class  of  our  fellow  beings,  just  emerging 
from  the  most  humiliating  Slavery,  excluded  from  most 
of  the  respectable  and  profitable  employments  of  life,  con¬ 
fined  to  the  humblest  and  least  gainful  occupations,  with 
strong  prejudices  to  surmount,  and  labouring  under  every 
species  of  difficulty;  there  is,  nevertheless,  a  smaller  pro¬ 
portion  of  their  colour  than  of  the  white  population, 
chargeable  as  paupers  to  the  community.  This  fact, 
under  such  circumstances,  would  prove,  in  the  absence  of 
all  others,  that  the  exertions  of  the  friends  of  humanity 
have  not  been  in  vain. 

The  feelings  of  satisfaction  excited  by  these  views  are 
checked,  when  the  Society  reflects  on  the  difficulties  it 
has  encountered  in  reclaiming  those  unfortunate  objects 
of  its  care  who  have  been  kidnapped,  and  taken  into 
other  states.  Great  numbers  from  Pennsylvania  are  in 
this  unfortunate  situation.  Torn  from  their  homes  and 
relatives,  deprived  of  the  protection  and  advice  of  their 
friends,  and  forced  to  a  great  distance  from  the  means  of 
proving  and  defending  their  rights,  these  wretched  vic¬ 
tims  of  avarice  and  cruelty  languish  a  long  time  in  bond¬ 
age  before  they  ran  procure  assistance.  Many  arc  never 
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heard  of  by  those  interested  in  their  fate,  and  of  such  as 
are  fortunate  enough  to  make  known  their  situation, 
numbers  sue  in  vain  for  liberation,  in  consequence  of  the 
difficulty  of  transmitting  evidence  from  a  distance,  and 
making  other  arrangements  to  procure  their  release. 
Their  hapless  condition  is  aggravated  by  the  laws  of 
several  states;  in  which,  the  black  or  mulatto  is  always 
presumed  to  be  a  slave  until  he  shews  the  contrary.  To 
do  this,  is,  in  many  instances,  extremely  difficult  from 
the  expense  and  trouble  attending  the  transmission  of 
testimony  to  distant  places,  especially  where,  as  fre¬ 
quently  is  the  case,  the  identity  of  the  person  is  disputed. 
The  Society  have  considered  this  subject  of  great  import¬ 
ance,  and,  in  May  last,  presented  a  memorial  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  executive  of  this  commonwealth.  They  res¬ 
pectfully  recommend  to  the  Convention,  to  consider  what 
measures  may  be  advantageously  adopted  in  relation  to 
the  evil  alluded  to;  one  which,  as  it  is  connected  with 
general  rather  than  local  laws,  appears  an  appropriate 
object  of  attention  to  a  body  in  which  the  views  of  seve¬ 
ral  states  arc  represented.  This  Society  will  not  antici¬ 
pate  the  judgment  of  the  Convention  on  the  subject,  but 
they  look  upon  the  outrages  upon  personal  freedom,  in 
the  free  states,  as  resulting  from  the  continuance  of 
slavery  in  others;  and,  more  immediately,  from  the  traf¬ 
fic  in  slaves  from  one  state  to  another;  a  traffic  which 
aggravates  the  sufferings  of  the  slave,  endangers  the 
liberty  of  the  free,  for  which  necessity  affords  no  excuse ; 
and  which  is  as  demoralizing  in  its  effects  as  the  slave 
trade  on  the  ocean,  and  scarcely  less  disgraceful  in  its 
character.  With  what  consistency  then,  we  may  res¬ 
pectfully  enquire  of  the  states  who  tolerate  it,  is  one 
permitted  with  impunity  while  the  other  is  punished  as 
'piracy. 
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The  Society  doubt  not,  that  the  Convention  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  exert  every  endeavour  to  effect  the  abolition  of 
Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  Congress  of 
the  United  States  having  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  that 
district,  the  continuanc  e  of  Slavery  in  it  is  a  reproach  to 
the  whole  republic.  The  American  people  have  the 
power,  and  surely  they  cannot  want  the  will  to  wipe  off 
the  stain  upon  their  reputation,  of  suffering  Slavery  to 
remain  in  the  capital  of  a  country  justly  boasting  of  its 
liberty.  The  time  has,  we  think,  arrived,  or  is  rapidly 
approaching,  when  this  desirable  object  can  be  effected. 
If  deceived  in  this  expectation,  at  least  let  us  have  the 
consolation  to  reflect  that  exertions  on  our  part  have  not 
been  withheld. 

The  late  acquisition  of  territory  on  our  southern  fron¬ 
tier,  opens  an  extensive  and  interesting  field  of  exertion 
to  the  American  people.  Wc  hope  that  it  may  prove  one 
in  which  humanity  may  be  usefully  employed.  To  arrest 
the  increase  of  negro  slavery  in  that  favoured  region :  and 
secure  its  final  abolition  there,  arc  objects  worthy  of  our 
prompt  and  vigorous  cffoi-ts.  They  will  doubtless  engage 
the  attention  of  the  enlightened  body  we  arc  addressing, 
and  w  hatever  measures  it  may  recommend,  or  adopt  in 
relation  to  these  objects,  shall  be  seconded  by  our  zealous 
endeavours. 

On  looking  bark  on  what  has  already  been  effected,  in 
favour  of  emancipation,  every  inducement  is  found  for 
continued  activity ;  and  these  inducements  become  stronger 
when  w  e  direct  our  views  to  futurity.  The  cause  in  which 
we  arc  enlisted  is  one  of  the  most  noble  that  man  can  en¬ 
gage  in.  It  is  recommended  by  justice,  humanity  and 
patriotism  ;  has  the  sanction  of  reason  and  religion ;  will 
command  the  approbation  of  mankind,  and  receive  the 
blessing  of  Almigutf  God.  Under  his  divine  provi* 
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dencc  it  cannot  fail  to  be  successful.  Much  has  been  done 
by  our  predecessors.  To  complete  the  undertaking  they 
have  so  worthily  commenced,  a  steady,  calm  and  inflexi¬ 
ble  perseverance  should  be  exerted  on  our  part  j  and  should 
we  not  live  to  witness  its  completion,  we  will  leave  the 
unfinished  task  as  a  blessed  pud  honourable  legacy  to  pos¬ 
terity. 

We  have  delegated  William  Rawlc,  Esq.  Abraham 
Lower,  Doctor  Edwin  A.  Atlcc,  James  W.  Murray,  Tho¬ 
mas  Shipley,  David  Paul  Brown,  Abraham  L.  Pcnnock, 
Doctor  J.  Parrish,  Benjamin  C.  Parvin,  and  Thomas 
Earle,  to  represent  this  Society  in  the  Convention ;  and 
unite  on  our  behalf  in  the  measures  which  may  be  sug¬ 
gested  from  other  quarters  of  the  Union  for  the  further¬ 
ance  of  the  groat  objects  of  our  institution. 

J.  PRESTON,  Vice-President. 

Attest, 

Benjamin  Williams,  Secretary. 


OFFICERS  OF  TIIE  SOCIETY  ELECTED  28TU  DEC.  1820. 


President, 

l'lcc-Presidents, 

Treasurer, 

Secretaries, 


William  Rawle,  Esq. 
Joseph  M.  Paul, 
Jonas  Preston,  M.  D. 
Thomas  Shipley. 
Benjamin  Williams, 
Blakey  Sharplcss. 


Counsellors, 

Philadelphia — Richard  Peters,  jun.  John  Sergeant,  Ri¬ 
chard  C.  Wood,  John  Keating,  jun.  William  Rawle,  jun. 
David  Paul  Brown.  Bucks  Comity— Matthias  Morris. 
Montgomery — John  Henderson.  Lancaster — James  Hop¬ 
kins.  Delaware — Samuel  Edwards. 
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Board  of  Education* 

Blakey  Sharpless,  Edward  Needles,  Ph'lip  Price,  juju 
Townsend  Sharplcss,  Benjamin  Albertson,  Benjamin  M. 
lloliinshead,  Jolin  Field,  jun.  >\  illiam  P.  Paxson,  Solo¬ 
mon  Temple,  Thomas  Ewen,  jun.  Joseph  S.  Kite,  Caleb 
Carmalt,  Joseph  M.  Truman. 

Electing  Committee. 

Alexander  Shaw,  Jacob  T.  Bunting,  Joseph  M.  Tru- 
man,  Robert  Murphy,  James  Cox,  Daniel  Smith,  (G), 
Ilcnry  Troth,  Jolm  II.  Willits,  Peter  Wright,  Isaac 
Barton,  William  Bryant,  Benjamin  C.  Panin. 


To  the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  .Abolition 
of  Slavery,  $c. 

The  Delaware  Society,  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery,  arc  fully  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  period,  in  relation  to  the  cause  in  which  they  are 
engaged.  The  advocates  for  the  Slavery  of  the  African 
race  have  combined  their  influence,  and  united  their  en¬ 
deavours  to  extend  and  perpetuate  this  scourge  of  our 
country,  over  the  regions  of  the  South  and  the  West; 
wliilst  the  friends  of  humanity  and  the  defenders  of  the 
unalienable  rights  of  men,  have  exhibited  less  unanimity 
and  concord  than  their  opponents;  and  thus  the  barriers, 
to  the  further  extension  of  this  evil,  which  justice  and 
the  sacred  dictates  of  Christianity  required  to  be  main¬ 
tained,  have  been  broken  down ;  and  the  moral  pestilence 
of  Slavery  has  been  spread  over  the  virgin  soil  of  the 
West,  under  the  sanction  of  the  representatives  of  a  peo¬ 
ple,  styling  themselves,  “  the  most  free  and  enlightened 
nation  on  ca^tk.,,  In  some  of  the  free  states,  too,  form- 
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iiig  this  republican  confederation,  laws  have  been  enact¬ 
ed,  to  prevent  the  ingress  of  free  people  of  colour  from 
other  states,*  subjecting  such  of  them,  as  shall  presume  to 
exercise  one  of  the  unalienable  rights  of  a  freeman,  by 
pursuing  the  means  of  promoting  his  own  happiness,  to 
penalties,  disabilities  and  vexations,  equally  repugnant 
to  the  feelings  of  humanity,  the  dictates  of  justice,  the 
obligations  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  the  genius  of 
our  republican  institutions:  with  these  alarming  facts 
before  us,  it  is  not  a  lime  for  philanthropists  to  relax  in 
their  efforts  for  the  purpose  of  enlightening  the  public 
mind  on  this  important  subject;  and  for  promoting,  by 
all  wise  and  judicious  means  in  tlicir  power,  the  melio¬ 
ration  of  the  condition  of  the  injured  descendants  of 
Africa  in  our  land.  Whilst  we  arc  boasting  of  the  free¬ 
dom  and  happiness  we  enjoy  in  this  favoured  country, 
shall  we,  silently  and  quietly,  permit  the  poor  African, 
who  is  legally  free,  to  he  hunted  down,  from  place  to 
place;  from  one  state  and  district  to  another;  for  no 
other  crime  than  the  colour  of  his  skin  ?  Shall  he  find  no 
resting-place  for  the  sole  of  his  foot,  on  this  soil  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty  ? — forbid  it  justice — forbid  it  hu¬ 
manity. 

The  Delaware  Society,  since  they  last  addressed  the 
Convention,  have  been  instrumental,  through  their  acting 
committee,  in  releasing  several  people  of  colour,  who 
were  illegally  detained  in  bondage. 

The  school  foiv  coloured  children,  in  Wilmington,  un¬ 
der  the  care  of  ail  association,  composed  principally  of 
the  members  of  this  Society,  lias  been  kept  up,  and  tlio 
progress  of  the  pupils  is  encouraging  and  satisfactory  to 
the.  managers.  There  is  also  a  large  school  for  coloured 
girls,  gratuitously  taught  by  a  society  of  young  women, 
in  w'liich  the  scholars  arc  instructed  in  reading,  writing. 
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and  sewing;  and  which  is  well  calculated  to  be  of  great 
advantage  to  those  children,  many  of  whom,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  that  society,  have  been  provided  with 
suitable  places. 

THE  0FFICER9  OF  THE  SOCIETY  TOR  THE  TRESE5T  YEAR 
ARE*. 

President ,  John  Reynolds. 

Vice-President,  Eli  Hilles. 

Secretary ,  Samuel  Hilles. 

Treasurer,  William  Seal. 

Acting  Committee, 

Joseph  Bringhurst,  Doctor  Gideon  Jacques,  Henry  L 
Pepper,  Michael  Megear,  and  Isaac  Jackson. 

We  have  appointed  John  Reynolds,  Evan  Lewis,  John 
Wales,  William  Seal,  and  Isaac  Jackson,  our  Delegates 
to  the  Convention. 

Approved  at  a  meeting  of  the  Delaware  Society  for 
promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  &c.  held  at  W  il- 
mington,  10th  Mo.  1,  182!. 

JOHN  REYNOLDS,  President. 

Attest, 

Samuel  IIllles,  Secretary. 

On  motion,  Itesolvcd,  That  William  Rawle,  Esq.  Evan 
Lewis,  Goold  Brown,  John  Wales,  and  Abraham  L, 
Pcnnock,  be  appointed  a  committee  of  Arrangement,  to 
consider  the  foregoing  communications,  and  propose  to 
the  Convention  such  business  as  they  may  deem  proper 
to  engage  its  attention. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Treasurer’s 
accounts,  made  the  following  Report,  which  was  adopt¬ 
ed: — 

To  the  Convention . 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  account  of 
Jonas  Preston,  Treasurer,  respectfully  Report — 

That  they  have  performed  that  duty,  and,  on  compar¬ 
ing  his  account  with  the  vouchers,  find  there  is  a  balance 
in  his  hands  due  the  Convention,  as  per  annexed  state¬ 
ment,  of  forty-seven  dollars,  eighty-five  cents;  and  there 
remains  unpaid,  two  orders  on  the  Treasurer  of  the.  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Society,  for  sixty  dollars  each,  as  reported  at 
the  last  session  of  the  Convention. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  L.  PE  NX  OCR, 

J.  WALES. 

Philadelphia,  Oct  Sd.  1821. 


American  Convention  in  account  with  J .  Treston,  Treasurer : 


DR. 


1820. 

To  cash  paid  for  Joseph  Lea’s  balance. 

559  43 

7tb.  mo.  15th. 

Ditto 

B.  8t  T.  Kite, 

22  31 

—  20th. 

Ditto 

Hall  &  Atkinson, 

49  50 

—  — 

Ditto 

John  Carpenter, 

9  75 

182L  7tb.  mo.  9th. 

Ditto 

Thomas  Shipley, 

7  6 

9th.  mo.  6th. 

Ditto 

lticbard  Peters,  jun. 

8  90 

_  — • 

Ditto 

Ditto  Ditto 

141  20 

Balance  in  Treasury, 

47  85 

S296  00 
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CR. 


1820.  7tb.  mo.  17th.  By  Cash  received  from  the  New-York 

Manumission  Society,  glOQ  00 

Two  Dividends  on  eight  Shares  Phila¬ 
delphia  Bank  Stock,  gl2  each,  24  00 

1821.  2d.  mo.  26th.  Delaware  Abolition  Society’s  quota,  25  00 

5th.  mo.  8th.  Columbia  Abolition  Society’s  quota,  15  00 

7th.  mo.  2d.  Pennsylvania  Abolition  Society’6  quota,  100  00 
10th.  mo.  3d.  Two  dividends  on  eight  Shares  Phila¬ 
delphia  Bank  Stock,  gl2and  £20,  32  00 


g296  00 


E.  E.  Philadelphia,  10th.  Mo.  3d.  1821. 

JONAS  PRESTON,  Treasurer. 
Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  at  ten  o’clock. 


Philadelphia,  October  4th.  1821. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — the 
President  in  the  chair. 

Delegates  present : 

JS'ew-Vork — Goold  Brown. 

Pennsylvania — William  Rawle,  Esq.  Doctor  Edwin 
A.  Atlec,  Abraham  Lower,  Thomas  Shipley,  Thomas 
Earle,  Benjamin  C.  Panin,  James  W.  Murray,  David 
Paul  Brown,  Abraham  L.  Pennock. 

Delaware — Evan  Lewis,  John  Reynolds,  William 
Seal,  John  Wales. 

The  committee  of  Arrangement  made  the  following 

Report: 

The  committee  of  Arrangement,  having  considered  the 
communications  from  the  respective  societies  of  New- 
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York,  Pennsylvania,  ami  Delaware,  have  selected  those 
subjects  on  which  it  may  be  the  duty  of  the  Convention, 
at  least,  to  deliberate,  and,  perhaps,  eventually  to  act. 

Among  the  first  of  these,  is,  the  oppression  exercised  on 
the  free  blacks  in  those  states  that  arc  deeply  immersed 
in  the  turpitude  of  slave-holding,  which  has  lately  been 
copied  by  the  municipal  authority  of  the  district  of  Co¬ 
lumbia.  It  does  not  fall  within  the  province  of  this 
committee  to  enter  at  large  into  this  disgusting  subject. 
It  is  sufficient  to  recommend,  that  it  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three  members,  to  consider  and  report  “  on 
the  incans  of  securing  to  free  persons  of  colour,  through¬ 
out  the  union,  the  enjoyment  of  their  natural  and  social 
rights,  by  procuring  judicial  decisions  thereon,  or  en¬ 
deavouring  to  obtain  a  repeal  or  a  modification  of  the 
laws  hostile  thereto.” 

2d.  The  odious  practice  of  kidnapping,  although  it 
appeal's,  by  the  address  of  the  New- York  Society,  to  liavo 
considerably  abated  in  that  state,  and  although  some 
good  legislative  provisions  have  been  made  in  the  stattf 
of  Pennsylvania,  is  still  too  prevalent;  and  when  the 
unhappy  subject  of  this  iniquitous  depredation  is  once 
conveyed  to  a  distant  state,  his  recovery,  by  judicial 
means,  is  found  to  be  almost  impracticable.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  resolution  on  this  subject  is  submitted: 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  he  ap¬ 
pointed  to  consider  “  the  subject  of  kidnapping  generally, 
and  to  devise  and  recommend  such  measures  as  may  he 
most  likely  to  diminish  the  evil,  if  it  is  impossible  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  existence  of  this  national  crime.” 

The  acquisition  of  Florida  threatens  a  continuance  and 
increase  of  the  illicit  commerce  in  slaves;  hut  thci*c  is 
also  an  internal  commerce  which  ought  to  he  checked. 
It  is  recommended  that  it  ho  referred  to  a  committee  of 
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three  members,  “  to  consider  and  report  on  such  further 
measures  as  may  be  necessary  and  practicable  to  prevent 
the  continuance  and  probable  increase  of  the  Slave  trade, 
as  well  with  foreign  countries  as  between  the  different 
states  of  the  Union,  the  territories  thereof,  and  the  dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia,  or  any  of  them.” 

The  other  subjects  i*eferred  to  in  the  several  addresses 
are  matters  of  information,  on  which  it  does  not  appear 
to  be  at  present  necessary  to  raise  any  special  commit¬ 
tees. 

At  the  last  session,  a  committee,  which  bad  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  Congress  on  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  a  system  of  slavery  within  the  district  of 
Columbia,  made  a  report,  the  consideration  of  which 
was  postponed  to  the  present  session.  The  committee  of 
Arrangement  respectfully  recommend,  that  this  subject 
he  taken  into  early  consideration,  as  an  article  of  unfi¬ 
nished  and  important  business. 

W.  RAWLE,  Chairman. 

Oct.  4,  1821. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  the  report  he  adopted ;  and 
that  the  Convention  proceed  to  appoint  the  committees 
mentioned  therein. 

The  frst  subject,  recommended  to  th'c  attention  of  the 
Convention,  by  the  committee  of  Arrangement,  was,  ac¬ 
cordingly,  referred  to  the  following  committee,  viz.  Wil¬ 
liam  Rawle,  Thomas  Shipley,  and  David  P.  Brown. 

The  second  subject  was  referred  to  John  Wales,  John 
Reynolds,  and  Goold  Brown. 

The  third  subject  was  referred  to  Evan  Lewis,  Edwin 
A.  Atlee,  and  James  W.  Murray. 

James  W.  Murray,  the  secretary  resident  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  was  instructed  to  receive  from  the  former  secretary 
the  books  and  papers  of  the  Convention. 
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The  Acting  Committee  submitted  to  the  Convention 
the  following  Report: 

To  the  American  Convention  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery , 

The  Acting  Committee,  agreeably  to  the  precedent  es¬ 
tablished  at  the  two  last  sessions,  have  prepared  the 
following  Report  of  their  transactions  during  the  recess 
of  the  Convention. 

Being  fully  sensible  that  their  exertions  have  not  been 
commensurate  with  the  important  and  trying  scenes,  in 
relation  to  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  which  have  passed 
during  their  appointment,  they  rely  with  confidence  on 
the  candour  and  forbearance  of  the  Convention,  that  their 
poor  performance  w  ill  not  lie  too  rigorously  judged. 

The  crisis  has  been  an  awful  one,  and  the  minds  of 
the  citizens  of  these  states  have  seldom  been  so  much 
excited  on  any  subject,  as  on  that  of  the  restriction  of 
Slavery  from  new  states.  Although  the  committee  were 
instructed  to  memorialize  each  of  the  states  permitting 
Slavery,  they  believed  it  consistent  with  a  sound  discre¬ 
tion  to  delay  it  during  the  continuance  of  the  discussion 
of  the  Missouri  question. 

Early  in  the  12th.  Month  last,  the  committee  had  pre¬ 
pared  the  speeches  of  Taylor  and  Talmadgc,  in  the  house 
of  Representatives,  that  of  Rufus  King,  in  the  Senate, 
and  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Delaware  Society, 
respecting  the  constitutionality  of  Congress  prohibiting 
Slavery  in  the  new  states,  with  a  letter  from  the  venera¬ 
ble  John  Jay,  on  the  same  subject;  of  which,  they  had 
one  thousand  copies  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  and  dis¬ 
tributed.  They  had  also  700  copies  of  the  minutes  of 
Ihe  last  session  printed,  and  distributed  to  the  several 
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societies.  Copies  of  these  papers  will  be  laid  before 
the  Convention.  Feeling  the  importance  of  the  session 
of  Congress,  in  1820,  the  committee  prepared  a  memo¬ 
rial,  setting  forth  the  necessity  of  an  alteration  in  the 
proposed  constitution  of  Missouri,  to  prevent  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  Slaves,  and  to  guard  the  rights  of  the  free 
people  of  colour.  The  memorial  was  forwarded  to  John 
Sergeant,  Esq.  delegate  in  Congress  from  Pennsylvania, 
but  our  president  having  requested  him  to  withhold  it,  if  in 
his  judgment  it  would  be  best,  it  was  not  presented.  The 
Pennsylvania  Legislature,  being  in  session,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  make  an  application  to  the  members 
from  Philadelphia,  to  use  their  influence  to  obtain  in¬ 
structions  to  the  senators  of  that  state  to  oppose  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  Missouri  unless  her  constitution  was  amend¬ 
ed. 

The  committee  have  received  from  Ilcnry  Darnall,  pre¬ 
sident  of  the  Kentucky  Society,  an  interesting  letter, 
which  accompanies  this  report.  They  have  received  from 
that  Society  answers  to  the  queries  proposed  by  a  former 
Convention  which  arc  recorded  on  the  minutes. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  committee. 

EDWIN  A.  ATLEE,  Chairman. 

Attest, 

T.  Shipley,  Secretary. 

The  minutes  of  the  acting  committee  were  also  read,  and 
their  proceedings  being  satisfactory  to  the  Convention, 
were  approved. 

On  motion,  Itcsolvcd,  that  the  several  committees  now 
appointed,  upon  the.  subjects  proposed  by  the  .committee 
of  arrangement,  form  a  joint  committee,  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  publishing,  and,  if  they  deem  the  same  pro¬ 
per,  to  prepare,  an  address  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
n 
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States  on  the  several  important  subjects  under  considera¬ 
tion  in  the  Convention. 

The  resolutions,  offered  yesterday,  relative  to  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  committee  to  collect  and  digest  the  laws 
relating  to  negro  slavery,  were  considered  and  adopted 
by  the  Convention:  and  the  following  members  were  ap] 
pointed  that  committee— William  Rawlc,  David  Paul 
Brown,  James  W.  Murray,  John  Wales  and  Thomas 
Shipley. 

The  following  resolution,  being  moved  and  seconded, 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  will  consider  in  commit 
tec  of  the  whole,  the  expediency  and  practicability  of  de¬ 
vising  a  plan  for  the  general  emancipation  of  negro  slaves 
in  the  union  and  its  territories. 

The  appointment  of  a  treasurer  was,  on  motion,  defer¬ 
red  until  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  half  past  three  o’clock,  this  after¬ 
noon. 


Half  past  three  o*clock,  P .  .If. 

The  Convention  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment — the 
Vice-President  in  the  chair. 

Delegates  present: 

DTew-Torh — Goold  Brown. 

Pennsylvania — Doctor  Edwin  A.  Atlec,  Thomas  Ship- 
ley,  Abraham  Lower,  James  W.  Murray,  Thomas  Earle, 
and  Benjamin  C.  Panin. 

Delaware — John  Reynolds,  John  Wales,  Evan  Levis, 
and  William  Seal. 

The  following  resolution  was  moved  and  seconded : 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  members  be  ap¬ 

pointed,  to  correspond  with  Intelligent  individuals  in  Ilay- 
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ii,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  nature  of  the  con¬ 
stitution  ami  laws  of  that  country,  the  probability  of  their 
permanence,  and  the  prospect,  with  regard  to  advanta¬ 
geous  situations,  for  colouml  emigrants;  and  that  the 
said  committee  be  desired  to  report,  to  the  next  session  of 
tins  Convention,  their  sentiments  respecting  the  propriety 
of  encouraging  the  voluntary  emigration  of  people  of  co¬ 
lour,  to  that  or  any  other  place;  and  also  to  communicate 
any  other  information,  that  may  be  deemed  useful,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  condition  of  the  African  race  in  other  coun¬ 
tries  than  the  United  States. 

The  Convention,  on  motion,  resolved  itself  into  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  ou  the  subject  of  the  foregoing  reso¬ 
lution. 

After  sitting  some  time,  the  committee  rose,  and  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  resolution  should  lie  on  the  table  for  con¬ 
sideration,  which  was  concurred  in. 

Adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  Clarkson  Hull ,  at  half  past 
seven  o'clock  this  evening. 


In  the  evening,  the  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjourn¬ 
ment — the  Vice-President  in  the  Chair. 

Delegates  present  as  in  the  afternoon.. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  resolved  itself  into  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution  offer¬ 
ed  in  the  afternoon;  William  Seal  in  the  chair. 

After  considering  the  subject  the  committee  rose,  and 
reported  that  the  resolution  had  been  rejected:  which  re¬ 
port  was  agreed  to. 

The  Convention  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  on 
the  resolution  relative  to  a  general  plan  of  emancipation. 

After  some  time  spent  in  discussion,  the  committee  rose. 
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reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again;  which 
Was  granted. 

An  extract  was  read,  from  the  minutes  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Abolition  Society,  stating  the  appropriation  of  forty 
dollars  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  this  Conven¬ 
tion. 

A  certificate  was  also  read  of  the  appointment,  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Abolition  Society,  of  Doctor  Jonas  Preston, 
as  a  delegate  to  this  Convention  in  the  place  of  Doctor 
Joseph  Parrish,  resigned. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  the  Select  Council  Chamber  to¬ 
morrow,  at  1 1  o’clock,  A»  M. 


October  5th.  1821. 

Tho  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment— the 
president  in  the  chair. 

Delegates  presents 

JVtoc- Vork — Goold  Brown. 

Pennsylvania — William  Rawlc,  Esq.  Doctor  Edwin 
A.  Atlee,  Abraham  Lower,  Thomas  Shipley,  Thomas 
Earle,  James  W.  Murray,  and  Benjamin  C.  Parvin. 

Delaware— Evan  Lewis,  John  Reynolds,  John  Wales, 
and  William  Seal. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  consider  tho  first  subject, 
recommended  for  consideration  by  the  committee  of  ar¬ 
rangement,  made  the  following  Report— which  was 
adopted. 

The  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  and 
report  on  the  means  of  securing  to  free  persons  of  colour, 
throughout  the  union,  the  enjoyment  of  their  natural  and 
social  rights,  by  procuringjudicial  decisions  thereon,  or 
endeavouring  to  obtain  a  repeal  or  modification  of  the  laws 
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hostile  thereto,  being  of  opinion,  that,  for  the  purpose  ft! 
doing  justice  to  the  subject,  ns  much  'information  as 'pos¬ 
sible. should  be  collected  in  respect  to  the  obnoxious  law* 
and  regulations  now  in  force  relative  to  free  persons  of 
colour,  respectfully  report  and  submit  the  following  reso¬ 
lutions  : 

«  Resolved ,  Tli at  the  acting  committee  be,  and  they 
arc  hereby  requested,  to  obtain,  during  the  recess  of  the 
Convention,  the  fullest  information  possible  in  respect  to 
the  law  s,  ordinances  and  regulations  affecting  the  natural 
and  social  rights  of  free  persons  of  colour,  in  the  several 
states  and  territories,  and  in  the  district  of  Columbia; 
together  with  such  facts  in  relation  to  the  execution  of 
those  laws,  kc.  as  may  tend  to  evince  their  impolicy  and 
injustice, 

<<  Resolved ,  That  the  first  mentioned  committee  lend 
their  assistance  in  such  enquiries,  anil  if  by  means  thereof 
they  shall  become  possessed  of  sufficient  materials,  that 
they  do  report  to  the  next  meeting  of  this  Convention,  if 
an  adjournment  shall  take  place:  otherwise,  through  the 
acting  committee  to  the  next  Convention.” 

>V.  It.VWLE,  Chairman. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  consider  the  second  subject 
reported  by  the  committee  of  arrangement,  made  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Ukpokt — which  was  adopted. 

The  committee  to*whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  kid¬ 
napping,  respectfully  report — 

That  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  there  is  no  ob¬ 
ject  of  this  association  which  demands  more  constant  and 
vigilant  attention,  upon  which  their  efforts  can  be  exerted 
with  more  certainty  of  success,  than  the  punishment  and 
prevention  of  the  atrocious  crime  of  kidnapping.  Such 
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arc  the  facilities  to  the  perpetration  of  this  crime,  afford¬ 
ed  by  the  numerous  shallops  and  craft  of  our  rivers  and 
bays,  and  the  ease  with  which  the  unhappy  victims  are 
seduced  from  their  homes,  and  the  obstacles  to  the  detec¬ 
tion  of  offenders,  that,  these  kidnappers  arc  emboldened 
to  keep  up  a  regular  chain  of  communication  and  barter 
from  Philadelphia  to  the  Eastern  Shore  of  the  Chesa¬ 
peake,  where  they  arc  sold  for  the  supply  of  the  southern 
and  western  markets. 

In  any  efficient  measures  to  repress  this  evil,  your  com¬ 
mittee  has  no  doubt  of  the  approbation  and  cordial  sup¬ 
port  of  every  respectable  class  of  society.  Among  the 
means  to  be  adopted  upon  this  subject,  the  committee  would 
recommend  an  uniform  system  of  laws  in  the  different 
states  with  such  provisions  as  w  ould  encourage  prosecu¬ 
tions,  and  such  penalties  as  will  operate  to  prevent  the 
commission  of  the  crime.  Heavy  fines,  solitary  imprison¬ 
ment  and  disfranchisement  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  constitute  the  best  modes  of  punishment 

Some  measures  might  be  adopted  to  caution  persons  of 
colour  against  the  various  modes  that  are  practised  to 
seduce  them  from  their  homes  for  the  purpose  of  selling 
them  into  perpetual  bondage.  This  subject  would  also 
be  a  proper  topic  in  an  address  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  should  any  be  adopted  by  this  Convention. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the 


committee. 


J.  WALES,  Chairman. 


The  committee,  appointed  to  consider  the  third  subject 
proposed  for  consideration  by  the  committee  of  arrange¬ 
ment,  made  the  following  Report— -which  was  adopted. 

The  committee  on  the  third  subject  reported  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  arrangement  report— 
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That,  in  their  opinion,  there  will  not  he  sufficient  time, 
during  the  sitting  of  this  Convention,  to  enter  fully  into  a 
consideration  of  the  course  necessary  and  proper  to  pur¬ 
sue  in  relation  to  the  important  subject  submitted  to  them ; 
they  therefore  propose  that  it  be  referred  to  the  acting 
committee,  to  take  such  measures  therein  as  to  them  may 
appear  proper. 

EVAN  LEWIS,  Chairman. 

The  joint  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject 
of  an  address  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  made 
the  following  Report — which  was  adopted. 

The  committee  of  nine  members,  who  were  directed  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  an  address  from  this  Convention 
to  the  public,  and  to  report  a  form  thereof,  if  they  deemed 
such  address  expedient,  submit  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved ,  That  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  would  he  expedient  and  proper. 

Resolved ,  That  the  acting  committee  he  instructed  to 
prepare  a  suitable  address  to  the  public,  embracing 
such  interesting  and  important  topics  as  have  engaged 
the  attention  of  this  Convention,  and  to  publish  the 
same  in  behalf  of  the  Convention,  after  submitting  the 
same  to  the  president,  and  obtaining  his  approbation  and 
signature. 

W.  RAWLE,  Chairman  of  the  committee  of  nine. 

October  5 tlu  1821. 

The  Convention,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  elect  a  Trea¬ 
surer;  when  Doctor  Jonas  Preston  was  duly  elected. 

The  following  delegates  were  appointed  an  acting  com** 
mittee,  to  transact  any  business  that  may  occur  during  the 
recess  of  the  Convention. 
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.Vcw-l’ark — Theodore  Dwight,  Goold  Brown. 

Pennsylvania — Doctor  Joints  Preston,  Thomas  Shipley, 
Doctor  Edwin  A,  Atlee,  Thomas  Earle,  Abraham  Low¬ 
er,  Benjamin  C.  Panin,  James  \Y.  Murray. 

1) daycare — John  Vales,  Evan  Lewis. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  n  committee  or  three  mem¬ 
bers  be  appointed,  to  prepare  nn  address  to  the  several 
Societies  friendly  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  re¬ 
lief  and  protection  of  persons  of  colour — Evan  Lewis, 
Abraham  L.  Pennock,  and  James  W.  Murray  were  ap¬ 
pointed  that  committee. 

Resolved ,  That  the  acting  committee  be  instructed  to 
open  a  correspondence  with  humane  and  intelligent  indi¬ 
viduals  in  stales  were  slavery  is  permitted,  on  the  subject 
of  its  final  abolition  in  such  states,  and  also  to  suggest  to 
such  as  reside  in  states  where  no  abolition  society  exists, 
the  propriety  of  forming  associations  for  that  object 

Adjourned  to  half  past  three  o’clock,  P.  M. 


Ill  the  afternoon  the.  Convention  met,  pursuant  to  ad¬ 
journment — the  Vice-President  in  the  chair. 

Delegates  present  as  in  the  forenoon. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution,  'being  offered 
and  seconded,  was  on  consideration,  adopted. 

WimnEAS,  this  Convention  is  but  imperfectly  inform¬ 
ed  of  the  situation  of  coloured  people  in  other  countries; 
and  as  information  of  their  condition  may  tend  to  advance 
the  objects  for  which  it  was  instituted — therefore.  Resolv¬ 
ed,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  he  appointed,  to 
obtain  information  relative  to  the  moral  and  political  con¬ 
dition  of  the  coloured  inhabitants  of  Hayti  and  other  fo- 
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reign  countries,  to  carry  on  such  correspondence,  with 
individuals  abroad,  as  shall  appear  expedient  for  that  pur¬ 
pose. 

Evan  Lewis,  Thomas  Earle,  and  Thomas  Shipley  were, 
accordingly,  appointed  that  committee. 

The  Convention  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole,  on  the  subject  of  a  general  plan  of  emancipation. 
After  considerable  discussion,  the  committee  rose,  and  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Convention  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five;  members  be  appoint¬ 
ed  to  devise  a  plan  for  the  general  emancipation  of  slaves; 
which  shall  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  this  Con¬ 
vention  at  its  next  session. 

The  Convention  adopted  the  resolution  as  reported: 
and  Evan  Lewis,  James  W. Murray,  Thomas  Earle,  Doc¬ 
tor  Edwin  A.  Alice,  and  Doctor  Jonas  Preston  were  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  an  adjourned  session  of  this  Convention 
be  held  on  the  26th  of  November  next,  at  the  City  of  .AVtr- 
York;  and,  that  the  acting  committee  be  directed  to  give 
notice  of  such  adjournment  to  the  Societies  with  which 
they  usually  correspond,  and  others  instituted  for  similar 
objects. 

Adjourned ,  to  meet  at  Ncw-York  on  the  2'jth  of  No¬ 
vember  next. 
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ADJOURNED  SESSION. 


Common  Council  Cnxsnmt, 
New-Fork ,  November  2.6th,  1821. 

At  a  merting  of  the  American  Convention,  held  by  ad¬ 
journment,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  passed  October  5th, 
J821 — Evan  Lewis,  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

By  an  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  New-York  So 
cicty,  it  appears,  that  George  Newbold,  Peter  A.  Jay, 
Isaac  M.  Ely,  and  Itohert  C.  Cornell,  have  been  added 
to  the  number  of  delegates  previously  appointed  to  repre¬ 
sent  that  Society;  and  that  Hugh  M-Cormick  has  been, 
at  his  own  request,  released  from  the  appointment. 

Credentials  were  also  produced,  by  which  it  appears 
that  Lea  Pusey  and  William  Jackson,  have  been  appoint¬ 
ed  to  represent,  in  the  Convention,  the  Chester  County 
Society  for  preventing  Kidnapping,  and  for  improving 
the  condition  of  the  African  race  ;  and  that  Thomas  Ha* 
zard,  John  Ward,  and  Howland  Hazard,  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  represent  the  Abolition  Society  of  Providence, 
Rhode  Island. 

The  following  Delegates  were  present. 

From  Pennsylvania — Thomas  Shipley,  Benjamin  C# 
Farvin,  and  Abraham  L.  Tennock. 

From  Delaware — John  Kcwmlds,  and  Evan  Lewis. 

From  Chester  County ,  Pennsylvania — Lea  Pusey  and 
William  Jackson. 

From  Providence — Thomas  Hazard. 

From  JWnv-Fork — Joshua  Underhill,  Dr.  John  Stearns, 
Theodore  Dwight,  Peter  A.  Jay,  Robert  C.  Cornel),  Hi« 
ram  Ketclium,  aud  Goold  Brown. 
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The  following  communications  from  tlie  Societies  of 
Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  Providence,  R.  I. 
were  presented  and  read. 

To  the  “American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition 
of  Slavery,  and  improving  the  Condition  of  the  African 
race to  be  held  at  the  City  of  New- Fork  on  the  2 6th 
if  November ,  1821. 

As  Delegates  from  the  “  Chester  County  Society  for 
preventing  Kidnapping,  and  for  improving  the  condition 
of  the  African  race.*’  are  now  to  appear,  for  the  first 
time,  in  the  general  Convention,  wc  shall  briefly  inform 
that  body,  that  our  Society  is  of  recent  formation.  It 
originated  in  an  apprehension,  that  some  of  the  descen 
dants  of  the  African  race,  legally  entitled  to  the  enjoy- 
ment  of  freedom,  had  been,  at  times,  seized,  and  canned 
into  Slavery :  together  with  a  conviction  that  many  or 
most  of  those  residing  among  us,  who  arc  permitted  to 
enjoy  unmolested  this  inestimable  blessing,  arc  yet  far 
below  the  station  in  civil  society,  to  which,  as  rational 
and  accountable  beings,  they  ought  to  aspire. 

To  combine  our  exertions,  and  thereby  increase  their 
effect,  to  prevent,  as  occasions  may  present,  the  first  of 
these  evils,  and  to  contribute  our  part  towards  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  condition  of  this  degraded  race,  arc  the 
objects  contemplated  by  this  establishment. 

Our  articles  of  Association  will  accompany  this  com¬ 
munication,  and  supersede  the  necessity  of  further  expla¬ 
nation  relative  to  the  nature  of  our  Society. 

It  must  he  obvious,  that  little  could  be  reasonably  ex¬ 
pected,  towards  meliorating  the  condition  of  our  coloured 
population,  from  the  labours  of  a  feeble  band,  during  the 
period  of  a  single  year  which  lias  elapsed  since  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  this  Society.  Our  plans  for  this  purpose,  arc  not 
so  far  matured  as  to  deserve  the  notice  of  the  Convention. 
Only  ouc  case  has  occurred;  in  which  our  interference 
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was  required,  to  rescue  an  individual  from  the  yoke  of 
illegal  servitude.  This  case,  though  possibly  little  re¬ 
markable  to  those  who  are  largely  engaged  in  this  species 
of'  labour,  \vc  shall  particularly  detail. 

In  First  month  last,  a  letter  was  received  from  the  She¬ 
riff  of  Hartford  County,  Maryland,  stating,  that  there 
was  then  confined  in  Belle  Air  jail,  on  suspicion  of  his 
being  a  fugitive  slave,  a  black  man,  who  asserted  that  he 
was  free,  and  that  lie  had  been  brought  up  in  our  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  On  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  one  of  our  acting 
committee  furnished  with  the  requisite  evidences,  repair¬ 
ed  to  Belle  Air,  and  succeeded  in  convincing  the  authori¬ 
ties  there,  that  the  man  w  as  legally  entitled  to  freedom. 
This  might  have  been  expected  to  procure  his  immediate 
release.  A  difficulty,  however,  was  raised,  respecting  the 
expenses  of  his  confinement,  which  our  member  was  in¬ 
formed  must  be  paid,  or  the  man  sold  to  service. 

To  prove  the  illegality  of  this  procedure,  an  appeal  was 
made  to  the  law  of  that  state,  passed  in  181T,  which  pro¬ 
vides,  that  such  expenses  shall  be  paid  out  of  tins  funds  of 
{lie  county,  in  cases  where  no  evidence  appears  to  esta¬ 
blish  the  slavery  of  the  prisoner.  Of  this  law’  the  officers 
professed  themselves  totally  ignorant ;  and  it  was  not 
without  considerable  difficulty  they  couhl  prevailed  up¬ 
on  to  liberate  the  man,  whom  they  had  confined  on  ground¬ 
less  suspicion,  without  the  payment  of  fees. 

This  occurrence  evinces  the  possibility  of  laws,  enacted 
for  the  protection  of  these  people,  being' permitted  to  lie, 
even  in  our  land  of  boasted  liberty,  like  the  code  noir  of 
St.  Domingo,  a  dead  letter;  unless  the  friends  of  emanci¬ 
pation  be  particularly  careful  to  enforce  their  observance. 
Hence  the  propriety  of  diffusing,  as  extensively  as  practi¬ 
cable,  among  the  friends  of  African  liberty,  a  knowledge 
of  the  laws  which  relate  to  these  people. 

"We  have  appointed  Lea  Puscy  and  William  Jackson, 
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Jfnn.  to  represent  this  Society  in  the  ensuing  session  of 
the  Convention. 

The  officers  of  the  Society,  for  the  current  year,  are— 
President ,  Lea  Puscy. 

Vice  President ,  William  Jackson,  Jun. 

Secretary ,  Abram  Marshall,  Jun. 

Treasurer ,  William  Swayne. 

Acting  Committee,  Benjamin  Price, 

Abram  Marshall,  Jun. 

James  Smith, 

Francis  Wilkinson, 

John  Chandler,  Jun.  and 
Israel  Jackson. 

Signed  by  direction  of  the  Society,  convened  at  Lon- 
dongroxe,  Tenth  Month  27th,  1821. 

(Signed)  LEA  PUSEY,  President. 

Ezra  Micuener,  Secretary. 

To  the  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery, 
$c.  to  be  convened  in  New- Pork,  by  adjournment ,  on  the 
last  Nonday  in  November ,  1821. 

Providence,  State  of  Rhode  Island,! 

21st  of  November,  1821.  J 

In  compliance  with  an  invitsitinn  from  the  acting  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Convention,  communicated  by  their  chair¬ 
man,  Edwin  A.  Atlee,  the  Providence  Society  for  the 
abolition  of  the  Slave  trade,  &c.  at  a  special  meeting  on 
the  19th  instant,  appointed  and  authorized  Messrs.  Tho¬ 
mas  Hazard  and  John  Ward,  of  the  city  of  New- York, 
and  Rowland  Hazard,  Esq.  of  South  Kingston  in  this 
state,  all,  or  cither  of  them,  to  represent  this  society  in 
the  Convention  to  be  assembled  in  New-York,  on  the 
26th  instant.  The  gentlemen  selected  for  this  purpose 
were  early  and  useful  members  of  our  association. 

I  am  also  directed  by  our  Society  to  express  their  cor- 
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dial  and  zealous  co-operation  in  the  laudable  objects  of  the 
Convention. 

Signed  by  order,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Providence  Abo¬ 
lition  ociety. 

Signed,  GEO.  BENSON,  Secretary  pro  tern. 

Qn  motion,  the  Report  of  a  Committee,  appointed  by  the 
Sixteenth  Convention,  on  the  subject  “  of  establishing  set¬ 
tlements  of  free  persons  of  colour  within  lands  belonging 
to  the  United  States”  was  read. 

The  Convention  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  on  the  subject  of  the  above  Report.  Lea 
Pusey  in  the  chair. 

After  some  discussion,  the.  Committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  asked  leave  to  6it  again.  That  leave  was 
granted  by  the  Convention. 

On  motion,  resolved,  that  when  this  Convention  shall 
adjourn,  it  adjourn  till  to-morrow  morning  at  ten  o’clock. 

Adjourned. 


JS'nvnnber  2 7th. 

The  Convention  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Delegates  present: 

From  Pennsylvania — Thomas  Shipley,  Benjamin  C. 
Farvin,  Abraham  L.  Pcnnock  and  Thomas  Earle. 

From  Delaicarc — John  Reynolds,  and  Evan  Lewis. 

From  Chester  County — Lea  Pusey  and  A\illiam  Jack- 
son,  Jun. 

From  Providence — Thomas  Hazard. 

From  .Wu'- Pork — Joshua  Underhill.  Dr.  John  Stearns, 
Peter  A.  Jay,  Robert  C.  Cornell,  Hiram  Ketclmm,  James 
Palmer  and  Goold  Brown. 

The  subject  of  addressing  a  Memorial  to  Congress  on 
the  continuance  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
recommended  to  the  notice  «f  the  Convention  by  their 
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committee  of  arrangement,  was  called*  up.  After  som* 
consideration,  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  attention  of 
a  committee,  to  report,  by  memorial,  or  otherwise.  Hiram 
Ketchum,  Abraham  L.  Pennock,  and  William  Jackson, 
Jun.  were  named  as  that  committee. 

Theodore  Dwight  was  added  to  the  committee  of  1111*60, 
appointed  at  the  previous  session  of  the  Convention,  to 
prepare  an  Address  to  the  several  Societies  friendly  to 
the  abolition  of  Slavery,  and  the  relief  and  protection  of 
persons  of  colour. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  a  plan  for  the  general 
emancipation  of  slaves,  produced  a  Report,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
Convention. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,-  on  the  subject  of  the  colonization 
of  free  persons  of  colour. 

After  a  free  expression  of  sentiment,  the  committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved ,  That  the  subject  of  the  colonization  of  the 
free  people  of  colour,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five 
persons,  to  make  a  report  thereon  to  this  Convention. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  following  members 
appointed  accordingly:  Evan  Lewis,  Peter  A.  Jay,  Hi¬ 
ram  Ketchum,  John  Reynolds,  and  William  Jackson,  Jun. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  when  this  Convention  shall 
adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  at  six  o’clock  tliis  evening. 

Adjourned. 


In  the  evening  the  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjourn¬ 
ment. 

Delegates  present : 

From  Pennsylvaniar- -Thomas  Shipley,  Abraham  L. 
Pennock,  Benjamin  C.  Panin,  and  Thomas  Earle. 
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From  Delaware — John  Reynolds  and  Evan  Lewis. 

From  Chester  County — Lea  Pusey  and  William  Jack* 
son,  Juki. 

From  Providence — Thomas  Hazard. 

From  Wav-Fork — Joshua  Underhill,  Dr.  John  Stearns, 
Theodore  Dwight,  James  Palmer,  Hiram  Ketchum,  and 
Goold  Brown. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of 
addressing  a  Memorial  to  Congress,  on  the  continuance 
of  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  made  the  follow¬ 
ing  Report  : 

“  The  committee  to  w  hom  was  referred  the  subject  of 
drafting  a  Memorial  to  Congress,  relative  to  Slavery  in 
the  Dictrict  of  Columbia,  beg  leave  to  report — that  they 
have  ascertained  that  a  draft  of  a  Memorial,  on  the  same 
subject,  adopted  by  a  former  Convention,  was  never  pre¬ 
sented  to  Congress;  the  committee  therefore  respectfully 
submit  to  the  Convention  the  draft  of  a  Memorial,  which 
has  been  thus  approved. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honourable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 

the  United  States  of  A  meric  a ,  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  Memorial  of  the  American  Convention  for  promot¬ 
ing  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  improving  the  condition 
of  the  African  Race, 

Respectfully  sheweth. 

That,  in  the  pursuit  of  the  object  of  their  association, 
your  memorialists  feel  it  their  duty,  to  call  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  territory  over  which  Congress  holds  exclusive 
legislation.  The  patriot,  the  philosopher,  and  the  states¬ 
man,  look  to  this  spot,  where  the  legislative  authority  of 
the  Republic  lias  an  uncontrolled  operation,  for  that  per¬ 
fect  system  cf  laws,  which  shall  at  once  dcvelope  the 
wisdom  of  the  government,  and  display  the  justice  and 
benevolence  of  its  policy. 
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Is  it  not  an  incongruous  exhibition  to  ourselves,  as  veil 
as  to  foreigners  who  may  visit  the  seat  of  the  government 
of  the  nation,  whose  distinguishing  cluiracteristic  is  its 
devotion  to  freedom,  whose  constitution  proclaims  that 
all  men  are  horn  equally  free,  to  behold,  on  the  one  hand, 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  asserting,  with  impas¬ 
sioned  eloquence,  the  unalienable  rights  pi  man;  and,  on 
the  other,  to  see  our  fellow  men,  children  of  the  same  Vi- 
mighty  Father,  heirs  like  ourselves  of  immortality,  doom¬ 
ed,  for  a  difference  of  complexion,  themselves  and  their 
posterity,  to  hopeless  bondage? 

Deeply  impressed  with  this  sentiment,  your  memo¬ 
rialists  do  earnestly,  but  respectfully,  request  your  ho¬ 
nourable  body,  to  take  into  your  serious  consideration, 
the  situation  of  Slavery  in  the  District  ol  Columbia;  to 
devise  a  plan  for  its  gradual,  but  certain  abolition,  within 
the  limits  of  your  exclusive  legislation;  and  to  provide 
that  all  children  horn  of  slaves,  after  a  determinate  period, 
shall  be  free. 

Signed  on  behalf,  and  by  order  of  the  American  Conven¬ 
tion,  assembled  at  -Yav-Vork,  JYovember  28//i,  1821.” 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted;  and  the 
Memorial  proposed,  was  adopted,  and  ordered  to  he  sign¬ 
ed  by  the  President,  and  referred  to  the  Acting  Com¬ 
mittee,  to  be  disposed  of,  in  the  usual  way. 

The  Acting  Committee  made  a  partial  Report,  and 
offered  a  draft  of  the  Memorial  to  Congress,  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  preventing  the  extension  of  Slavery  in  the  newly 
organized  Territory  of  the.  Floridas.  The  proposed  .Me¬ 
morial  was  read,  and  particularly  considered  by  the  Con¬ 
vention,  and,  after  considerable  discussion  thereon,  the 
question  relative  to  its  adoption  was  deferred  till  to-mor¬ 
row  evening. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That,  wh»u  tills  Convention  shall 
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adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  at  eleven  o’clock  to-morrow 
morning. 

Adjourned. 


November  28/A. 

At  eleven  o’clock  A.  M.  the  Convention  met. 

Delegates  present : 

From  Pennsylvania — Thomas  Shipley,  Abraham  L. 
Pcnnock,  Benjamin  C.  Parvin,  and  Thomas  Earle. 

From  Delaware — John  Reynolds  and  Evan  Lewis. 

From  Chester  County— Lea  Puscy  and  William  Jackson, 
Jim. 

From  Providence — Thomas  Hazard. 

From  Ncw-Vork — Joshua  Underhill,  Dr.  John  Steams, 
Peter  A.  Jay,  Hiram  Kctchum,  Israel  M.  Ely,  and  GoolA 
Brown. 

Dr.  John  Stearns  was  added  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  draft  an  address  to  the  several  Societies  favourable  to 
the  abolition  of  slavery. 

The  following  REronT  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  subject  of  colonization  was  read  and 
adopted. 

KErORT. 

'flic  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  co¬ 
lonization,  report: 

That,  on  taking  a  view  of  the  subject  generally,  and 
considering  the  result  thus  far  of  the  plan  of  colonization 
in  Africa,  as  presented  to  us  by  the  “  American  Coloniza¬ 
tion  Society,”  they  find  additional  evidence,  to  confirm  the 
opinion  expressed  br  this  Convention,  in  their  session  of 
1817.  It  is  therefore  thought  unnecessary  to  enter  anew 
into  the  discussion  of  this  question. 

Tbo  suggestion  of  a  plan  for  settmg  apart  a  portion  qt 
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ihc  western  lands  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  Colony  of  free  blacks,  seems,  at  first  view, 
to  be  liable  to  fewer  objections,  and  to  be  surrounded  with 
fewer  difficulties,  than  the  African  plan.  But  when  we  en¬ 
ter  into  the  details  of  this  scheme,  when  we  \  icw  it  in  re¬ 
lation  to  its  probable  effects,  in  amoral  and  political  point 
of  light,  both  on  the  colonists  and  on  the  white  population 
of  the  United  States,  difficulties,  deemed  insurmountable, 
present  themselves. 

First,  in  relation  to  the  emigrants. — To  place  the  free 
blacks  of  our  country,  unacquainted  as  they  generally  arc 
with  the  art  of  scIf-go\  eminent,  and  destitute  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  an  education  even  the  most  limited,  in  a  re¬ 
mote  situation  on  our  western  borders,  surrounded  as  they 
must  be  by  Indian  nations,  and  unprovided  with  the  com¬ 
forts  of  civilization,  would  not  be,  to  improve  their  condi¬ 
tion.  By  what  laws  would  they  be  governed?  by  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  or  by  regulations  of  their  own  ?  If,  by  the 
former,  would  they  he  admitted  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  Stales  ?  The  constitution  of  the 
United  States  does  not  clothe  Congress  with  the  power  of 
governing  them  as  a  separate  colony,  forming  no  part  of 
the  American  confederation.  If  a  cession  of  territory 
should  be  made  to  the  colonists,  and  they  acknowledged 
as  an  independent  nation,  it  is  feared  that  they  ait;  not  in 
a  situation  fitted  for  self-government,  or  for  preserving 
amongst  them  the  arts  and  comforts  of  civilized  life. 

But,  in  relation  to  the  whites  on  their  borders;  would 
not  a  constant  jealousy  between  them,  producing  acts  of 
aggression  and  injustice,  be  productive  of  hostility,  and 
even  war  and  bloodshed.  Again:  If  slavery  in  the  United 
States  is  permitted  still  to  exist,  would  not  the  proposed 
colony  become  an  asylum  for  runaway  slaves ;  and  thus, 
as  well  a3  from  other  causes  of  hostility  and  irritation,  be¬ 
come  the  means  of  promoting  a  servile  war? 


Abolition  Societies/ 784 


45 


Ilicsc  arc  some  of  the  objections  that  present  them¬ 
selves,  to  any  plan  of  colonization  on  our  western  frontiers. 
It  is  therefore  deemed  most  adviseable,  to  direct  our  at¬ 
tention  to  such  means  of  mitigating  the  rigours  of  slavery, 
and  of  promoting,  as  much  as  possible,  its  final  extinction 
in  our  land,  as  arc  feasible,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  of  justice,  humanity,  religion,  and  sound  policy. 

With  respect  to  voluntary  emigration  to  the  Island  of 
Hayti,  the  committee  arc  of  opinion,  that  further  infor¬ 
mation  would  be  necessary  in  forming  a  decided  opinion, 
on  the  policy  or  expediency  of  encouraging  such  of  the 
free  coloured  people  as  may  be  so  disposed,  to  emigrate  to 
that  Island. 

(Signed) 

EVAN  LEWIS,  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 

The  printed  Report  of  a  plan  for  the  general  emanci¬ 
pation  of  slaves',  was  now'  laid  before  the  Convention. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  resolved  itself  into  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  whole  on  the  said  report.  After  some  time 
spent  in  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  the  committee 
rose  and  returned  the  Report,  with  amendments. 

The  Report,  w  ith  the  amendments,  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

On  motion,  Jtesolved ,  That  when  the  Convention  shall 
adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  at  six  o’clock  this  evening. 

Adjourned. 


In  the  evening  the  Convention  again  met. 

Delegates  present: 

From  Pennsylvania — Thomas  Shipley,  Abraham  la. 
Pcnnock,  Thomas  Earle,  and  Benjamin  C.  Parvin. 

From  Delaware — John  Reynolds  and  Evan  Lewis. 
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From  Chester  County — Lea  Pusey  and  "William  Jack* 
son,  Jun. 

From  Trovidence — Thomas  Hazard. 

From  JCew-York — Joshua  Undcrhill,Theoflore  Dwight, 
Peter  A.  Jay,  George  Ncwbold,  Robert  C.  Cornell,  Dr. 
John  Stearns,  Isaac  M.  Ely,  Hiram  Ketcliuro,  and  Goold 
Brown. 

The  consideration  of  the  adoption  of  the  Memorial  to 
Congress,  on  the  subject  of  preventing  the  further  exten¬ 
sion  of  slavery  in  the  territory  of  the  Floridas,  which 
was  yesterday  made  the  order  of  the  present  sitting, 
was  resumed ;  and  the  Memorial  adopted  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  form : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled , 

The  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition 
of  Slavery,  and  improving  the  condition  of  the  African 
race,  being  deeply  impressed  with  the  magnitude  of  the 
evil  of  involuntary  servitude,  beg  leave  to  call  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  Congress,  to  the  devising  of  such  means  as  may 
be  practicable  for  preventing  its  extension. 

'When  wc  reflect  on  the  praiseworthy  regal'd  shown  to 
the  rights  of  man,  by  the  Republics  of  South  America,  in 
their  public  acts  respecting  Slavery,  we  cherish  a  hope 
that  the  United  States  will  emulate  their  example,  so  far 
as  the  constitution  will  allow;  and  thus  assist  in  hasten¬ 
ing  the  period,  when  our  country  w ill  no  longer  afford 
the  advocates  of  despotism  arguments  in  its  defence, 
drawn  from  the  inconsistency  of  Republicans when  it 
will  no  longer  furnish  an  exemplification  of  the  truth,  that 
those  who  arc  most  zealous  in  asserting  political  and  re¬ 
ligious  liberty  for  themselves,  arc  too  prone  to  trample 
on  the  claims  of  others  to  those  blessings. 
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The  evils  of  slavery,  and  its  injustice,  abstractedly 
considered,  arc  so  generally  admitted  by  the  citizens  of 
all  the  states,  that  we  deem  it  unnecessary  to  adduce  ar¬ 
guments  for  their  proof.  A  favourable  occasion  for  cir¬ 
cumscribing  these  evils,  and  discountenancing  this  in¬ 
justice,  is,  we  conceive,  now  offered  to  Congross,  in  the 
power  and  opportunity  of  legislating  for  the  newly  ac¬ 
quired  territory  of  the  Floridas. 

The  first  Congress  after  the  adoption  of  the  American 
Constitution,  composed  partly  of  the  framers  of  that  in¬ 
strument,  having,  with  great  unanimity,  forbidden  the 
introduction  of  slaves  into  the  territory  north-west  of  the 
Ohio  j  and  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  last  Congress, 
having,  after  a  full  discussion  of  the  constitutionality  of 
the  act,  voted  in  fin  our  of  restricting  the  migration 
of  slaves  to  another  territory  of  the  United  States:  the 
Tight  of  imposing  such  a  restriction  with  regard  td  the 
Floridas,  appears  sufficiently  established.  Such  being 
the  case,  we  beseech  you,  by  your  duty  to  your  fellow- 
creatures  and  to  posterity,  and  by  your  duty  to  that  Al¬ 
mighty  Being  who  controls  the  destinies  of  nations, 
to  strive  to  mitigate  and  limit  an  evil,  so  univer¬ 
sally  acknowledged  and  deplored.  And  may  you,  from 
so  doing,  reap  a  satisfaction,  beyond  any  to  be  derived 
from  possessing  the  fruits  of  the  industry  of  thousands — 
the  satisfaction  of  having  been  governed,  in  your  conduct, 
by  the  principles  of  reason,  humanity,  ami  religion ! 

Though  the  motives  already  urged,  appear  sufficient 
to  induce  a  prohibition  of  the  further  introduction  of  slaves 
into  the  Floridas,  yet  wc  will  briefly  mention  some  addi" 
tional  ones,  supposed  to  possess  considerable  force. 

The  vacant  lands  within  the  new  states  and  territories, 
have  been  looked  upon  as  a  field  of  promise, — a  common 
patrimony  for  all  the  sons  of  the  Republic  who  may  choose 
to  partake  of  it.  The  Introduction  of  many  slaves  into  a 
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‘territory,  will  totally  prevent  tlic  settlement  of  free  la« 
hourcre  within  it.  All  the  states,  adapted  to  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  the  valuable  staples,  cotton,  sugar,  and  tobacco, 
having  been  hitherto  open  to  the  migration  of  slaves,  it 
appears  but  equitable,  now  to  reserve  a  district,  for  the 
free  labourer  to  occupy  in  the  culture  of  these  articles.  It 
is  but  just,  that  the  citizens  of  those  states  where  slavery 
is  interdicted,  should  be  enabled,  without  a  sacrifice  of 
their  principles,  to  obtain  a  portion  of  the  profits  arising 
from  the  settlement  of  those  new  lauds,  which  arc  suita¬ 
ble  for  rearing  such  products  as  arc  most  in  demand,  and 
are,  consequently,  the  most  lucrative. 

Signed  on  bclmlf,  and  by  order  of  the  American  Conven¬ 
tion,  held  at  - Vine -Fork ,  the  28//t  of  November,  1821. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  Memorial  be  referred  to 
the  President  of  the  Convention,  and  the  acting  commit¬ 
tee,  with  instructions  to  present  the  same,  whenever,  in 
their  judgment,  it  shall  be  expedient  to  do  so. 

The  acting  committee  presented  the  following  Report, 
which  was  accepted. 

REPORT. 

To  the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition 
of  Slavery,  $c. 

The  acting  committee  report,  that  they  have  taken  un¬ 
der  their  care  the  several  subjects  referred  to  them  by  tlifi 
last  session  of  the  Convention. 

A  memorial  to  Congress  on  the  subject  of  restricting 
the  further  extension  of  Slavery  in  the  territory  of  the 
Florida.?,  has  been  prepared,  and  already  presented  to 
the  Convention. 

Agreeably  to  the  direction  of  the  Convention,  the  so¬ 
cieties  at  Providence,  (Rhodc-Island.)  New-York,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Wilmington,  (Delaware,)  Easton,  (Maryland,) 
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Baltimore,  Guilford  County,  (North-Carolina,)  Chester 
County, (Pennsylvania.)  Columbia,  (Pennsylvania,)  Ohio, 
Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  were  respectfully  notified  of 
the  adjournment  of  the  Convention,  and  requested  to  ap¬ 
point  representatives. 

A  correspondence  has  been  commenced,  with  proper 
individuals  in  the  Southern  states,  on  the  subject  of  the 
final  abolition  of  Slavery,  and  suggesting  the  expediency 
of  establishing  Societies  for  that  purpose.  But  the  com¬ 
mittee  are  unable,  at  the  present  time,  to  furnish  the  Con¬ 
vention  with  any  documents  in  reply. 

During  the  recess,  the  committee  have  had  a  smalT 
edition  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  session  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  printed,  for  the  use  of  the  Dcl&gates,  at  the  ad¬ 
journment;  which  have  been  duly  forwarded  to  them. 

'The  other  subjects,  which  claim  the  attention  of  this 
committee,  have  been  referred  to  sub-committees,  who 
have  not  yet  reported. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Convention,  by  order, 
and  on  behalf  of  the  acting  committee. 

(Signed) 

EVAN  LEWIS,  Chairman* 

Attest,  Besjamijt  C.  Parvin,  Secretary. 

Jfew-Vork,  Eleventh  monthf  2Sth.  1821. 

The  consideration  of  the  general  plan  of  emancipation, 
ordered  in  the  morning  to  lie  on  tire  table,  wa$  resum¬ 
ed,  and  the  Convention,  for  the  more  free  discussion 
of  the  subject,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole. 

After  a  full  examination  of  the  subject,  the  committee 
rose,  and  returned  the  document  without  further  amend¬ 
ment. 

The  question  upon  adopting  it  being  then  taken,  it  was 
approved  by  the  Convention,  and  is  as  follows : 
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A  PLAN 

TOU  TIIE  GENERAL  EMANCIPATION  OF  SLAVES. 

«  We  hold  these  Iruths  to  be  self-evident ,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator 
•with  certain  unalienable  rights;  among  these  are  life, 
liberty ,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness;  that  to  secure  these 
righp,  governments  were  instituted ,  deriving  their  just 
powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed .” 

[Declaration  of  Independence. 

These  self-evident  truths,  thus  solemnly  promulgated, 
and  always  admitted  in  theory;  at  least  in  relation  to 
ourselves;  arc  well-known  to  be  partially  denied  or  dis¬ 
regarded,  in  most  sections  of  the  union,  in  relation  to  the 
descendants  of  the  African  race.  That  a  nation  profess¬ 
ing  the  principles  of  equal  rights,  and  loudly  proclaim¬ 
ing  the  justice  of  its  laws,  should  contain  a  population, 
amounting  to  nearly  one-seventh  of  the  whole,  who  know 
little  of  the  operation  of  those  laws,  except  as  instru¬ 
ments  of  oppression,  is  one  of  those  political  phenomena, 
which  prove  how  little  the  patriot's  boast,  or  the  orator’s 
declamation  is  guided  by  the  light  of  truth. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  it  would  neither  be  politic 
nor  safe,  for  the  present  system  of  slavery  in  the  United 
States  to  be  long  continued,  without  providing  some  wise 
and  certain  means  of  eventual  emancipation. 

Slavery  with  its  present  degrading  characteristics,  is 
a  state  of  actual  hostility  between  master  and  slave,  in 
in  which  **  a  revolution  of  the  wheel  of  fortune,  an  exchange 
of  situation,  is  among  possible  events  ;  and  this  may  be- 
rxmie  probable  by  supernatural  interference! The  Almigh¬ 
ty  has  no  attribute  which  can  take  part  with  us  in  such  a 
contest.” — Jefferson, 

It  is  a  truth  generally  acknowledged,  that  Slavery  is 
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an  evil,  not  only  by  those  whom  principle,  or  education 
have  taught  to  proscribe  the  practice,  but  by  men  of  re¬ 
flection,  even  in  the  very  vortex  of  slavery.  To  condemn 
then,  what  few,  if  any,  will  presume  to  defend,  is  render¬ 
ed  unnecessary ;  and  the  ingenuity  of  the  philanthropist 
would  be  more  judiciously  exercised  in  devising  a  prac¬ 
ticable  remedy  for  this  deep-rooted  disease,  than  in  heap¬ 
ing  reproaches  Upon  those,  who,  by  the  conduct  of  their 
ancestors,  aro  placed  in  the  condition  of  masters  of 
slaves.  Few  of  those  who  from  their  childhood,  have  been 
placed  in  situations  far  removed  from  the  Gccnes  which 
slavery  exhibits,  can  fully  appreciate  the  difficulties,  the 
vexations,  and  the  anxieties,  incident  to  the  life  of  a  slave¬ 
holder.  To  devise  a  plan,  then,  by  which  the  condition, 
both  of  the  master  and  slave  may  be  meliorated,  is  a  de¬ 
sideratum  in  the  policy  of  this  country: — A  plan  which 
will  promote  the  immediate  interest  of  the  master,  in  the 
same  ratio,  that  the  slave  is  made  to  rise  in  the  scale  of 
moral  and  intellectual  improvement;  and  which  will 
eventuate  in  the  ultimate  enfranchisement  of  the  long  in¬ 
jured  and  degraded  descendants  of  Africa.  The  evils  of 
slavery  being  generally  acknowledged,  and  its  impolicy 
fully  evinced,  the  important  question  which  remains  to  be 
solved,  will  naturally  present  itself :  What  are  the  means 
by  which  this  evil  is  to  be  removed,  consistently  with  the 
safety  of  the  master,  and  the  happiness  of  the  slave  ?  Per¬ 
haps  to  some,  this  question,  considered  on  the  ground  of 
absolute  justice,  may  appear  of  easy  solution :  Immediate, 
universal  emancipation. 

But  however  pleasing  the  prospect  may  be  to  the  phi¬ 
lanthropist,  of  getting  clear  of  one  of  the  evils  of  slavery, 
yet  a  full  examination  of  local  circumstances,  must  con¬ 
vince  us  that  this  would  be,  to  cut,  rather  than  untie  tho 
Qordian  knot 
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Reformation  on  a  large  scale,  is  commonly  slow,  ha¬ 
bits  long  established,  arc  not  easily  and  suddenly  changed. 
But  were  it  possible  to  induce  the  inhabitants  of  the  slave- 
holding  states,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  to 
let  loose  at  once  the  whole  tide  of  black  population,  it 
may  reasonably  be  questioned  whether  such  a  measure 
would  not  produce  as  much  evil  as  it  would  cure.  Be¬ 
sides,  such  a  measure,  if  it  were  practicable,  would  fall 
short  of  simple  justice.  We  owe  to  that  injured  race,  an 
immense  debt,  which  the  liberation  of  their  bodies  alone 
would  not  liquidate.  It  has  been  the  polio  of  the  slave¬ 
holder  to  keep  the  man  whom  lie  has  doomed  to  intermina¬ 
ble  servitude,  in  the  lowest  state  of  mental  degradation : 
to  withhold  from  him  as  much  as  possible  the  means  of 
improving  the  talents  which  nature  has  given  him.  In 
short,  to  reduce  him  as  near  to  the  condition  of  a  ma¬ 
chine  as  a  rational  being  could  be.  Every  inducement — 
every  excitement,  to  the  exertion  and  development  of 
native  talent  and  genius,  is  wanting  in  the  slave. — Hence; 
to  throw  such  a  being,  thus  degraded,  thus  brutalized, 
upon  society,  and  then  expect  him  to  exercise  those  rights, 
which  are'  the  birthright  of  every  son  and  daughter  of 
Adam,  with  advantage  to  himself,  or  to  the  community 
upon  which  he  is  thrown,  is  to  suppose  that  the  laws  es¬ 
tablished  for  the  government  of  universal  nature,  should 
in1  this  case  be  changed.  As  well  might  we  expect  a  man 
fo  be  born  in  the  full  maturity  of  his  mental  faculties,  or 
an  infant  to  run  before  it  had  learned  the  use  of  its  limbs. 

A  plan,  then,  for  universal  emancipation,  to  be  practi¬ 
cable,  must  be  gradual.  The  slave  must  be  made  to  pass 
through  a  state  of  pupilage  and  minority,  to  fit  him  for 
the  enjoyment  and  exercise  of  rational  liberty. 

**  If  then  the  extremes  of  emancipation,  and  perpetual, 
unlimited  slavery  be  dangerous,”  and  impolitic,  “  th» 
safe  and  advisable  measure  must  be  between  them.’* 
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And  this  brings  us  again  the  question.  How  can  we  get 
clear  of  the  evils  of  slavery,  with  safety  to  the  roaster, 
and  advantage  to  the  slave?  For  the  solution  of  this  dif¬ 
ficult  problem,  the  following  outlines  of  a  plan  for  a  gra¬ 
dual  but  general  and  universal  emancipation  is  proposed. 
Let  the  slaves  be  attaclied  to  the  soil, — give  them  an  in¬ 
terest  in  the  land  they  cultivate.  Place  them  in  tire  same 
situation  in  relation  to  their  master's,  as  the  peasantry  of 
Russia,  in  relation  to  their  landlords.  Let  wise  and  sa¬ 
lutary  laws  be  enacted,  in  the  several  slave  holding  states, 
for  their  general  government.  These  laws  should  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  means  of  extending  to  the  children  of  every 
slave,  the  benefits  of  school  learning.  The  practice  of 
arbitrary  punishment  for  the  most  trivial  offences,  should 
be  abolished. 

An  important  step  towards  Hie  accomplishment  of  this 
plan,  would  he,  to  prohibit  by  law  the  migration,  or 
transportation  of  slaves  from  one  state  to  another: — and 
also  to  provide,  that  no  slave  should  be  sold,  out  of  the 
county,  or  town  in  which  his  master  resides,  without  his 
own  consent.  Provision  should  then  be  made  for  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  a  system  of  general  instruction  on  each  farm 
pr  plantation;  each  slave  who  has  a  family  should  be  fur¬ 
nished  with  a  hut,  and  a  portion  of  land  to  cultivate  for  his 
own  use;  for  which  he  should  pay  to  the  landlord  an  an¬ 
nual  rent.  For  each  day  he  was  employed  by  the  master 
or  landlord,  he  should  be  aJlowcd  a  stipulated  price:  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  his  stipulated  wages,  those  things  ne¬ 
cessary  for  his  comfortable  maintenance,  should  be  de¬ 
ducted;  if  furnished  by  the  master. 

The  time  given  him  to  cultivate  his  allotment  of  ground, 
should  he  deducted  from  his  annual  hire.  A  wise  and 
cquitable  system  of  laws,  adapted  to  the  condition  of 
blacks,  should  be  established  for  their  government.  Then 
a  character  would  be  formed  among  them  ;  acts  of  dili- 
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gcncc  and  fidelity  would  meet  their  appropriate  reward, 
and  negligence  and  crime  would  be  followed  by  their  me* 
rited  chastisement.  The  execution  of  this  plan,  in  its 
fullest  extent,  would  be  followed  by  increased  profits  to  the 
landholder. 

It  would  be  productive  of  incalculable  advantage  to  the 
slave,  both  in  his  civil,  and  moral  condition : — And  thus  the 
interest  of  the  master,  and  the  melioration  of  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  slave,  would  be  gradually  and  reciprocally 
advanced  in  the  progress  of  this  experiment.  Although 
legislative  provisions  would  greatly  facilitate  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  this  plan,  it  is  not  necessary  for  individuals  to 
wait  the  movement  of  government.  Any  one  may  intro¬ 
duce  it  on  his  own  plantation,  and  reap  many  of  its  most 
important  advantages. 

The  plan  now  proposed  is  not  new.  It  is  not  a  Utopian 
and  visionary  theory,  unsupported  by  experience.  It  has 
been  successfully  tried  in  the  Island  of  Barbadocs,  by  the 
late  Joshua  Steele;  and  the  result  exceeded  his  most  san¬ 
guine  expectations.  **  The  first  principles  of  his  plan,” 
says  Dr.  Dickson,  “  arc  the  plain  ones,  of  treating  the 
slaves  as  human  creatures :  moving  them  to  action  by  the 
hope  of  reward,  as  well  as  the  fear  of  punishment:  giving 
them  out  of  their  own  labours,  wages  and  land,  sufficient 
to  afford  them  the  plainest  necessaries : — And  protecting 
them  against  the  capricious  violence,  too  often  of  ignorant, 
unthinking,  or  unprincipled,  and  perhaps  drunken  men 
and  boys,  invested  with  arbitrary  powers,  as  their  mana¬ 
gers,  and  **  drivers.”  His  plan  is  founded  in  nature,  and 
.has  nothing  in  it  of  rash  innovation.  It  docs  not  hurry 
forward  a  new  order  of  things;— it  recommends  no  fine 
projects,  or  ticklish  experiments ;  but,  by  a  few  safe  and 
easy  steps,  and  a  few  simple  applications  of  English  law, 
opens  the  way  for  the  gradual  introduction  of  a  better 
system.”  “  To  advance  above  three  hundred  debased 
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field  Negroes,  who  had  never  before  moved  without  the 
whip,  to  a  state  nearly  resembling  that  of  contented,  ho* 
nest  and  industrious  servants;  and,  after  paying  them 
for  their  labour,  to  tripplc,  in  a  few  years,  the  annual  net 
clearance  of  his  estates-— these  were  great  achievements, 
for  an  aged  man,  in  an  untried  field  of  improvement,  pre¬ 
occupied  by  inveterate  vulgar  prej  udices.  He  has  indeed 
accomplished  all  that  was  really  doubtful  or  difficult  in 
the  undertaking;  and  perhaps  all  that  is  at  present  de¬ 
sirable,  cither  to  owner  or  slave.  For  he  has  ascertained 
as  a  fact,  what  was  before  only  known  to  the  learned  as 
a  theory,  and  to  practical  men  as  a  paradox : — that  the 
paying  of  slaves  for  their  labour,  does  actually  produce  a 
very  great  profit  to  their  owners.” 

Adjourned. 


November  89 ffc. 

The  Convention  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment 
Delegates  present : 

From  Pennsylvania — Thomas  Shiplej',  Abraham  L. 
Pennock,  Benjamin  C.  Parvin,  and  Thomas  Earle. 

From  Delaware — John  Reynolds  and  Evan  Lewis. 
From  Chester  County— Lea.  Puscy  and  William  Jackson, 

Jun. 

From  Providence — -Thomas  Hazard. 

From  New-Vork — Peter  A.  Jay,  Dr.  John  Stearns,  Hi¬ 
ram  Ketchum,  Isaac  M.  Ely,  and  Goold  Brown. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Circular  Address, 
produced  a  draft,  which,  with  some  amendments,  was  ap¬ 
proved,  and  adopted. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  unanimously,  that  the  thanks  of 
this  Convention  be  presented  to  the  Select  Council  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  and  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty 
of  the  city  of  New- York,  for  the  use  of  their  respective 
Council  Chambers. 
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On  motion,  Resolved ,  unanimously,  that  the  thanks  of 
this  Convention  be  returned  to  the  Vice  President,  Evan 
Lewis,  for  the  attention,  propriety,  and  ability,  with  which 
he  has  presided  over  the  meetings  of  this  Convention. 

On  motion.  Resolved ,  that  the  minutes  of  the  proceed  ¬ 
ings  of  this  Convention,  together  with  the  Circular  Ad¬ 
dress,  be  referred  to  the  actiHg  committee  for  publication. 

Adjourned,  sine  die. 

AttCat’  GOOLD  BROWN,  }  S*™4”**’ 


CIRCULAR  ADDRESS. 

To  the  Abolition  and  Manumission  Societies  in  the  United 
States  of  America. 

At  the  close  of  the  session  of  1821,  the  American  Con¬ 
vention  deem  it  proper  to  address  you  on  the  important 
subjects  which  have  occupied  our  attention. 

In  reviewing  the  labours  of  Abolition  Societies  in  this 
country,  we  find  much  reason  for  congratulation.  The 
cause  of  truth  and  humanity  has  regularly  advanced,  in 
the  minds  of  an  enlightened  community ;  and  nothing  but 
perseverance,  in  presenting  tlii9  subject  to  the  public  in  its 
appropriate  simplicity,  is  requisite  to  promote  its  triumph¬ 
ant  march  over  the  prejudice,  hostility,  and  opposition  of 
its  enemies.  To  the  perseverance  of  its  advocates  alone, 
may  be  imputed  the  great  change  in  the  public  opinion,  ill 
favour  of  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  that  has  already  been 
effected  in  the  Northern,  Middle,  and  some  of  the  AY  estern 
States :  and  wc  confidently  hope,  that  this  will  ultimately 
produce  a  similar  change  in  the  South.  We  therefore  trust, 
that  you  will  never  relax  your  efforts  to  promote  the  eman¬ 
cipation  of  slaves,  till  every  human  being  in  the  United 
States,  shall  equally  enjoy  all  the  blessings  of  our  free 
constitution. 
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The  best  mode  of  effecting  the  abolition  of  slavery,  so 
as  to  promote  the  interests  and  the  happiness  of  the  slave, 
and  to  be  satifactory  to  the  master,  is  a  subject  of  difficult 
solution  ;  and  one  that  has  much  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  Convention.  However  desirable  a  total  emancipation 
might  be  to  the  philanthropist,  we  cannot  expect  the  spee¬ 
dy  accomplishment  of  that  event. 

Although  the  subject  of  colonizing  the  free  blacks,  has 
been  repeatedly  considered  and  disapproved  by  former 
Conventions ;  it  has  been  revived,  fully  discussed,  and, 
as  we  trust,  definitively  decided  by  this,  that  such  a  colo¬ 
ny,  either  in  Africa  or  in  our  own  country,  would  be  in¬ 
compatible  with  the  principlcsof  our  government,  and  with 
the  temporal  and  spiritual  interests  of  the  blacks. 

How  far  voluntary  emigration  to  Ilayti  should  be  en¬ 
couraged,  is  a  question  which  we  do  not  possess  sufficient 
information  to  decide;  but  which  may  receive  much  addi¬ 
tional  light  from  the  correspondence  already  directed  to 
be  instituted  for  that  purpose.  We  think  it  worthy  of  con. 
sideration,  how  far  any  measure  should  be  recommended 
that  may  tend  to  draw  from  our  country  the  most  indus¬ 
trious,  moral,  and  respectable  of  its  coloured  population, 
and  thus  deprive  others,  less  improved,  of  the  benefit  of 
their  example  and  advice. 

Deeply  injured  as  they  have  been  by  the  whites,  the  co¬ 
loured  people  certainly  claim  from  us  some  degree  of  re¬ 
tributive  justice.  And  if  our  efforts  succeed  in  improving 
their  intellectual  and  moral  condition,  and  in  imparting 
to  them  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  only  true  God,  we  shall 
do  much  towards  compensating  them  for  all  the  wrongs 
they  have  sustained.  This  object  can  be  best  attained 
by  their  permanent  residence  in  a  Christian  country,  and 
under  suitable  moral  and  religious  instruction. 

Influenced  by  a  conviction  of  this  truth,  our  attention 
fias  been  directed  to  a  gradual  melioration  of  their  condi- 
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tion,  and  fo  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  will  conduce 
to  their  elevation  to  a  higher  rank  in  society.  We  con¬ 
ceive  that  these  objects  may  be  promoted,  by  giving  the 
slaves  an  interest  in  the  soil  they  cultivate,  by  placing 
them  in  relation  to  their  masters,  in  a  situation  somewhat 
similar  to  that  in  which  the  peasantry  of  Russia  arc  placed 
in  relation  to  their  landlords. 

This  plan  lias  been  successfully  executed  by  an  exten¬ 
sive  planter  in  Barbadocs;  and  it  was  found  to  conduce 
essentially  to  the  promotion  of  his  interests,  and  the  moral 
and  industrious  habits  of  his  slaves.  Should  our  southern 
planters  be  induced  to  adopt  a  similar  course,  there  is  no 
doubt,  that  the  result  would  be  equally  favourable. 

We  think  it  particularly  desirable,  that  the  legislatures 
of  the  slave-holding  states,  should  be  induced  to  fix  a  p»- 
riod  after  which  all  who  are  born  of  slaves  shall  be  free. 
This  is  an  object  which  we  ought  never  to  lost  sight  of, 
until  it  is  attained.  Although  this  period  should  be  re¬ 
mote,  and  therefore  no  benefit  be  afforded  to  the  present, 
generation,  yet  an  inestimable  benefit  would  thus  be  en¬ 
sured  to  posterity. 

Signed  on  behalf ,  and  by  order  of  the  American  Conven¬ 
tion,  held  at  New-Fork,  the  29 th  of  November,  1821, 


Abolition  Societies/798 


